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TEACHER OF THE YEAR…Tom Weingarten, a graduate of Westfield High
School, was honored as Teacher of the Year at New York University, where he is
pursuing his doctorate degree in Computational Chemistry and teaches several
undergraduate courses.

Union County College
Graduates Class of 2010

CRANFORD – In May, Union
County College (UCC) graduated more
than 900 students in more than 75
academic disciplines during its 76th
annual commencement ceremonies on
the Cranford campus.

Graduates were awarded Associate
in Arts, Associate in Science and Asso-
ciate in Applied Science degrees, cer-
tificates or diplomas for successful
completion of programs.

Victor Richel of Berkeley Heights,
chairman of the UCC Board of Trust-
ees, welcomed the graduates and
guests.

Mr. Richel announced that this year
was a particularly noteworthy com-
mencement, since UCC was saying
goodbye to Thomas Brown, who has
led the college for the last 20 years.
Effective July 1, Margaret
McMenamin took over as the new
president. Mr. Richel invited the
graduates to “…come back to cel-
ebrate with us.”

Also addressing the graduates was
student speaker David Molinaro, who
was a member of Psi Beta Honors
Society.

He will head to Fairleigh Dickinson
University in the fall. David asked his
fellow classmates – regardless of
whether they pursue a four-year school,
join a club or start a family – “what
impact will you make?”

“I say to you all, graduating class of
2010 – and everyone here witnessing
this ceremony – ‘Make an impact,’”
David said.

In his traditional Charge to the Gradu-
ates, UCC President Mr. Brown con-
gratulated the students and reflected
on the achievements that occurred at
the college during his 20-year tenure.

A highlight of the commencement
ceremonies was the presentation of
the coveted Alumni Prize to Sheila
Casey of Roselle, the Class of 2010
graduate who maintained the highest
grade-point average and earned the
most credits at UCC, and The Post-
Day Award, presented to the graduat-
ing student who best exemplifies the
college’s ideals of scholarship, lead-
ership and service.

This year’s Post-Day Award was
given to Kevin Sergeon of Union and
Megan Andrade of Linden.

WE’RE OFF…Student actors take a break on a hot day as they prepare for The
Continuo Arts’ Wizard of Oz performance at Oak Knoll School on July 24.

Best of Broadway Benefit
To Support Youth Theatre

WESTFIELD – The brightest New
Jersey Youth Theatre stars will come
together at the Algonquin Arts The-
atre of Manasquan for a one-night-
only Best of Broadway benefit con-
cert on Sunday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m.

They will perform songs from New
Jersey Youth Theatre musicals pre-
viously presented at the Algonquin
Arts Theatre, singing show-stoppers
from the classic musicals in which
they appeared over the past seven
years at the Algonquin Arts Theatre
and the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center in Newark, including West
Side Story, South Pacific, Guys and
Dolls, Carousel, Sweeney Todd, Rag-
time and Dames at Sea.

Proceeds from the benefit will sup-
port New Jersey Youth Theatre, the
award-winning, non-profit theatre or-
ganization that presents Broadway-
quality musical and dramatic pro-
ductions featuring talented young
New Jersey performers. New Jersey
Youth Theatre also offers classes in
drama, musical theatre, acting, dance

and voice in its Roselle Park studio.
“This is the first time we’ve been

lucky enough to bring back some of our
favorite performers to the Algonquin
Arts Theatre,” said Cynthia Meryl, ex-
ecutive director of New Jersey Youth
Theatre. “And we’re thrilled to offer
this show during the week when we’re
also performing Rent there.”

Rent performances at the
Algonquin Arts Theatre will run July
30 through August 8.

Tickets for the benefit ($25 gen-
eral admission; $15 student discount
with I.D.) are available at the
Algonquin Arts Theatre website
(algonquinarts.org), by phone at
(732) 528-9211 and at the Algonquin
Arts Theatre Box Office (173 Main
Street, Manasquan).

Anyone purchasing Best of Broad-
way tickets who buys Rent tickets
simultaneously will get a $3 discount
to see Rent (regular price: $29 for
general admission and seniors; $18
for ages 18 and under). Rent is suit-
able for ages 12 and older.

‘May It Please the Court’
Visits Kinderwrap Program

FUTURE LAWYERS…Union Catholic (UC) High School sophomore Adrianna
DeGazon plays the role of Bailiff in “Three Little Pigs.” The performance was
part of the UC’s May It Please the Court Club visit to the YMCA’s Kinderwrap
Program.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
Catholic (UC) High School’s May It
Please the Court Club concluded its
year with an event at the YMCA
Kinderwrap Program. The club pro-
vides additional information and ac-
tivities for any student who has an
interest in a career in law or in taking
UC’s mock-trial course.

