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OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Americans Fear Freedom and All It
Entails, Both Good and Bad

Letters to the Editor

Some years ago, on the Sean Hannity
radio show, Mr. Hannity was interview-
ing KABC Los Angeles libertarian radio
talk show host, Larry Elder. He asked, at
the time, why was it that libertarians,
when running for political office, only
receive 3 percent of the vote. Mr. Elder
was quick in his reply, “The reason is
because people fear freedom.” I was taken
aback by the response. I fully accept it
now. Americans, sadly, do fear freedom
and what it entails.

Freedom means praise, as well as scorn;
Freedom means standing up and facing
the consequences, good and bad; Free-
dom means doing what you please, pro-

vided that you do not physically harm
another; Freedom means standing up,
and reminding the powers that be that
there are limits.

Freedom means adhering to a Consti-
tution, and not deviating from it; Free-
dom also means choosing the road in
which you want to travel, and doing it
peacefully; Freedom means taking re-
sponsibility, for your words, deeds and
actions; and, finally, freedom means
standing tall and walking into the sun-
shine of liberty.

Yes, people fear freedom. They fear
freedom because it sometimes requires
pain, instead of pleasure; they fear free-
dom, because at times it means struggle
and stress; they fear freedom because at
times it can be burdensome; and they
even fear freedom because then, they
cannot “pass the buck.” That is why some
Americans would like to surrender their
freedoms and liberties to achieve and
obtain security from government and the
welfare state. To me, this is not only sad,
it is very dangerous. It would be the
equivalent of surrendering one’s soul or
being to Lucifer himself.

Benjamin Franklin said it best when he
said that those who give up their liberties
for the sake of security deserve neither
liberty nor security. How true those words
are today.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Sheriff Asks Public to Join In
National Night Out on August 3

PLAINFIELDS’ UNICO…members visit with Pierluigi Bersani, chairman of the
Democratic Party of Italy, following a roundtable discussion with other Italian
dignitaries. Mr. Bersani discussed Italian politics and their impact on Italians
abroad and answered questions from a standing-room only audience at the Club
San Cono di Teggiano Catholic Association in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Plainfields’ UNICO President Anthony Bengivenga and
member Susie Leonardis, Mr. Bersani, Plainfields’ UNICO member Angela
Baratta and Public Relations Director Sebastian D’Elia.

Armory Receives
Generous Help

The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the 1-102nd Cavalry Squadron HHT
would like to thank M&R Landscape and
Design for their generosity. Mr. Manny
Carlino went above and beyond donating
their services and equipment to help with
the clean up around the National Guard
Armory.

The project would never have been
able to be completed so quickly and effi-
ciently without their help.

Danielle Bracco
Westfield

FRG Leader

Major Changes Occur in N.J.
Motor Vehicle Inspections

TRENTON – Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing statement is from Raymond
Martinez, chief administrator of the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC):

Beginning August 1, the MVC will
implement two significant changes to the
state’s Enhanced Motor Vehicle inspec-
tion and Maintenance (I/M) Program.

These changes are expected to result in
a total savings of $17 million in fiscal
year (FY) 2011.

First, in eliminating the mechanical
portion of the biennial inspection that is
required of all passenger automobiles,
New Jersey will be joining 29 other states
(including the District of Columbia).
Currently, all passenger vehicles must
undergo an inspection every two years
that tests for both emissions levels and
mechanical defects. Under a new state
law, the inspection process will entail
only an emissions test.

Additionally, inspections will be elimi-
nated entirely for motorcycles and cer-
tain diesel-powered vehicles (which are
already exempt from emissions testing).
Mechanical inspections will continue to
be required for various commercial ve-
hicles such as taxicabs, limousines, jit-
neys, and school buses.

Please note that any vehicle, which
failed an inspection for mechanical de-
fects prior to August 1 will still need to
get the required repairs and return for a
re-inspection in order to obtain a valid
inspection sticker.

The decision to eliminate mechanical
inspections comes after careful review of

other states’ programs and various aca-
demic studies conducted by educational
institutions as well as the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration. Our
research indicates that motor vehicle crashes
are overwhelmingly related to driver error
and/or poor road conditions, rather than the
result of any mechanical defect.

Also, data obtained by the MVC illus-
trates no significant difference in fatality
rates when comparing states that check
for mechanical defects versus those that
do not.

Despite the elimination of mechanical
inspections, law enforcement will con-
tinue to cite motorists for equipment that
is not in compliance or for failure to make
necessary repairs. Additionally, the MVC
will continue to deploy members of its
mobile inspection team to assist local
police departments when they set up road-
side checkpoints to identify vehicles with
mechanical deficiencies.

The second change to the I/M program
is an extension of the waiver from vehicle
inspections for newer vehicles from four
years to five. Currently, passenger ve-
hicles with a model year of 2004 or later
do not have to undergo an inspection for
four years. Under the new law, new and
used cars manufactured in 2006 or later
will not have to return for an inspection
for five years. Subsequent inspections
will continue to be required every two
years thereafter.

