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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Thank You, Letter Carriers’
Food Drive Was a Huge Success

Excuses, Not Reasons, For Union
County Insurance Premium Hike

Parkway Exit in Clark
Needs Improvements
On May 13, 2010, The Westfield Leader

published an e-mail I sent to The Union
County Board of Freeholders expressing
my concern for the safety of drivers exit-
ing the Parkway at exit 135 in Clark.
Since the publication of this e-mail, I
have spoken to an engineer from the
Turnpike Authority who admitted to me
that the Authority has received many
complaints about the signs at this exit.

I have also exchanged e-mails with
County Freeholder Chairman Daniel
Sullivan, whose associate has promised
me that the county would look into the
matter. Numerous friends and acquain-
tances have remarked to me that this is a
real safety issue that should be addressed.
I would urge any person who is as con-
cerned about this as I am to e-mail Chair-
man Sullivan at dsullivan@ucnj.org and
let him know that you are troubled by this
situation and would like to see the rela-
tively easy corrective measures (more
accurate signs and permanent plastic py-
lons) taken to alleviate the problem.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Thank You Rubber Ducks In
Mindowaskin for FightSMA

Free Speech And The
U.S. Supreme Court

Properly understood, moral rights are
unalienable to every individual. Unfortu-
nately for our country, President Obama’s
Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan is
anti-rights. For example, she does not be-
lieve in free-speech rights: “Whether a given
category of speech enjoys First Amend-
ment protection depends upon a categorical
balancing of the value of the speech against
its societal costs.” In other words, Kagan
finds it perfectly OK to for government to
censor speech that it dislikes. This utterly
violates our Constitution’s first amendment,
which in part reads “Congress shall make
no law... abridging the freedom of speech...”
What part of “no” do Obama and Kagan not
understand? Obama’s poor decision to
nominate Kagan should be opposed by all
Americans who value their free-speech
rights.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Rep. Payne’s Role and Actions in
Roselle’s Politics Is Questioned

Letters to the Editor

The letter carriers of Westfield and
Mountainside would like to thank the
community who helped to make the 18th
annual NALC Food Drive on May 9 such
a huge success. The largest one day food
drive in the nation collected over one
billion pounds of food this year Despite
the hard times being felt by all, with your
help, we raised over 25,000 lbs. of food
for those less fortunate in our area. At the
start of the day, the shelves at the Holy
Trinity food pantry were bare, but through
our combined efforts, they filled quickly.

Special thanks all who volunteered at the
food panty, to Tony and Nick from Fal-
con Printing for donating the thank oou
cards we were able to hand out and to
everyone in the community for opening
their cupboards again to help fill Holy
Trinity’s.

Lenni Brooks, Pres.
(Westfield P.O.)

Jose Fragoso, V.P.
(Mountainside P.O.)
NALC Branch 1492

On behalf of the New Jersey Chapter of
FightSMA, we would like to thank every-
one who generously supported the 4th
annual Rubber Duck Race in
Mindowaskin Park last weekend. Hun-
dreds of people lined the pond to watch
5,000 rubber ducks race to the finish line,
and we raised more than $15,000 toward
finding a cure for spinal muscular atro-
phy.

Special thanks go to Brian Moynihan,
our DJ for the fourth consecutive year,
who donated his time and talent to create
a wonderful musical backdrop for the
event. The Department of Public Works
and the Fire Department once again got
the ducks into the pond and to the finish
line in great style.

Thanks to Rockin Joe and Philly Pret-
zels for their delicious donations. Thanks
to everyone who baked (especially Lauren

Echausse for her delicious cake-balls and
the Warsh family for the chocolate chip
cookies.), and to those who took photos
(especially Nancy Murray, our unofficial
event photographer), helped out with
games and prizes, and came out to cheer
while the ducks took their mark.

Thanks also go to: Eric LaGrande  and
Mohammed Sinu from the Rutgers Uni-
versity football team who came out to
meet the crowd and sign autographs;
Roosevelt Vice-Principal Matt Bolton
who braved the dunk tank – and to special
guests from PTC Corporation in nearby
South Plainfield, where they work dili-
gently in their laboratories every day to
find a cure for spinal muscular atrophy.

