
Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Page 4  Thursday, July 29, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Is the Light Coming In or Are We
Just letting the Darkness Out?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pleurosteon – The lateral element of

a bird’s sternum which joins onto the ribs
2. Limu – Hawaiian seaweed
3. Pliofilm – A waterproof, transparent

rubber sheeting used for raincoats
4. Urson – The Canada porcupine

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KIBE
1. A crack or chap in the flesh caused

by cold
2. Soft sleet or hail
3. An aside remark or suggestion
4. A horsefly

DESPUMATION
1. A sudden flood due to heavy rains
2. An eruption, as with a volcano or

geyser
3. The act of skimming or scumming
4. A removing of the feathers; pluck-

ing
GARRAN

1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A hermit; loner
3. A monstrosity or hideous creature
4. A small work-horse

EYRA
1. Pertaining to the dawn of time
2. A reddish or chestnut-colored wild-

cat of Central and South America
3. An aura; halo
4. Revenge; reprisal

We are often puzzled and bewildered by the luster
of our governmental policies. This was again brought
to light when reading last week that RutgersUniversity
is going to install solar panels at a cost of greater than
$10 million to save $200,000 per year in electricity.
The Rutgers project is artificially propped up with
$5 million of taxpayer money. Oh well, another
government grant program down the drain, one
might shrug in dismay.

The project is a dreadful economic venture on a
standalone basis, though perhaps it is a worthwhile
demonstration project in support of Governor Chris
Christie’s goal of making New
Jersey a solar panel center of the
world, or at least of the nation. On
that basis, the project could make
sense – especially if Rutgers engi-
neering students studied the per-
formance and developed improve-
ments – perhaps even forming part-
nerships with New Jersey manu-
factures.

But then a head-spinning sham
was bared. The solar panels are
coming from China – not the
U.S., and, certainly, not from
New Jersey. The order is going
to China because they are
cheaper, and U.S. firms could
not match the price.

This, in itself, is no surprise, as China is not
burdened by Obamacare and other such follies. The
coup de grâce is that China’s government bank is
artificially subsidizing the export of these solar
panels to ensure Americans’ can’t compete.

Vladimir Lenin must have had it backwards when
he said, “The Capitalists will sell us the rope with
which we will hang them.”

We are all worried about energy, and it is hard to
keep a sense of humor about the matters and the
folly. To digress: One of the best in using humor to
discuss important matters was Benjamin Franklin
when he wrote about light and darkness in a letter to
The Journal of Paris in 1784 – (Excerpts):

“… I was the other evening in a grand company,
where the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange
was introduced, and much admired for its splendour;
but a general inquiry was made, whether the oil
consumed was not in proportion to the light af-
forded, in which case there would be no saving in the
use of it… I went home, and to bed, three or four
hours after midnight, with my head full of the sub-

ject. An accidental sudden noise waked me about six
in the morning, when I was surprised to find my room
filled with light; and I imagined at first, that a
number of those lamps had been brought into it; but,
rubbing my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the
windows.

I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above
the horizon, from whence he poured his rays plenti-
fully into my chamber, my domestic having negli-
gently omitted, the preceding evening, to close the
shutters… Your readers, who with me have never

seen any signs of sunshine before
noon, and seldom regard the as-
tronomical part of the almanac,
will be as much astonished as I
was, when they hear of his rising
so early; and especially when I
assure them, that he gives light as
soon as he rises.

…And, having repeated this ob-
servation the three following
mornings, I found always precisely
the same result…. Yet it so hap-
pens, that when I speak of this
discovery to others, I can easily
perceive by their countenances,
though they forbear expressing it
in words, that they do not quite

believe me. One, indeed, who is a learned natural
philosopher, has assured me that I must certainly be
mistaken as to the circumstance of the light coming
into my room; for it being well known, as he says,
that there could be no light abroad at that hour, it
follows that none could enter from without; and that
of consequence, my windows being accidentally left
open, instead of letting in the light, had only served
to let out the darkness; and he used many ingenious
arguments to show me how I might, by that means,
have been deceived. I owned that he puzzled me a
little….”