This year, the club, along with its
moderator, Kim Leegan, worked with
the Kinderwrap program at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA to
educate the kindergarteners about the
job of a lawyer. The club designed a
coloring book for the students that
depicted lawyers and things one might
see in a courtroom.

In late April, students from May It
Please the Court visited a YMCA
class and performed a trial version of
the “Three Little Pigs.”

Club members played the roles of
Judge Mother Goose, the Big Bad
Wolf and his attorney, Curly Pig and

his attorney, the Bailiff, and Jack
Smith, a witness for the pig. At the
end of the trial, the Kinderwrap class
unanimously voted that the wolf was
guilty of trying to eat the pig.

ECF Seeks Volunteers
For Food Deliveries

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF),
located in Scotch Plains, is a non-
profit organization that seeks to pre-
serve the quality of life for any New
Jersey family whose child has been
diagnosed with cancer. Joseph and
Susan Vizzoni, who lost their son,
Emmanuel, at the age of 7 to cancer,
founded the organization in 1983.

The Central Regional Office of ECF
has announced that it is in need of
volunteers per the following:

Volunteer drivers to deliver food to
a family in Spotswood and/or Eliza-
beth. Eight bags of food are packed
for drivers, and the deliveries are
flexible per the driver’s schedule.
They can be delivered during the day,
evenings and or on weekends. Volun-
teer drivers deliver food once every
two months.

In addition, ECF now is in need of
food for the winter months and is
appealing for donations of any non-
perishable items for its pediatric can-
cer children and their families.

Interested persons are asked to con-
tact Barbara Kopel at (908) 322-4323,
extension no. 17, or via e-mail at
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org.

‘Tex’ Brooks Is Honored
On His 100th Birthday

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Nancy
Malool and the Township Council of
Scotch Plains recently saluted Herman
“Tex” Brooks with a proclamation hon-
oring him on his 100th birthday June
20.

Born in rural Texas in 1910, Mr.
Brooks and his three sisters went to
school every day in a horse and buggy,
with eight-year-old Tex at the reins. He
and his father moved to New Jersey in
the 1920s, and he went to work at
Western Electric, for $14 a week.

He later founded the Brooks Cab
Company in East Orange. In 1943, at
age 33, Mr. Brooks was drafted into the
United States Army. Following basic
training as an army medic in San Anto-

nio, Tex., he was shipped out from
Boston with the 173rd General Hospi-
tal Unit as an EKG technician. They
landed in Scotland and arrived in France
on New Year’s Eve.

After the war, Mr. Brooks returned to
the taxi business in East Orange that his
wife had run while he was away. Mr.
Brooks became a business leader, ac-
tive in the Chamber of Commerce and
other organizations. Later in life, he
went into automobile sales, retiring at
age 90.

Mr. Brooks has lived in Scotch Plains
for the past 27 years with his wife. A
member of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains, he is the father
of two, grandfather of four and great-
grandfather of six.

Mr. Brooks was feted at a celebra-
tion hosted by his wife for family
and friends at Giovanna’s Restau-
rant in Plainfield, and also at a party
at the All Saints’ Church, where the
Reverend Jane Rockman, rector, pre-
sented him with a letter of congratu-
lations from United States Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.).

Also during that event, Mayor Malool
presented him with the governing
body’s proclamation recognizing June
20 as Herman “Tex” Brooks Day.

HAPPY 100TH…Herman “Tex”
Brooks of Scotch Plains enjoys his 100th
birthday celebration at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield.

Summit to Host Ninth Annual Music Festival

Dunn, Jr. Graduates
From Virginia Tech

WESTFIELD – David Dunn, Jr. of
Westfield graduated from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity on May 15, earning a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics.

A 2006 graduate of Westfield High
School, David is the son of David and
Kathleen Dunn.

SP’s Hagan Earns
B.A. Degree at Bard

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains resident Jeffrey Scott Hagan
graduated from Bard College on May
22, during the college’s 150th com-
mencement. Jeffrey was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts degree.

SP’s Ahmed Named
Student Ambassador
SCOTCH PLAINS – Liban Ahmed

of Scotch Plains, a sophomore at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in North
Edison, has been selected to attend
the Hugh O’Brian Youth (HOBY)
Leadership Seminar for three days
during the summer at Monmouth
University. He will have the opportu-
nity to attend HOBY’s World Lead-
ership Conference.

