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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 43rd Annual
Booster Club Awards to 25 High School Senior Athletes

The Westfield High School (WHS)
Booster Club (BC) recently awarded 25
student athlete scholarships in honor and
memory of WHS coaches, athletes and
boosters. Many scholarships were funded
by local organizations and donors.

A scholarship committee, which con-
sisted of Myles Driscoll Jr., Gary Fox,
Jim Lau, Bill Taylor and Tom Madaras,
evaluated the candidates based on the
information received from the athletes
themselves, the Guidance department, and
Athletic Director Ed Tranchina, who also
reviewed all the applications.

The Athletic Directors Award:
Tranchina, who is retiring after 25 years

with WHS, presented the Athletic Direc-
tors Award, in honor of Tranchina and the
three previous WHS Athletic Directors,
Bob Duncan, John Lay and Gary Kehler.
The Friends of Westfield Track, The
Westfield Baseball League and The
Westfield Lacrosse Club stepped forward
to fund the award.

Zach Helfand, son of Linda and Mike
Helfand, earned five varsity letters in
football, indoor track and lacrosse. In
football, he earned Second Team (2T)
All-Watchung Conference (WC) honors.
In track, Zach was named to the First
Team (1T) All-Area (AA) and 1T All-
Union County (UC) teams in the 4x400
relay, and Third Team (3T) UC for the
hurdles. He is also a member of the school
record holding 4x400 indoor relay team.

Zach is a member of the National Honor
Society, an Edward J. Bloustein Scholar,
National Merit Scholar and has been a
member of the distinguished honor roll
throughout high school. He was awarded
the Raymond Bailey Award for football
and received the UC Scholar Athlete
Award.

Zach has founded the Fantasy Sports
Club, is a Hi Eye’s Sports Editor, a mem-
ber of the Wall Street Club and an officer
of the Jr. Optimist and Latin Clubs. Zach
will attend the University of Michigan.

The Walter L. Clarkson Honorary
Award:

Thom Hornish, coach of the WHS girl’s
cross-country (CC) team, presented the
award, given by the Friends of Westfield
Track. Caraugh Ball, daughter of Bitsy
and Russ Ball, ran CC and track, earning
four letters. She was a captain of both
teams and was voted the CC Most Valu-
able Senior (MVS) last fall.

Caraugh is a member of the National
Honor Society, a Bloustein Distinguished
Scholar Nominee and has been on the
distinguished honor roll throughout high
school. She is a Transition Project Leader,
a writer, photographer and editor for Hi
Eye’s and IRIS, a member of the Latin
Club and an officer of the Junior Optimist
Club. Caraugh will attend The College of
New Jersey, where she is considering
continuing her CC and track career.

Alumni Scholarship:
Initiated by the Roger Love family, the

award was funded jointly by Taylor and
Love Realtors and by the Boosters Asso-
ciation. Roger Love (WHS Class of ’57)
and his daughter, Traci Kastner (Class of

’84), presented the award to Mike
Fietkiewicz, son of Jane and John
Fietkiewicz. Mike has earned six varsity
letters (3 golf, 2 CC, 1 winter track). He
was the 2009 WC Golf Champion and a
member of three consecutive WC and UC
championship teams. This spring, he was
captain of the golf team.

Mike is a distinguished honor roll stu-
dent. He is a St. Helen’s Peer Minister and
confirmation teacher, a volunteer at the
St. Joseph’s and Agape Soup Kitchens.
Mike co-founded the Fantasy Sports Club,
which will award a scholarship with the
funds the club has raised. Mike will at-
tend Roanoke College and will play golf.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award:
WHS girls swim team coach Brooke

Smith presented the award to Suzanne
Lemberg, daughter of Fran and Barry
Lemberg. She earned four letters on the
swim team. Suzanne, the team captain
this year, holds the WHS records in the
50- and 100-yard freestyle, and is a mem-
ber of the school record holding 200-yard
free and 200-yard medley relay teams and
the 400-free relay team. She is a four-time
1T All-UC swimmer and was named The
Star-Ledger UC and Courier News Swim-
mer of the Year as a sophomore. Suzanne
has also received all-state honors three
consecutive years.

