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Freeholders Hire Vendor
To Upgrade County Website

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Freeholder Board, two weeks ago, ap-
proved a $136,600 one-year contract
with a vendor, Web Creation of Clark,
for the “design, development and main-
tenance of the county’s Website.”

According to Al Faella, director of
parks and community renewal, the
county wants to make it easier for users
of the website to find what they are
looking for while also building traffic
to the site by linking to social-media
websites Facebook and Twitter.

“Our web design and our interactivity
for our current website is basically the
same it’s been since the beginning of
the decade. It needs to be modernized.
We want it to be a real-time source for
information,” Mr. Faella told the free-
holders at their May 20 meeting. “Our
goal is to not just improve the look and
feel but also the form and functionality
of the website.”

Mr. Faella said the county wants to
“maintain and enhance the highest qual-
ity level of information that we
provide.”Hea explained to the board
that the county is also working with
various departments to remove redun-
dant or outdated information on the
website while ensuring that the latest
information on such things as grants is
provided.

“We really want it to be a real-time

source for both news and emergencies
as quickly as they originate,” he said.

Other highlights of the redesign will
include incorporating the site to con-
duct online surveys with the public and
improving the site’s “search engine
optimization.”

The current homepage includes in-
formation such as where one can vote,
county budgets, county ordinances,
freeholder meeting agendas and min-
utes, and requests for proposals for
prospective vendors. Dropdown menus
also provide links to all public libraries
in the county, municipalities, town
maps, county departments, parks and
golf courses.

“When you want information about
something, we want to make sure it’s
there, it’s concise and you find what
you need,” Mr. Faella told the freehold-
ers.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president of
the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, was critical of the hiring of the
firm.

“You are spending $136,600 on Web
Creation of Clark, and they do not have
a website themselves,” she said.

Maryellen Taylor of Berkeley
Heights was critical of the county’s
webpage devoted to the disabled com-
munity.

“This is it,” Ms. Taylor said, holding
up a copy of a printout of the webpage.
“One little page that says nothing.”

tween 13,000 and 25,000, or 15 to
25 percent. According to the Board
of Elections, there are currently
121,000 registered Democrats in
the county.

Polls will be open Tuesday from 6
a.m. until 8 p.m. To find polling loca-
tions, visit the Union County homepage
at ucnj.org and click on the “where to
vote” tab on the left side of the page.
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Primaries

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TWISTED METAL...A driver ran a stop sign at East Dudley Avenue in
Westfield last Wednesday, closing the street temporarily.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOD BLESS AMERICA...Kerry Stubbs inspires the crowd of many hundreds
with his traditional rendition of “God Bless America” during Memorial Day
ceremonies in Westfield on Monday.

RVSA, County in Dispute
Over Sinkhole in Clark

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority approved an in-
crease in sewer connection fees as
well as a sewer-connection applica-
tion filed by the Town of Westfield on
behalf of Millennium Properties/Pre-
mier Communities & Menlo Engi-
neering at its May 20 meeting. The
application was filed for four, three-
bedroom townhouses located at 1464
East Broad Street.

The City of Rahway also filed a
sewer-connection application for a
property located on Hamilton Street;
the city wanted to relocate the sewer
to serve an outdoor amphitheater. This

application was also approved.
During the meeting, RVSA com-

missioners addressed an incident in
which the RVSA went out to inspect
a sinkhole that developed on Walnut
Avenue in Clark. The authority was
met by public works officials from
Union County and Clark Township,
as well as Elizabethtown Gas. The
authority concluded that the sinkhole
was not its fault, and billed the county
for cost of the inspection.

The county, however, refuses to
pay, claiming that “the authority
needed to inspect the [sewer] line in
order to make sure it wasn’t [their]
sewer causing the sink hole,” as the
meeting agenda stated.

