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Cougars Nudge Raiders, 6-5,
In Baseball Section 2 Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tennis Team Finds a Way
To Rewrite Record Books

It’s not easy for the boys tennis team
to do something that no other WHS
boys tennis team has done. The team
was created in 1921 and has only had
six losing records in 90 seasons, the
most recent coming in 1948.

There have been some spectacular
teams, including the dominating de-
cade of the 1980s, when Tony Berardo’s
teams won 10 county, six sectional and
six state Group 4 titles, including three
in a row from 1986-88. The 1986 and
’87 teams also won back-to-back All-
Groups titles, the predecessor to the
current Tournament of Champions.

When you’ve won 30 county, 20
sectional and 18 state titles, playing
“how do you top this?” is becoming an
annual thing for the Blue Devils.

Last Thursday at Mercer County
Park, the 2010 boys team did top the
great teams of 1986-88, beating
Livingston in the semifinals and then
Lenape to win its fourth straight state
Group 4 title, something no other WHS
tennis team had ever done.

The obvious heroes were Adam
Reich, with two decisive wins at no. 3
singles, and the powerful doubles duos
of Graeme Stahl-Alan Chu and Tom
Kowalski-Scott Thompson.

But don’t overlook the performances
of seniors Scott Bernstein and Justin
Snyder at the first two singles spots.
Though they didn’t win, they had to
face the two best players on two of the
best teams in the state and each earned
a draw against Livingston and a tough
loss against Lenape.

Bernstein took on two of the top
singles players in the state, Tom Caputo
and Nikola Kocovic, and won 14 games
while dropping 22. Snyder won 22
games while losing 26 against Bran-
don Goldstein and Mike Humes, the
no. 2 singles player in both South
Jersey and on his own team (he lost to
Kocovic in the S.J. Singles Tourna-
ment 6-3, 6-4).

WHS (27-3) earned the second seed
in the Tournament of Champions and
was to play yesterday against the win-
ner of Tuesday’s Delbarton-Millburn
match. If WHS won yesterday, it would
play today in the final, against either
top-seeded Chatham, Dwight
Englewood or New Providence.

Coach George Kapner’s 2007 squad
won the TOC, and WHS lost in the
final the last two years, to Delbarton
and Newark Academy, both by 3-2
margins.

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
In his 28 years as varsity baseball

coach, how many losing seasons has
Bob Brewster had?

BASEBALL
Here’s how fast a baseball game,

especially a high school baseball game,
can change around.

WHS, leading Bridgewater-Raritan
1-0 in the North 2 Group 4 semifinals
a week ago Tuesday at Basilone Field,
had the bases loaded and two out in the
top of the third. Mike Buontempo hits
a ball as hard as it can be hit, an
apparent three-run double … but the
right fielder makes a spectacular grab.

A couple of pitches into the bottom
of the third, the first batter hits a fly to
deep center that Brett Johnson isn’t
able to come up with as he crashes
into, and over, the two-foot-high snow
fence. He then recovers and jumps
back over the fence to pick up the ball
and throw it in. Too late! The base
umpire had already signaled a home
run, not taking into account that the
ball had never left the playing field.

Everything unraveled for WHS at
this point. The next three batters
walked, there were a couple of errors
and, before you knew it, a potential 4-
0 lead had become a 7-1 hole. And,
despite Bridgewater using a couple of
pitchers, who looked like they were
jayvee call-ups, WHS’s sectional title
drought had been extended to 22 years.

The same umpire later ruled another
ball that didn’t appear to clear the left-
field fence as a home run, after Steve
Forgash crashed through the fence, and
later completed his horrible call hat
trick by calling a WHS batter out at first
on a play that wasn’t even close enough
to be called a bang-bang play.

(Note to Bridgewater-Raritan: can
we replace the snow fences with some-
thing taller and sturdier?)