Suzanne is a distinguished honor roll
student and a member of the National
Honor Society. She is also a member of
the Model UN, Operation Smile and Noth-
ing But Nets. Suzanne will attend Emory
University and will continue her swim-
ming career.

The Gary Kehler Award:
Presented by coach Kehler’s wife,

Alice Kehler, and their sons, Glen, a
WHS Hall of Fame member, and Doug.
This award is given by the Boosters in
memory of Gary Kehler, WHS’s “Hall of
Fame” former athletic director, football
coach, wrestling coach and golf coach.

Brian Henry, son of Leonor Gutierrez
and Michael Henry, earned six varsity
letters (2 football, 2 wrestling, 2 spring
track). He was a captain of the wrestling
and spring track teams this year, and was
voted MVS in wrestling.

In wrestling, Brian was named 3T All-
UC and earned the Gary Kehler “Most
Heart Award” as a senior and was on the
All-WC and the UC 2T as a junior. In
football, he earned Honorable Mention
All-Area recognition. Brian is a Transi-
tion Project Leader and will attend Seton
Hall University.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award:
Presented by Jack Martin, coach of the

WHS boys CC, indoor and spring track
teams, and given by the Friends of
Westfield Track in honor of coach Jack
Martin, who began his service as a
Westfield coach in 1972.

The recipient, Tyler Cusick, son of
Susan and George Cusick, earned seven
letters in CC, winter track, and spring
track. He was a captain of the state cham-
pionship CC team last fall. Tyler was 2T
All-UC in CC (2008, 2009) and 1T All-
Area and 2T All-UC this winter in the 800

meters.
He is a distinguished honor roll student

and a member of the National Honor
Society, Bloustein Scholar and has the
highest GPA among senior boys at WHS.
Tyler was an officer of the Spanish club,
participated in the community service
club and is a founder of a book drive for
the under privileged. Tyler will attend
Harvard University where he is consider-
ing continuing his running career.
The Peter Houlihan Memorial Awards:

Presented by Bill Ludlum, former
Booster President, and funded by anony-
mous Boosters, as well as by the Associa-
tion itself.

The female recipient, Grace
MacKenzie, daughter of Barb and Scott
MacKenzie, earned six letters (3 soccer, 3
spring track). Last fall, she was a captain
on the soccer team that was a Group IV
runner-up, ranked third in New Jersey
and 11th in the nation. Grace is a member
of the National Honor Society. She serves
as secretary of the French club. Grace will
attend Wheaton College, where she will
play soccer.

The male recipient, David Fishman,
son of Diane and Ronald Fishman, earned
five letters (2 indoor track, 3 outdoor
track). He was a winter track group sec-
tional pole vault champion and has placed
in the Group IV and Tournament of Cham-
pions competitions. He was 2T All-UC
indoor track this winter and was voted the
MVS.

David is in the National Honor Society
and a Bloustein Scholar Nominee. He
participates in the Transition Project,
Future Business Leaders, and the Wall
Street Society. David is a four-year mem-
ber of the marching band. He will attend
Washington and Lee, where he will run
track and pole vault.
The Westfield Basketball Association

Awards:
Presented by Frank Fusaro, Boosters

first vice-president.
The female recipient, Diana Venezia,

daughter of Ann and Michael Venezia,
earned four letters in basketball. She was
a captain was voted MVS. Diana earned
1T All-UC and WC honors, was named to
The Star-Ledger All-Defensive Team and
twice was named to the Courier News
All-Area team. Diana was selected to
participate in the New Jersey North/South
game and was a top-15 selection by the
UC Coaches. She was named the Brian
Picolo Award winner by the District 10
chapter of UNICO this year.

Diana has been on the Distinguished
Honor Roll throughout high school. Diana
will attend the University of North Caro-
lina-Wilmington and will be a member of
the women’s basketball team.

The male recipient, Patrick Sabatino,
son of Colleen and Daniel Sabatino, played
lacrosse and basketball, earning four let-
ters. This season, he received the Coach’s
Award for basketball. He was voted to the
All-UC 2T and named the “Skinned Knee
Player of the State” this season. He holds
the WHS record for blocked shots in a
game (junior year). He has served as an

assistant coach for the Holy Trinity sixth
grade basketball teams. Patrick will at-
tend Stevens Institute of Technology and
play basketball.
The Megan Kelly Memorial Award:
Presented by Jim Lau, Boosters Trea-

surer. This scholarship is given jointly by
the Kelly family and the Boosters in
memory of Megan Kelly, who was a
freshman member of the 1987 girls soc-
cer team and who died in 1988.

