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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Potosnak Wants to Stimulate
Research and Development

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Ed Potosnak, a
former high school teacher and Con-
gressional aide, formally kicked off
his campaign for the Seventh Con-
gressional District seat, currently held
by freshman Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th).

During an interview at The Westfield
Leader offices on Friday, the Demo-
cratic candidate admitted he has an
uphill battle in campaign contribu-
tions against Mr. Lance. But he noted
that he has three times more indi-
vidual contributions than his oppo-
nent in the last quarter ending June
30. By comparison, he said, 60 per-
cent of Mr. Lance’s contributions are
from “special interests” such as banks
and Wall Street.

According to the Federal Election
Commission website, Mr. Lance had
raised $997,130 through June 30, but
spent $668,443 in the Republican
Primary against three opponents. He
currently has $358,877 in cash on
hand, to Mr. Potosnak’s $72,485. Mr.
Potosnak raised a total of $146,794.

Talking about the high unemploy-
ment rate, he said the Obama Admin-
istration has missed an opportunity
in developing initiatives to get Ameri-
cans back to work, such as small-
business loans. In addition, he said,
the government needs to help pro-
vide skills for the unemployed in
“emerging industries.”

Mr. Potosnak said that if elected,
he would push to “stimulate” research
and development by “maintaining
strong schools” and ensuring students
have access to college after gradua-
tion.

On the issue of healthcare, the can-
didate said employees “should not
have to choose between getting more
money in their paycheck and their
health insurance.” He said the prob-

lem is that health insurance premi-
ums have been “outpacing” the rate
of inflation.

“Something has to be done to put
those increases in check,” he said.
While supportive of the Affordability
Health Care Act (AHCA), the candi-
date said he is “extremely disap-
pointed” that healthcare providers
“are gouging in advance of the imple-
mentation of some of these reforms”
by passing down “double-digit in-
creases in insurance premiums” to
companies.

“I don’t know to what extent it can
be avoided, but I think certainly that
we need to hold them accountable for
that practice,” Mr. Potosnak said.

“Healthcare is a huge program, and
we have now taken steps to pass a
piece of legislation to reform
healthcare. I want to be in Congress
to make it better, make it stronger, to
put in protections for our small busi-
nesses and medium and large busi-
nesses, to make sure that everything
that we are doing is being done to let
us get out of their way and let them be
successful,” Mr. Potosnak said.

The candidate said one change that
could help small businesses down the
road is an exchange program that will
allow companies to form larger part-
nerships in order to purchase lower-
cost healthcare plans for their em-
ployees. Mr. Potosnak said Mr. Lance
has vowed to repeal the bill.

“I think about it a lot different. I
think there are opportunities for us
to build upon positive provisions of
[the healthcare law],” he said, not-
ing that, “there is no question that
the rising cost of healthcare has
been an extreme burden on our
economy.”

On education, the candidate said
Congress must be mindful that “states
are hemorrhaging…and that our most
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Courtesy of Traci Kastner
BEATING THE HEAT…Kids in the Westfield Recreation Department’s Sum-
mer Playground Program beat the heat at the Tamaques playground with a self-
made human bowling slip and slide.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
GROOVING ON THE GREEN...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra per-
formed for township residents last Thursday evening at the Alan Augustine
Village Green in Scotch Plains. See more on page 16.

County’s North Ave. Construction
To Be Completed by September

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The County of
Union, this week, is completing the
demolition of its former Veneri of-
fice building on North Avenue op-
posite the Westfield Diner. This
building will be replaced by a sur-
face parking lot in front of a newly
opened office building and vehicle-
storage facility. The parking facility
will include both garages for emer-
gency vehicles as well as rooftop
parking for trailers for the adjacent
public safety building.

According to Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of engineering, public works
and facilities for the county, the
$11.5-million construction project

will be completed by September. He
anticipates that the additional 140
on-site parking spaces, an increase
of 50 over what was previously in-
cluded, would alleviate parking on

side streets, which has been the case
during construction. One hundred
and thirty of those spaces will be
surface parking.

The new three-story office build-
ing is the new home for the county
clerk’s annex, which includes Pass-
port services, and the offices of the
Consumer Affairs division, County
Superintendent of Schools, Weights
and Measures, Rape Crisis and
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, in-
cluding the Master Gardeners pro-
gram.

Mr. Graziano said the total cost
breaks down to $2.5 million for the
vehicle-storage facility, $8.1 million
for the new office building, of which
$900,000 is for demolition of the

former garages and old office build-
ing, and $950,000 for environmen-
tal remediation costs for the site
prior to the beginning of construc-
tion.

“The debt portion of the project
has been funded by issuing notes at
this point, and they total
$10,669,000. We will, ultimately,
permanently finance the project with
bonds, probably next year or the
year after. The maturity will prob-
ably be over 15 to 20 years,” county
Finance Director Larry Caroselli told
The Westfield Leader in an e-mail.

Mr. Graziano said the building is
designed to meet energy-efficient
requirements per Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design
(LEED) green building certification.

