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Westfield Blue 11s Tie Florham Park Boys, 7-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Park Beverage Men Stun Scared Hitless, 23-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

APPELBAUM 4 HITS, FLEISCHMAN HR, LOGAN 4 RBI

St. Anthony Ruins St. Jude’s
Hopes with 14-5 Trouncing

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Larry Fleischman’s three-run home
run in the top of the third inning, Phil
Appelbaum’s four hits, Bruce Logan’s
four RBI and shortstop Ron Labin’s
superior fielding led St. Anthony to a
14-5 triumph over cellar-dwelling St.
Jude in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 15.

The St. Anthony’s offensive wreck-
ing crew banged out 23 hits, and
Fleischman, the leadoff hitter, fin-
ished 3-for-5 with three runs scored
and three RBI. Beginning with an
RBI double, Appelbaum hit safely in
his first four at-bats before flying out
to leftfield. He scored twice and had
two RBI. Logan rapped a pair of RBI
singles and a two-run double, while
scoring once. Labin also put his bat to
work with three hits and two runs

scored.
The remainder of the Anthonys had,

at least, one hit apeice. Mike White
and Tony Perfilio each had three hits,
an RBI and a run scored. Tom Grycan
punched a pair of singles, walked,
and added an RBI and a run scored.
Pitcher Tony Perconte ripped an RBI
single and scored three times. Dave
Roth singled.

Veteran Tom Ulichny led the Judes
with an RBI double, two singles and
an RBI groundout, while scoring
twice. Pitcher Anthony Blasi poked a
pair of singles, scored once and had
an RBI. Nate Mangiris and Steve
Polak each had a single and an RBI,
while Paul Bifani (run scored), Joe
DeChiaro and Phil Gans each singled.
Larry Szenyi walked and scored once,
and Chris Paterek walked twice.

But the real show stealers of the
evening were a series of stellar de-

fensive plays, especially from Labin,
who made two straight diving stops,
resulting in putouts in the third in-
ning, and a game-ending double play
in the seventh. Logan, at second, made
a pair of ambidextrous plays, as did
Perconte from the mound. Blasi took
defensive matters into his own hands
early in the game with a pair of fine
snags.

According to Szenyi, “Tony said,
if nobody else can catch the ball, I’m
going to do it myself.”

Blasi’s defensive brilliance early
on spurred Szenyi, who played first
base, to make a few of his own. In the
fourth inning, he grabbed a grounder,
tagged the runner heading to second
and stepped on first to complete a
double play. He added another alert
putout in the fifth. Ulichny also made
a sensational diving grab in leftfield.

St. Anthony seized a 3-0 lead in the
first when Appelbaum yanked an RBI
double to right and Logan lashed a
two-run double to left. Ulichny added
an RBI groundout in the bottom of
the inning, making the score, 3-1.
Fleischman, Labin and Perconte
scored in the second, but after the
Anthonys plated their third straight
three-run inning on Fleischman’s
three-run shot to center, it appeared
that the Judes did not have a prayer,
but they kept the faith and scored to
runs in the bottom of the third to
make the score, 9-3.

In the fourth, the Anthonys put
together five straight singles, and it
looked like another three-run inning,
but Perconte was called out at home
on a close call, causing a murmur
from his teammates.

“I thought one of you guys was
joking when you said it was an out,”
he said.

In the bottom of the fourth, Ulichny
looped and RBI double and Blasi
bopped an RBI single to make the
score, 11-5, but St. Anthony added
three runs in the fifth on RBI singles
from Perfilio, Logan and Grycan.
Offensive silence prevailed then
Labin dashed St. Jude’s hopes in the
seventh when he charged a grounder,
stepped on second for a force out and
fired to first for the game-ending
double play.
St. Anthony 333 230 0 14
St. Jude 102 200 0 5

Defensively, Scared Hitless first
baseman Grabowski absorbed a line
drive and quickly stepped on first to
record a double play. Second baseman
Tom Granham made several fine plays
but paid the price by taking a bad hop
on the chin and adding a face full of
dirt on a tumbling play. Park Bever-
age centerfielder Alvarez made a great
running grab. Stratton snagged a sharp
liner at shortstop, as did Samila at
second. Semple made a fine stretch at
first to induce an out call.

