
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 3, 2010 Page E-1

goleader.com online exclusive

CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Capitalizing on mistakes and free
passes won out over a created oppor-
tunity and a pair of long balls as the
third-seeded Cranford High School
baseball team managed to nudge past
second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 6-5, in Scotch Plains on
May 25 to advance to the champion-
ship of the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 tournament.

The 23-5 Cougars managed only
two hits of their five-hit total in the
first five innings, and only one of
those hits played a role in the two
manufactured runs in that span. Nick
Pace slammed a double off the fence
in the top of the first inning, tagged

up and sped to third on a fly ball to left
then scored on a pitch into the dirt by
Raider starter Jordan Bayroff, who
pitched two innings, yielding a walk
and a hit batter.

The second run came in the fifth.
Mark Linger walked, and Sean Trot-
ter, facing an 0-2 pitch, managed to
not get out of the way of a sweeping
curveball thrown by reliever Gary
Binkiewicz. Two batters later,
Binkiewicz hit Eric Walano to load
the bases. Next, Linger’s pinch run-
ner Justin Van Ostenbridge scored
when catcher Lou Mazzella’s throw-
ing error to first on an attempted
pickoff play.

“I think through the first three or
four innings, they had one hit. We hit

them three times. We had four walks,
and they had two runs. We made two
throwing errors. That’s not like us.
We really don’t throw the ball around.
We are a team that usually plays
pretty good defense,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said. “They put
pressure on us to make plays. That’s
what they do, and we knew that com-
ing in. They capitalized twice on it.”

The Raiders also capitalized on a
fine created opportunity in the bot-
tom of the second inning. Joe
D’Annunzio ripped a single to left
and sprinted to third on Binkiewicz’s
single to center. After Binkiewicz
was thrown out by catcher Linger
attempting to steal for the second out,

FEENEY RAPS 2-RUN TRIPLE, GHIRETTI RBI SINGLE

Cougars Nudge Raiders, 6-5,
In Baseball Section 2 Semis

• Traditional Irish Pub Menu

• Family Friendly Atmosphere

• Full Irish Breakfast and Live Irish Music Every Sunday

• Large Selection of Beers and Drinks

• Indoor and Outside Dining and Take Out Menu

• Located Across from the Cranford Train Station

Restaurant & Pub

The Kilkenny House Restaurant & Pub

www.thekilkennyhouse.com

112 South Avenue East • Cranford, NJ 07016 • (908) 276-3414

Showing 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
World Cup Soccer Matches on Six Big Screen TVs

(World Cup Matches begin June 11th)

WALANO (3-FOR-4, 2 RBI, 3 RUNS) SCORES WINNER

Cougars Nip Colonials in 8th
For Section Baseball Title, 9-8

Cranford Sectional Baseball & Group Track Stories
Are also in Printed Portion of The Westfield Leader

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eric Walano ripped a single, stole
second base and sprinted home with
the winning run on Rob Ghiretti’s
liner to short that was bobbled in the
bottom of the eight inning to give No.
16 Cranford High School baseball
team a 9-8 victory over No. 20
Morristown in the championship
game of the NJSIAA/Star Ledger
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament at Memorial Field in Cranford
on May 28. The sectional title is the
first since 2007 and seventh for the
Cougars.

Cranford starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmeyer, in his 2-1/3 innings, al-
lowed three runs on five hits, and
relief pitcher Ryan Williamson tossed
1-2/3 innings, allowing four runs on
seven hits. Nick Cook, a senior left-

hander, entered the game in the fourth
inning and went the distance, deliver-
ing a gutsy four-inning effort, scat-
tering three hits, striking out four,
walking two and hitting a batter.

Cook also went 3-for-4, including
an RBI single, and scored a run. Fresh-
man third baseman Sean Feeney went
3-for-4 with an RBI and swiped a
base. Right fielder Walano went 3-
for-4 with two RBI and three runs

scored. Mark Osofsky finished with
two hits, while Nick Pace, Sean Trot-
ter, Greg Matlosz and Marc Linger
each contributed a hit.

“We were just glad to see Eric
score from second. Ron (Ghiretti)
put a tough at bat on there, he stayed
on it and we were fortunate to put the
ball in play. Eric runs the bases ex-
tremely well, and we were fortunate
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908-370-7900: Cell
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This lovely cottage/cape cod style home boasts charm beginning with the curb appeal. The front door opens to a sun-
filled, enclosed porch (11x8) with ceiling fan and jalousie windows. A French door opens to the Living room (17x11) and
beyond is the Formal Dining Room (12x11). Hardwood floors in these rooms add to the warmth of the home. The work
area of the light and bright Kitchen (11X9) was updated in 2000. The cozy Breakfast Nook (10 x 9) boasts finished wood
flooring and built-in cabinets. There is access to the outdoor patio, rear yard and basement recreation room from the
kitchen. The versatile bedroom/family room (12x11) and full bath completes the first floor. The second floor features two
bedrooms (one, captive) (14x12) (12x10) with deep closets and storage areas. Dormer windows add charm and additional
lighting. A full bath completes this level. This area could make a perfect master suite. The Basement features a carpeted
Recreation room (21x10) with built-in shelves. Laundry/utility room and storage area are also located on this level. This
delightful home is convenient to the Garden State Parkway and Jefferson Elementary School. Offered for $399,900.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, June 6th from 1:00-4:00pm
109 Wyoming Street, Westfield

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE SWEET FEELING OF VICTORY…The Cougar baseball team piles all over each other after defeating Morristown,
9-8, in an eight-inning classic to claim the North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 championship on May 28 in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING IN SAFELY…Cougar Nick Cook slides into third base as Raider shortstop Mike Ridge covers the bag in the sixth
inning. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 6-5, in Scotch Plains.

Cranford Cougars Beat Lakeland, 7-1, in Group 3 Semis
See complete story by David B. Corbin next week


