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David Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAILGATE...Westfield High School football fans gather for the alumni tailgate
party last Saturday afternoon in Westfield prior to the football game rivalry with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Westfield won the rain-soaked game, 35-12.
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DAD’S DAIRY…Al Danker, Westfield High School Class of 1938, looks for
bottles from his father’s dairy of the early 1900s from a collection at The Westfield
Leader last week. Mr. Danker also hopes to visit his classmate, Everson Pearsall,
who turned 90 on June 18. Mr. Danker now resides in New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
Pictured also is his daughter, Karen Butt, WHS ’68. She resides with her husband,
Rex, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

schedule pick-up of appliances in-
cluding air conditioners, washing
machines, dryers, hot water heaters,
stoves, ovens and refrigerators with
the DPW at the rate of one item per
residence per year.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 24, at the
municipal building.
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Probe Continues Into Attack,
Murder of Summit Man
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SUMMIT — The Union County
Prosecutor’s office and the Summit Police
Department are continuing their investi-
gation into the July 17 murder of a 47-
year-old Summit man on a park bench
allegedly by three teenagers.

Charges were upgraded Monday against
Khayri Williams-Clark, 18, of Summit,
Nigel Dumas, 19, of Morristown and a 17-
year-old of Summit, from manslaughter to
murder.

The 17-year-old is being held in the
county juvenile detention center in Linden.
Authorities have not released his name.
Dumas is being held at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth on bail of $250,000, ac-
cording to authorities. Williams-Clark, who
was being held on $100,000 bail, has been
released after making bail, authorities said.

The victim, Abelino Mazariego, was on
a bench in the promenade off of Spring-
field Avenue around 9:30 p.m. when he
was approached by a group of teenagers,
according to County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Authorities said two teens facilitated
the attack, causing serious injury to Mr.
Mazariego, who later died of his injuries at
Overlook Hospital, having never regained
consciousness. Mr. Romankow said the
attack appears to be unprovoked.

Police were called to the scene soon
after the attack, where they found the
victim suffering from severe head trauma.
The county’s medical examiner ruled that
Mr. Mazariego died on July 20 as a result
of brain injuries sustained in the attack.

The Summit Police Department and the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office’s Ho-
micide Task Force immediately launched
an investigation. Authorities said the attack
was recorded by a teenager who was present
during the assault, but who has not been

charged. It is believed that the video was
circulated among teenagers in Summit.

On top of the arrest of the teens charged
in the attack, police on Monday arrested
Stephan Randolph, 39, of Flemington, a
registered nurse at Overlook Hospital, on
one count of third-degree theft after he
allegedly stole several hundred dollars
from Mr. Mazariego while the man was in
the hospital’s emergency room.

Authorities said the attack coincided
with Mr. Mazariego’s regular payday,
and family members informed police that
$640 was missing from his wallet. A
police investigation led them to Randolph.

The case remains an active investiga-
tion, as members of the Union County
Homicide Task Force and the Summit
Police Department continue to gather and
examine evidence and take additional
witness statements.

Anyone with information regarding
the attack is urged to call Homicide Task
Force Detective Patrick Bradley at (908)
527-4152 or Summit Police Department
Sergeant Michael Rabasca at (908) 277-
9389.

Cranford Adopts $32.3-Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $154,528

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township council
last week officially adopted the 2010
municipal budget of $32.3 million, repre-
senting an increase of $1.1 million, with
taxes jumping $154,528 to $21.3 million.

“This budget,” commented Cranford
Mayor Mark Smith, “was one of the most
difficult budgets to formulate in over 25
years due to a $745,000 loss in state aid
and other declining revenues.”

Mayor Smith noted that out of the
average property in Cranford, assessed at
$181,000, the township collects $2,495,
the board of education receives $5,013
and the county collects $1,767, for a total
tax bill of $9,300.

He said residents would see an average
municipal tax increase of $197, which
includes $168 for sewer charges that will
now be billed separately from tax bills.
The mayor noted that the cut in state aid
alone equals an $81 increase in the aver-
age municipal tax bill.

“Without that cut in aid, the estimated
municipal tax increase is around $110,
which is the same as the 2009 increase,”
Mayor Smith said.

Officials also noted that the township
had budgetary problems because of in-
creases in pension contributions, as well
as an increase in salaries due to collective
bargaining agreements.

Officials also observed that to combat
these increases, the township had to re-
sort to layoffs and a seven-day unpaid
furlough for certain township employ-
ees. Specific details of these measures

were discussed during a closed-session
meeting held Monday evening. However,
Township Administrator Marlena Schmid
did comment that information regarding
negotiations would be available soon.

Mayor Smith noted that Department of
Public Works employees and township
management did not receive a raise this
year.

In other business, the council adopted,
on second reading, an ordinance that re-
moves sewer charges for the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority from being
included in property taxes. Officials said
residents would now be billed separately
for these services based on the assessed
valuation of their homes. Chief Financial
Officer Jeff Theriault said the change
brings Cranford’s tax levy to 3.4 percent
over 2009.

The mayor said, “the same sewer fee
has been charged for many years as part
of the property tax bill.” He further noted
that, “It will be collected separately to
allow the township to remain under the 4-
percent levy cap imposed by the state.”

