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WF Sisters Perform
In The Secret Garden
SUMMIT – PeachCraft Studios of

Summit is presenting The Secret
Garden, based on the 1911 novel by
Frances Hodgson Burnett.

Sisters Abby Tizzio, 14, and Julia
Tizzio, 12, of Westfield are perform-
ing substantial roles, as Martha and
the Ayah, respectively, in the summer
musical.

This production features a cast of
23 young performers from across the
state, directed by PeachCraft Vocal
Conservatory faculty members Ken-
neth Bryson and Jody Mullen and
produced by Kate Kennedy. Perfor-
mances are Friday, July 30, at 7 p.m.
and Saturday, July 31, at 2 and 7 p.m.
in Morristown-Beard School’s new
Founders’ Hall, a state-of-the-art 450-
seat theater located at 70 Whippany
Road in Morristown.

Tickets are $20, available by call-
ing PeachCraft Studios at (908) 673-
1485.

Abby (above) and Julia (below)

Family Flix Teams Up With First Responders
To Present The Film Shrek 2 at Meisel Park
SPRINGFIELD – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal announced that
the “Family Flix” summer film se-
ries will team up with Union
County’s observance of National
Night Out on Tuesday evening, Au-
gust 3, at Meisel Park in Springfield.

“The ‘Family Flix’ feature film,
Shrek 2, will begin at dusk, but come
early to Meisel Park to participate in

Union County’s observance of Na-
tional Night Out, which starts at 6
p.m.,” said Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Deborah Scanlon, liaison to the
Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board.

“Bring a blanket or beach chair to
claim your spot on the lawn or save
a seat in the bleachers – either way,
the early birds will have plenty of
interesting things to do and see be-
fore the movie,” she continued.

SETTING THE SCENE…Michael McKenna’s work runs from the classic
landscape shot to the surreal life-like look an inanimate object can have; the above
images are examples of that. On the bottom, “Four of a Kind” features trees in
bloom along the lake at Nomahegan Park in Cranford. At top, “Cold Steel” was
taken on the edge of the Great Swamp just up the hill in Chatham.

Gallery Presents McKenna’s
Landscape Photography

FANWOOD – The new Wings Art
Gallery, located in Fanwood, is pre-
senting “Neighborhood Reflec-
tions,” the photography of Michael
McKenna, with an opening night
wine-and-cheese reception from 7
to 9 p.m. on Friday, August 6.

The show features the work of the
local landscape photographer, who
hails from Scotch Plains. The gal-
lery is located across from the
Fanwood train station at 228 South
Avenue in the Classic Framing and
Gift Store.

Mr. McKenna is a self-taught pho-
tographer who has honed the techni-
cal aspect of his art over the last 15
years. By reading, trial and error,
and studying the masters of land-
scape photography, he has devel-

oped his own style, which is based
on natural lighting and heavy con-
trast.

Mr. McKenna, a life-long resident
of New Jersey, portrays the state and
what it really has to offer; from the
cities to the farms, from the shore to
the suburbs, he has been able to
capture a little piece of each. Much
of his work is local to Union County.

Mr. McKenna has earned awards
in several competitions, and his work
is featured in multiple private col-
lections.

Currently, his photographs can be
seen at the Starbucks at the South
Orange train station and will soon be
exhibited on permanent exhibit at
the Essex County Equestrian Center
and several more Starbuck locations.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Anyone who says he totally com-
prehends writer-director Christopher
Nolan’s surreally fascinating – yet
confounding –Inception is full of it.
Aside from the economy, rarely is
there so much pontification about
what is so little understood. Which, if
you don’t mind someone having a bit
of sport with you, is what makes this
movie such strange fun.

Leonardo DiCaprio stars as Cobb,
a mysterious operative whose career
in things clandestine has him ventur-
ing not only over sovereign borders
but also, via the latest technology,
into others’ dreams. This poses the
proverbial puzzle wrapped in an
enigma, and then some. When we
meet the mind traveler, he’s been
offered a dangerous job.

Like all great fictional endeavors,
of course, it’s never been done
before…or so it is thought. The as-
signment comes from Mr. Saito, a
mega-powerful international player
who doesn’t want dying Maurice
Fischer’s (Pete Postlethwaite) gigan-
tic energy conglomerate passed in-
tact to sonny boy Robert Fischer, Jr.
(Cillian Murphy).

If there were a written estimate for
the exploit, it might read: Do Incep-
tion, whereby contractor will delve
three dreams down into subject’s mind
and plant idea to divest inherited hold-
ings. Price includes subcontracting
dream architect, Ariadne (Ellen Page);
engineer, Arthur (Joseph Gordon-
Levitt); and general finagler, Eames
(Tom Hardy).

Fantastic indeed. But the truly out-
rageous achievement isn’t just the
wildly inventive plot imagined and
constructed by filmmaker Nolan, who
previously bedeviled us with Me-
mento (2000). It’s that he’s able to
translate the concept and bring us
into his ingenious chimera. While
entirely confused, we know we’ve
been somewhere, or other.

But the craziness aside, this is a
typical action-suspense yarn, with all
sorts of hair-raising, cliff-hanging stunts
on each of the prefabricated dreams’
plateaus. Adding to the excitement are
the numerous what ifs always inherent
to such groundbreaking, potentially
fatal exploits. I.e. – What if someone
wakes up, or if they die in any of the
three reveries?

Assuring it is as visually exciting
as it is mind-boggling, Mr. Nolan
imparts what he has no doubt synthe-

Inception: Perchance to Dream

sized from Salvador Dali, Sigmund
Freud, Gertrude Stein and all that
gang. Yet in positing that ideas and
matter function in several dimensions,
major accomplishment 2 is that he
doesn’t fall off the edge of the world
he has designed.

While it’s one thing to formulate a
truly loopy science-fiction scenario,
it’s yet another to sustain that premise
and maintain a consistent logic the
entire length of the film.

Wafted away in this kaleidoscopic
quest, we find ourselves thinking in its
mechanisms. The nutty thing is, the
interpretation is unlikely to be the same
for any two movie-going companions.

Such is the consequence of ab-
stract artistry and the sort of creative
analysis it engenders [see Einstein’s
theory of relativity].

While Nolan envisions a particular
theoretical reality, he might explain
his work in the way Robert Browning
was said to describe the meaning of a
poem. The bard allegedly informed,
“Only God and I knew what it meant
when I wrote it; now only God
knows.”

What can be safely affirmed is that it
is definitely a movie, and as such, most
of the acting performances are spot-on,
especially when you consider the hy-
pothetical circumstances in which the
characters are realized. Successfully
establishing the fantasy, Leonardo
DiCaprio exudes the frazzling tenta-
tiveness of the world he explores.

Aiding and abetting all supposi-
tions, Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s Arthur
is all you could ask for in a right-hand
man; Ken Watanabe is appropriately
imperious as Mr. Saito, the inscru-
table mover and shaker; Ellen Page is
winsome as the objective, quick-study
outsider, and Tom Hardy’s Eames
adds a quirky, arrogantly self-effac-
ing comedic edge.

But because this review never sat-
isfactorily explains what the film is
about, the thought is it’s the do-it-
yourself aspect that ultimately may
entice viewers. The mental equiva-
lent of checking your own groceries
– you supply the illumination. The
only thing I’m sure of is that I did see
Inception. That is, assuming it wasn’t
all just a dream.

* * *
Inception, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Chris-
topher Nolan and stars Leonardo
DiCaprio, Ellen Page and Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt. Running time: 148 min-
utes.

CLASSIFIEDS

The Good Counselor Puts
Redemption on Trial

Shrek 2 is the 2004 DreamWorks
animated comedy adventure. Right
after their honeymoon, Shrek and
Princess Fiona are in for quite an
adventure when they are invited to
have dinner with Fiona’s parents.

Shrek 2 will be shown at dusk,
outdoors, free of charge at Meisel
Park. Singers from the Metro Rhythm
Chorus will entertain the audience
before the movie.

National Night Out is an event that
involves neighborhood organizations,
law enforcement agencies, civic
groups and businesses to strengthen
police-community partnerships and
local anti-crime programs.

The other dates for Family Flix
free outdoor movies are: Tuesday,
August 17, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford, Monsters vs. Aliens and
Tuesday, August 24, at Nomahegan
Park, Racing Stripes.

All movies start at dusk in nice
weather only. For more information,
call the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900. For rain informa-
tion in the parks, call (908) 558-4079
after 3 p.m.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – A lush contralto voice
sings the hymn “Blessed Assurance,”
setting the tone of Premiere Stages at
Kean University’s production of
Kathryn Grant’s The Good Counse-
lor.

On the upstage wall is a digital
projection, one of many, that feeds a
back-story of Vincent as a young
African-American boy sitting with
his sister.

Flash to him as an adult, a public
defense lawyer delivering the open-
ing words of the play. “A woman
lives in our minds – she welcomes
you into a pillowy embrace,” he tells
the jury, which is made up of the first
two rows of audience members.

“The woman – perfection – taunts
you with the notion of the person you
could have become.” He asks the
jury, “Is Evelyn a good woman?” By
the end of the play, the audience gets
a glimpse of the depth of two mothers
– the one he’s defending and his own.

Switch to stage left, where Vincent
(Edward O’Blenis) and his older
brother Ray (Erik LaRay Harvey) are
trading verbal jabs in their mother
Rita’s home on a Sunday morning.
The two adult sons are dressed as
opposites on the socioeconomic spec-
trum.

Professional Vincent is attired in
preppy navy suit, designer tie and
freshly starched shirt, while Ray is
comfortable wearing a do-rag, well-
worn work pants, boots and crumpled
shirt.

When Vincent and his worn-weary
mother Rita, convincingly played by
Geany Masai, are ready to set off for
church, she makes sure Ray, a recov-
ering drug addict, is locked outside
the house. That metaphor of the bolted
door has long been her approach of
tough love with him.

At the heart of Ms. Grant’s play,
though, is the defense of Evelyn (Su-
san Louise O’Connor), whose 22-

day-old baby has been found dead in
a bean field next to her tenement
apartment. As she sits nervously pull-
ing out her eyelashes, she talks with
Vincent, her court-appointed lawyer,
and swears that she did not hurt her
baby.

Vincent’s superior in the court sys-
tem, Maia, played thoughtfully by
Socorro Santiago, talks to him about
Evelyn’s defense. Maia argues that
circumstantially, it looks like Evelyn
killed her son. Everything in life was
stacked against her. She was a woman
alone in the world fending for her two
children without emotional or finan-
cial support, and had even been aban-
doned by social services.

Adding damage to Evelyn’s case is
the police statement that there was a
“lack of emotion” when she reported
her infant missing. Neighbors of the
single parent say that she drinks.

“I’m a good mother,” Evelyn
screams in her own defense. And we
see that perhaps she is, as she speaks
tenderly of Pooka, the pet name she
gives her 5-year-old daughter Chris-
tine.

An especially poignant moment is
shared by Susan Louise O’Connor as
Evelyn and Mr. O’Blenis as Vincent,
as she relates a dream. The intensity
exchanged in that monologue, unfor-
gettably dynamic, sways us to see
that Evelyn is caught in the web of
circumstance. Vincent is mesmerized
by Evelyn’s words of despair, which
pull him – and the audience with him
– into a swirling vortex of emotion.

This beautiful collaboration relies
on riveting acting, an inventive,
unique set by Joseph Gourley and
smart lighting design by Nadine
Charlsen. Artfully staged and sensi-
tively directed by Producing Artistic
Director John Wooten, The Good
Counselor is about saving lost souls
that, perhaps, are not meant to be
saved. It is about redemption and
forgiveness – a lesson not just for
mothers.

Westfield Foundation
Grant Awarded to Clark

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop, a division of the New
Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, has se-
lected Christine
Clark to be the re-
cipient of the Sum-
mer Youth Employ-
ment Grant from the
Westfield Founda-
tion.

The purpose of
this grant is to en-
able a student in the
community the op-
portunity to develop
workplace skills and
expand his or her job
opportunities.

Christine is work-
ing at the Westfield
Summer Workshop
(WSW) as a class-
room aide in sev-
eral arts-and-crafts
courses. In the af-
ternoons, she assists
the WSW office
staff members with
their clerical duties
and expands her knowledge of the in-
ner workings of the office. She also
assists with public-relations aspects
related to the theater production.

A 2009 graduate of Westfield High
School, Christine is currently attend-
ing Georgian Court College, where she
will be a sophomore in the fall semes-
ter. She is majoring in Elementary Edu-
cation and Psychology, and is a mem-
ber of the De La Salle Club and the

Council for Exceptional Children, in
addition to being a student ambassador

and an orientation
leader.

Recently, she
was placed in the
graduate track for
the university Mas-
ters in Counseling
Psychology pro-
gram and ulti-
mately intends to
pursue a doctoral
degree.

Christine is cur-
rently working in
her fifth year at the
WSW. She is mu-
sically inclined and
has played clarinet
for the Workshop
Band. She has also
helped backstage
for several Work-
shop productions
and assisted stu-
dents in cooking,
music and craft
courses.

When inter-
viewed about working at the WSW, she
said that she enjoys seeing the campers
grow year-to-year in their love for the
arts. She feels honored to be the recipi-
ent of the Westfield Foundation Grant
and is looking forward to a fulfilling
summer.

For more information about the
WSW or other Workshop programs,
call (908) 789-9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

GRANTED…Christine Clark is the
recipient of this year’s Summer Youth
Employment Grant from the Westfield
Foundation and is working at the
Westfield Summer Workshop.

Dr. K Brings Motown
To Oak Ridge Park in Clark
CLARK – The Union County Sum-

mer Arts Festival concert series con-
tinues on Wednesday, August 4, with
a performance by Doctor K’s Motown
Review. The free concert of Motown
favorites begins at 7:30 p.m. at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark.

Paul Korman’s quest to create the
ultimate Motown tribute band led
him to assembling an array of sea-
soned musicians and singers. Mr.
Korman’s band, now known as Doc-
tor K’s Motown Review, performs a
history of music from the 1960s.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue in August on Wednes-
days beginning at 7:30 p.m. The con-
certs will be held at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Lawn chairs, blankets and

picnic baskets are encouraged. Re-
freshments and snacks will be avail-
able from vendors.

The remaining free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festival
series include:

August 11 – The Rat Pack (music
of Sinatra and friends) at Oak Ridge
Park.

August 18 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band) at Oak Ridge Park.

August 25 – Jimmy and the Parrots
(Jimmy Buffett cover band) at Oak
Ridge Park.

In case of rain, call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m., or visit ucnj.org/
parks/summerarts.html

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Moving; must sell.
Ethan Allen: 2 matching camel
back couches; mahogany
coffee table, end table, armoire,
entryway or sofa table w/benches,
4 section wall unit; 2 custom
rugs. All in excellent condition.
Also, twin bed w/matching dresser
and desk (oak); leather sofa,
loveseat and chair. Gold’s
Gym weight equipment.
Email: ddsimplant@aol.com

(908) 451-3304

GARAGE SALE

Sat. July 31st, 9am-4pm
Household Items, toys, clothing
178 Harrison Ave, Westfield NJ

CONTENTS OF HOUSE

Scotch Plains
Living & dining room furniture,
bedroom, kitchen, den. Col-
lectibles, TV, DVD, wall art, more.

Sat. July 31, 9:00-4:00
1976 Church Ave (off Martine)

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PRIME OFFICE SPACE

1000 sq ft office space (plus
storage area) in Clark available

starting Sept 1. Located one
block off of GSP exit 135.

Call (732)382-2715

PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE

Attractive, Large, Professional
Office in Westfield, NJ.
Sublet 3 1/2 Days $600

Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message

or email
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

ELDERLY CARE

My parents’ caregiver needs a new
position. She is a Certified Home
Health Aid, caring, compassionate,
with excellent people skills. Looking
for FT, live-out position. Has own
car and speaks English.
Contact HEDA at: (732) 388-7008
or (908) 553-5179; and/or me,
Dianne W. at (302) 762-8042; or
www.care.com/seniorcare/
hedam.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Prime office space for rent at
189 Elm Street, Westfield

$800 per month.
Call Cheryl at (201) 891-1130.

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Loving, responsible, patient
mother of two Westfield school-
age children will watch your child
in my home, PT or FT, in Sept.
Call Cathy at (908) 347-2567

APT FOR RENT - GARWOOD

2nd Fl., 2BR, 1BA,
Nice neighborhood,

Short walk to NY trains.
1,300 month. Call

(908) 322-6651 or (908) 389-9177

LAWN CARE / MULCHING

Lawn care, mulching, all
aspects landscaping. College

student, reasonable rates.
(908) 232-7605

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trustworthy,
honest, reliable house cleaning.
Very hard working & detail ori-
ented. Take pleasure in what I like
to do. 6 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

‘03 MITSUBISHI LANCER

‘03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Yellow, Excellent Condition

Only 48K miles! Clean CARFAX
Asking $7,800 - (908) 244-7800

VW JETTA

2004 VW Jetta GL Reliable 4cyl
manual trans. 88k miles mostly
highway use, well maintained,
Grey w/ black interior. Asking
$5,400. Call (201) 239-7380

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments,
Upolstry & Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer

Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 855-9543

HARDWOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST

Refinished, Sanded,
Stained and Repaired.
New Floors Installed.

Free Estimates, Insured.
(732) 855-9543

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish, Honest, English speaking
lady will clean your house
or office. 5 years experience and
Great References. Free estimates
available. Call Sylvia

(908) 242-7712


