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Wojcik Named Harvard Men’s Lax Head Coach
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

APPELBAUM 4 HITS, FLEISCHMAN HR, LOGAN 4 RBI

St. Anthony Ruins St. Jude’s
Hopes with 14-5 Trouncing

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Larry Fleischman’s three-run home
run in the top of the third inning, Phil
Appelbaum’s four hits, Bruce Logan’s
four RBI and shortstop Ron Labin’s
superior fielding led St. Anthony to a
14-5 triumph over cellar-dwelling St.
Jude in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 15.

The St. Anthony’s offensive wreck-
ing crew banged out 23 hits, and
Fleischman, the leadoff hitter, fin-
ished 3-for-5 with three runs scored
and three RBI. Beginning with an
RBI double, Appelbaum hit safely in
his first four at-bats before flying out
to leftfield. He scored twice and had
two RBI. Logan rapped a pair of RBI
singles and a two-run double, while
scoring once. Labin also put his bat to
work with three hits and two runs
scored.

The remainder of the Anthonys had,
at least, one hit apiece. Mike White
and Tony Perfilio each had three hits,
an RBI and a run scored. Tom Grycan
punched a pair of singles, walked,
and added an RBI and a run scored.
Pitcher Tony Perconte ripped an RBI
single and scored three times. Dave
Roth singled.

Veteran Tom Ulichny led the Judes
with an RBI double, two singles and
an RBI groundout, while scoring
twice. Pitcher Anthony Blasi poked a
pair of singles, scored once and had
an RBI. Nate Mangiris and Steve
Polak each had a single and an RBI,
while Paul Bifani (run scored), Joe
DeChiaro and Phil Gans each singled.
Larry Szenyi walked and scored once,
and Chris Paterek walked twice.

But the real show stealers of the

evening were a series of stellar de-
fensive plays, especially from Labin,
who made two straight diving stops,
resulting in putouts in the third in-
ning, and a game-ending double play
in the seventh. Logan, at second, made
a pair of ambidextrous plays, as did
Perconte from the mound. Blasi took
defensive matters into his own hands
early in the game with a pair of fine
snags.

According to Szenyi, “Tony said,
if nobody else can catch the ball, I’m
going to do it myself.”

Blasi’s defensive brilliance early
on spurred Szenyi, who played first
base, to make a few of his own. In the
fourth inning, he grabbed a grounder,
tagged the runner heading to second
and stepped on first to complete a
double play. He added another alert
putout in the fifth. Ulichny also made
a sensational diving grab in leftfield.

St. Anthony seized a 3-0 lead in the
first when Appelbaum yanked an RBI
double to right and Logan lashed a
two-run double to left. Ulichny added
an RBI groundout in the bottom of
the inning, making the score, 3-1.
Fleischman, Labin and Perconte
scored in the second, but after the
Anthonys plated their third straight
three-run inning on Fleischman’s
three-run shot to center, it appeared
that the Judes did not have a prayer,
but they kept the faith and scored to
runs in the bottom of the third to
make the score, 9-3.

In the fourth, the Anthonys put
together five straight singles, and it
looked like another three-run inning,
but Perconte was called out at home
on a close call, causing a murmur
from his teammates.

“I thought one of you guys was

joking when you said it was an out,”
he said.

In the bottom of the fourth, Ulichny
looped and RBI double and Blasi
bopped an RBI single to make the
score, 11-5, but St. Anthony added
three runs in the fifth on RBI singles
from Perfilio, Logan and Grycan.
Offensive silence prevailed then
Labin dashed St. Jude’s hopes in the
seventh when he charged a grounder,
stepped on second for a force out and
fired to first for the game-ending
double play.
St. Anthony 333 230 0 14
St. Jude 102 200 0 5

20 nationally. Next, Wojcik spent two
years as the top assistant coach/of-
fensive coordinator at the University
of Pennsylvania, as well as the team’s
recruiting coordinator.

“Since the day I started coaching, it
was my goal to be the head coach at
Harvard,” Wojcik said. “I applied and
initially did not get an interview. They
interviewed three Division 1 head
coaches only. A week later, they re-
considered and interviewed two as-
sistant Division 1 coaches [Wojcik
and another coach] and then the next
week, I got the job.”

But Wojcik remembered his la-
crosse roots in Westfield, coming up
through the ranks with classmates
Matt Prybylski, Dave Sprague, Steve
Kocaj, Chris Capone, Mike Catenacci,
Bob Hermiston and Matt Connell to
name a few.