New vehicles will be provided with a
five-year sticker at the time of purchase,
while vehicles with a model year of 2006
or later that are already on the road will be
mailed a “1-year extension” sticker, which
is to be affixed to the inspection decal
already located on the windshield. The
decision to extend the inspection waiver
is based on the fact that cars manufac-
tured today are much cleaner and more
fuel-efficient than they once were.

The MVC is implementing this exten-
sion of the inspection waiver in close
coordination with the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection,
which oversees the emissions portion of
the state’s program.

These changes to the inspection re-
quirements afford us the opportunity to
reinforce with vehicle owners the impor-
tance of taking proper care of their ve-
hicles with regular maintenance, includ-
ing oil changes, tire pressure checks and
replacement, brake repairs, and general
tune-ups. As you are well aware, owning
a vehicle is just as much of a responsibil-
ity as driving one. While drivers must act
responsibly behind the wheel, keeping
one’s vehicle well-maintained and “road-
ready” is equally important.

Further information is available by
calling MVC’s Legislative Liaison,
Jonathan Pushman, at (609) 341-5751.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAR DOWN...The demolition of the old Union County adminstration building
on North Avenue in Westfield is in full swing and the area will be turned into
parking. A new office building has opened in the rear of the property.

Retired Westfield Police Officer Kasko
Questions Departmental Hearing

On July 20, I attended the Westfield
Town Council meeting and outlined vari-
ous problems in the police department
which seem to be unfolding as a result of
a an on-going PERC hearing involving a
current Westfield police officer. These
problems involve mismanagement by
some of the ranking members of the po-
lice department, manipulation of the pro-
motional list and a secret pay raise.

The mayor and council have said the
department has declared this a “person-
nel matter” and, thus, it should be over-
seen by the police department.

Would you (the newspaper) ask the
mayor and council how a secret, unpub-
lished raise to one sergeant assigned to
the detective bureau is a “personnel mat-
ter?” Would you also ask them why this
is not mismanagement by the department
and the administrator who approved it?
Would you also ask the mayor and town
council why the lieutenant’s list was al-
lowed to expire only after it was obvious
that the recipient of the secret pay raise
could not be elevated to lieutenant?

He was given the money without the
rank while those ahead of him on the list
were told there was no money to fund a

promotion? How is this a “personnel
matter” and not blatant mismanagement?

The Westfield Leader newspaper has
constantly printed the vaunted views of
“transparency” of the mayor and the town
council. May I request that you start to
equate ink to Windex and allow your
print to wipe away the sooty film caused
by the insulting evasions offered by the
those politicians which allow the fox to
guard the hen house? The very existence
of an unpublished raise to one officer
screams out secrecy and fosters distrust
of management. The raise was given by
management. The decision to keep it se-
cret was made by management. The ap-
proval by the administrator was an act of
management.

How can management be allowed to
declare the matter as one involving “per-
sonnel” and, thus, be given the ability to
investigate itself? Please ask the mayor
and council and then print the response of
each or the silence of each.

Gregory Kasko
Westfield

WPD, retired

The 27th Annual National Night Out, a
unique police-community partnership
aimed at preventing crime and drug use,
will take place across the country on
Tuesday, August 3. This is a perfect time
for all residents, members of law enforce-
ment and community organizations to
come together against crime and drugs.

National Night Out, sponsored by the
National Association of Town Watch, is
designed to strengthen local anticrime
programs, neighborhood spirit and po-
lice-community relationships while send-
ing a message to criminals that our neigh-
borhoods are organized and not easy tar-
gets.

Along with the traditional display of
outdoor lights and front porch vigils, com-
munities nationwide will celebrate Na-
tional Night Out with a variety of events
and activities such as cookouts and local
police and sheriff’s department exhibits.
Union County will be offering up an
entertaining and educational mix of ac-
tivities to mark the date.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders will be hosting a National
Night Out event at from 6 to 8 p.m. in
Meisel Park off of Meisel Avenue in
Springfield.

It will be a fun evening for the kids with
complimentary hot dogs, free inflatable
rides, games and other activities. There
will be emergency vehicles and equip-
ment from the Union County Police De-
partment and other law enforcement agen-
cies on display. Police dogs from the
Union County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Search
and Rescue Unit will also be on hand.

It is also a perfect opportunity for par-
ents to take advantage of the Fingerprint
on File program, an important service
offered by the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. The purpose of the program is to
establish a fingerprint record of a child
that can be used by law enforcement
agencies in the event a child becomes lost
or abducted. Fingerprint cards are re-
turned to the parents for safekeeping.

Officers from the Sheriff’s Identifica-
tion Bureau will be set up to fingerprint

your child at the park during the evening.
Please take advantage of this very impor-
tant program.

National Night Out has proven to be an
effective, inexpensive and enjoyable pro-
gram to promote neighborhood spirit and
police-community partnerships in our
fight for a safer nation. More than 36
million people from communities in all
50 states were involved in National Night
Out 2009.

