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Christie Vetoes Bills Citing
$132 Million in New Spending

Courtesy of Nels Matson
ON A JOURNEY...Nels Matson, right, a 27-year-old congenital heart defect
(CHD) survivor from Bradenton, Fla., recently finished his 3,700-mile journey
from Santa Monica, Calif. to New York City, where he helped raise awareness of
CHD. Here, he poses with Westfield resident Darren Composto during a stop at
Jay’s Cycle on July 20 prior to the final leg of his journey.

National Night Out Event
On Tap at Meisel Park

SPRINGFIELD – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will host a National Night Out
event on Tuesday, August 3, from 6 to
8 p.m. in Meisel Park, located off
Meisel Avenue in Springfield.

The 27th Annual National Night
Out is a police-community partner-
ship aimed at preventing crime and
drug use. The Township of Spring-
field and the Borough of New Provi-
dence will also participate.

“National Night Out is a time for
people to learn about neighborhood
safety and to stand together against
crime and violence,” said Freeholder
Chairman Daniel Sullivan. “And it’s
a time to strengthen our relationships
with the law enforcement and public
safety officials who work to protect
and serve our communities.”

This year’s event will showcase
the Union County Police, the Union

County Office of Emergency Man-
agement and the Union County
Sheriff’s Office’s K-9 and ID units.
Emergency vehicles and equipment
from Springfield and New Providence
will also be featured.

Complimentary hotdogs and water
will be available, donated by Target,
for all attendees. There also will be
free inflatable rides, games and ac-
tivities.

After the National Night Out ac-
tivities, at 8:45 p.m., the animated
movie Shrek 2 will be screened as
part of Union County’s summertime
Family Flix program.

For more information about Na-
tional Night Out in Springfield or the
schedule for Family Flix, call the
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal at (908) 527-4900 or
visit the Union County website:
ucnj.org.

TRENTON – Citing the unprec-
edented economic and fiscal difficul-
ties faced by New Jersey, Governor
Chris Christie vetoed Senate Bills
2134 and 2139, as well as Assembly
Bill 1678.

S-2134 would appropriate $24.6
million in state funds to enable adults
who meet the federal poverty level to
continue to be enrolled in the NJ
FamilyCare program. S-2139 would
have appropriated $7,453,000 for
Women’s Health and Family Plan-
ning Services, while A-1678 would
have established a New Jersey
Homebuyer Tax Credit Program un-
der the New Jersey gross income tax
for home purchases. According to a
fiscal analysis of A-1678, the legisla-
tion would have reduced gross in-
come tax (GIT) revenues deposited
into the Property Tax Relief Fund
(PTRF) by $33.3 million in fiscal
years 2011, 2012, and 2013.

Governor Christie spokesman
Michael Drewniak said, “these bills
ignore current economic realities, as
evidenced by the $11-billion shortfall
in the fiscal year 2011 budget, and
would add millions of dollars in
unbudgeted additional state spending.”

In vetoing the bills, Governor
Christie noted that the state contin-
ues to confront “historic economic
and fiscal crises” and that these bills

would add $132 million in state spend-
ing that was not accounted for in the
budget nor envisioned as part of the
bipartisan agreement on a spending
plan. Governor Christie wrote in the
veto message to the Legislature that,
“state spending has been reset to lev-
els the taxpayers can afford, and
supplemental spending that would
return to the unchecked spending and
out-of-control budget shortfalls of the
past will not make it past the
governor’s desk.”

Even after closing a $2.2-billion
shortfall in the fiscal year 2010 bud-
get and an $11-billion budget deficit
in the fiscal year 2011 budget, the
Governor said New Jersey continues
to face long-standing structural diffi-
culties in its finances, which require
continued fiscal restraint and addi-
tional reforms.

“Governor Christie will continue
to demand fiscal responsibility and
accountability in government, and
advocate for the necessary reforms to
put New Jersey on a stable financial
foundation in the long run. Continu-
ing to make unsupportable expendi-
tures will only take New Jersey back-
wards and follow the same irrespon-
sible path of the past that led the state
to the fiscal crisis we have only re-
cently begun to overcome,” Mr.
Drewniak said.

Stender Rips Christie
On Family-Planning Veto

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood)
deemed Governor Chris Christie’s
decision to veto $7.5-million for
women’s healthcare an affront to
women, families and taxpayers
throughout New Jersey.

Mrs. Stender was one of the primary
sponsors of legislation (S-2139/A-
3019) to restore the money that re-
ceived final legislative approval on June
28, but was vetoed by the governor.