It was a wonderful afternoon for all.

Maureen Higgins
Westfield

[Re: Letter to the editor last week]:
Michael Presutti, representing Union
County’s health insurance broker Brown
and Brown Metro, may believe the ex-
cuses he provides for the 34 percent pre-
mium hike Union County had foisted
upon them this year — but insurance
insiders willing to be honest know the
real reasons.

The idea that CIGNA originally wanted
a 45 percent increase because of inordi-
nate claims activity is absurd for a prod-
uct designed to spread risk and, as far as
I know, we didn’t have a plague affecting
only Union County employees. Rates

went up because the industry’s monopoly
pricing assures no competition and higher
premiums are needed right now to make
up for past (and expected future) invest-
ment losses. In addition, the recently en-
acted health care law repeals portions of
the McCarran/Ferguson Act applicable
to health insurers and will likely mean
that future premium increases will be
capped by federal law.

Because of that, insurers are looking to
start from as high a base as possible.

John Bury
Kenilworth

For Those Tired of Stale Politics as
Usual, Why Not Join Reform Party?

This June 8 when the polls close for the
Republican Primary Election in New
Jersey’s Seventh Congressional District,
three men will stand impatiently by the
television screen to see if any of them had
defeated incumbent Leonard Lance.
Through the spring time months Bruce
Baker, Lon Hosford, and David Larsen
have argued that they are each the true
Conservative, and that Mr. Lance is actu-
ally just a Republican in Name Only, or
R.I.N.O.

Lance has received the endorsement
from each of the Seventh District’s Re-
publican County Organizations:
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Union, and
Somerset. It would seem that Mr. Lance
is the Republican Party’s backed candi-
date, and when viewing each of the other
candidate’s positions, Mr. Baker, Mr.
Hosford, and Mr. Larsen are actually the
Republicans in Name Only, which is a
positive.

On May 13, Mr. Larsen made a pitch
towards his fellow Conservative-backed
candidates to rally behind him to defeat
Mr. Lance in the Primary. Taking a peak
at Mr. Hosford’s website, an individual
will see that he is a certified constitu-
tional candidate and has been present for
numerous Tea Party functions. Lastly,
Mr. Baker makes immediate mention on
his website that he is for a constitutional
amendment that would establish term
limits for our elected officials and a bal-
anced budget. On the other hand, the
Republicans have backed a candidate in

Mr. Lance who has supported economic
policies, which have nearly destroyed
our economy and the American Dream.

He continues to back the free trade
agreements, which have cost millions of
Americans their jobs. He continues to
support “Cap and Trade” which has helped
eliminate instead of stimulate our
economy. If the Republican Party is for
“Cap and Trade” and free trade, while
being against term limits and a balanced
budget amendment then my question to
Mr. Hosford, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Larsen
is, why do you want to be a Republican
anyway?

There is another option in New Jersey,
and it is the Reform Party. The Reform
Party has fought for nearly 20 years to
end America’s free trade agreements,
establish term limits for our elected offi-
cials in Washington, D.C., and enact a
balanced budget amendment. I would
like to ask the Republicans, Indepen-
dents, and even Democrats if they are
tired of stale politics as usual to give my
party a shot, especially as we prepare for
the elections of 2012.

To the candidates attempting to defeat
Mr.  Lance, I wish you all good luck in the
Primary, but remember that there is a
party with fiscal responsibility ideals right
around the corner and, unlike the Repub-
lican Party, you’re more than welcome to
join this party anytime.

Jacob Zychick
Westfield

We [in Roselle] received our sample
ballots in the mail and see that incumbent,
Donald Payne, is listed unopposed in
Column A. What has he done as a repre-
sentative of Roselle in Congress? We
haven’t heard or seen anything that would
make us automatically vote for him.

Representative Payne is pretty sure of
himself, however, and is taking the voters
of Roselle for granted. According to a
CDM article (it’s forced on us, we get it
free in the mail), Payne endorsed a Roselle
candidate in Column B, James Moore.
The problem we have is that Payne deliv-
ered his remarks from the pulpit of the
Second Baptist Church in Roselle, where
Payne’s candidate, Rev. Moore, is pastor.

