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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADING THE MARCH...Lieutenant Colonel Edward Chrystal, Jr., a Scotch Plains resident and veteran of the Iraq War,
serves as grand marshal of Monday’s Memorial Day Parade in Scotch Plains and Fanwood, held under sunny skies and
before crowds of thousands. Inset, a bugler blows taps to end the ceremonies preceding the parade.

School Taxes to Average $7,169
In Scotch Plains, $6,403 in Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA - Residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will see an increase in
the school portion of their tax bills,
though $860,000 was cut from the
$77.3-million school tax levy by the
municipal councils in both commu-
nities due to the defeat of the budget
by the voters.

A total of $58,234,979 will be raised
in school taxes in Scotch Plains.
Homeowners will pay an average of
$7,169 in school taxes, $1,886 for the
county portion and $1,858 in munici-
pal taxes, for an average tax bill of
$10,912, according to Mayor Nancy

Malool. School taxes will rise 3.7
percent, compared to a 5.87-percent
increase in county taxes and a 5.2-
percent jump in municipal taxes, for
an average total tax increase of 4.9
percent.

School taxes on a township home
assessed at $122,400 will be $218
over last year. That number would
have been $81 higher if not for the
defeat of the school tax levy by voters
in April.

Mayor Malool said the process of
cutting the school budget “was a diffi-
cult task, and it is impossible to please
everyone.”

“Many people thought we should

have cut more, while many thought
we cut too much…some [thought]
that we cut the right amount,” the
mayor added. “While some longer-
term savings can be found eventually,
I think we cut a responsible amount
for this year, taking into consideration
that we wanted the educational aspect
of the school (i.e. classroom teachers)
impacted as little as possible.

“The bottom line,” she continued,
“when discussing taxes – and the mes-
sage that Trenton needs to hear – is that
we can no longer afford to fund our
schools and towns through our archaic,
inequitable property tax system. While
I appreciate the governor’s position in
trying to rein in spending, I think the
focus now needs to shift to finding the
bigger, longer-term solution.”

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr
said $17,340,244 would be collected
in school taxes. The owner of a home
assessed at $84,595 will pay $6,403 in
school taxes, up $350 over last year.
That amount would have been $72
higher if the tax levy had not been
defeated by voters in April. Municipal
taxes will average $2,148, with the
county portion at $1,734, for a total
average tax bill of $10,285.

The school budget in Fanwood is up
5.84 percent; the municipal portion
will increase 3.6 percent, followed by
the county tax hike of 7.15 percent, for
a total average borough tax hike of
5.67 percent.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood and
Scotch Plains wanted to make a BOE
cut that was “realistic and attainable
[while having a] minimal impact in
the classroom.”

“It (the BOE budget cut) was prob-
ably the most difficult process I’ve
ever gone through in seven years [as
mayor],” Mayor Mahr said, noting
that 75 percent of the school budget is
salaries and benefits. “That piece is
still not settled,” she said, referencing
the ongoing negotiations with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education As-
sociation (SPFEA).

Mayor Mahr said both towns en-
couraged the school district to look at
joining the state health benefits plan,
which, she said, would generate $1.5
million in savings. Also, she encour-
aged the SPFEA to accept a wage
freeze, noting that since the BOE bud-
get contains no funding for salary
increases, any further pay hikes would
likely affect the classroom.

“When there is no money, there is
no money,” Mayor Mahr said.

Rep. Lance, Freeholders Face
Challenges in Tuesday Primary
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County vot-
ers will go to the polls Tuesday to
decide a number of Primary races at the
county and municipal levels, as well as
the Seventh Congressional District.
There are no competitive Primary mu-
nicipal races in Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood or Mountainside, although
all towns, with the exception of
Mountainside, have competitive Gen-
eral Elections in November. There are
no municipal elections in Westfield
this year.

