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that’s the parcel that is closest and really
ready to go,” Mr. Checchio said. “The
corner will be developed first. It’s the
corner-stone to the redevelopment, it’s
the gateway to the community, and it’s
really going to be a crown jewel.”

After reviewing the Elite Proper-
ties’ materials, Mayor Colleen Mahr
commented, “I think [Elite Proper-
ties] definitely captured the essence
of what we would want to do here.”

In clarifying her vision for the rede-
velopment, Mayor Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times: “If you sort of
picture downtown Westfield, a block in
Westfield, you don’t have any break-
ages along that block: they’re all retail
stores. You want to maximize your re-
tail opportunities and also your ratables,
and so by doing this, it gives [Fanwood]
more development potential.”
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CRANFORD – The township coun-
cil last week officially adopted the
2010 municipal budget of $32.3 mil-
lion, representing an increase of $1.1
million, with taxes jumping $154,528
to $21.3 million.

“This budget,” commented Cranford
Mayor Mark Smith, “was one of the
most difficult budgets to formulate in
over 25 years due to a $745,000 loss in
state aid and other declining revenues.”

Mayor Smith noted that out of the
average property in Cranford, assessed
at $181,000, the township collects
$2,495, the board of education re-
ceives $5,013 and the county collects
$1,767, for a total tax bill of $9,300.

He said residents would see an aver-
age municipal tax increase of $197,
which includes $168 for sewer charges
that will now be billed separately from
tax bills. The mayor noted that the cut
in state aid alone equals an $81 in-
crease in the average municipal tax
bill.

“Without that cut in aid, the esti-
mated municipal tax increase is around
$110, which is the same as the 2009
increase,” Mayor Smith said.

Officials also noted that the town-
ship had budgetary problems because
of increases in pension contributions,
as well as an increase in salaries due to
collective bargaining agreements.

Officials also observed that to com-
bat these increases, the township had
to resort to layoffs and a seven-day
unpaid furlough for certain township
employees. Specific details of these
measures were discussed during a
closed-session meeting held Monday
evening. However, Township Admin-
istrator Marlena Schmid did comment
that information regarding negotia-
tions would be available soon.

Mayor Smith noted that Department
of Public Works employees and town-
ship management did not receive a
raise this year.

In other business, the council
adopted, on second reading, an ordi-
nance that removes sewer charges for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity from being included in property
taxes. Officials said residents would
now be billed separately for these ser-
vices based on the assessed valuation
of their homes. Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jeff Theriault said the change

Cranford Adopts $32.3-Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $154,528

brings Cranford’s tax levy to 3.4 per-
cent over 2009.

The mayor said, “the same sewer
fee has been charged for many years
as part of the property tax bill.” He
further noted that, “It will be collected
separately to allow the township to
remain under the 4-percent levy cap
imposed by the state.”

In a separate matter, Commissioner
Mark Dugan reported that Library Di-
rector John Malar addressed the coun-
cil at the council’s agenda meeting on
Monday evening regarding a proposal
by the Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) for installation of
solar panels at the Cranford Library.

In his report, Mr. Malar said UCIA
representatives had been at the library
to assess whether the building would
be a good candidate for the solar
project, and that, according to the
UCIA, Cranford met all the specifica-
tions. He also stated that the notifica-
tion had just come within the last week
and that the due date for pursuing the
project was the end of this month.

Council members all agreed that
they liked the idea of pursuing the
project but felt the close deadline was
too short to make a proper decision.
Mayor Smith said, “the township is
very interested in getting into a solar
project,” but that officials would not
be acting with “due diligence” if they
rushed into the project.

“We have many unanswered ques-
tions; for example, what will the esti-
mated cost to the town be for this
project?” Mayor Smith asked. “We
would like to ask for an extension
because of the compressed nature of
timing.”

The township council formally rec-
ognized the 27 years of service given
by retiring Finance Director Thomas
Grady. Also, Mayor Smith said there
was a formal dedication on June 30 of
the new Patrolman Robert F. Hand
Street that runs in front of the munici-
pal building. The officer lost his life in
the line of duty in 1975.

The next regular Cranford council
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Au-
gust 17, at 8 p.m.

On education, the candidate said
Congress must be mindful that “states
are hemorrhaging…and that our most
vulnerable population, our
children…are at risk of being put at a
disadvantage through a weakening
of our education system.”

He said the federal stimulus pro-
vided $100 billion in funding for
schools. “Every school in this Sev-
enth District received funding,” he
said. “What that meant was we were
able to delay a little bit of the pinch
for layoffs…so that students weren’t
negatively impacted.”

“We have to do everything we can
to provide our students with the high-
est quality education and make sure
they are given all the tools they need
so they can compete and lead our
global economy. Anything less than
that is not acceptable, in my opin-
ion,” Mr. Potosnak said.

On the loss of American jobs over-
seas to low-cost labor, the candidate
said the United States should reward
companies for “keeping and creating
jobs here and not shipping them over-
seas.” Thus, he supports ending tax
breaks for employers that shift jobs
overseas.

“My opponent allowed companies
to continue to receive those tax
breaks,” Mr. Potosnak said.

