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SWITCHING =

$AVING

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

I can help you save money now.
When  you’re  looking  to  save
some green, I’m the first person to
call.  In fact,  drivers who switched
to  Allstate  saved  an  average  of
$348  a  year.  Call  me  first  to  see
how much you can save.

Savings based on national customer-reported data for new policies in 2009. Actual savings vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Written Guarantee On All Labor

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
100 Quimby St.  

 Westfield  
908-603-7236  
Private Tutoring 

Also: Group Review 
Sessions Forming Now 

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

Something old,

Something new,

Something inherited,

Something totally You...

also:

antiques, tables, mirrors, seating, art, lamps,

intriguing objects and fine furnishings fast.

258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

203-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

in school taxes, up $350 over last
year. That amount would have been
$72 higher if the tax levy had not
been defeated by voters in April. Mu-
nicipal taxes will average $2,148,
with the county portion at $1,734, for
a total average tax bill of $10,285.

The school budget in Fanwood is
up 5.84 percent; the municipal por-
tion will increase 3.6 percent, fol-
lowed by the county tax hike of 7.15
percent, for a total average borough
tax hike of 5.67 percent.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood and
Scotch Plains wanted to make a BOE
cut that was “realistic and attainable
[while having a] minimal impact in
the classroom.”

“It (the BOE budget cut) was prob-
ably the most difficult process I’ve
ever gone through in seven years [as
mayor],” Mayor Mahr said, noting
that 75 percent of the school budget is
salaries and benefits. “That piece is
still not settled,” she said, referenc-
ing the ongoing negotiations with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA).

Mayor Mahr said both towns en-
couraged the school district to look at
joining the state health benefits plan,
which, she said, would generate $1.5
million in savings. Also, she encour-
aged the SPFEA to accept a wage
freeze, noting that since the BOE
budget contains no funding for salary
increases, any further pay hikes would
likely affect the classroom.

“When there is no money, there is
no money,” Mayor Mahr said.
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Freeholders Hire Vendor
To Upgrade County Website

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Freeholder Board, two weeks ago, ap-
proved a $136,600 one-year contract
with a vendor, Web Creation of Clark,
for the “design, development and main-
tenance of the county’s Website.”

According to Al Faella, director of
parks and community renewal, the
county wants to make it easier for users
of the website to find what they are
looking for while also building traffic
to the site by linking to social-media
websites Facebook and Twitter.

“Our web design and our interactivity
for our current website is basically the
same it’s been since the beginning of
the decade. It needs to be modernized.
We want it to be a real-time source for
information,” Mr. Faella told the free-
holders at their May 20 meeting. He
said the site would be redesigned and
relaunched. “Our goal is to not just
improve the look and feel but also the
form and functionality of the website.”

Mr. Faella said the county wants to
“maintain and enhance the highest qual-
ity level of information that we pro-
vide.” He explained to the board that
the county is also working with various
departments to remove redundant or
outdated information on the website
while ensuring that the latest informa-
tion on such things as grants is pro-
vided.

“We really want it to be a real-time
source for both news and emergencies
as quickly as they originate,” he said.

Other highlights of the redesign will
include incorporating the site to con-
duct online surveys with the public and
improving the site’s “search engine op-
timization.”

The current homepage includes in-
formation such as where one can vote,
county budgets, county ordinances,
freeholder meeting agendas and min-
utes, and requests for proposals for
prospective vendors. Dropdown menus
also provide links to all public libraries
in the county, municipalities, town
maps, county departments, parks and
golf courses.

“When you want information about
something, we want to make sure it’s
there, it’s concise and you find what
you need,” Mr. Faella told the freehold-
ers.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president of

the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, was critical of the hiring of the
firm.

“You are spending $136,600 on Web
Creation of Clark, and they do not have
a website themselves,” she said.

Maryellen Taylor of Berkeley
Heights was critical of the county’s
webpage devoted to the disabled com-
munity.

“This is it,” Ms. Taylor said, holding
up a copy of a printout of the webpage.
“One little page that says nothing.”

Cranford Township Committeeman
Offers Series of Budget Proposals

By DAN ASCHENBACH
Cranford Committeeman

CRANFORD — Governor Christie’s
arrogance in treating all local govern-
ments the same and cutting as much
state aid as he did and leaving Cranford
with options such as laying off 25 em-
ployees is beyond reasonable gover-
nance. I want lower property taxes too.
But Cranford has an obligation to en-
sure citizens are well served. Our pro-
fessional staff serves our community
and such reductions will reduce the level
of service citizens request. Cranford
does need to do things differently and
more effectively. Following are several
of the proposals that thus far the Town-
ship Committee has not considered.

(1) Before any further discussion of
affecting current service levels, do a
line-by-line evaluation of budget items
not by department but by type of expen-
diture. For example, review subscrip-
tions, cell phones, professional mem-
berships, computers and municipal car
use. Target 10 percent savings of expen-
diture category.

(2) Request state legislators to restore
Cranford’s state aid cut of $700,000. All
this cut will do is raise local property
taxes. Cranford does not waste money
and should not be targeted like this in a
broad stroke of indifference.

(3) Request the Governor to fund the
flood control capital improvement pro-
gram since the cause of the flooding is
largely regional and not local.