So we ask, do we have our “head full of the
subject” and are we trying to let out the darkness
rather than bringing in the light?

The Governor has many things to deal with that
flash on his radar screen. A little light needs to be
shining through on China’s behavior and our
government’s policies in response.

Governor Christie, put a hold on the Rutgers’
project – do not spend taxpayers’ money in China;
put Americans to work.

President Obama, please hear this appeal.

Foreign-Language Speakers Should
Be Adequately Informed of Rights

Broadcast of Freeholder Meetings
Would Be Beneficial Public Service

Obama Did Not Give
Himself Pay Raise

I hope someone corrects that lady’s
letter to the editor stating President Obama
gave himself a raise. A little research and
she would have found this: As President,
George W. Bush made $400,000 and
received additional money in various
expense accounts. Vice-President Dick
Cheney made $208,100 and also had ex-
pense accounts. In September 1999, Presi-
dent Clinton signed legislation that in-
creased the Presidential salary to
$400,000, effective January 2001. The
U.S. Constitution prohibits pay raises for
sitting Presidents. This presidential pay
raise was the first since 1969, when the
president’s salary was raised from
$100,000 to $200,000.

Dale Neseman
Hamburg, N.Y.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Neseman is the
longtime political cartoonist for The
Westfield Leader and The Times

Thank You Westfield BOE for
Reinstating Mr. Krevetsky

As the attorney for German Marquez,
I write to voice my opposition to the
editorial entitled “Is the N.J. Supreme
Court Creating a Tower of Babble?”
which appeared in your July 22 edition.

While I can certainly understand the
editorial writer’s sentiment that people
who reside in this country for some pe-
riod of time should speak English well
enough to understand when their rights
are given to them in English, the editorial
misstates the actual facts of the case in
several important aspects.

Firstly, Justices La Vecchia, Rivera-
Soto and Hoens concurred in the actual
decision of the court. They agreed that, in
this case, the total failure of the police to
make any attempt to inform Mr. Marquez
of his rights required that his conviction
for refusal to submit to a breath test be
reversed. The part of their opinion that
was a dissent involved an arcane question
of statutory interpretation. They believed
that the police should be required to make
“reasonable efforts” to inform a person of
the consequences of his refusing to take a
breath test. In no way did they approve of
the procedure employed in this case,
which the majority characterized as “sur-
real” and “bizarre.”

Secondly, when fully implemented,
this decision will, almost certainly, help
the law enforcement community and re-
duce the number of foreign-language
speakers who are charged with refusal
merely because they didn’t understand
their rights. This is so because more for-
eign-language speakers will really be “in-
formed” of their rights, and will presum-
ably take the test when they understand

that they have no right to refuse to take a
breath test.

Also, the court’s requirements will be
easy for police departments to imple-
ment. As noted in the editorial, the state
has already created a website that trans-
lates the standard statement into the nine
languages in which the driver’s test is
given. As to the other languages that may
present themselves, the police will be
able to contact one of the many telephone
language services that are available and
secure a translation within a short time.

At its heart, this case was not about
whether immigrants should learn to speak
English. Of course they should. It was
about fairness. Under the court’s ruling,
foreign-language speakers will now be
treated the same as English-speaking
people who are arrested for drunk driv-
ing. Both will now be reminded, in a
language he or she understands, that they
have no right to refuse to take a breath
test, and the consequences for refusal.
This was not so under the former proce-
dure and was unfair and discriminatory to
foreign-language speakers

This decision should not become part
of the debate about whether English
should be made the official language of
this state or country, or whether or not
New Jersey should elect rather than ap-
point its judges.

Rather, it was about whether a fair
system of justice should permit someone
to suffer a quasi-criminal penalty merely
because they do not speak English.