Additional resolutions approved at
the board meeting included: invest-
ing $1,017,128 for the operating re-
serve fund at the Two River Bank in
Westfield at an interest rate of 5 per-
cent, an increase from $2,674,655 to
$2,694,461 to contract Consolidated
Construction Management Services
and the construction manager on the
CoGeneration/Sludge Drying Facil-
ity; $38,000 to contract Russell A.
Berner for construction support ser-
vices, and three broker of record reso-
lutions relating to insurance, which
did not specify any dollar amount.

mit. Construction Officer Bob
LaCosta said one way to remove these
open permits from his department’s
files would be during a smoke detec-
tor inspection. When such an inspec-
tion is requested, if that property is
found to have an open permit, the
homeowner would be charged $50 to
have the permit cleared. Mr. LaCosta
said such a fee could result in several
thousand dollars in township revenue.

The council will also have further
discussions on the feasibility of imple-
menting more firm closing times for
municipal parks and ballfields. Resi-
dents living near such facilities peri-
odically complain of noise after dark,
but local regulations do not state a
clear hour for their closing. Instead,
the term “dusk” is stated as the time
for closing, a term many on the coun-
cil agreed was too vague and subject
to varying interpretations throughout
the year.
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Westfield Paraprofessionals Address
BOE, Urge Board to Consider Rehiring

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD  — Residents and
school district paraprofessionals
spilled out the door of the board of
education meeting room on Tuesday
night as the rehiring of paraprofes-
sionals was urged.

Pat Doyle, president of the
Westfield Instructional Support Staff
Association, representing the para-
professionals of the Westfield school
district, urged the BOE to reinstate
the district’s 108 local paraprofes-
sionals, most of whom work closely
with special education students, and
all of whom received reduction in
force (RIF) notices when budget cuts
were revealed in March, eliminating
their positions in the Westfield school
district entirely.

Schools Superintendent Margaret

Dolan explained that the BOE cut the
jobs in accordance with orders from
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools, Carmen Centuolo.

“Despite all of our contributions to
the education of our students, to the
safety and security at Westfield High
School, despite being in positions for
over 20 years … we are treated more
like temporary support than perma-
nent partners in the educational pro-
cess,” Ms. Doyle said.

Although the BOE reinstated 29
paraprofessionals at its last meeting
on May 25, including Ms. Doyle, she
urged the BOE to “correct this ill-
advised error in judgment” to prevent
parents from looking outside the
school district for the care and per-
sonal attention their children may
need.

“We feel that we are partners in the
educational process and fervently
wish to continue in this role,” Ms.
Doyle said.

“I think it’s awful how paraprofes-
sionals have been treated this year in
our district,” Superintendent Dolan
said. “There wasn’t much that we cut
that I thought we could do without,
but we had to do without because we
were cut $4.2 million (in state aid).
…I can’t project what public educa-
tion will be in the next year or the next
five years.”

The BOE voted to approve the re-
instatement of fourth-grade teachers
Kathryn Cocco of Wilson School and
Kristin Hannon of Tamaques School
for the 2010-2011 school year.

Even though the teachers had re-
ceived RIF notices this year, Ms.
Dolan said the board will continue to
revise the budget as changes are made
and monetary aid is received, possi-
bly resulting in more rehires.

Plaques from the National Energy
Association were awarded to four
Westfield schools in recognition of their
conservation of energy efforts which
have saved the district $1 million.

Cranford Twp Committeeman
Offers Budget Proposals

By DAN ASCHENBACH
Cranford Committeeman

CRANFORD — Governor Christie’s
arrogance in treating all local govern-
ments the same and cutting as much
state aid as he did and leaving Cranford
with options such as laying off 25 em-
ployees is beyond reasonable gover-
nance. I want lower property taxes too.
But Cranford has an obligation to en-
sure citizens are well served. Our pro-
fessional staff serves our community
and such reductions will reduce the level
of service citizens request. Cranford
does need to do things differently and
more effectively. Following are several
of the proposals that thus far the Town-
ship Committee has not considered.

(1) Before any further discussion of
affecting current service levels, do a
line-by-line evaluation of budget items
not by department but by type of expen-
diture. For example, review subscrip-
tions, cell phones, professional mem-
berships, computers and municipal car
use. Target 10 percent savings of expen-
diture category.

