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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.
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Redevelopment of South, Martine
Focuses on Ex-Lounge Property

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, serving in its role as the Fanwood
Redevelopment Agency, heard from
Diane Dabulas, Cranford-based attor-
ney and the Redevelopment Agency’s
executive director, and Stan Slachetka,
a planner with T&M Associates serv-
ing as the borough’s redevelopment
planner, on the borough’s business
district redevelopment efforts.

The redevelopment plan includes a
complete overhaul of the existing
municipal parking lot located between
LaGrande and South Avenues. Cur-
rently, the lot has two entrances on
LaGrande, and a one-way exit onto
South Avenue. After redevelopment,

the existing exit on South Avenue
will be turned into a pedestrian walk-
way or promenade, and the parking
lot will have only one two-way en-
trance on LaGrande, but will connect
with a parking lot that exits onto
Second Street. Ultimately, the mu-
nicipal lot will have two exit/en-
trances, one on LaGrande and one on
Second Street.

Additionally, the redevelopment
plan calls for the construction of
single-family townhouses along
LaGrande Avenue, as well as new
mixed-use properties along South
Avenue, stretching from the corner
of South and Martine Avenues, where
the building that once housed The
Internet Lounge still stands, to the

site of recently demolished buildings
across from the train station. These
properties are planned to have com-
mercial space on the first floor with
townhouses up top. The pedestrian
walkway will form a partition be-
tween the two new buildings.

“There are several changes that are
being made to the redevelopment
plan,” Mr. Slachetka explained.
“We’re increasing the overall resi-
dential development potential of the
full-redevelopment plan area by 16
units, up to a total of 122 units.” In
addition, the height of the building on
the corner of South and Martine Av-
enues has been increased to four sto-
ries and 48 feet, “to provide for a
more iconic type of building or struc-
ture to be located at that prominent
corner, and also approximate to the
train station,” Mr. Slatchetka added.

David Checchio, a Scotch Plains
native and in-house counsel of Elite
Properties of Warren, the company
that will have ownership of the rede-
veloped properties, emphasized that
Elite is “not just here for financial
reasons, we have a vested interest in
this community; we were raised
here…It’s really exciting for us to be
able to participate in the shaping and
redevelopment of a community in
which we grew up.”

Elite Properties purchased the site
of the now-demolished Sovereign
Bank in November 2009, and is now
under contract to purchase the corner
property, previously the home of The
Internet Lounge, from Net Property
Group, LLC of North Plainfield.

“As we acquire [the corner site],

Potosnak Wants to Stimulate
Research and Development

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Ed Potosnak, a
former high school teacher and Con-
gressional aide, formally kicked off
his campaign for the Seventh Con-
gressional District seat currently held
by freshman Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th).

During an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times offices on
Friday, the candidate admitted he has
an uphill battle in campaign contri-
butions against Mr. Lance. But he
noted that he has three times more
individual contributions than his op-
ponent in the last quarter ending June
30. By comparison, he said, 60 per-
cent of Mr. Lance’s contributions are
from “special interests” such as banks
and Wall Street.

According to the Federal Election
Commission website, Mr. Lance had
raised $997,130 through June 30, but
spent $668,443 in the Republican
Primary against three opponents. He
currently has $358,877 in cash on
hand, to Mr. Potosnak’s $72,485. Mr.
Potosnak raised a total of $146,794.

Talking about the high unemploy-
ment rate, he said the Obama Admin-
istration has missed an opportunity
in developing initiatives to get Ameri-
cans back to work, such as small
business loans. In addition, he said,
the government needs to help pro-
vide skills for the unemployed in
“emerging industries.”

Mr. Potosnak said that if elected,
he would push to “stimulate” research
and development by “maintaining
strong schools” and ensuring students
have access to college after gradua-
tion.

On the issue of health care, the
candidate said employees “should not
have to choose between getting more
money in their paycheck and their
health insurance.” He said the prob-
lem is that health insurance premi-
ums have been “outpacing” the rate
of inflation.

“Something has to be done to put
those increases in check,” he said.
While supportive of the Affordability
Health Care Act (AHCA), the candi-
date said he is “extremely disap-
pointed” that health care providers
“are gouging in advance of the imple-
mentation of some of these reforms”
by passing down “double-digit in-
creases in insurance premiums” to
companies.

“I don’t know to what extent it can
be avoided, but I think certainly that
we need to hold them accountable for
that practice,” Mr. Potosnak said.

“Health care is a huge program,
and we have now taken steps to pass
a piece of legislation to reform health
care. I want to be in Congress to make
it better, make it stronger, to put in
protections for our small businesses
and medium and large businesses, to
make sure that everything that we are
doing is being done to let us get out of
their way and let them be successful,”
Mr. Potosnak said.

The candidate said one change that
could help small businesses down the
road is an exchange program that will
allow companies to form larger part-
nerships in order to purchase lower-
cost health-care plans for their em-
ployees. Mr. Potosnak said Mr. Lance
has vowed to repeal the bill.

