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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Rep. Lance, Freeholders Face
Challenges in Tuesday Primary
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County
voters will go to the polls Tuesday to
decide a number of Primary races at
the county and municipal levels, as
well as the Seventh Congressional
District. There are no competitive
Primary municipal races in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood or
Mountainside, although all towns,
with the exception of Mountainside,
have competitive General Elections
in November. There are no municipal
elections in Westfield this year.

In the race for Congress, first-term
congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)

is opposed by Bruce Baker of
Westfield, Lon Hosford of Alexan-
dria Township and David Larsen of
Oldwick. The congressional district
spans across Middlesex, Hunterdon,
Somerset and Union Counties. This
is the last Congressional election year
before redistricting occurs in 2012.

Mr. Lance’s opponents have been
critical of his initial “yes” vote on the
Cap and Trade/Climate Change bill,
with some even questioning his con-
servative credentials. Mr. Lance said
he now opposes the bill because China
and India have not committed to simi-
lar climate-related efforts, believing
the issue is a worldwide one.

Mr. Lance also has said his main
reason for running for Congress was
to focus on fiscal issues, including
reining in the nation’s increasing na-
tional debt.

Mr. Lance’s opponents have criti-
cized him for accepting federal ear-
marks (federal funds) for his district,
while he has pointed to his efforts to
help first responders receive federal
dollars for equipment that munici-
palities can no longer afford due to
the struggling economy.

According to the state Division of
Elections website, there are 105,339
registered Republicans in the Seventh
District, including 44,361 from Union
County, and another 196,138 unaffili-
ated voters. In a seven-candidate field
GOP Primary two years ago, 8,000, or
23 percent of GOP registered voters,
turned out in the county.

The winner will take on Democrat
Ed Potosnak of North Plainfield in
November.

There is also a Republican Primary
mayoral race in New Providence,
where Councilman Brooke Hern, a
former Democratic state Assembly
candidate with former Westfield mayor
Tom Jardim in 2001, is being chal-
lenged by former mayor Al Morgan.
While no Democrat filed for mayor, a
write-in candidate could surface on
Tuesday. Mayor John Thoms, a Re-
publican, is not seeking reelection.

At the freeholder level, Democratic
incumbents Dan Sullivan, the current
board chairman, Bette Jane Kowalski
and a newcomer, Plainfield Council-
woman Linda Carter, are being chal-
lenged by the Democrats for Change
ticket of Carmen Southward of Lin-
den, Janet Reynolds of Roselle and
Elcy Castillo Ospina of Elizabeth.
Ms. Carter replaces Rayland Van
Blake, who was not given the Union
County Democratic Party organiza-
tion line after one term on the board.

In the race for sheriff, 33-year vet-
eran Ralph Froehlich is being op-
posed by Essex County sheriff’s of-
ficer Charles Mitchell, who ran as an
independent sheriff candidate in 2007,
where he captured 10 percent of the
vote in a three-way race won by Mr.
Froehlich. Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, who has served since
1995 and previously served 12 years
in the now-defunct office of Register
of Deeds and Mortgages, faces a chal-
lenge from Rahway News-Record
Publisher Lisa McCormick on the
Democrats for Change banner.

Democrats for Change is running
candidates in six urban municipali-
ties. In Rahway, Freeholder Rick
Proctor, Rahway’s Democratic chair-
man, faces a challenge from Renee
Thrash in the race to replace the retir-
ing 20-year mayor, James Kennedy.
In the race for Linden mayor, Coun-

RVSA, County in Dispute
Over Sinkhole in Clark

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority approved an in-
crease in sewer connection fees as
well as a sewer-connection applica-
tion filed by the Town of Westfield on
behalf of Millennium Properties/Pre-
mier Communities & Menlo Engi-
neering at its May 20 meeting. The
application was filed for four, three-
bedroom townhouses located at 1464
East Broad Street.

The City of Rahway also filed a
sewer-connection application for a
property located on Hamilton Street;
the city wanted to relocate the sewer
to serve an outdoor amphitheater. This
application was also approved.

During the meeting, RVSA com-
missioners addressed an incident in
which the RVSA went out to inspect
a sinkhole that developed on Walnut
Avenue in Clark. The authority was
met by public works officials from
Union County and Clark Township,

as well as Elizabethtown Gas. The
authority concluded that the sinkhole
was not its fault, and billed the county
for cost of the inspection.

The county, however, refuses to
pay, claiming that “the authority
needed to inspect the [sewer] line in
order to make sure it wasn’t [their]
sewer causing the sink hole,” as the
meeting agenda stated. Additional
resolutions approved at the board
meeting included: investing
$1,017,128 for the operating reserve
fund at the Two River Bank in
Westfield at an interest rate of 5
percent, an increase from $2,674,655
to $2,694,461 to contract Consoli-
dated Construction Management
Services and the construction man-
ager on the CoGeneration/Sludge
Drying Facility; $38,000 to contract
Russell A. Berner for construction
support services, and three broker of
record resolutions relating to insur-
ance, which did not specify any dol-
lar amount.

SP School Taxes to Average
$7,169 and $6,403 in Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will see an increase in
the school portion of their tax bills,
though $860,000 was cut from the
$77.3-million school tax levy by the
municipal councils in both commu-
nities due to the defeat by the voters.

A total of $58,234,979 will be
raised in school taxes in Scotch Plains.
Homeowners will pay an average of
$7,169 in school taxes, $1,886 for the
county portion and $1,858 in munici-
pal taxes, for an average tax bill of
$10,912, according to Mayor Nancy
Malool. School taxes will rise 3.7
percent, compared to a 5.87-percent
increase in county taxes and a 5.2-
percent jump in municipal taxes, for
an average total tax increase of 4.9
percent.