In the race for Congress, first-term
congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)
is opposed by Bruce Baker of Westfield,
Lon Hosford of Alexandria Township
and David Larsen of Oldwick. The
congressional district spans across
Middlesex, Hunterdon, Somerset and
Union Counties. This is the last Con-
gressional election year before redis-
tricting occurs in 2012.

Mr. Lance’s opponents have been
critical of his initial “yes” vote on the
Cap and Trade/Climate Change bill,
with some even questioning his conser-

vative credentials. Mr. Lance said he
now opposes the bill because China
and India have not committed to simi-
lar climate-related efforts, saying he
believes the issue is a worldwide one.

Mr. Lance also has said his main
reason for running for Congress was to
focus on fiscal issues, including reining
in the nation’s increasing national debt.

Mr. Lance’s opponents have criti-
cized him for accepting federal ear-
marks (federal funds) for his district,
while he has pointed to his efforts to
help first responders receive federal
dollars for equipment that municipali-
ties can no longer afford due to the
struggling economy.

According to the state Division of
Elections website, there are 105,339
registered Republicans in the Seventh
District, including 44,361 from Union
County, and another 196,138 unaffili-
ated voters.  In a seven-candidate field
in the GOP Primary two years ago,
8,000, or 23 percent of GOP registered
voters, turned out in the county.

The winner will take on Democrat
Ed Potosnak of North Plainfield in
November.

There is also a Republican Primary
mayoral race in New Providence, where
Councilman Brooke Hern, a former
Democratic state Assembly candidate
with former Westfield mayor Tom
Jardim in 2001, is being challenged by
former mayor Al Morgan. While no
Democrat filed for mayor, a write-in
candidate could surface on Tuesday.
Mayor John Thoms, a Republican, is
not seeking reelection.

At the freeholder level, Democratic
incumbents Dan Sullivan, the current
board chairman, Bette Jane Kowalski
and a newcomer, Plainfield Council-
woman Linda Carter, are being chal-

lenged by the Democrats for Change
ticket of Carmen Southward of Linden,
Janet Reynolds of Roselle and Elcy
Castillo Ospina of Elizabeth. Ms. Carter
replaces Rayland Van Blake, who was
not given the Union County Demo-
cratic Party organization line after one
term on the board.

In the race for sheriff, 33-year vet-
eran Ralph Froehlich is being opposed
by Essex County sheriff’s officer
Charles Mitchell, who ran as an inde-
pendent sheriff candidate in 2007,
where he captured 10 percent of the
vote in a three-way race won by Mr.
Froehlich. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, who has served since 1995
and previously served 12 years in the
now-defunct office of Register of Deeds
and Mortgages, faces a challenge from
Rahway News-Record Publisher Lisa
McCormick on the Democrats for
Change banner.

Democrats for Change is running
candidates in six urban municipalities.
In Rahway, Freeholder Rick Proctor,
Rahway’s Democratic chairman, faces
a challenge from Renee Thrash in the
race to replace the retiring 20-year
mayor, James Kennedy. In the race for
Linden mayor, Council President Rob-
ert Bunk is challenged by Derek
Armstead. Mayor Richard Gerbounka,
a former Democrat, is now a registered
Independent and, thus, is not a factor in
the Primary. Republican Patrick Cassio
is also a candidate for mayor. Demo-
crats for Change is running council
candidates in Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Union, Linden, Rahway and Roselle.

According to election data on the
Union County Clerk’s website, recent
Democratic Primary Elections have
shown a county-wide turnout of be-
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Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
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for complete details on this limited-time offer.
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RECOGNIZING DECA…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA national
finalists, from left to right, Chris Freeman, Morgan Puleo, Johan Hernandez and
Kyle Birnbaum pose with their awards at a Louisville conference in late April.

DODGING FOR DIMES…The Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) hosted its Fourth
Annual March of Dimes Dodge Ball Tournament earlier this year. Nearly 30
teams, made up of eight students each, entered the event to support the charity.
Sam Bhakuni, SPFHS FBLA chapter president, presents a $1,500 check to
Melissa Gass, regional director of the March of Dimes.