Scared Hitless was timid in the top of

the first, but the Beverage men plated
three runs in the bottom of the inning,
highlighted by Alvarez’s RBI double to
right-center. Scared Hitless abandoned
their phobia and scored three runs in
the second, but the Parkmen sparked a
two-out rally and scored four runs in
the bottom of the inning.

Venables whacked his solo blast to
center in the third, and Park Beverage
faced another two-out situation in its
half of the inning. “Come on! An-
other two-out rally,” shouted Marks.

Samilia answered with a two-run
single, then Alvarez and Semple fol-
lowed with RBI singles.

DeGregorio singled and scored in

the fifth, but Samila drilled a leadoff
double and scored on Alvarez’s sac
fly in the Park’s fifth to make the
score, 14-5. Janish jolted a two-run
triple and Garrielli slashed an RBI
single to agitate the Beverage men as
they came to bat in the sixth. As a
result of their fury, the Beverage men
poured it on and scored seven runs on
nine hits to seize a 21-8 lead. Stunned,
Scared Hitless was scared scoreless
in the seventh, but with Woodring on
third and Marks on second, Alvarez
punched his game-ending two-run
single to center.
Scared Hitless 031 013 0 8
Park Beverage 346 017 2 23

“He’s [Monaghan] our ace. He’s
got four or five different pitches. He
throws hard. He loves to compete.
The bigger the game, the bigger he
pitches,” coach Agriogianis said.

“He is one of the best pitchers in
the league. He is an elite pitcher. He
is a very good player. He shut us
down. We hit ground ball after ground
ball. He wouldn’t let us get anything
going,” coach Friel said.

LaCorte stepped to the mound in
the fifth and from that point on
Florham Park’s bats could not find an
open spot.

Chirichella slapped a leadoff single
in the sixth. Cruz and Ukrainskyj
both walked, and LaCorte drilled a
two-run single off the right field fence
then stole second. After Hall walked,
Xaio tapped an RBI groundout.
Bartok poked an RBI single, and Xaio
scored on a wild pitch to tie the score.

“The cardiac kids! These kids are
unbelievable. They never say die. We
spent the first half of the season going
down in the first inning of almost
every game, and every game this team
battled back. We only have two losses
in league play on the season,” said

coach Friel, who added, “He
[LaCorte] basically shut them down,
and it took the life out of them. He
had a lot of pop on his fastball, and he
was locating very well tonight.”

“He shut us down the last two in-
nings. We were saying we needed to
get a lead, because we knew they
would be bringing him in,” coach
Agriogianis said. “It’s funny how you
could be ahead, 7-2, and looking for
a win then wiping your brow to walk
out of here with a tie.”
Westfield Blue 200 005 7
Florham Park 321 100 7

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PACKING A LOT OF POWER AT THE PLATE…Park Beverage slugger Dan Samila hammered a triple, a double and
a single, and totaled six EBI in a 23-8 victory over Scared Hitless at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on July 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO GIVE IT A WHACK…St. Jude’s Chris Paterek prepares to whack the ball in the game against St. Anthony
of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE…St. Jude shortstop Joe DeChiaro prepares to field
a grounder in the game against St. Anthony.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DAY AT THE PLATE…Westfield Blue 11s batter Matt LaCorte, No. 2, drilled a two-run double and an RBI
single against Florham Park at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July 16.
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Naasa Sherbeini

Beautiful 2-year young Westfield Colonial nested among other new homes in a country setting.  Built by Needle Point Homes with quality
features, attention to detail and commitment to green building techniques which help protect the environment, this Energy Star home
will use less energy and minimize impact on the environment. Wonderful open floor plan includes front porch, formal living and dining
rooms with crown molding, gorgeous high-end granite and stainless steel kitchen open to family room with fireplace, four bedrooms
including master with generous closet space, two and a half pristine baths, second floor laundry room, and finished basement. Backing
to woods for privacy and tucked away at an exclusive cul-de-sac.  Yet just a short distance from all of Westfield’s amenities: top schools,
dining, shopping and transportation.  Move right into this lovely home and enjoy all that Westfield has to offer. It’s offered at $859,900.
Please stop by the open house Sunday or call me for private viewing.
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