(4) First negotiate with Union County
College to increase the in-lieu of tax
payments. Than ask state legislators to
support state legislation to permit a dol-
lar per student fee (estimated at $150,000).

(5) Find a corporate sponsorship for
the July 4th fireworks.

(6) Add curb assessments on Willow
Street as Cranford has done for all other
curb installation projects ($40,000). The
non-assessment was a gift to several
Republican friends.

(7) End the garage deficit that has
reached $150,000 and will reach
$250,000 if we do not implement
changes. Deficit means taxpayers pick
up the garage loss. We need to act now
on this to incorporate in budget.

(a) Shift 25 long-term north side
spaces to garage to free up additional
retail spaces where needed. This will
add vital retail spaces and yield more
revenue per space than now in the park-
ing garage since the spaces are empty.

(b) Raise the out-of-town commuter
parking permits to $950 per year for
parking in garage and elsewhere. Mar-
ket the spaces for the garage to the six
towns nearby that have waiting lists.

(c) Let more of the held back retail
spaces for additional commuter spaces
on a monthly basis until retail comes.

(d) Market overnight parking better.
(e) Permit AT&T to install cell tower

on roof.
(f) Develop a DMC-Crossings mar-

keting campaign to push the retail so
retail parking spaces are used, which is
the best revenue producer.

(8) Do not lease NJ Transit train sta-
tion. Appoint citizen task force to evalu-
ate purchase and redevelopment possi-
bility ($30,000).

(9) Require all township land purchases
to put 10 percent down as a down payment
as a way to ensure project has priority.

(10) Sell Mosquito Commission prop-
erty to commercial developer. Meet with
school district to prepare for equipment
re-location and evaluate the highest and
best use. Meet with state DEP to expe-
dite their review of remediation work.

(11) Close municipal buildings on
Fridays except for essential services.
Shift as many service requests to online.
Fifty-five percent of electricity bill is
for summer air conditioning.

(12) Establish a higher service fee for
township services related to accidents.

(13) Establish a higher alarm fee to
pay for the cost of this service. Cranford
is below other communities.

(14) Consolidate all revenue collec-
tion activities into one unit and merge
into the tax collector’s office. Move
more to online service.

(15) Eliminate use of paid lobbyists
and designate bipartisan task force to
better attract federal, state and county
funds.

(16) Sell several township owned lots
to fund part of the RVSA 2010 capital
costs related to new treatment facility.

(17) Implement an aggressive IandI
program. Appoint several senior citizen
volunteers to visit all homes to check
into illegal connections and provide ho-
meowner education of cost. Meet with
RVSA to jointly develop I&I program.

(18) A complete revamp of TV35 and
Cranford.com to integrate their role in
service to Cranford citizens. List on
website a list of services and links to
forms needed or contacts.

(19) Approve the expansion of DMC
boundaries to fund the expanded mar-
keting program.

(20) Implement the roof repair and
HVAC system improvement at Commu-
nity Center with existing available funds,
which will yield immediate energy sav-
ings.

(21) Use balance in the Enrichment
Fund to support recreation department
2010 budget ($45,000).

(22) Reduce the pay rate for all attor-
neys employed by Cranford by 20 per-
cent. They are supposed to keep the
township out of litigation and resolve
labor issues-($50,000).

(23) Restructure parking garage debt
to meet initial commercial rental space
occupancy- ($100,000).

(24) Apply $50,000 from Winfield
Township trust fund to public safety
capital improvement needs.

(25) Sell Cranford West and apply
proceeds to Community Center debt.

(26) A call to citizen volunteers to
enhance what the local government does.
There is a man that does litter cleanup
along Springfield Avenue for example.
We can enlist citizens to take on numer-
ous projects and, in my experience, they
just have to be asked.

cil President Robert Bunk is chal-
lenged by Derek Armstead. Mayor
Richard Gerbounka, a former Demo-
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WF BOE
lunch or outdoor class activities, and
also by community members for
sporting events. Six tables will be
set up adjacent to the baseball dia-
mond, and four tables will be ar-
ranged at the north side of the Habi-
tat Garden.

The next meeting of the BOE is
set for Tuesday, June 15, where the
framework of the strategic plan will
be discussed, including its purpose
and mission, as well as district be-
liefs and goals.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TWISTED METAL...A driver ran the stop sign at East Dudley Avenue in
Westfield last Wednesday. The street was closed to clean up the accident.
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New Jersey Primaries
crat, is now a registered Independent
and, thus, is not a factor in the Pri-
mary. Republican Patrick Cassio is
also a candidate for mayor. Demo-
crats for Change is running council
candidates in Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Union, Linden, Rahway and Roselle.

According to election data on the
Union County Clerk’s website, recent
Democratic Primary Elections have
shown a county-wide turnout of be-
tween 13,000 and 25,000, or 15 to 25
percent. According to the Board of
Elections, there are currently 121,000
registered Democrats in the county.

Polls will be open Tuesday from 6
a.m. until 8 p.m. To find polling loca-
tions, visit the Union County
homepage at ucnj.org and click on
the “where to vote” tab on the left
side of the page.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NO ICING TODAY...Members of the Westfield Hockey Club pose before march-
ing in the parade to celebrate Memorial Day.


