
Page 2  Thursday, June 3, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Household Waste Recycling
Event June 12 in N. Providence

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
County of Union will sponsor a spe-
cial recycling event on Saturday, June
12, so Union County residents can
get rid of household special waste,
mercury thermometers and thermo-
stats, propane tanks, and automobile
tires in an environmentally safe man-
ner. The collection will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alcatel-
Lucent facility located at 600 Moun-
tain Avenue in New Providence.

All residents of Union County
are eligible to participate at no cost.
Pre-registration is not required for
this Saturday collection.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their household
special waste, propane tanks, auto-
mobile tires, mercury thermometers
and mercury thermostats. Workers
at the site will unload the vehicles.

“Household special waste” includes
oil-based paint and varnish, antifreeze,
aerosol cans, pool chemicals, corro-
sives, pesticides, herbicides, solvents,
thinners, fire extinguishers, motor oil
and oil filters, gasoline, batteries, ther-
mostats, fluorescent bulbs (unbroken),
blood pressure devices, and mercury
switches. Only materials in original or
labeled containers will be accepted.
No containers larger than five gallons

will be accepted.
Latex (water-based) paint and

empty cans will not be accepted. Once
dried out, cans of latex paint should
be disposed of with the regular gar-
bage. Leftover latex paint can be air-
dried or, to hasten the drying process,
kitty litter and/or newspaper can be
added to hasten the drying.

 There is a limit of eight automo-
bile tires (without rims) per house-
hold. This is a household recycling
event. No businesses will be allowed
the recycling event.

Residents can turn in their old
mercury fever thermometers and re-
ceive a new mercury-free digital ther-
mometer, free of charge. One new
digital thermometer per household
will be provided (while supplies last)
regardless of the number of mercury
thermometers dropped off. Mercury
thermometers should brough in sealed
plastic bags to prevent release of mer-
cury in case of accidental breakage.

Also, Union County, in partner-
ship with Covanta Energy, has ex-
panded its household waste recy-
cling initiative to include mercury
thermostats. The mercury thermo-
stat program complements the
county’s current efforts to collect
household pollutants and divert mer-
cury from the regional waste stream
in order to help safeguard water and
air quality. Residents will receive a
$5 gift certificate to Home Depot for
every mercury thermostat turned in
at the June 12 recycling event.

A complete list of the materials that
will be accepted on June 12 is avail-
able at the Bureau of Planning and
Environmental Conservation website,
ucnj.org/recycle.

 The collection will be held rain or
shine, for Union County residents
only. Proof of Union County resi-
dency is required. For information,
call (908) 654-9889.
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Freeholders to Vote on
Smoking Ban in Parks
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers  are considering amending non-
smoking policies to include all
county-owned recreational areas and
facilities. The policy in place now,
adopted in 1993, covers county build-
ings and structures.

The amended policy would pro-
hibit smoking at boating facilities,
ice-skating facilities, playgrounds,
running tracks, all snack bars, swim-
ming pools, ball fields, tennis courts,
Watchung Stables and restrooms,
which support county-owned recre-
ational areas and facilities.

“If passed, this new policy will
help protect the health of our resi-
dents and visitors while shielding
them from second-hand smoke in our
parks and facilities,” Freeholder
Chairman Dan Sullivan said.

Under the new policy, the county
would also prohibit smoking at
county-sponsored events, including
concerts, fairs, festivals, movies and
other such events at the discretion of
the county manager. Signage would
be created and displayed at all such
events.

Members of the public who violate
this policy would first be ordered to
comply. Continued violation of the
police would result in a fine of not
less than $250 for the first offense,
$500 for the second offense and
$1,000 for each subsequent offense.

A public hearing and final reading
for the ordinance is scheduled for
Thursday, June 10.

Super Bowl Coming to
New Jersey in 2014

EAST RUTHERFORD — Profes-
sional football in New Jersey in Feb-
ruary? It will happen when the Na-
tional Football League brings Super
Bowl XLVIII (48) to the new Mead-
owlands Stadium in February of 2014.
The announcement was made by
league last week over the second-
place city, Tampa, Fla. Miami was
also considered.

Governor Chris Christie was among
those ecstatic by the league’s deci-
sion.

“The eyes of the entire world
will be on New Jersey. I’m looking
out this door, this is New Jersey,
and I look where that stadium is,
and it’s in New Jersey,” the gover-
nor said. “And when everybody gets
on the train or in their cars or on
buses, they’re going to be coming
to that game in New Jersey. When
the game comes up, they’re going
to say, ‘live from East Rutherford,
New Jersey.’”

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr, (LD-21, Westfield) called
the selection of New Jersey for the
2014 Super Bowl “a great day for
New Jersey, our football fans and the
numerous local businesses that will
benefit from the game being held
here.”

“The Super Bowl will generate not
only tremendous excitement, but also
substantial economic activity that will
benefit the people of New Jersey and
the entire tri-state region,” Mr. Kean
said. “The selection of New Jersey
reflects the acknowledgement of the
NFL that the Garden State has the
key ingredients to host a successful
Super Bowl: a world-class stadium, a
solid transportation and lodging in-
frastructure, proximity and easy ac-
cess to nightlife and entertainment,
and, most importantly, one of the
largest blocks of diehard football fans
in the nation.

“I am thrilled that the NFL has
selected New Jersey. I know we can
make this the biggest, most talked
about Super Bowl in the history of
the league,” Mr. Kean said.