School taxes on a township home
assessed at $122,400 will be $218
over last year. That number would
have been $81 higher if not for the
defeat of the school tax levy by voters
in April.

Mayor Malool said the process of
cutting the school budget “was a dif-

ficult task, and it is impossible to
please everyone.”

“Many people thought we should
have cut more, while many thought
we cut too much…some [thought]
that we cut the right amount,” the
mayor added. “While some longer-
term savings can be found eventu-
ally, I think we cut a responsible
amount for this year, taking into con-
sideration that we wanted the educa-
tional aspect of the school (i.e. class-
room teachers) impacted as little as
possible.

“The bottom line,” she continued,
“when discussing taxes – and the
message that Trenton needs to hear –
is that we can no longer afford to fund
our schools and towns through our
archaic, inequitable property tax sys-
tem. While I appreciate the governor’s
position in trying to rein in spending,
I think the focus now needs to shift to
finding the bigger, longer-term solu-
tion.”

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr
said $17,340,244 would be collected
in school taxes. The owner of a home
assessed at $84,595 will pay $6,403
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIAL DAY...A rousing parade, a tradition in Westfield, was held on Monday morning of Memorial Day to honor
those who have served and sacrificed in the military in the defense of this country. Citizens lined the streets, bands played,
flags waved, and dignitaries provided tributes.

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
PROUD TO SERVE…Westfield Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshal Claire
Butler waves to the crowd on Monday. Ms. Butler is a World War II veteran and
a champion archer.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TO THE RESCUE...Members of the all-volunteer Westfield Rescue Squad line
up for the Memorial Day Parade on Monday to honor those who have served in
the military.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOD BLESS AMERICA...Kerry Stubbs inspires the crowd of many hundreds
with his traditional rendition of “God Bless America” during Memorial Day
ceremonies in Westfield on Monday.
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Westfield BOE Hears Pleas From
Paraprofessionals for Rehiring

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD  — Residents and
school district paraprofessionals
spilled out the door of the board of
education (BOE) meeting room on
Tuesday night as the rehiring of para-
professionals was urged, and as the
board honored former member Rich-
ard Solomon for his nine years of
service. National Energy Association
plaques were presented to four dis-
trict schools.

Pat Doyle, president of the
Westfield Instructional Support Staff
Association, representing the para-
professionals of the Westfield school
district, urged the BOE to reinstate
the district’s 108 local paraprofes-
sionals, most of whom work closely
with special education students, and
all of whom received reduction in
force (RIF) notices when budget cuts
were revealed in March, eliminating
their positions in the Westfield school
district entirely.

Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan explained that the BOE cut the
jobs in accordance with orders from
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools, Carmen Centuolo.

“Despite all of our contributions to
the education of our students, to the
safety and security at Westfield High
School, despite being in positions for
over 20 years … we are treated more
like temporary support than perma-
nent partners in the educational pro-

cess,” Ms. Doyle said.
Although the BOE reinstated 29

paraprofessionals at its last meeting
on May 25, including Ms. Doyle, she
urged the BOE to “correct this ill-
advised error in judgment” to prevent
parents from looking outside the
school district for the care and per-
sonal attention their children may
need.

“We feel that we are partners in the
educational process and fervently
wish to continue in this role,” Ms.
Doyle said.

“I think it’s awful how paraprofes-
sionals have been treated this year in
our district,” Superintendent Dolan
said. “There wasn’t much that we cut
that I thought we could do without,
but we had to do without because we
were cut $4.2 million… I can’t project
what public education will be in the
next year or the next five years.”

The BOE voted to approve the re-
instatement of fourth-grade teachers
Kathryn Cocco of Wilson School and
Kristin Hannon of Tamaques School
for the 2010-2011 school year. Even
though the teachers had received RIF
notices this year, Ms. Dolan said the
board will continue to revise the bud-
get as changes are made and mon-
etary aid is received, possibly result-
ing in more rehires.

As well wishers listened from the
hallway, BOE President Julia Walker
presented former board member Mr.
Solomon with a resolution thanking
him for his nine years of service to
the Westfield education system. In a
nod to Mr. Solomon’s professional

experience with the David Letterman
Show, Ms. Walker presented the top
10 reasons the BOE would be “lucky”
to have him on the board.

Mr. Solomon said of his time on
the BOE, “We never lost sight of our
ultimate goal, which was always to
do what was in the best interest of the
children whose education we were
elected to oversee.”

Mr. Solomon was defeated in his
re-election bid by newcomer Mitch
Slater in the April 20 public election.

District energy managers Michael
Pate and Tony Cuccaro awarded
plaques from the National Energy
Association to four Westfield schools
in recognition of their conservation
of energy efforts. Tamaques Elemen-
tary, Franklin Elementary, Roosevelt
Intermediate and Edison Intermedi-
ate schools ranked among the top
nine public schools of 2,500 in New
Jersey in energy conservation as de-
termined by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

In the 33 months since the incep-
tion of the Westfield energy conser-
vation program, the district has saved
over $1 million through measures
such as the reduction of greenhouse
gas and the planting of tree seedlings.

Mr. Pate said that if Westfield were
to continue on this path of conserva-
tion, the district will have saved nearly
$5.5 million by 2017.

BOE member Jane Clancy an-
nounced that the Franklin School PTO
has donated $13,000 in tables and
benches to be used by students for

Remember: June 6, 1944 was D-Day in Normandy, France.