Lacy Cummings, daughter of Marijane
and George Cummings, was a four-year
member of the gymnastics team and
served as tri-captain this season. She led
WHS to top-10 finishes at the state cham-
pionships the last three seasons and won
the NJSIAA vault State Championship
once and placed third twice. She also
placed 16th and 10th in the NJSIAA all-
around the last two seasons. She was
sectional all-around champion (junior
year) and UC all-around champion the
last three seasons.

She holds the WHS vault, beam and
all-around records and her score last fall
at the Cougar Invitational is also a school
record. She was selected to represent New
Jersey at the National High School Gym-
nastics Championship Senior Showcase.

Lacy is a member of the National Honor
Society and the Latin and French clubs.
She has also organized a Christmas gift
drive for children at St. Lima church in
Newark for the last three years. Lacy will
attend William and Mary College and
continue her gymnastics career.
John Byrne Memorial Scholarship:
Presented by Owen Brand, Booster

and member of the WHS Hall of Fame,
and given by the Byrne family in memory
of John Byrne, a former varsity athlete at
WHS in the late 1970s.

Lisa Nehring, daughter of Mary Jane
and Robert Nehring, earned eight letters
(3 volleyball, 3 spring track, 2 winter
track). She is a captain of the track team.
In volleyball, Lisa was named 2T All-
UC. In track, she has been a member of
the teams that hold the WHS records in
the distance medley and 4x1,600 relays.

Lisa is a member of the National Honor
Society. Lisa will attend Colby College
and plans to play volleyball and run track.

The Friends and Family of Marge
and Bob Brewster:

WHS varsity baseball coach Bob
Brewster presented the award. Coach
Brewster is also the first recipient of a
Westfield Booster Scholarship. The
Brewster’s have been long-time support-
ers of the Boosters and the local football,
basketball and baseball programs.

Amanda Markowski, daughter of Mary
Anne and Ed Markowski, played soccer
and basketball, earning four letters. She
was a basketball captain this winter. This
fall, she earned 1T WC and 2T All-UC
honors in soccer. Amanda also holds the
WHS records in girls basketball for steals.

Amanda is a member of the National
Honor Society and received the UC
Scholar Athlete Award. She is an officer
of the concert chair, co-president of Op-
eration Smile, a member of Breast Cancer
Awareness and serves as a peer minister
at St. Helen’s Church. Amanda will at-
tend Marist College.
The Greta Schoenemann Memorial

Scholarship:
Presented by WHS girls soccer coach

Alex Schmidt. To honor Greta’s memory,
the Boosters have established a scholar-
ship in her name to be awarded to a senior

girls’ soccer player
about whom it can
be said – “she was
a great teammate.”

Kathleen Esler,
daughter of Patti
and Bill Esler,
earned six letters
(3 soccer, 3 soft-
ball). She was a
softball team cap-
tain. The last two
seasons, Kathleen

has been named to the 2T All-UC teams
in soccer and softball.

Kathleen is a transition project leader
and has earned Girl Scouting’s highest
honor, the Gold Award. Kathleen will
attend Wake Forest University and plans
to play club soccer.

The Jim Nicoll Scholarship Award
Thom Hornish presented the award

that honors Jim Nicoll, who has served as
the financial secretary of the Friends of
Westfield Track for many years.

Kelly Irving, daughter of Marti and
Jeff Irving, is a captain of the spring track
team and played field hockey last fall.
She earned nine letters (4 track, 3 field
hockey, 2 winter track). She has earned
2T All-UC honors in field hockey and
spring track. Kelly has competed in the
Penn Relays three times. She holds the
school record in the triple jump, and is a
member of the 4x200 relay team that
holds the school and UC records and the
team that holds the WHS 4x400 record.