Michael Blacker
Scotch Plains

Recently in the local press, there have
been reports that the Cranford public
access cable channel broadcasts meet-
ings of the Union County Board of Free-
holders. As you may know, freeholder
meetings are held in Elizabeth on a regu-
lar schedule, usually during the work
week, at 7 p.m. For some Union County
residents, making it to Elizabeth by 7
p.m. on a work night is generally not
possible without a fair amount of incon-
venience. As a result, from what I under-
stand, only five or six citizens are gener-
ally in attendance at freeholder meetings.

Channel 34 regularly broadcasts meet-
ings of the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil. Doing so is a tremendous public ser-
vice and, undoubtedly, advances the pub-
lic purpose of a public access cable chan-
nel. I would venture to guess that the
broadcasts of these meetings are among
the most popular broadcasts put on by
Channel 34.

I understand that the Cranford public
access channel is willing to make avail-
able to other Union County public access
channels tapes or copies of the freeholder
meeting broadcasts. Channel 34 should
coordinate with the Cranford channel to
regularly obtain these tapes and broad-
cast them so that Scotch Plains citizens

can observe our freeholders at work and
gain a better understanding of how our
tax dollars are being spent by the county.
Doing so would be consistent with the
purposes of the public access nature of
Channel 34. Broadcasts of these meet-
ings would likely be quite popular.

Further, it seems that freeholder meet-
ings are conducted in a way that the topics
being discussed by the freeholders are
not obvious. Apparently, their discus-
sions refer to topics only by resolution
number, and generally there is not much
discussion of the substance of the resolu-
tion, so the observer cannot know what
the resolution relates to or what our tax
money is being spent on.

The Cranford public-access channel
also broadcasts a show sponsored by a
Union County citizens group, which gives
background information on the freeholder
resolutions being discussed and explains
what the freeholders are voting on. I
suspect these shows would be made avail-
able to Channel 34 free of charge if re-
quested. Separate from the decision on
whether to broadcast the freeholder meet-
ings, Channel 34 also should consider
broadcasting these citizens group shows
as well.

Channel 34 is a great public service.
However, given the number of hours in
the day and the cost of producing origi-
nal product or using for-profit copy-
righted material, much of the channel’s
broadcasting is not terribly topical or of
general interest. Given the recent greater
public interest in government and the
expenditure of tax dollars, broadcasts of
freeholder meetings and the Union
County citizens group discussions would
be of significant public interest and
would be more informative to the public
than much of what is currently broadcast
by Channel 34.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

I would like to say thank you to each
member of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. I am so thankful that you had the
courage to reinstate Matt Kravetsky back
into the Westfield school system. Your
decision has helped to restore my faith
that people who hold positions of author-
ity can and will do the right thing. I know
the situation regarding Matt Kravetsky
was not an easy one for any of you and I
so respect the time and thought that each
of you gave when it came to rendering
your decision, no matter what the out-
come may have been.

I am also so appreciative that you re-
ally looked at all the facts and listened to
all of the commentary and used that to

correct the situation and not just think this
was a bunch of parents complaining just
to complain.

With the show of courage that you all
displayed in reinstating Matt, I feel we
truly have one of the best school districts
in the state. Not only because of our
academics, but because you, our Board of
Education, listened to its school commu-
nity when they were pleading with you
for help and did what was asked ofthem
no matter how difficult it may have been.
I truly have nothing but respect and admi-
ration for all of you.

Jennifer Silva
Westfield

Precedent of Having Driver’s Exams
In Multiple Languages Led to Ruling
While I agree with your comment in

your editorial, “Is The N.J. Supreme Court
Creating a Tower of ‘Babble,’” about
making English the official language of
New Jersey’s courts, I believe the court’s
ruling, problematic as it is, is not bizarre.
It would seem that, given the precedent
established by offering the state’s written
driver’s examination in multiple lan-
guages in the first place, the court’s deci-
sion is actually very logical.