We question Payne’s actions as our
legal representative in Congress and not
knowing about IRS laws that threaten a
not-for-profit institution, such as a church,
to be so actively involved in a campaign.
According to the IRS, Second Baptist
Church, is by “participation in, or inter-
vention in, any political campaign on
behalf of (or in opposition to) any candi-
date for public office, or any attempt to
influence the general public, or segments
thereof, with respect to elections, legisla-
tive matters, or referendums” is putting
their tax exempt status at risk.

We were surprised to find Rev. Moore’s
campaign fliers under the windshield of
our cars parked in St. Joseph’s parking lot
after a Sunday Mass. I’m sure Moore did
not receive permission to distribute them.
Neither Moore’s campaigning via
churches nor Congressman Payne’s cam-
paigning from the pulpit is acceptable.

Donald Payne doesn’t know about the
turmoil in Roselle, due to Moore’s local
party, Roselle Independent Democrats. If
Payne were up to date on happenings in
Roselle, he would know that Moore, and

his actions on the Board of Education,
and his public statements made at bor-
ough council meetings indicate a candi-
date that does not have the best interests
of Roselle at heart.

Roselle has always had a diverse popu-
lation that enriched the children who grew
up here. Now this small group of Roselle
Independent Democrats wear Tee-shirts
and campaign buttons inscribed with
“Plantation Politics.” They have worn
them at televised council meetings and
other venues. The Roselle elected bor-
ough officials’ list consists of a black
mayor, and five council members, one
white and five black. So we really don’t
understand their rhetoric and seriously
question their motives in doing so.

Jamel Holley, the incumbent council-
man-at-Large, running against Moore,
has been brutally badgered by Moore’s
group. We have attended council meet-
ings where Holley and another black coun-
cil member have been called “Uncle
Toms.” We have been present at many
meetings where one of the founders of the
Roselle Independent Democrats, Fred
Anderson, publicly trashed Holley with
numerous distorted accusations.

The goal of these few Roselle Indepen-
dent Democrats is not to help Roselle, but
to wield total power. Roselle needs help
with sky-rocketing taxes, the Westbrook
project, the police academy and other
projects that direct our youth in positive
directions, dealing with safety issues, the
bond debt, road repair and dozens of
other needs. We can’t waste any more
time on this power play with all its ugly
tentacles.

Unfortunately, Payne and Moore are
interested in something else happening in
Roselle. We have called Representative
Payne’s office a number of times to dis-
cuss these matters. As of yet, we have not
received a response.

Arlene Murphy
Richard Lenihan

Roselle

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

This Minutia Criticism
Shows Time for Change

Leonard Lance has decided to take his
campaign into the ditch by attacking David
Larsen for being a horse farmer.

We are in need of some open spaces, to
insure continued ecological balance. For-
tunately, it is not a very deep ditch. Is this
the best Lance can do to deflect criticism
of his own voting record?

Do we really want the continued popu-
lation growth in New Jersey to spoil a still
very beautiful state?

Do we need more multiple housing
units in lieu of a horse farm? I hope you
will defend Mr. Larsen’s right to raise
horses in a legitimate business alterna-
tive. This minutia criticism shows that we
now can have choice for the position in
which both candidates are running for.

I for one am ready for a change. After
all, since Lance voted for Cap and Trade
before he voted against it, you might
think that he would value Mr. Larsen’s
green business for New Jersey.

Glenn deBrueys
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Will Congress, County Races Drive
Primary Turnout on Tuesday?

This Tuesday, June 8, New Jersey’s annual Pri-
mary Election will take place. We expect turnout to
be low again, although this year there are some
interesting contested races in both political parties.

The last time there was a major Primary upset was
in the Democratic Party primary in 2000 when
former Fanwood mayor Maryanne Connolly de-
feated then Union County Manager Michael Lapolla
in a Seventh District Congressional District battle.
Mr. Lapolla was the party’s choice, but Mrs. Connelly
won the battle in a very tight race. This year, Demo-
crats for Change, backed by former Rahway News-
Record publisher and political operative, James
Devine, are running candidates in six urban munici-
palities as well as at the county level (See front page
story).