Kelly is a member of operation smile.
Kelly will attend Salisbury University
where she may play field hockey and run
track.
The Westfield Baseball League Award:

Presented by Leo White, president of
the Westfield Baseball League (WBL).
Maximilian Fusaro, son of Janice and
Frank Fusaro, earned three letters (2 base-
ball, 1 basketball). He is a co-captain of
the baseball team. Max is a member of the
Spanish club. He also works with the St.
Thomas youth basketball program and
coaches a 9-year-old summer baseball
travel team for the WBL. He will attend
St. Joseph’s University.

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield Scholarship:

Ed Ronk, Girls Softball League of
Westfield President, presented the award
to Tara Criscuolo, daughter of Claire and
Steve Criscuolo, who earned six letters (4
tennis, 2 softball). Last fall she was a
captain of the Group IV championship
and Tournament of Champions runner-
up girl’s tennis team and was voted MVS.

In tennis, Tara was a member of four
UC Championship teams and won the
County Championship at third singles
and second singles (twice), while also
placing third in first singles once. She was
named 3T and 2T All-UC once and 1T
twice. In softball, Tara has started every
game the last two years.

She is a transition leader and has played
in the WHS Band and Orchestra through-
out high. Tara has conducted a book drive
for Queen of Angles Grammar School in
Newark in which over 1,000 books were
collected and donated. Tara will attend
the College of New Jersey, where she will
continue her tennis career.
Tri Sports Achievement Scholarship:

Tom Tresnan (Booster member and
past president) and Rick Lessner (Booster)
were the presenters. This scholarship,
sponsored by the Lessner and Tresnan
Families, recognizes a student athlete,
who has demonstrated outstanding ath-
letic abilities by achieving three varsity
letters in three different sports in their
senior year.

Nikki Aronson, daughter of Cindy and
Mitch Aronson, earned six letters (3 bas-
ketball, 2 softball, 1 field hockey). She
was named to the All-Area softball team
in 2009, The Westfield Leader All-De-
cade Team and a member of the 2009 WC
Championship team. She was a member
of the 2008 UC Champion and 2009 WC
Championship basketball team.

Nikki served as a transition leader;
sports editor for Hi’s Eye and was an
officer of the Junior Optimist and Asian
Awareness clubs. Nikki will attend Bos-
ton University.
The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse Award:

Lois Hely presented the award to Katie
Brennan, daughter of Cathy and Bill
Brennan, who has earned three letters in
lacrosse. Katie is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, French National
Honor Society and won the Dartmouth
English Award. She was president of her
class for three years and recording secre-
tary and president of the Student Council,
respectively, the last two years. Katie is
also an editor of Hi’s Eye, a lobby presi-
dent for Youth and Government and tran-
sition leader. She serves as a St. Helen’s
Peer Minister and is a member of the
Paper Mill Theatre Touring Class. Katie
will attend Brown University.
The Westfield Tennis Association
Award:

WHS boys soccer and boys tennis coach
George Kapner presented the award to

Graeme Stahl, son of Beth Brenner and
Mark Stahl. Graeme is a quad-captain of
the tennis team, and he earned four letters.
He won an NJSIAA State and three UC
doubles crowns, been a member of four
UC and two Group IV and one Tourna-
ment of Champions championship teams.

Graeme is an AP Scholar with honors,
National Merit commended scholar and
member of the distinguished honor roll.
He is president of the National Honor
Society, a Transition Project leader, and
member of the Wall Street Society Club,
the Fed Challenge and Euro Challenge
and organizes and mentors in the Plainfield
Connection. Graeme will attend the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

The Deborah Tuohy Memorial
Scholarship:

Dennis Tuohy, Deborah’s husband, and
their son Patrick, the assistant varsity
lacrosse coach at WHS, presented the
award in memory of Deborah Tuohy by
her husband and three sons. The recipi-
ent, Andrew Arnold, son of Judy and
Robert Arnold, earned five letters (2 foot-
ball, 3 lacrosse). He was lacrosse team
captain the last two seasons.

He was selected the team’s defensive
MVP (2008, 2009) and last season was
crowned the Ground Ball King. He was
selected 1T All-UC by The Star-Ledger
and Honorable Mention All-Area by the
Courier News. He has also earned Group
3 All-State and All-Fitch Division honors
the last two seasons.