In a separate matter, Commissioner
Mark Dugan reported that Library Direc-
tor John Malar addressed the council at
the council’s agenda meeting on Monday
evening regarding a proposal by the Union
County Improvement Authority (UCIA)
for installation of solar panels at the
Cranford Library.

In his report, Mr. Malar said UCIA
representatives had been at the library to
assess whether the building would be a
good candidate for the solar project, and
that, according to the UCIA, Cranford
met all the specifications. He also stated
that the notification had just come within
the last week and that the due date for
pursuing the project was the end of this
month.

Council members all agreed that they
liked the idea of pursuing the project
but felt the close deadline was too
short to make a proper decision. Mayor
Smith said, “the township is very in-
terested in getting into a solar project,”
but that officials would not be acting
with “due diligence” if they rushed
into the project.

“We have many unanswered questions;
for example, what will the estimated cost
to the town be for this project?” Mayor
Smith asked. “We would like to ask for an
extension because of the compressed na-
ture of timing.”

The township council formally rec-
ognized the 27 years of service given
by retiring Finance Director Thomas
Grady. Also, Mayor Smith said there
was a formal dedication on June 30 of
the new Patrolman Robert F. Hand
Street that runs in front of the munici-
pal building. The officer lost his life in
the line of duty in 1975.

The next regular Cranford council
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Au-
gust 17, at 8 p.m.

vulnerable population, our
children…are at risk of being put at a
disadvantage through a weakening
of our education system.”

He said the federal stimulus pro-
vided $100 billion in funding for
schools. “Every school in this Sev-
enth District received funding,” he
said. “What that meant was we were
able to delay a little bit of the pinch
for layoffs…so that students weren’t
negatively impacted.”

“We have to do everything we can
to provide our students with the high-
est quality education and make sure
they are given all the tools they need
so they can compete and lead our
global economy. Anything less than
that is not acceptable, in my opin-
ion,” Mr. Potosnak said.

On the loss of American jobs over-
seas to low-cost labor, the candidate
said the United States should reward
companies for “keeping and creating
jobs here and not shipping them over-
seas.” Thus, he supports ending tax
breaks for employers who shift jobs
overseas.

“My opponent allowed companies
to continue to receive those tax
breaks,” Mr. Potosnak said.

When asked about the fate of off-
shore drilling on the heels of the BP
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, Mr.
Potosnak said the federal government
failed “to provide oversight and regu-
lation to protect our environment,
our consumers and our economy.”
He favors increasing the federal
government’s role to oversee safety
precautions on offshore oil rigs to
ensure that oil companies are “taking
all of the necessary precautions to
conduct the work that they are doing
safely for the workers that are there
and for our environment.”

Mr. Potosnak said he does not sup-
port offshore drilling, noting America
must move away from fossil fuels.
“We are taking our ingenuity to deeper
waters but we are not using ingenuity
to find alternatives, and what I think
we need to be focused on is alterna-
tives,” he said. “Instead of dreaming
up new oil rigs, let’s dream up new
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Ed Potosnak for Congress
energy sources.” He also supports
ending “billions of dollars” in tax
breaks and subsidies for oil and coal
industries and, instead, looking into
investment and development of alter-
native energy sources.

“We need a clean energy source
that is readily available, that’s cheap,
keeps costs for consumers reason-
able and that’s clean,” Mr. Potosnak
said.

Mr. Potosnak also said he does not
support the “cap and trade” climate
change legislation, saying the “bur-
den (and) the costs that is transmitted
to our families living in the (Seventh)
District is just way too high.”

“I will not support legislation that
drives up the cost of energy to an
unsustainable level,” he said. “I sup-
port a system whereby polluters pay,
not consumers.” The candidate said
he supports finding alternative en-
ergy sources “to lower our green-
house gas emissions.”

Breaking down the fall campaign,
Mr. Potosnak said, “the voters in the
Seventh Congressional District are
going to have a choice in November
between politics as usual and some-
one with real-world experience who
is going to fight to represent them and
make sure America gets its edge
back.”

“I am running for Congress to get
a job done; I am not running for a
job,” Mr. Potosnak said.

History All Bottled Up from 2007
WESTFIELD — Barry Batzel has

been collecting old bottles ever since
he was a teenager growing up in rural
Pennsylvania. Now (2007) a field
construction supervisor for the Town
of Westfield, Mr. Batzel has had the
good fortune of being at the right
place at the right time to unearth
some fascinating pieces of local his-
tory.

One-quart milk bottles bear the
imprints of “Maple Farm Dairy,
Westfield, New Jersey.” He also has

bottles from two other now defunct
local dairies, Aug. Danker and
Lawrence Powers of Westfield, New
Jersey. One of Mr. Batzel’s favorite
milk bottles has a special lip de-
signed to catch the cream that would
rise to the top. The word “whip” is
written in curly script and can be seen
on the neck of the bottle, the origin of
which is unknown.

The complete bottle article can be
read at goleader.com, This Is Westfield
2007.

BOE President Mary-Beth
Schaumberg said to close Tuesday’s
meeting, “We had very high-quality
candidates seeking this position. I
thank them all for their interest in
serving the community and hope they
continue to show that interest in the
future.”

Mrs. Hess will be formally sworn
in at a regular BOE meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 31. She will
then begin her eight-month term, con-
cluding in April 2011.
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