“This cruel and heartless veto is
the height of arrogance and irrespon-
sibility,” said Mrs. Stender, a vocal
opponent of Governor Christie’s plan
to cut family planning services. “Re-
storing these programs would have
saved lives and money, and kept New
Jerseyans – especially women – from

needlessly dying from diseases that
can be treated with proper screening,
but Gov. Christie clearly has another
agenda.”

The lawmaker noted more than
136,000 patients were served by fam-
ily planning in New Jersey last year,
helping to prevent 40,000 pregnan-
cies and 19,000 abortions, and saving
the state more than $150 million. The
legislation vetoed, she said, explic-
itly prevents the funding from being
used for abortions and would also
have required New Jersey to apply
for a 90-percent match in federal
dollars, a move that would save the
state an estimated $90 million over
the next five years.

Family planning services involve
contraception, routine gynecological
exams, screening for high blood pres-
sure, anemia and diabetes, breast and
cervical cancer screening and educa-
tion, screening and treatment for sexu-
ally transmitted infections, HIV test-
ing and counseling, pre-pregnancy
counseling and education, pregnancy
testing and confirmation, and prena-
tal care.

In addition, State Democratic
Chairman John Wisniewski said,
“Coward King Christie let down the
women of New Jersey to further ap-
peal to his national right-wing base
by vetoing the Women’s Health Fund-
ing restoration bill. This bill passed
with bi-partisan support in both
Houses.

“During the campaign, Christie
was shocked and outraged that his
commitment to women’s health was
being questioned, calling Democrats’
charges ‘deceitful.’ The only deceit-
ful thing about the issue was Chris
Christie using his wife and mother in
a campaign commercial to refute the
charges and con New Jersey voters
into thinking that he cared about
women’s health.

“Signing this veto on a late Friday,
summer afternoon may be designed
to lessen the media coverage of this
shameful act, but we will not forget
the immediate danger he has put
women’s health in around the state.
Working with my many legislative
colleagues who sponsored this bill,
we will do everything in our power to
override his veto,” he added.

Lance Calls for Spending Cuts
To Offset Unemployment Benefits

Bicyclist Helps Raise
Awareness of Heart Defects
By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While the 189
participants in this year’s Tour de
France battle their way through Eu-
rope for fame and the yellow jersey,
one cyclist back in America has been
making a very different journey.

Nels Matson, a 27-year-old con-
genital heart defect (CHD) survivor
from Bradenton, Fla., finished his
3,700-mile journey from Santa
Monica, Calif. to New York City on
Tuesday, kicking off the final leg
from Jay’s Cycles of Westfield.

After departing Westfield in the wee
hours of the morning along with four
local cyclists who opted to join him,
Mr. Matson rode into the city, where
he appeared on “The Today Show.”

Since his June 8 start date in Cali-
fornia, he has made stops in 39 towns,
where he rallied with local CHD suf-
ferers. Attendees signed his bike, and
some joined him for part of his ride.
His objective throughout was to raise
both funds and awareness for CHD, a
condition in which the heart does not
form properly.

“I want people to know that one in
100 kids are affected… every 15 min-
utes, a kid is born with a congenital
heart defect,” Mr. Matson said.

The severity of each case can vary,
and 10 percent of those who experi-
ence a congenital heart defect do not
live to see their first birthday.

Though Mr. Matson’s own heart
problems were resolved by surgery
when he was a toddler, allowing him
to live a very active life — in addition
to wrestling in college at the Iowa
State University, he has completed
both an Ironman 70.3 and a marathon
to raise money for CHD research —
he has made it his mission to “use
[his] athletic abilities and innovative
ideas to host events that will save and
improve the lives of children chal-
lenged with a CHD.”

So far, Mr. Matson told “Today
Show” correspondent Ann Curry his
ride has raised nearly $25,000 to con-
tribute to the Children’s Heart Foun-
dation. “But we’re not done yet,” he
added. “We definitely want to con-
tinue.”

Donations may be made via his
website, athletes4heart.com.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) issued the fol-
lowing statement after the House of
Representatives approved a $33.9-bil-
lion measure on July 22 to extend
unemployment benefits to the 2.5 mil-
lion out-of-work Americans by a vote
of 272 to 152, including his “no” vote:

“I support extending unemploy-
ment insurance for the millions of
Americans who are out of work.

However, the debate in Washington
isn’t whether to extend unemploy-
ment benefits – both Republicans and
Democrats agree this should be done
to help those in need. The debate is
whether the $34-billion cost should
be paid for with offsetting spending
cuts.

“For far too long, Washington’s
leaders have chosen a path of fiscal
irresponsibility, putting forth mea-
sures that have driven our debts and
deficits to unprecedented levels,” Mr.
Lance said.