The benefits to our community from
National Night Out will most certainly
extend well beyond the one night. Please
come out and help us make National
Night Out 2010 a strong, united voice
against crime.

Ralph Froehlich
Union County SheriffMy Dear Mr. President:

Welcome to New Jersey
Welcome to Edison, New Jersey – the

birthplace of the technological revolu-
tion. It is an honor to have you visiting the
Garden State to discuss the important
issue of job creation.

As you prepare for your trip, I ask that
you strongly reconsider your economic
policy advocated by U.S. Treasury Sec-
retary Geithner last weekend that would
allow the Bush-era tax relief to expire for
those families making $250,000 or more.
This would have a disastrous affect on
New Jersey’s working families and small
businesses.

I am proud to represent in Congress
many of the constituents and small busi-
nesses in Edison. They work hard to
afford one of the nation’s highest federal
and state tax burdens. They are not the so-
called “super-rich,” but hard-working
middle-class families facing one highest
costs-of-living in the country.

And many of these families in Edison
and across New Jersey are gravely con-
cerned about the state of the economy and
the uncertainty associated with the poli-
cies coming out of Washington.

Higher taxes, unchecked spending,
government bailouts and new health care
mandates are just a few of the job-killing
policies passed by Congress that are put-
ting a strain on local small-and medium-
sized businesses. And now many of these
job creators are facing a stark reality of
higher taxes if the Bush-era tax cuts are
allowed to expired at the end of this year.

There is bipartisan opposition in Con-
gress to higher taxes, as most Republi-
cans and some Democrats strongly be-

lieve that raising taxes on any group,
particularly one considered crucial for
creating jobs, could endanger a precari-
ous economic recovery.

I whole-heartedly support your call for
deficit reduction. However, raising taxes
to reduce our deficit is the wrong medi-
cine for our ailing economy and will do
little to get our deficits under control over
the long-term.

The solution to our national debt is not
more government revenue but less gov-
ernment spending. Instead of proposing
tax increases to reduce our federal debt,
we should focus on reducing out-of-con-
trol federal spending as a way of address-
ing the growing size of the federal deficit
and returning our nation to a path of fiscal
responsibility.

Mr. President, New Jerseyeans already
pay too much in taxes. Allowing any of
the Bush-era tax cuts to expire would hit
many of New Jersey’s small businesses
and, undoubtedly, curtail any economic
expansion and will lead to a “double dip”
recession resulting in further economic
hardships for all Americans.

I hope you will reconsider your tax
policy and instead join me in advocating
for free-market solutions that will help
New Jersey’s economy grow, expand and
create jobs. Best personal wishes.

Leonard Lance
Member of Congress

New Jersey 7th District

Garwood Schools Announce
Honor Roll Students

GARWOOD – The Garwood Public
School system announced its honor roll
and honor society designees. Those mak-
ing the honor roll earned all A’s and B’s.
Those named to the Honor Society earned
all A’s.

Honor Roll:
Grade 5: Eric Carlson, Connor Fayard,

Emmanuel Flitsanov, Rosario Guerriero,
Megan Gunning, Jessica Moore, Gavin
Parkhill, Christopher Pazienza, Kayleigh
Pender, Alison Price, Jake Siranides, Sean
Stouffer, Kelly Sullivan, Samantha
Wagner.

Grade 6: Michael Banek, Sean Baron,
Joseph Brecht, Jacqueline DeFilippo,
Anthony Furci, Austin Graham, Nathan
Kramer, Joseph Massett, Kayla
McMillan, Andrew Resetar, Gabriella
Sluka, Colleen Staba, Jenna Staines,
Victoria Wagner, Michael Woitkowski.

Grade 7: Mark Barranger, Michael
Basso, Amanda Brown, Jake Burkert,
Daniel Courtney, Sara Diwane, Nora
Duffy, Ricardo Hidalgo, Joseph Matlosz,

Ian McGuire, Giulian Pacella, Toniann
Pallone, Vanessa Rosky, Zachary
Simanski, Christina Tempio, Scott
Tombs, Caitlin Twaddle

Grade 8: Samuel Abbaticola, Pamela
DiFilippo, Kelsey Durkin, Karina
Hernandez, Sarah Kramer, Orest
Kulchytsky, Maura Moran, Nick
Napolitano, Lindsay O’Donnell, Jessica
Weisser.

Honor Society:
Grade 5: Elizabeth Archer, Martin

Herman, Zachary Sluka, Larissa Vena.
Grade 6: Kimberly Knowles, Emma

Neuberger, Angelo Villaraut.
Grade 7: Monica Archer, Meagan

Beriont, Alyssa Beyer, Dayna Gallucci,
Katarina Hermanova, Brian Maher, Salma
Mahmoud, Amanda Meyers.

Grade 8: Sara Brinkerhoff, Sara Law,
Nicole Resetar
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