“Components of this type of certi-
fication are geothermal heat and AC,
solar panels, energy-efficient light-
ing and controls, energy-efficient
glass and building skin, energy-effi-
cient HVAC and controls, use re-
flective materials for roofing and
paving (concrete), etc.,” Mr.
Graziano said in an e-mail. “The
county will realize immediate sav-
ings on the energy consumption.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE STARTING LINE...A total of 2,600 runners are poised at the starting line for the annual 5K Pizza Run in downtown
Westfield last Wednesday evening, July 21. Several thousand spectators joined in the fun of the event, sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
CONGRESS ISSUES...Ed Potosnak, right, Democratic candidate for the Seventh
Congressional District, discusses his views with editor Paul Peyton during an
interview at The Westfield Leader office on Friday.

Garwood Discusses Projects
And Bulk-Waste Dumping

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil held a brief meeting Tuesday to
discuss borough-wide renovations for
the summer months.

Sidewalk and street-painting projects
are in full operation, said Councilman
Keith Sluka, and will continue until
school begins in September.

The committee pertaining to the
development of the new athletic field
complex at the end of Myrtle Avenue
met June 21 to discuss the results of
the environmental-testing process.

The original test found evidence of
chlordane in the soil, a carcinogenic
pesticide that was banned completely
by the Environmental Protection
Agency in 1988. The contaminated
soil was ordered to be removed in
accordance with the Department of
Public Works (DPW) regulation. Fol-
low-up tests concluded that the toxin
did not contaminate the ground water
due to its low solubility and its ten-
dency to adhere to soil particles.

Additionally, the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion concluded from examination that
the synthetic field is impervious to

water, and thus, a drainage retention
basin has been required at a cost of
$60,000 to the borough.

“It looks like things are progress-
ing, and we’ll be finalizing plans and
presenting them to the public,” said
Councilman Jonathan Linken, Ath-
letic Field Complex Project Commit-
tee representative.

Resident Bruce Paterson expressed
concern that residents appear to be
dumping bulk garbage in private
dumpsters after the borough has dis-
continued bulk pick-up in the interest
of cutting costs.

“Residents are taking it into their
own hands,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said the
police should be called immediately
if someone is witnessed dumping
garbage in private dumpsters, as it is
unlawful to do so.

Councilman Linken said residents
might consider using the Big Green
Bag, a bulk garbage bag sold at na-
tional home improvement stores that
can be picked up by waste manage-
ment by appointment.

The policy on white goods pick-up
has not changed. Residents may still
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Tax Collector’s Office
Open Late Aug. 2

WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield Tax Collector will be open
Monday, August 2, from 8:30 a.m. to
6 p.m. for the collection of property
taxes. Interest will be charged begin-
ning on Thursday, August 6. Anyone
with questions is asked to contact the
office at (908) 789-4051 or by e-mail
to taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

MS BOE Chooses Hess to Fill
Unexpired Seat of Jorge Batista
By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — After more
than a week of deliberation, the
Mountainside Board of Education,
on Tuesday night, voted to fill the
board’s vacant seat. By a unanimous
decision, Maureen Hess was chosen
over three other candidates.

Mrs. Hess, who was not present
Tuesday when the board announced
its decision, was one of four candi-
dates who interviewed for the posi-
tion on July 20. A panel, consisting of
all six board members and Chief
School Administrator Jeanette

Baubles, conducted 30-minute inter-
views with each of the applicants. All
applicants had submitted letters of
intent by the July 15 deadline.

Lori Federico, former candidate
Marilyn Atlas-Berney and veteran ex-
board member Patricia Knodell in-
terviewed for the job, along with Mrs.
Hess. All looked to fill the unexpired
eight-month term made available af-
ter the resignation of Jorge Batista,
who announced in June that he would
soon be moving out of the district.

The panel posed similar questions
to each candidate at a special July 20
board meeting to discern their cre-

dentials, background, community
involvement and intentions as a board
member.

At the July 20 meeting, Mrs. Hess,
a mother of three children in the
district, called education and school
work “paramount in our house,” and
said she will strive to bring that sen-
timent to the board. She stressed a
need for “fiscal responsibility” and
“more transparency and approach-
ability” from the BOE. Originally
from Union, Mrs. Hess has resided in
Mountainside for five years and is
active with PAL and the PTA, and is
a CCD teacher.

Mrs. Atlas-Berney ran in April’s
school election against current board
members James Ruban, Christopher
Minks and Carmine Venes. She angled
her bid for the position to “working
for the benefit of our children” along
with finding new ways to use tech-
nology in education and enhancing
community relations. Mrs. Atlas-
Berney said she regularly attends
BOE meetings to be “proactively in-
volved.”

Mrs. Federico, like Mrs. Hess, in-
terviewed with no previous adminis-
trative experience. She characterized
her own involvement within the com-
munity and as a parent of four as a
way to “represent the parents of the
community.” She told the board, “I
would like nothing more than to help
the parents and children get to where
they need to be.”

Mrs. Knodell vied to retain a spot
on the Mountainside BOE, which she
left four years ago. She has worked
on school boards for almost three
decades and said she hoped her expe-
rience could “benefit the current
board.” She described one of her
proudest achievements as helping to
raise the legal drinking age in New
Jersey from 18 to 21, and decreasing
class sizes.
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