Three Union County Freeholder seats are up for
election — so are the seats for sheriff and county
clerk (held by 33-year and 27-year veterans, Ralph
Froehlich and Joanne Rajoppi, respectively). Demo-
crats have held all nine seats on the freeholder board
since 1998. Although the county Democratic Party
organization has faced challenges before, the effort
has not been organized until this year. Only 19,000
of the county’s 122,000 registered Democrats turned
out in last year’s Primary, according to the Union
County Clerk’s website.

On the Republican side, Bruce Baker of Westfield,
Lon Hosford of Alexandria Township and David
Larsen of Oldwick are challenging Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th). Mr. Lance was elected two years ago
following a seven-candidate Primary. This year, his
opponents have focused on the Congressman’s “yes”
vote on the Cap and Trade energy/climate change
bill, charging that Mr. Lance is not a true conserva-

tive. Mr. Lance points to his vote against the federal
stimulus, among other votes. It comes down to
turnout. In 2008, only 8,000 of 43,000 registered
Union County Republicans voted in the contested
GOP Seventh District Primary for a turnout of 19
percent. Percentage turnouts in that election were
higher in Hunterdon and Somerset Counties.

There are no local Primary challenges this Tues-
day in Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood. All four towns and the county have con-
tested races in the General Election in November
with the exception of Mountainside. Westfield does
have municipal elections this year.

As a large portion of New Jersey registered voters
are unaffiliated — not registered as either Republi-
can or Democratic — the Primary system does not
draw participation from the total populace. How-
ever, unaffiliated voters can show up at the Primary
polls on Tuesday, declare being a member of the
Democratic or Republican party, then vote in that
respective election. Few do so as this automatically
causes them to be registered with that party, and they
prefer to remain anonymous and not have this on
their record. One can, however, after voting, file
papers to change party affiliation back to unaffili-
ated.

Low turnout and the voting rules result in compla-
cency. This consolidates the power with the few
party bosses. Incumbents seldom lose though the
general population is becoming more upset with
elected officials and the direction of federal, state
and county government. We see this with the Tea
Party phenomenon.

Should you be eligible, do your part. Please vote
on Tuesday. Polls are open from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhob – Juice
2. Xanthochroous – Having a yellow-

ish complexion
3. Schizotrichia –  Splitting of the hair
4. Tuz – A lock or tuft of hair

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TOL
1. Haughty; boastful
2. A lowland by a waterside
3. To prod; badger
4. To take away

ICTERITIOUS
1. Having yellow skin due to jaundice
2. Covered with scales; scaly
3. Abrasive; irritating
4. Given to creeping or crawling

CASINGS
1. Fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. Topsoil
3. Cattle manure dried and used as fuel
4. A stem, stalk or support

CASEFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidi-

fying
2. To be concise; brief; to the point
3. Forming a rough and dry surface
4. To make or become cheeselike

How The Insurance Game Works
Our editorial in the May 20 edition, “Freeholders

OK $11-million Hike In Health Care; Isn’t This
Wrong?” resulted in displeasure from county offi-
cials, evoked a long explanation by the insurance
broker, printed in May 27 issue, and caused several
readers to lament privately.

Since then, we were provided more information
on how the state insurance game works.

Though towns and counties pick brokers (com-
petitively?) and pay a fee (percentage), with the
maximum percent regulated by the state, the brokers
are also paid a commission from the insurance
companies.

A few local officials complained that this clearly
represents a conflict of interest, since both parties
are paying the broker. Who is his client and how is
the public protected? When the officials wanted to
know how much the companies are paying the
broker, the broker appealed to the state insurance
board saying that it is illegal to ask that question.

The FBI is investigating insurance transactions of
30 towns, school districts in over 10 counties at the
moment, according to an article last Sunday on
NJ.com. Presumably, there’s more to this story.

We’re not singling out any entity, but we want
costs controlled and bad practices eliminated.

Library Hiring Freeze
At last night’s meeting (Thursday, May

27) at the Westfield Library Board of
Trustees meeting, the board unanimously
voted to implement a hiring freeze con-
sistent with the town’s hiring freeze.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman


