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BRYK 3-RUN HR, ROSSI 2-RUN HR, PREVOZNAK SOLO HR

WF White 12s Plate 9 in 3rd,
Stop WF Blue in Playoff, 12-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning struck off the metal sticks
in the top of the third inning when the
sixth-seeded Westfield White 12-
year-old baseball team flashed nine
runs across the plate and held off a
final-inning rally to defeat third-
seeded Westfield Blue, 12-7, in the
first round of the New Providence
Green League playoffs at Gumbert 3
Field in Westfield on July 22.

Westfield Blue received the higher
seed by virtue of a close victory over
the White team earlier in the season,
but the White had a much different
idea in the playoff game when they
put together a pair of home runs,
three doubles and a pair of singles in
that third inning to send the Blue
reeling. Ryan Bowman began the
onslaught with what appeared to be a
harmless infield single. Ethan
Prevoznak ripped an RBI double, and
Michael Rossi followed with a two-
run home run over the centerfield
fence to open Westfield Blue’s eyes.

After a strikeout, the floodgates
opened wider, and the White team
surged again. Austin Kreusser walked,
Tommy Sebato (1-for-2, two runs
scored) tapped a dribbler down the
first baseline but beat out an infield
single. Bobby Abbott (1-for-3, run
scored) reached first on a force play,
and Billy Arndt drilled an RBI double
to left. Ethan Smith walked, and Jor-
dan Hindes slashed a two-run double
to force a pitching change, but
Mitchell Bryk took the first pitch and

whacked a three-run homer over the
centerfield fence.

“We are hitting our stride at the
right time,” Westfield White Head
Coach Charlie Bowman said. “We
just came home from the
Cooperstown trip. We played some
really good competition with really
great pitchers, and I think our bats got
used to that. We had a great time, and
they came home ready to play ball.”

“They swung the bats today. There
was nothing we could do about it.
They hit a couple of shots out. You’ve

got to keep it in the ballpark,”
Westfield Blue Head Coach John
Monaghan said. “They came back
from Cooperstown the week before
we came back from Myrtle Beach, so
we both were ready to play.”

Westfield Blue starting pitcher
Owen Monaghan struck out the side
in the first inning, then in the bottom
of the inning, the Blue took a 1-0 lead
when Kyle McIntyre (1-for-1, 2 RBI,
2 runs scored) doubled to right, stole
third and scored on Jake Furst’s chop-

RUSSO 2 HITS, 2 RUNS, RBI; STRAUSS 2-RUN SINGLE

WF Gray Stops WF Blue 10s
In N. P. League Playoff, 11-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifth-seeded Westfield Gray got
out of an early jam and had success
putting the bat on the ball, especially
in the second and third innings, then
managed to withstand a gradual
comeback to defeat the fourth-seeded
Westfield Blue 10-year-old baseball
team, 11-7, in the first round of the
New Providence Green League play-
offs at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield
on July 23.

“The only regret is that there were
two Westfield teams, and one had to
go home,” Westfield Gray Head
Coach John Toal said. “They played
an awesome game. Great hitting!
Great pitching! They took it to us.
They let us work for this.”

After taking a 1-0 lead, Westfield
Gray found itself in a jam, when
Westfield Blue loaded the bases with
no outs in the bottom of the first.
Gray pitcher Danny Russo scooped a
grounder back to the mound and fired
home for the force out. He struck out
the next batter, then got the following
batter to ground out to third.

“The first inning was a momentum
changer. Their pitcher did a great job
of keeping us off-balance, and we
didn’t have a solid hit to drive in the
runs. That, and a couple of mistakes
we made, was really the difference in
the game,” Westfield Blue Coach Rob
Brancatella said. “We hit the ball
where they were.”

“That was big for us. It took a lot of
steam out of their sails,” coach Toal

said.
Both teams’ pitchers exercised fine

control. Gray starter Russo allowed
only a pair of walks and three hits in
three innings, and reliever Ryan Toal
walked two and hit a batter, while
yielding six hits in three innings. Blue
starter Chris Wagner walked three in
his three innings, and reliever Ryan
Chirichella permitted only one free
pass in three innings.

“We got great pitching from Chris
Wagner and Ryan Chirichella. Over-
all, I am very proud of the defense we
got. The boys made plays. They hit
their cutoffs. They communicated
well,” Coach Brancatella said.