Through its mission to inspire and
develop a global community of youth
and volunteers, HOBY will provide
Liban leadership training, service-
learning and motivation-building ex-
periences during the seminar.

Liban is the son of Omar Abdi and
Esther Abukar of Scotch Plains. His
sisters, Ayan and Anisa, are students
in the Middle School at Wardlaw-
Hartridge.

More Artists Announced
For Annual MusicFest

UNION COUNTY – With more
music and new attractions, this year’s
annual Union County MusicFest
promises five days full of sights,
sounds and activities from Septem-
ber 8 to 12.

Soul Asylum, The Zombies, OK
Go, Suzanne Vega, Mike Peters and
Friends, Vita Chambers and New
Jersey’s own 61 North have joined an
eclectic musical lineup that already
includes Spoon, Robert Randolph and
the Family Band, Nils Lofgren Acous-
tic Duo, Jesse Malin and the St. Marks
Social, and The Bravery.

Additional performing artists, in-
cluding the Saturday headline act, as
well as Crossroads Stage artists, will
be announced in August.

As always, all performances at
MusicFest will be free. Additional
attractions will be free or affordably
priced, and ample free off-site park-
ing will be available nearby, along
with a free shuttle. On-site parking

will be available for a nominal fee of
$10 for an entire day.

Visitors are encouraged to bring
blankets and folding chairs (no hard-
sided coolers). Food, snacks and bev-
erages also will be available for pur-
chase from a variety of vendors.

Contributions from business and non-
profit sponsors keep all performances
at MusicFest free of charge. In an effort
to continue generating new revenues to
support the event, this year, a limited
number of individual sponsorships will
be available through the new Friends of
MusicFest program.

Individual sponsors will receive
free on-site parking, complimentary
afternoon barbecue and drink tickets,
access to a viewing stand and a tented
comfort lounge, as well as free, un-
limited carnival rides.

Individual sponsorships are avail-
able for one day of performances at
$150, or both days at $250. For more
details, visit ucpac.org.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

What I Learned From Westfield High School
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The people who know me best know
this: I have been counting down to
graduation night since I was a fresh-
man. Three years. Two years. One year.
One day… One day?

The elation-inducing realization
struck me on the night of June 22. I was
driving home from my friend’s gradu-
ation party. Rain was pouring down
from the sky in sheets. Sitting behind
the wheel, I listened to Fresh 102.7.
The song “Landslide” by Stevie Nicks
suddenly came on, and I began to dwell
on my life. Inevitable.

“Time makes you bolder; children
get older, and I’m getting older too.” I
pulled into my driveway, and it was
then that I realized how close I was to
my dream day. I felt old, shocked and
restless.

Much like the night before the first
day of ninth grade, it is almost impos-
sible to sleep the night before gradua-
tion (for me, at least). Somehow, I
managed to acquire roughly four-and-
a-half hours. I woke up at 7 a.m. on
graduation morning with a heart that
was throbbing at an unhealthily rapid
pace.

“I can’t believe this day is finally
here!” I sang to myself, bolting out the
front door to complete my last journey
to WHS. I knew the joy was visible on
my face.

I was one of the first people to arrive
to graduation practice already wearing
my cap and tassel (it was even plastered
to my heart during my commute to the
school).

Was I overly anxious? Maybe. But I
just couldn’t wait for the evening to
come – to be able to walk onto that
stage and officially be dubbed a high
school graduate. It was sweltering dur-
ing rehearsal, but when I returned home
sweat-stricken and scrounging the
fridge for water – I didn’t mind at all.
Only six hours remained.

Now, we’re not a family of early
birds by any means, but I was deter-
mined to arrive at the WHS field by 5
p.m. sharp.

I posed for a few pictures on the front
steps, and then practically dragged my
parents and younger sister into the car.
I kept telling myself: “This is one event
that I am not going to be late for. Not
after so many years of waiting for it!”

In a strange way, I felt content to be
the second-to-last student to graduate
from the class of 2010 (oh, the perks of
having a “Z” last name). It gave me
more time to observe everything that
was happening around me…to hear

every name echo through the loud
speaker, to feel every tear form within
my eyes.

I admit that the vast majority of those
tears were tears of happiness, because
my personal high school experience
was not easy. However, in the midst of
my struggles, I often reflected on the
words of my eighth-grade Spanish
teacher, Lynne Gerber.