To make things worse, the ump had
“rabbit ears” and started up a conver-
sation with several WHS fans down
the right-field line who were getting
on his case. The guy was ripe for the
picking (on) but it’s a sign of old age
that I just let it slide. (My apologies to
original Westfield summer travel team
managers Bob Brewster Sr. and Pat
Papaccio, who used to love it when-
ever they found an ump with rabbit
ears.) And it’s days like that when I
really wish Al Pfeiffer was there!

JAYVEES COUNTY CHAMPS
Congratulations to coach Ken Miller

and his team after they won the Union
County Jayvee Baseball Tournament
with an 18-9 victory over Governor
Livingston.

Trailing 8-0, the Highlanders battled
back to tie the game at 8 when WHS
starter Mike Mondon lost his control.
Justin Erickson (three innings) and
James O’Rourke (two) shut the door
and an eight-run fifth won it.

The offense was supplied by lf Matt
Varakian (2-for-4, three runs, three
RBI), ss Brett Ryan (1-for-3, three
runs, three walks), 1b Mike Coletta
(2-for-4, two runs, four RBI), 2b Jon
Gribbin (2-4, two runs, two RBI) and
cf O’Rourke (three walks, three runs).
Other regulars were dh John Randazzo,
c Taylor Friss, 3b Aris Psyhojos and
Ben Kraus, and rf Brian Duffy and
Erickson. 3b Ryan Elliott, 2b Kurt
Kowalski and ss Ryan Ferraro pro-
vided infield depth.

Going back through the record
books, it shouldn’t be surprising that
the varsity has usually been good be-
cause the jayvees were usually very
good. Starting in the early 1960s with
Norm Koury (34-0 in three years),
followed by Dick Zimmer (61-12 in
four), Pete Lima (99-41 in seven), Bob
Brewster (130-59 in eight), Bob Bruno
(65-26-1 in four), Joe Marino (120-
39-2 in seven) and, since 1994, Miller
(226-91-4 in 17 years), the jayvees
have a 50-year record of 735-268-7
(73.3 winning percentage).

Here are WHS’s results (6 wins, 7
losses) in championship games of the
UCT Jayvee Tournament, which
started in 1970 (note: that first year the
winner was Gov. Livingston, coached
by future WHS coach Dave Cilo):

Coach Ken Miller
2010: beat Gov. Livingston 18-9
2009: beat Cranford 10-8
2004: beat Union 13-7
2001: beat Union 2-0
1994: beat Elizabeth 10-7

Coach Joe Marino
1993: beat Union 8-4
1992: lost to Union 8-4
1991: lost to SP-F 8-4
1990: lost to SP-F 4-2
1987: lost to Elizabeth 7-3

Coach Bob Bruno
1986: lost to Union 8-6

Coach Bob Brewster
1982: lost to Union Catholic 4-1
1980: lost to Cranford 5-4

DEN STUMPER QUESTION
E-mail me with the answer to this

question and earn an evening, on the
Den, at Dillon’s (unless the Jolly Trol-
ley has been restored to its old name).
Here’s the question: name the five
men who have coached the WHS boys
tennis team to a state title. Hint: George
Kapner (four titles), Tony Berardo
(seven), Bill Hansel (three) and Sam
Bunting (three) are the other four.

THIS AND THAT
Bob Brewster’s 28th season as WHS

baseball coach produced an 18-9 final
record, giving him 474 career wins.
When you include his eight years as
the program’s jayvee coach, Brew has
notched 604 baseball wins at WHS.
And those 474 baseball wins move
him into the no. 3 spot for all-time
wins at WHS, ahead of Walt Clarkson,
who notched 467 in track, cross-coun-
try and swimming. He trails only Gary
Kehler (739) and George Kapner (955
and counting).

Because recordkeeping wasn’t a big
deal in the 1920s, it’s difficult to find
the golf team’s records back then. But
the Blue Devils are closing in on the
1,000th golf victory in school history,
a number already reached by the base-
ball, boys basketball and boys tennis
teams. Not counting the 1920s, WHS
had 912 golf victories coming into this
season.