That decision is an unintended conse-
quence of the decision to allow people
who cannot read, write, speak and under-
stand English to obtain New Jersey
driver’s licenses – just as the anticipated
deluge of requests to overturn prior con-
victions has been unintended. Further-
more, one may reasonably expect others
to demand being allowed to take that
examination in any of the languages that
it may not be currently offered.

The real issue is the slippery slope that
we traveled down in the pursuit of multi-
culturalism. English should be the offi-

cial language of the United States of
America, the several states, and all of
their political sub-divisions and agencies.
I believe it is perfectly appropriate for
commercial enterprises to make informa-
tion available in as many languages as
they deem necessary to further their busi-
ness. It is not appropriate, however, for
governmental bodies and agencies to di-
gress from our country’s native language.

A nation has been defined as a cultur-
ally homogeneous group of people, larger
than a single tribe or community, which
shares a common language, institutions,
and historical experiences. As the idea of
America being the great melting pot suc-
cumbs to multi-culturalism, one should
fully expect more decisions along the
lines of State v. German Marquez and the
unintended consequences that logically
flow from them. After all, the precedent
has been set.

John Cirrito
Scotch Plains

County Com. Director
Responds to Letter

I recently read a letter from, surprise,
Tina Renna, in which she had less than
complimentary words to say about me.

For those who don’t know about this
obnoxious, over-the-top character, please
allow me to provide a primer:

Ms. Renna is a former county con-
tractor and current GOP Committee-
woman from Cranford whose husband,
a dismissed county employee, ran un-
successfully for freeholder office more
than once.

Ms. Renna has perfected the high art
of extreme right-wing smear and swift-
boat tactics. In the process, Ms. Renna
has wasted county taxpayers, by my
own estimates, more than $800,000 in
frivolous lawsuits and informational re-
quests over a large part of the past de-
cade.

As part of her dossier, Ms. Renna nar-
rowly avoided perjury and criminal
charges (www.nj.com/news/ledger/
u n i o n / i n d e x . s s f ? / b a s e / n e w s - 4 /
1240287329163860.xmlandcoll=1) for
allegedly consorting with a convicted
stalker to “get” a mutual political enemy.

She hides behind the sham of a non-
profit organization that has yet to file any
list of contributions (www2.guidestar.org/
R e p o r t N o n P r o f i t . a s p x ? e i n = 8 6 -
1153341andname=union-county-watch-
dog-association z) and that abuses its
non-profit, apolitical, federal tax status
by targeting her political and personal
enemies — all Democratic — and also
non-county officials. In her letter to your
publication, she recalled a libel lawsuit I
filed against her several years ago.

I’d like to refresh her memory about
the genesis of it: Ms. Renna, in all her
classlessness, wrote blogs in which she
insulted my family members (who have
nothing to do with county government),
made sexual references, and Nazi-Ger-
many references to myself and other
county employees and officials. Of course,
her column had nothing to do with any
substantial issue or matter.

In fact, this is a favorite tactic of Ms.
Renna and her right-wing extremist breth-
ren: smear your enemies’ family mem-
bers in the hopes that it will rattle or
destroy them. I’ve collected quite a few
of these mean-spirited Coulter-esque rants
Renna has written about county officials
and employees or anyone else who is a
political target (and coincidentally, al-
most always a Democrat). I don’t believe
it is fit to repeat them here.

For further reference, I’ve included an
edited link so all can see an example of
this foul-mouthed, caustic personality in
action. Her words and actions speak for
themselves. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iorAeXwUVbgandfeature=related.

A warning, as it contains foul lan-
guage, you may not want to watch it with
kids around!

Sebastian D’Elia
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The writer is director of
communications for the County of Union.

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Please send your letters to the editor
by e-mail to editor@goleader.com. In-
clude your address and phone for us to
verify your authorship.

Grammar and spelling are subject to
editing. Sometimes, letters are short-
ened for brevity. Letters are not chosen
or excluded to promote an agenda.