She said, “Difficult situations build
character. The more struggles we en-
dure throughout our lives, the stronger
and more capable we become as indi-
viduals.”

Although I was never an avid talker
in my high school classes, I developed
a strong sense of inner character that, as
I grow older, is slowly but surely ex-
tending to my outward self. Gone are
the days when I used to talk with a fake
high-pitched voice to sound “popular.”

One of the most important life les-
sons I have learned from Westfield
High School is the following: People
can lower your self-esteem. People can
let you down. People can laugh at you.
People can disagree with your opin-
ions. But after all the competition and
pressure the school puts you through,
people can never take away your char-
acter.

Westfield High School has inundated
my brain with a surplus of book knowl-
edge. Ask me to recite Spanish poetry
by Jose Marti. I can do it. Ask me the
capital of an obscure country. I can tell
you. Ask me what the mathematical
terms co-secant, secant and tangent
mean. It’ll take me a few minutes (or
maybe hours), but I can tell you.

Yet, even more potent than the aca-
demic knowledge I have gained is the
most important type of education, which
comes from associating oneself with
various groups of people in an every-
day social scene. Over the last few
years, I have encountered such a wide
spectrum of individuals in my different
classes.

After engaging with people from
nearly every social group, I feel well
prepared to survive in college and a
real-life work environment.

So Westfield High School, before I
leave for good, I would like to say
thank you. Despite the rough times we
have been through together, you really
have made me feel more ready for, and
less fearful of, the life that lies ahead
of me.

Even though I am quite content to
say good-bye to you (no offense), I’m
glad our paths have crossed. And maybe
our paths will cross again someday.
You’re kind of hard to forget.

SUMMIT – The Summit Music Fes-
tival concert will take place on Satur-
day, July 31, and several Westfield area
residents will perform in the concert.

Jason Tramm, artistic director of the
Summit Music Festival, announced
plans for Réflexions françaises, sched-
uled for 8 p.m. at the Central Presbyte-
rian Church, located at 70 Maple Street
in Summit.

Founded in 2002, the festival fea-

tures a 70-voice choir, chosen by
competitive audition, which will be
accompanied by the New Jersey State
Opera Orchestra. The festival pro-
gram will open with “Pavane” by
Gabriel Fauré, followed by “Gloria”
by Francis Poulenc and “Requiem”
by Maurice Duruflé. Tickets are avail-
able at Coldwell Banker Realty, 401
Springfield Avenue in Summit, or at
the festival website: smfnj.org.

Area Students Help Sow
‘Seeds of Success’ at Farm

BANKING ON IT…Newmark School (K-8) students pitch in for the Newmark
School “Seeds of Success” program, part of the Wagner Farm’s Giving Garden
in Warren. Scotch Plains-Fanwood resident Austin Moore, third from left, joins
fellow Newmark School students Jordan Patterson, Charlie Young and James
Bryan as part of the team who volunteered all year to grow vegetables for local
food banks and soup kitchens in the area.

AREA – Several local residents
who attend Newmark School in
Plainfield participated in the Giving
Garden and helped raise fresh pro-
duce for area food banks as part of a
Wagner Farm Giving Gardeners
Community program.

“Seeds of Success” has taken on a
special meaning this July at the
Wagner Farms Arboretum in War-
ren, for Newmark School students.
Since last spring, students at
Newmark School, a state-approved,
private school serving children from
districts throughout the state with
learning disabilities and behavioral
disorders, have been hard at work at
Wagner Farm’s Giving Garden.

Started in 2007 under the direc-
tion of Ernest (Ernie) Cotrill, the
purpose of the Giving Gardeners
Project (GGP) is to produce veg-
etables dedicated to feed the poor
and needy, which will be distributed
to food banks and soup kitchens in

the area.
As part of Newmark School’s on-

going commitment to the commu-
nity, sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
grade classes have been volunteer-
ing at the Giving Garden since the
spring of 2009, preparing vegetable
plots and wood-chipping paths.

During the fall, students helped
harvest vegetables and cleared the
planting areas for the winter. This
spring, Newmark was honored to
have its own 4-by-50-foot vegetable
plot, where the students participated
in the whole garden experience from
preparing the soil, planting cabbage,
weeding and watering.

Now, with a new extended school
year, students can continue nurturing
their crop through the summer, and
eventually harvesting the vegetables
for the food bank this fall. This year,
fourth and fifth graders also helped
garden, with the help of experienced
seventh and eighth graders.