The softball team suffered its first
losing season since 2003 and just the
second in the 37-year history of the
program.

K.C. Knobloch (WHS, ’78) is the
assistant coach (with his wife Deanna)
of the Moorestown girls lacrosse team
whose 228-game win streak against
N.J. opponents was snapped last week
when Shawnee posted a 7-6 victory in
the South Jersey Group 3 final.
Shawnee then lost to Mendham 12-6
in the state final. Meade Brewster,
daughter of WHS grad Daryl (’75),
had two goals for Mendham.

Congratulations to WHS grad Ken
Marsh (’90), whose Ridge boys la-
crosse team won the state Group 3 title
over West Windsor-Plainsboro North.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Three: 11-14 in 1985, 9-15 in 1990

and 9-14 in 2000.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK

This week’s winner of a free sub at
Westfield Subs (263 South Avenue
East) is John Bohlinger. The senior
attack scored 50 goals – while leading
the team in assists! – to become just
the seventh 50-goal scorer in school
history. He joins Ryan Yarusi (61), Ed
Joffe (59), Rob Schmalz (53), Mike
Bialick (53), Chris Dodge (52) and
Chris Aslanian (50).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
Whs4evr!

Devil of the Week
John Bohlinger
Boys lacrosse

We really don’t throw the ball around.
We are a team that usually plays pretty
good defense,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock said. “They put pres-
sure on us to make plays. That’s what
they do, and we knew that coming in.
They capitalized twice on it.”

The Raiders also capitalized on a
fine created opportunity in the bot-
tom of the second inning. Joe
D’Annunzio ripped a single to left
and sprinted to third on Binkiewicz’s
single to center. After Binkiewicz was
thrown out by catcher Linger attempt-
ing to steal for the second out, Cougar
starting sophomore pitcher Kurt
Rutmeyer walked Mazzella, whose
pinch runner got caught in a run-
down. In the meantime, D’Annunzio
blazed home to score before the Cou-
gars could make the putout.

“We were setting something up for
him to get off the base and to see if we
can get them to throw the ball around.
We capitalized on their mistake,” coach
Baylock said. “I don’t know if we do
that with anyone else on third base. He
is so fast. Once the first baseman made
the throw, Joey scored.”

Rutmeyer was successful in throw-
ing a fastball strike on all of his first
pitches then following up with break-
ing balls to keep the Raiders’ armada
of hitters off-balance. It worked well
until the Raiders broke loose in then
fifth inning with a pair of runs.
Mazzella whacked a solo home run,
Taylor Schon singled and Ricky
Shevlin (2-for-4) hopped an RBI
single to give the Raiders a 3-2 lead.
Freshman Ryan Williamson relieved
to stop the rally.

“After a couple of innings, we got
the pattern, and we started hitting the
ball,” coach Baylock said.

Opportunity knocked in the sixth,
and the Cougars pounced. Mark
Osofsky and Nick Cook walked and
Rob Ghiretti chopped an RBI single
over third. Freshman Sean Feeney
followed with a devastating two-run
triple to the right field fence, and
Linger made the score, 6-3, with a
sacrifice fly to right.

“I was looking to pick myself back
up, and I got a pitch right down the
middle. It felt good off the bat. I knew
it was in the gap. I saw the kid couldn’t
get to it. It was stuck at the fence, so
I kept going,” Feeney explained.

Binkiewicz blasted a leadoff home
run in the seventh. Williamson got the
next batter to line out to center then
followed up with a strikeout. Raider
Mike Lauricella’s grounder to third

seemed likely to be the third out, but
the ball was overthrown. Shevlin
singled and Rivera bounced an RBI
single to bring John Maxwell to the
plate with runners on first and sec-
ond. On a 2-2 count, Williamson
fooled Maxwell with a curveball to
pick up the win.