“Our pitching came through. We
threw strikes, put pressure on them,
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COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield. Striking golf course views in the heart of prestigious Wychwood.  5 BR, 5 Bth classic colonial sits majestically on the 15th  green
at Echo Lake Country Club. Quality details include arched doorways, embellished millwork, accented ceilings, refinished floors, impeccable
décor, 2 fireplaces, 3 new baths and uncompromising renovations. New kitchen (35x14) offers top of the line stainless appliances, custom
raised panel maple cabinets w/dentil molding trim and adjacent sunny dining area and spectacular family/media room (30x14) Renovated
library features pegged oak floors, new bay window overlooking the golf course and custom cabinetry. Master BR w/luxury bath, p
guest suite, 3rd floor getaway w/ bedroom, sitting room and bath, newly designed rec room and game room, and much more.       $1,799,000..
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David Ackerman
• Top Dollar Volume Month of June
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

David Ackerman
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite David in, and he’ll bring results!

Probitas Verus Honos
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ROSA 4-FOR-4, HR; MINEO, RYAN WEBER WHACK HRS

Divas Disconnect Electricians
In First Round Playoff, 20-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Third-seeded Vienna 60/Diva’s
Salon, a team formally known as
Cepp’s Vets, traded in a number of
those vets for young talent, and it
paid dividends in a 20-3 jolting of
sixth-seeded Trinity Electric in the
first round of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League A Division playoffs
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 26.

The Divas, whose nine-game win-
ning streak came to an end with a
tough loss to Park Beverage, recuper-
ated quickly to pound out 26 hits
against the Electricians, and several
of the remaining veterans demon-
strated that they still had the right
stuff to inflict offensive damage. Vet-
eran Tony Mineo legged out a two-
run homer in the third inning before

deciding to sit out the remainder of
the game. Ivan Rosa tore up the soft-
ball with a three-run homer and three
singles to finish with five RBI, while
scoring three times. Ed Gutierrez
banged out three hits with three RBI
and three runs scored, and Art Schmidt
drilled a pair of doubles and singled,
while scoring once and adding three
RBI.

The Divas’ talented “rookies” also
cashed in on the offense. Anthony
D’Annunzio (3 runs, RBI) and Chris
Sarna (2 runs, 2 RBI) both went 4-
for-4, and Ryan Weber bashed a two-
run homer. Colin Weber ripped a pair
of singles and scored twice, while
young Joe Cepparulo doubled,
singled and scored twice. Mike Rusin
added a single, two runs scored and
an RBI, and “daring” Nick Giannaci
singled and scored in his one plate

appearance, which also included a
swan dive into second base.

Tom Giannone provided most of
the juice for the Trinity Electricians,
with three hits and two runs scored.
Veteran John Rubinetti thrashed an
RBI double and a single. Kyle Baker
singled and scored once, and his
brother Keith slapped an RBI single.
Chris Wester, Rob Rowland and An-
thony DePinto each added a single.

Pitcher Mike Cornacchia shut down
the Electricians the first three in-
nings, while the Divas plated five
runs in the first inning, three in the
second and four in the third to seize a
12-0 lead.

After Gutierrez and Sarna finished
off the first inning with a two-run
single and an RBI single, respec-
tively, Cornacchia shouted, “We won
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   This exceptional Westfield Colonial residence, sitting upon a graceful 
lawn with a winding slate walk to the front door, is brimming with quiet 
sophistication and charm, handsome detail, and exquisite workmanship. 
Enjoy gracious formal rooms well-suited for entertaining and versatile   
family living spaces for today’s lifestyle. This spacious home enjoys 5 bed-
rooms, 3.5 baths, an up-to-date kitchen, 2 fireplaces, screened in porch, as 
well as a large covered porch overlooking the very private rear garden,  
and so much more!  Offered at $1,158,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2009 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  

by NRT Incorporated. 

536 Birch Avenue ~ in “The Gardens” 

OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST ~ 1 –4 OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST ~ 1 –4 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME RECEPTION AT HOME…Westfield White teammates eagerly await Ethan Prevoznak to step on home plate
after blasting a solo home run in the fourth inning in the 12-7 win over the Westfield Blue 12s at Gumbert Field in Westfield
on July 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GREAT CONTACT WITH THE BALL…Westfield Gray’s Matt Cetlin gets solid contact and pokes a single to
right field in the second inning against the Westfield Blue 10s. Westfield Gray won, 11-7, on July 23.