Senator Paul Sarlo (LD-36,
Wood-Ridge), whose legislative
district includes the Meadowlands,
said, “It’s about time that football’s
biggest game is played in its best
venue on the world’s biggest stage.
For North Jersey, hosting the Super
Bowl will be an economic win long
before kickoff. And for all of New
Jersey, it will be an opportunity for
us to showcase our state as never
before.”

Senator Richard Codey (LD-27,
West Orange) said the announcement
is “great news not only for New Jer-
sey sports fans but also for the state as
a whole.”

“Hosting a major professional
sports championship like the Super
Bowl carries a lot of financial ben-
efits for the host state. The host com-
mittee has committed to having both
teams stay and practice in New Jer-
sey for the entire week and have

proposed to have major pre-game
events in the Garden State, including
the main Saturday night Super Bowl
party which would be held at Lib-
erty State Park. In addition to the
teams, fans will take advantage of
our hotels, restaurants and other
amenities to root on their favorite
teams putting further revenues into
our economy. Additionally, hosting
a Super Bowl in the Meadowlands
will focus national and worldwide
attention on New Jersey,” Senator
Codey said.

Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(LD-20, Union) just recently co-spon-
sored a resolution supporting bring-
ing the big game to New Jersey.

“The Super Bowl being held in
New Jersey will create hundreds of
jobs for our residents, spur economic
development and create a significant
new revenue stream for a myriad of
local businesses,” Asw. Quijano (D-
Union) said.

In the past, the NFL has had a rule
that the average temperature in the
hosting city had to be 50 degrees
Fahrenheit or above. The record low
for a Super Bowl was 39 degrees in
1972 at Tulane Stadium in New Or-
leans. The average New Jersey tem-
perature in February is between 24 to
40 degrees. And did anyone say snow?

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bagger Guest Speaker
For Summit Republicans

SUMMIT — Republican City
Committee will hold a breakfast this
Saturday, June 5 with Rich Bagger
of Westfield, chief of staff for Gov-
ernor Chris Christie.

The event will be held at the Grand
Summit Ballroom, located at 570
Springfield Avenue. Prior to joining
the Christie Administration, Mr.
Bagger spent more than 16 years
with Pfizer, most recently as senior
vice-president of worldwide public
affairs and policy.

Mr. Bagger also served 10 years in
the New Jersey State Assembly and
one year in the state Senate.

The breakfast will be held from 8:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $35 per
person. Checks should be made pay-
able to the Summit Republican  City
Committee. For information, call Dor-
othy Burger at (908) 522.9475. The
event is open to the public.

Authorities Continue Probe of
Insurance Contracts in State
The FBI, Internal Revenue Service

and the state Attorney General’s of-
fice are continuing a probe of insur-
ance contracts with raids in 30 towns
across the state. Contracts in at least
10 counties, from the Jersey Shore to
Sussex County, have been reviewed,
according to NJ.com. Authorities are
said to be looking at the relationships
between public officials and insur-
ance brokers that often make six-
figure commissions paid by the carri-
ers. To date, no one has been charged
with a crime, the report said.

A Maryland firm, Federal Hill Risk
Management owned by Francis X.
Gartland, a registered Republican,
has been in the probe as his compa-
nies have a dozen or more contracts,
according to NJ.com.

Baker Asks Larsen to Drop
Out of Race Following Event
Seventh Congressional District

Republican Primary candidate Bruce
Baker has requested that fellow hope-
ful David Larsen drop off the race,
accusing Mr. Larson of arranging a
“Dog and Pony show orchestrated by
Mr. Larsen’s camp.” The event was
held in Montgomery Township.

NJEA Supports State’s Latest
‘Race to Top’ Application’

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation has signed on to the state’s
application for the Obama
Administration’s Race to the Top pro-
gram. If successful, the state could
garner $400 million over the next
four years. The NJEA opposed last
year’s application but has said this
year’s submittal was stronger.

The application includes provisions
for merit pay for teachers based on
student performance.

New York’s Tax Increase Could
Attract New Yorkers to N.J.

Senator Steve Oroho (LD-24,
Sparta) has said New York State As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s pro-
posal to raise his state’s income tax
on high income earners could cause

New Jersey to “become attractive to
New Yorkers fleeing from a proposed
13 percent surcharge on income over
$1 million.”

“[New Jersey] Governor [Chris]
Christies’ refusal to raise taxes would
give us a competitive edge over New
York in at least one important cat-
egory,” he said.

Senate Confirms Lori Grifa
As Commissioner

The New Jersey State Senate has
confirmed Lori Grifa as the next com-
missioner of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA).

Ms. Grifa was most recently a
member of the law firm Wolff &
Samson law firm where she focused
on the areas of land use, regulation
and environmental law. In this
capacity, she also represented
municipalities on affordable housing
issues. From 2002 to 2003, she served
as chief of staff to then state Attorney
General David Samson.

Partenope Graduates
Magna Cum Laude

WESTFIELD – Danielle Partenope of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Music
degree in Music Education from The
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) during
graduation ceremonies on Friday, May
14. Danielle was on the dean’s list all
eight semesters at TCNJ and graduated
Magna Cum Laude (meeting the school
standard for a GPA between 3.75 – 3.89).
She will attend New York University
starting this fall for a Master of Music
degree in Instrumental Performance
(Flute). Danielle is the daughter of Ed-
ward and Barbara Partenope of Westfield.