“Out-of-control spending on
ObamaCare, bank bailouts and failed
stimulus plans is costing trillions of
dollars in borrowing. And today, we
have added another $34 billion on to
the backs of our grandchildren with-
out making the tough choices on how
to pay for it.

“It is time for Congress to begin to
show some fiscal constraint and be-
gin to reduce spending and refocus
on lowering unemployment, creating
jobs and jump-starting our ailing
economy,” the congressman stated.

Kean Supports Vetoes
By Governor Christie
TRENTON — Senate Republican

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) released the following
statement on Governor Chris
Christie’s budget vetoes.

“Many Republican members con-
sider these priorities worthy of sup-
port. However, to fund them now
would knock our budget out of bal-
ance. Having thoroughly analyzed
Governor Christie’s full message and
having discussed the state of our fi-
nances with members of the Repub-
lican caucus, there is strong support
for maintaining a balanced budget.

“Should Senate President
(Stephen) Sweeney determine the
need to call another vote on these
measures, there will not be enough
support to spend money we do not
have. It is now time to move forward
with substantive committee hearings
and a timely up-or-down vote on the
property-tax-relief tool kit.”

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

AUGUST 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9 pm                                   
Fri and Sat 9:30 am - 5 pm  Closed Sundays for the Summer 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS (Westfield cardholders only) 

8/4  7:00 pm Jazz pianist Steve Teti 

8/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Gregory Peck (video) 

8/9  2 & 6:30 pm 
Foreign Film Festival:   
“White Ribbon” (German, Rated R) 

8/11  7:00 pm 
Next Stage Ensemble presents  
“The Rover” by Aphra Behn 

8/13  1:30 pm 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week: 
“Three Coins in a Fountain” 

8/23 2 & 6:30 pm 
Foreign Film Festival:   
“Departures” (Japanese, PG 13) 

8/3 & 8/10 10:00 am Preschool Storytime ( 3-7 yrs) 

8/3 & 8/10  7:00 pm Young Critics’ Club-for middle schoolers 

8/4 & 8/11 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime ( 2½-3½ yrs) 

8/5  3:00 pm Make a Splash Story & Craft ( 3-7 yrs)

8/6 & 8/13 10:00 am Baby & Toddler Group (birth to 3 yrs) 

8/6, 13, 20, 27  3:00 pm Memorial Pool Storytime & Swim (all 
ages)  Call to register 908.789.4090 x3 

8/16  6:00 pm Teen Book & Movie: “The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-time Indian” and “Smoke 
Signals.” Call to register. Pizza! 

8/24 & 8/31  2:30 pm T-shirt Design (all ages) Bring your own 
cotton t-shirt, white or light colored. 

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

N.J. Scores ‘F’ On
Worker Freedom Report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Al-
liance for Worker Freedom (AWF)
has announced the release of its sec-
ond biannual report, the Index of
Worker Freedom, a state-by-state
comparative study that measures
worker freedom through an analysis
of policy implications as well as quan-
titative state data.

This year’s Index found that work-
ers and employers are fleeing states
with low levels of worker freedom --
generally heavily unionized states --
in favor of states with high levels of
worker freedom.

“Residents of New Jersey should
look carefully at the Index’s findings.
The positive correlation found in this
year’s Index between state popula-
tion growth and worker freedom is
proof that Americans are rejecting
union’s inhibiting policies; people
are being drawn to states that foster
choice and entrepreneurship,” said
Christopher Prandoni, AWF execu-
tive director.

With the grades ranging from “F,”
a zero on the Index scale, to a pos-
sible high of “A,” a score of 15; New
Jersey scored 1 out of 15, earning the
state a “F” on the report.

AWF is a project of Americans for
Tax Reform and is “dedicated to com-
bating anti-worker legislation and
promoting free and open markets.”

Chris Rhodes Makes
Michigan Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Christopher Rhodes

was named to the dean’s list for the
College of Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Michigan for the spring semester.

He also received University Hon-
ors. Chris, the son of Mark and Kim-
berly Rhodes of Westfield, is a rising
sophomore majoring in aerospace
engineering; he is a 2009 graduate of
Westfield High School. Chris also
participates in Air Force ROTC at
Michigan and is working on his pri-
vate pilot’s license.

FoodBank Offers
Health Screenings

HILLSIDE — The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey is offering
free health screenings and activities
for children, with its annual Family
Health Fair today, Thursday, July 29,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will
be held at the FoodBank, located at
31 Evans Terminal Road in Hillside.
The rain date is Thursday, August 5.