When asked about the fate of off-
shore drilling on the heels of the BP
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, Mr.
Potosnak said the federal government
failed “to provide oversight and regu-
lation to protect our environment,
our consumers and our economy.”
He favors increasing the federal
government’s role to oversee safety
precautions on offshore oil rigs to
ensure that oil companies are “taking
all of the necessary precautions to
conduct the work that they are doing
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Ed Potosnak for Congress
safely for the workers that are there
and for our environment.”

Mr. Potosnak said he does not sup-
port off-shore drilling, noting America
must move away from fossil fuels.
“We are taking our ingenuity to deeper
waters, but we are not using ingenuity
to find alternatives, and what I think
we need to be focused on is alterna-
tives,” he said. “Instead of dreaming
up new oil rigs, let’s dream up new
energy sources.” He also supports end-
ing “billions of dollars” in tax breaks
and subsidies for oil and coal indus-
tries and, instead, looking into invest-
ment and development of alternative
energy sources.

“We need a clean energy source that
is readily available, that’s cheap, keeps
costs for consumers reasonable and
that’s clean,” Mr. Potosnak said.

Mr. Potosnak also said he does not
support the “cap and trade” climate
change legislation, saying the “bur-
den (and) the costs that is transmitted
to our families living in the (Seventh)
District is just way too high.”

“I will not support legislation that
drives up the cost of energy to an
unsustainable level,” he said. “I sup-
port a system whereby polluters pay,
not consumers.” The candidate said
he supports finding alternative en-
ergy sources “to lower our green-
house gas emissions.”

Breaking down the fall campaign,
Mr. Potosnak said, “the voters in the
Seventh Congressional District are
going to have a choice in November
between politics as usual and some-
one with real-world experience who
is going to fight to represent them
and make sure America gets its edge
back.”

“I am running for Congress to get
a job done; I am not running for a
job,” Mr. Potosnak concluded.

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAILGATE...Westfield High School football fans gather for the alumni tailgate
party last Saturday afternoon in Westfield prior to the football game rivalry with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Westfield won the rain-soaked game, 35-12.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THEY’RE OFF...Twenty-six-hundredrunners take off for the 5K Run in down-
town Westfield last Wednesday. Several thousand spectators joined in the fun.

Probe Continues Into Attack,
Murder of Summit Man

SUMMIT — The Union County
Prosecutor’s office and the Summit
Police Department are continuing their
investigation into the July 17 murder of
a 47-year-old Summit man on a park
bench, allegedly by three teenagers.

Charges were upgraded Monday
against Khayri Williams-Clark, 18, of
Summit, Nigel Dumas, 19, of
Morristown and a 17-year-old of Sum-
mit, from manslaughter to murder.

The 17-year-old is being held in
the county juvenile detention center
in Linden. Authorities have not re-
leased his name. Dumas is being
held at the Union County jail in
Elizabeth on bail of $250,000, ac-
cording to authorities. Williams-
Clark, who was being held on
$100,000 bail, has been released af-
ter making bail, authorities said.

The victim, Abelino Mazariego, was
on a bench in the promenade off of
Springfield Avenue  around 9:30 p.m.
when he was approached by a group
of teenagers, according to County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Authorities said two teens facili-
tated the attack, causing serious in-
jury to Mr. Mazariego, who later died
of his injuries at Overlook Hospital,
having never regained consciousness.
Mr. Romankow said the attack ap-
pears to be unprovoked.

Police were called to the scene
soon after the attack, where they found
the victim suffering from severe head
trauma. The county’s medical exam-
iner ruled that Mr. Mazariego died on
July 20 as a result of brain injuries
sustained in the attack.

The Summit Police Department and
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office’s
Homicide Task Force immediately
launched an investigation. Authorities
said the attack was recorded by a teen-
ager who was present during the as-
sault, but who has not been charged. It
is believed that the video was circu-
lated among teenagers in Summit.

On top of the arrest of the teens
charged in the attack, police on Mon-
day arrested Stephan Randolph, 39,

of Flemington, a registered nurse at
Overlook Hospital, on one count of
third-degree theft after he allegedly
stole several hundred dollars from
Mr. Mazariego while the man was in
the hospital’s emergency room.

Authorities said the attack coin-
cided with Mr. Mazariego’s regular
payday, and family members in-
formed police that $640 was missing
from his wallet. A police investiga-
tion led them to Randolph.

The case remains an active investi-
gation as members of the Union
County Homicide Task Force and the
Summit Police Department continue
to gather and examine evidence and
take additional witness statements.

Anyone with information regard-
ing the attack is urged to call Homi-
cide Task Force Detective Patrick
Bradley at (908) 527-4152 or Sum-
mit Police Department Sergeant
Michael Rabasca at (908) 277-9389.

ballfields on Black Birch Road and
Dutch Lane. The board had sched-
uled a meeting for June 12 and then
again for June 26, but was unable to
gather a quorum of members able to
attend, thus forcing cancellations on
both of those dates.

The board is also expected to con-
sider an application in the fall to
convert the former Mezzogiorno res-
taurant on Park Avenue, which closed
earlier this year, into a pub/restaurant
and to also construct second and third
floors that will contain eight apart-
ment units.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Boards

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com