(2) Request state legislators to restore
Cranford’s state aid cut of $700,000. All
this cut will do is raise local property
taxes. Cranford does not waste money
and should not be targeted like this in a
broad stroke of indifference.

(3) Request the Governor to fund the
flood control capital improvement pro-
gram since the cause of the flooding is
largely regional and not local.

(4) First negotiate with Union County
College to increase the in-lieu of tax
payments. Than ask state legislators to
support state legislation to permit a dol-
lar per student fee (estimated at $150,000).

(5) Find a corporate sponsorship for
the July 4 fireworks.

(6) Add curb assessments on Willow
Street as Cranford has done for all other
curb installation projects ($40,000). The
non-assessment was a gift to several
Republican friends.

(7) End the garage deficit that has
reached $150,000 and will reach
$250,000 if we do not implement
changes. Deficit means taxpayers pick
up the garage loss. We need to act now
on this to incorporate in budget.

(a) Shift 25 long-term north side
spaces to garage to free up additional
retail spaces where needed. This will
add vital retail spaces and yield more
revenue per space than now in the park-
ing garage since the spaces are empty.

(b) Raise the out-of-town commuter
parking permits to $950 per year for
parking in garage and elsewhere. Mar-
ket the spaces for the garage to the six
towns nearby that have waiting lists.

(c) Let more of the held back retail
spaces for additional commuter spaces
on a monthly basis until retail comes.

(d) Market overnight parking better.
(e) Permit AT&T to install cell tower

on roof.
(f) Develop a DMC-Crossings mar-

keting campaign to push the retail so
retail parking spaces are used, which is
the best revenue producer.

(8) Do not lease NJ Transit train sta-
tion. Appoint citizen task force to evalu-
ate purchase and redevelopment possi-
bility ($30,000).

(9) Require all township land purchases
to put 10 percent down as a down payment
as a way to ensure project has priority.

(10) Sell Mosquito Commission prop-
erty to commercial developer. Meet with
school district to prepare for equipment
re-location and evaluate the highest and
best use. Meet with state DEP to expe-
dite their review of remediation work.

(11) Close municipal buildings on
Fridays except for essential services.
Shift as many service requests to online.
Fifty-five percent of electricity bill is
for summer air conditioning.

(12) Establish a higher service fee for
township services related to accidents.

(13) Establish a higher alarm fee to
pay for the cost of this service. Cranford
is below other communities.

(14) Consolidate all revenue collec-
tion activities into one unit and merge
into the tax collector’s office. Move
more to online service.

(15) Eliminate use of paid lobbyists
and designate bipartisan task force to
better attract federal, state and county
funds.

(16) Sell several township owned lots
to fund part of the RVSA 2010 capital
costs related to new treatment facility.

(17) Implement an aggressive IandI
program. Appoint several senior citizen
volunteers to visit all homes to check
into illegal connections and provide ho-
meowner education of cost. Meet with
RVSA to jointly develop I&I program.

(18) A complete revamp of TV35 and
Cranford.com to integrate their role in
service to Cranford citizens. List on
website a list of services and links to
forms needed or contacts.

(19) Approve the expansion of DMC
boundaries to fund the expanded mar-
keting program.

(20) Implement the roof repair and
HVAC system improvement at Commu-
nity Center with existing available funds,
which will yield immediate energy sav-
ings.

(21) Use balance in the Enrichment
Fund to support recreation department
2010 budget ($45,000).

(22) Reduce the pay rate for all attor-
neys employed by Cranford by 20 per-
cent. They are supposed to keep the
township out of litigation and resolve
labor issues-($50,000).

(23) Restructure parking garage debt
to meet initial commercial rental space
occupancy- ($100,000).

(24) Apply $50,000 from Winfield
Township trust fund to public safety
capital improvement needs.

(25) Sell Cranford West and apply
proceeds to Community Center debt.

(26) A call to citizen volunteers to
enhance what the local government does.
There is a man that does litter cleanup
along Springfield Avenue for example.
We can enlist citizens to take on numer-
ous projects and, in my experience, they
just have to be asked.