“I think about it a lot different. I
think there are opportunities for us to
build upon positive provisions of [the
health care law],” he said, noting that,
“there is no question that the rising
cost of health care has been an ex-
treme burden on our economy.”
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Courtesy of Sal Trifiro
H2O...Sal Trifiro, chairman of the Scotch Plains Environmental Commission,  above, and Michele Bakacs of the Rutgers
Water Resource Program (not pictured) last week instructed kids at the Scotch Plains Day Camp about rain barrel
construction and water conservation. The children also learned about tree appreciation with an exercise class imitating the
life and growth of a tree.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASSICAL SOUNDS...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra performs for
township residents last Thursday evening at the Alan Augustine Village Green
in Scotch Plains.

County North Ave. Construction
To Be Completed by September

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The County of
Union this week is completing the
demolition of its former Veneri office
building on North Avenue opposite
the Westfield Diner. This building
will be replaced by a surface parking
lot in front of a newly opened office

building and vehicle storage facility.
The parking facility will include both
garages for emergency vehicles as
well as rooftop parking for trailers
for the adjacent public safety build-
ing.

According to Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of engineering, public works
and facilities for the county, the $11.5-
million construction project will be
completed by September. He antici-
pates that the additional 140 on-site
parking spaces, an increase of 50
over what was previously included,
would alleviate parking on side
streets, which has been the case dur-
ing construction. One hundred and
thirty of those spaces will be surface
parking.

The new, three-story office building
is the new home for the county clerk’s
annex, which includes Passport ser-
vices, and the offices of the Consumer
Affairs division, County Superinten-
dent of Schools, Weights and Mea-
sures, Rape Crisis and Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension, including the Mas-
ter Gardeners program.

Mr. Graziano said the total cost
breaks down to $2.5 million for the
vehicle storage facility, $8.1 million
for the new office building, of which
$900,000 is for demolition of the
former garages and old office build-
ing, and $950,000 for environmental
remediation costs for the site prior to
the beginning of construction.

“The debt portion of the project
has been funded by issuing notes at
this point and they total $10,669,000.
We will, ultimately, permanently fi-
nance the project with bonds, prob-

ably next year or the year after. The
maturity will probably be over 15 to
20 years,” county Finance Director
Larry Caroselli told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in an e-mail.

Mr. Graziano said the building is

designed to meet energy-efficient re-
quirements per Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED)
green building certification.

“Components of this type of certi-
fication are geothermal heat and AC,
solar panels, energy-efficient light-
ing and controls, energy-efficient
glass and building skin, energy-effi-
cient HVAC and controls, use reflec-
tive materials for roofing and paving
(concrete), etc.,” Mr. Graziano said
in an e-mail. “The county will realize
immediate savings on the energy con-
sumption.”

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRESS ISSUES...Ed Potosnak, right, Democratic candidate for the Seventh
Congressional District, discusses his views with editor Paul Peyton during an
interview at The Times office on Friday.

SP Boards Have Full Agenda
Upon Reconvening in Fall

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s two land use boards have
adjourned for the summer, and will
resume hearings in September on
multiple matters that have raised
strong concerns from residents.

The zoning board of adjustment
hopes to complete its work later next
month on an application by T-Mobile
and Verizon Wireless to install a cel-
lular antenna tower in Hillside Cem-
etery. The proposal calls for a 125-
foot structure that would house nine
T-Mobile antennas and 12 Verizon
antennas on a monopole to be situ-
ated at the end of Frank Street off
Raritan Road, at the southern end of
the 129-acre cemetery.

At its latest hearing on July 19, the
board heard testimony from and then
questioned the applicants’ planner
until late in the evening. The board
has promised residents from Scotch
Plains and neighboring Edison and
Plainfield an opportunity to publicly
voice their concerns and opinions
about the proposed tower, and it is
expected they will be able to speak at
a special meeting on Wednesday,
September 29, after which the board
will vote on the application six
months after the hearings began.

The zoning board also will con-
tinue its hearing in September on a
new application to erect a cellular
antenna tower at the Willow Grove

Swim Club on Roosevelt Avenue. T-
Mobile is seeking permission to build
a 117-foot monopole at that site.

The board’s initial hearing earlier
this month consisted of testimony
from a radio frequency expert who
told the board that any radio fre-
quency emissions from the tower
would fall within federal safety guide-
lines “by an extremely healthy mar-
gin.” The next hearing on the applica-
tion, which Board Chairman Ken
Anderson has said could stretch out
for several months, will be on Wednes-
day, September 15. Three years ago,
a similar application was made to the
zoning board, but T-Mobile eventu-
ally was forced to withdraw it in late
2007 after the board turned down
repeated requests for extensions of
that hearing.

Meanwhile, the township planning
board will resume its hearing on
Monday, September 13, on an appli-
cation by Union Catholic High School
to install lights and a new scoreboard
at its ballfields, a proposal that has
drawn the ire of neighborhood resi-
dents.

The board opened the hearing in
June, but delayed the presentation of
formal testimony in order to give
opponents of the application addi-
tional time to prepare a case. Attor-
neys Marc Rogoff and Joseph Murray
are representing homeowners living
adjacent to the Union Catholic
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Artist Rendition for Development Proposed at South and Martine Avenues in Fanwood