Andrew will attend Sienna College
where he will play lacrosse

Advisor’s Awards:
Mike Helfand (Boosters 2nd vice-presi-

dent) presented the awards. The female
recipient, Rebecca Kape, daughter of
Laurie and Brian Kape, earned three let-
ters in soccer. She was a captain this
season on the team that was a Group IV
runner-up, ranked third in New Jersey
and 11th in the nation.

She was selected to the National Soc-
cer Coaches Association of American
All-America and All-Region teams, was
named a top-20 state and regional player
by the New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches
Association and named to their all-state
teams the last two seasons. She was named
to the 1T All-State, Group IV and UC
teams. She was named twice to the WC
1T. She was selected MVS on the team.
Rebecca was also named The Star-Led-
ger UC Player of the Year, Courier News
All-Area Player, and National Girls and
Women in Sports WHS Female Athlete
of the Year.

She is an ambassador for Soccer With-
out Borders. Rebecca is a member of the
Honor Roll and will attend Rider Univer-
sity where she will play soccer.

The male recipient, Matt Meserole,
son of Noreen Wickwire and Gary
Meserole, earned four letters in swim-
ming. He was captain and was MVS this
year. Matt has been on four UC and one
state championship team. He has won
eight county individual or relay champi-
onships, and was named by The Star-
Ledger the Freshman Swimmer of the
Year and Swimmer of the Year this past
season. He placed twice at the meet of
champions and holds UC records in 100-
backstroke, 400-freestyle relay and 200-
medley relay. Matt has earned All-State
recognition six times in the 100-butterfly,
100-freestyle, 100-backstroke, and 400-
freestyle relay.

Matt is a National Honor Society mem-
ber, three time scholastic All-American
and scored 800 on the Math SAT. He will
attend the University of Maryland, where
he will continue his swimming career.

The Executive Committee Award:
Booster John Bennett, former Booster

President, presented the award to Claire
Stevens-Haas, daughter of Dana Stevens
and David Haas, who earned 10 letters (4
gymnastics, 3 winter track, 4 spring track).
Claire qualified for the Meet of Champi-
ons in the pole vault this winter, and holds
the WHS record in winter track and the
spring track triple jump record, and is a
member of the record-holding teams for
the spring triple jump (2- and 3-person
relays), and long jump (3-person relay).

Claire is a member of the Italian and
National Honor societies. She is a news
editor for Hi’s Eye, president of the Young
Democrats and Asian Awareness clubs.
Claire will attend New York University
where she plans to continue her track and
pole-vaulting career.

The President’s Award:
John Fietkiewicz, Booster President,

presented the most prestigious
President’s Award to Ryan Scrudato,
son of Diane and Charlie Scrudato, who
earned nine letters (3 CC, 3 winter track,
3 spring track). He was a captain of the
Group IV State Championship CC teams
as well as the winter and spring track
teams this year. Ryan was voted the
MVS in CC.

In CC, Ryan was named to the Group
IV All-State 3T and the UC and All-Area
1T. He was named to the UC 1T and All-
Area 2T for indoor track. Ryan was a
member of the UC 2T in CC and spring
track his junior year.

Ryan is a member of the National Honor
Society. Ryan is a Transition Project
leader, and member of breast cancer
awareness, operation smile and the Ital-
ian clubs. Ryan will attend the Marist
College where he will continue his cross-
country and distance track career.
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This lovely cottage/cape cod style home boasts charm beginning with the curb appeal. The front door opens to a sun-
filled, enclosed porch (11x8) with ceiling fan and jalousie windows. A French door opens to the Living room (17x11) and
beyond is the Formal Dining Room (12x11). Hardwood floors in these rooms add to the warmth of the home. The work
area of the light and bright Kitchen (11X9) was updated in 2000. The cozy Breakfast Nook (10 x 9) boasts finished wood
flooring and built-in cabinets. There is access to the outdoor patio, rear yard and basement recreation room from the
kitchen. The versatile bedroom/family room (12x11) and full bath completes the first floor. The second floor features two
bedrooms (one, captive) (14x12) (12x10) with deep closets and storage areas. Dormer windows add charm and additional
lighting. A full bath completes this level. This area could make a perfect master suite. The Basement features a carpeted
Recreation room (21x10) with built-in shelves. Laundry/utility room and storage area are also located on this level. This
delightful home is convenient to the Garden State Parkway and Jefferson Elementary School. Offered for $399,900.
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