
goleader.com online exclusive
Page E-2  Thursday, June 3, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains–Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cranford Cougars Nudge Raiders, 6-5, in North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 Baseball Semis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Visit our website for more information & special discounts
www.NJGreekfest.com or follow us on Facebook

June 3rd, 4th   5th

Chef Paul Delios of  foodu.com
and “At the Greek Table”

Funny man Angelo Tsarouchas
recently appeared on Showtime

Book signing by Author  
Robert Krantz 

ATM Available on premises
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Event Hours 11am - 11pm each day
Thursday, June 3rd (Family Night)  

Friday, June 4th (Zorba’s Dance Night, 7 pm - 11 pm) 
Saturday , June 5th (Comedy Show, 9 pm, $15 advanced sales)

 

Freshly made Gyros, Souvlaki, Loukoumades  

& many other Greek Delights!
 

Special headliner appearances on Saturday, June 5th
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June 3rd, 4th & 5th

Cougar starting sophomore pitcher
Kurt Rutmeyer walked Mazzella,
whose pinch runner got caught in a
rundown. In the meantime,
D’Annunzio blazed home to score
before the Cougars could make the
putout.

“We were setting something up for
him to get off the base and to see if we
can get them to throw the ball around.
We capitalized on their mistake,”
coach Baylock said. “I don’t know if
we do that with anyone else on third
base. He is so fast. Once the first
baseman made the throw, Joey
scored.”

Rutmeyer was successful in throw-
ing a fastball strike on all of his first

pitches then following up with break-
ing balls to keep the Raiders’ armada
of hitters off-balance. It worked well
until the Raiders broke loose in then
fifth inning with a pair of runs.
Mazzella whacked a solo home run,
Taylor Schon singled and Ricky
Shevlin (2-for-4) hopped an RBI
single to give the Raiders a 3-2 lead.
Freshman Ryan Williamson relieved
to stop the rally.

“After a couple of innings, we got
the pattern, and we started hitting the
ball,” coach Baylock said.

Opportunity knocked in the sixth,
and the Cougars pounced. Mark
Osofsky and Nick Cook walked and
Rob Ghiretti chopped an RBI single

over third. Freshman Sean Feeney
followed with a devastating two-run
triple to the right field fence, and
Linger made the score, 6-3, with a

sacrifice fly to right.
“I was looking to pick myself back

up, and I got a pitch right down the
middle. It felt good off the bat. I knew

it was in the gap. I saw the kid couldn’t
get to it. It was stuck at the fence, so
I kept going,” Feeney explained.

Binkiewicz blasted a leadoff home
run in the seventh. Williamson got
the next batter to line out to center
then followed up with a strikeout.
Raider Mike Lauricella’s grounder
to third seemed likely to be the third
out, but the ball was overthrown.
Shevlin singled and Rivera bounced
an RBI single to bring John Maxwell
to the plate with runners on first and
second. On a 2-2 count, Williamson
fooled Maxwell with a curveball to
pick up the win.

“I just got to keep coming in and
never giving up, because my team-
mates never let me down, so I will
never let them down,” Williamson
said. “My curveball really wasn’t
going for a strike, but I felt like I
needed to throw that last one for a
strike. I did it! It was a big pitch!”

“Williamson was predominantly
fastball, and he threw a couple of
curveballs every now and then. He
threw one for a strikeout on the last
pitch. It took a lot of guts to throw that

pitch in that spot,” coach Baylock said.
“Hats off to Cranford! They played

a better game than we did. They got
guys on base. We did get some big
hits toward the end, but when it comes
down to it, we didn’t get the runs we
needed,” Raider shortstop Mike Ridge
said. “We didn’t have our greatest
defense today. We made way too many
errors. Their pitchers did their job.
They kept us off-balance.”

“We were one base hit away. I’m
looking on deck, and we have Ridge
and Joey coming up right behind him.
Maxwell! I haven’t told him yet that
he had 99 hits. I was waiting for the
one hit to get that 100th in. It would
have been sweet to have that 100th hit
as a tying run,” coach Baylock said.
“If we win tomorrow, we will be 25-
6. Our best record in 35 years! You
can’t take that away form the kids.”

Interestingly, Ridge and Maxwell
each reached the 100-hit mark and
D’Annunzio got his 40th RBI of the
season in a 10-0 win over Plainfield
the next day.
Cranford 100 014 0 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 010 020 2 5

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Bill Logue, RFC, CCPS
Financial Planner

908-228-8400
BillLogue.com
Blogue.retirementtime.com

Registered Representative of INVEST Financial Corporation (INVEST), member FINRA/SIPC. 
INVEST and its affiliated insurance agencies offer securities, advisory services and certain 
insurance products and are not affiliated with Clear Focus, LLC.

Call or stop by for a complimentary Retirement 
Plan Analysis.

10fj8278-0111-67681

    Is your financial  
advisor MIA?(Missing in Action)
When was the last time you sat down with your broker 
to review your investments?

When was the last time your financial advisor worked 
along with your attorney and CPA?

Individualized Financial  
Planning Services:

• Education Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Planning
• Risk Planning
• Estate Planning

Located at
1199 Route 22 East

Mountainside, NJ 07092

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A SQUASHING SITUATION…Raider Marcus Rivera, top, squashes Cougar Justin Van Ostenbridge as he slides into third
base and the throw rolls toward left field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST BASE…Raider Joe D’Annunzio dives safely back to the bag as Cougar first baseman Nick Cook
catches the pickoff attempt made by pitcher Kurt Rutmeyer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT DEAD STEALING…Raider Gary Binkiewicz, right, is tagged out by
Cougar shortstop Sean Trotter in the second inning.