SP Roadwork Program
To Resume This Summer

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship will resume its road repair and
resurfacing program this summer,
with roads that were slated for work
in 2009 back on the agenda.

During a briefing for the township
council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday, Assistant Township Engi-
neer Joseph Timko said nearly a dozen
streets would be repaved or resur-
faced, including Dogwood Court, Ev-
ergreen Boulevard, Francis Lane,
Gallagher Avenue, Henry Street, Hill-
top Road, Michael Lane, Overlook
Way, Stony Brook Circle,
Tanglewood Lane and Ravine Court.
Most of these streets were set for
repair last year but postponed due to
budget constraints.

In addition, the Hetfield Avenue
railroad bridge will be worked on in
a joint project with Fanwood and NJ
Transit. Mr. Timko also outlined a
number of drainage projects that will
be undertaken this year, including a
culvert on Union Avenue off Route
22 that was weakened during the

March rainstorms. There will also be
a traffic study conducted at the corner
of Raritan Road and Rahway Avenue
to see if a four-way stop sign might be
feasible. And Mr. Timko said an in-
spection of all 1,500 manholes in the
township is being scheduled.

Township Manager Chris Marion
told the council that a bond ordinance
to fund this year’s capital projects,
along with a new telephone system
for the municipal building, would
likely be introduced at the governing
body’s Tuesday, June 15 meeting. He
added that he anticipates getting to
work, in conjunction with various
municipal department heads, on a
six-year capital plan that will force
the municipality to “identify and set
priorities” for capital expenditures
on a longer-term basis.

In other business, the council will
discuss further a proposal to help
clear so-called open permits, which
result when a homeowner fails to
secure a final inspection for construc-
tion, plumbing or electrical work that
was done via a township-issued per-

Fanwood Ordinances Top
Council Agenda Meeting

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Tuesday night’s
monthly borough council agenda
meeting was an especially brief one,
devoted mostly to discussion of pre-
viously introduced or proposed ordi-
nances and other routine administra-
tive business.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
announced that the Russell Road im-
provement project is scheduled to
begin “in the latter part of June,” once
the school year is over. He said a
preconstruction meeting would be
held Wednesday, June 9.

Mr. Pryor also sketched out a pro-
posed “dumpster ordinance,” which
he said the borough is “obligated to
pass” under storm-water permit re-
quirements.

“What it basically does is it says if
you own a dumpster, you will prevent
stuff from spilling out or prevent it
from leaking,” explained Mr. Pryor.

Also discussed was a measure to
ban motorists from pulling U-turns
on Roosevelt Avenue at the intersec-
tion of Daniel Place.

Borough Clerk/Administrator
Eleanor McGovern told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that drivers
making U-turns are creating a safety
problem at this location, which is
near McGinn School.

“There are a lot of kids going
through there, and as for the U-turns,
they really shouldn’t be doing it and
this [proposed ordinance] would stop
it,” Mrs. McGovern said.

Another measure, amended by
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis in
response to a request from a resident,
would waive permit fees for the con-
struction of access ramps or other
residential unit improvements de-
signed to serve people with disabili-
ties.

In response to a question from
Council President Russell Hugel, who
presided at the meeting in absence of
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Mr. Estis clari-
fied that the ordinance does not apply
to commercial establishments that
are upgrading to meet requirements
under the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.

“They have to pay,” he said.
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler

asked about the status of a planned
survey of the Borough Hall complex
to determine how it can be upgraded
and made more energy efficient.

Mrs. McGovern said the survey
would be part of a bond ordinance for
borough capital improvements. The
measure will be among those consid-
ered on second reading at the Tues-
day, June 8 regular borough council
meeting.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AND THE BAND PLAYED ON...During Monday’s Memorial Day Parade in
Scotch Plains, volleys were fired into the air along Park Avenue.

Remember: June 6, 1944 was D-Day in Normandy, France.