“I just got to keep coming in and
never giving up, because my team-
mates never let me down, so I will
never let them down,” Williamson
said. “My curveball really wasn’t
going for a strike, but I felt like I
needed to throw that last one for a
strike. I did it! It was a big pitch!”

“Williamson was predominantly
fastball, and he threw a couple of
curveballs every now and then. He
threw one for a strikeout on the last
pitch. It took a lot of guts to throw that
pitch in that spot,” coach Baylock said.

“Hats off to Cranford! They played
a better game than we did. They got
guys on base. We did get some big
hits toward the end, but when it comes
down to it, we didn’t get the runs we
needed,” Raider shortstop Mike Ridge
said. “We didn’t have our greatest
defense today. We made way too many
errors. Their pitchers did their job.
They kept us off-balance.”

“We were one base hit away. I’m
looking on deck, and we have Ridge
and Joey coming up right behind him.
Maxwell! I haven’t told him yet that
he had 99 hits. I was waiting for the
one hit to get that 100th in. It would
have been sweet to have that 100th hit
as a tying run,” coach Baylock said.
“If we win tomorrow, we will be 25-
6. Our best record in 35 years! You
can’t take that away form the kids.”

Interestingly, Ridge and Maxwell
each reached the 100-hit mark and
D’Annunzio got his 40th RBI of the
season in a 10-0 win over Plainfield
the next day.
Cranford 100 014 0 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 010 020 2 5

Football/Cheerleader
PAL Registration Set
Registration for the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood PAL football season for
players and cheerleaders will be held
this Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon at
the Scotch Plains Police Department.
Signups will also be available for the
SPF PAL football camp that will be
held June 28 to July 1. For informa-
tion or to make copies of the registra-
tion forms, go to the SPF PAL website,
www.spfpal.com.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. JUNE 6TH 1-5PM

Mountainside. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Ranch with LR w/wood floors and a stone faced
wdbg fplc. The adjacent DR has pocket French doors that lead you into a sun room. The
custom gourmet kit has two skylights, blond oak cabinets, Corian counters, built-in sub-
Zero frig, Jenn-Air electric cook top & double ovens. The finished basement has a FR with
an authentic English Pub bar & wdbg fplc, an office/guest room, full bath, exercise room
& laundry rm. Also has a 2 car gar, paver block patio & IG Pool. Directions: New
Providence or Glenside onto Deer Path #1618.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. JUNE 6TH 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. This Colonial home built in 2005 boasts a gourmet kit, w/ granite
countertops & island, open to a spacious FR with gas fireplace. A LR/DR combination and
a powder room complete the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has 4 large Bedrooms, including a MBR
suite with a walk in close, a separate laundry room, & a full walk up staircase leading to a
huge attic. There is a fin basement with 9 foot ceilings and a 3rd full bath. This lovely home
features hardwood floors throughout. Directions: Hetfield to Meadowview Rd #2120.

Cranford. A charming Side Hall Colonial, in a prime location, with a combination of
old world charm and convenience of modern day living. This spacious 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath
home boasts a warm and inviting LR with fireplace and leaded glass windows. The FDR
has French doors leading to the den, as well as the sunroom. The 6 year old kitchen features
oak cabinetry and granite countertops. Hardwood floors throughout the house, Central
Air Conditioning and a 2 car detached garage. The exterior has been freshly painted.
Directions: North Union to Manor to Tuxedo Place #3.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. JUNE 6TH 1-5PM

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room with wood burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The
second level has 4 Bedrooms and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/
Office plus a Full Bath. Hard wood Floors throughout. Large unfinished Basement and
2 car detached garage.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths prestigious
Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa
like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few
of the many appointments included in this gem.

COLONIAL

Westfield. Charming 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial. Light and bright open floor plan with
gleaming hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace, renovated Eat In Kitchen with custom
cabinetry. Finished basement. First floor bath (2009), GAS Furnace (2006), exterior painted
(2008). Great location close to schools, town and train.