“My youth coaches, Skip Prybylski
and Tom Sprague, were my first
coaches and they taught me the fun-
damentals. They gave their time and
energy to Westfield youth lacrosse
and they were very devoted and com-
mitted to the kids,” Wojcik said.

Location, location, location means
everything, and Wojcik grew up on
the same block as WHS Head Coach
Sean Cherewich and had what is now
Kehler Stadium as a backyard.

“He convinced my brothers and I to
play lacrosse. Coach Cherewich
pushed me to be my best and taught
us to play as a team. In addition, Toni
Bristol was a volunteer coach with
the high school, and he helped de-
velop so many high school players,”
Wojcik said. “My classmates and I
were very interested in lacrosse as a
result of the Westfield state champi-
onship teams of 1986 & 1987. We

were ball boys at the state champion-
ship games and we dreamed of win-
ning a state championship together
and being a part of the tradition of
Westfield lacrosse.”

Wojcik recalled his most memo-
rable games as a Blue Devil came in
the 1992 season, beating
Lawrenceville on the road when they
were undefeated, beating Bridgewater
in overtime and losing to Montclair in
the state quarterfinals in their last
game, which he felt was devastating.

Lacrosse was not his only sport at
WHS. Wojcik was one of those rare
three-sport athletes, who could com-
pete in all three very well. In the fall,
he earned All-Union County (UC)
honors all four years in soccer. In his
senior season, he was named First
Team All-State and led the Blue Dev-
ils to the Group 4 state title.

In the winter, he wrestled and
helped the Blue Devils win the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 state cham-
pionship. In 1991, he qualified for the
NJSIAA tournament.

In the spring came lacrosse, and

Wojcik, an attacker, was named First
Team All-State in 1991 and 1992. He
was also honored as a First Team All-
America attack (1991) and midfield
(1992). He finished his WHS lacrosse
career with 106 goals and 65 assists.

Wojcik, who is a member of the New
Jersey Lacrosse Hall of Fame, was
inducted into the Westfield Athletics
Hall of Fame on November 25, 2002.

To Wojcik, growing up in Westfield
created an air of victory.

“I think Gary Kehler created a com-
munity in Westfield that rallied around
its sports teams, and he helped build
a strong sense of pride in the commu-
nity. I was drawn to sports at a young
age, and I was eager to be a part of the
Westfield tradition. In the high school,
you could sense the pride the students
had in playing for Westfield, and so
many teams were successful,” he said.

Now as the head coach at Harvard,
Wojcik has a few others to thank.

“My parents [Randy and Marie]
instilled in me a strong work ethic
and I will give my best to Harvard and
the lacrosse program,” he said.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 16:)

TEAM   W   L Pct
St. Aloysius   8   3 .727
St. Kilian   8   6 .571
St. Anthony   5   9 .357
St. Matthew   3   9 .250
St. Jude   2 12 .143

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L Pct
St. David 11   2 .846
St. Rocco 10   3 .769
St. Anne   8   6 .571
St. James   6   8 .429
St. Joseph   5   8 .385

St. David 8, St. Kilian 4
St David scored six runs in the

fourth. Pitcher, Howard Bialos yielded
only two hits to the top four Kilian
batters. Costello (3 RBI), Rothenberg
(3 RBI, triple) and Villaverde (2 RBI)
led David.
St. Aloysius 17, St. Joseph 3

Aloysius amassed 29 hits (26
singles). Barone went 6-for-6 with
five RBI.
St. Anthony 14, St. Jude 5

See exclusive story.
St. David 6, St. Joseph 4

St David’s charge began with a
Baboomian three-run blast in the first
inning.
St Rocco 17, St James 5

St Rocco’s Gus Alvarez rapped a
home run and had three RBI. St James

totaled 14 hits.
St. Matthew 8, St. Jude 7

St. Matthew overcame a 5-0 deficit
after two innings. The Matt men scored
four in the third and three in the fourth,
led by Straniero’s homer and three
RBI. St. Jude’s Rich Banasiak had
three hits and three RBI.
St. James 7, St. Anne 6

The James Gang II stole this 12-
inning marathon at Farley.
St. Kilian 13, St. Joseph 8

St. Kilian scored 11 of their 13 runs
with two outs. Kilian’s Scott Curtis
whacked a grand slam, and Jay Semple
added a three-run blast. Marty Marks
(HR, 3 RBI) and Kevin Spellman
(single double, triple) led the Joe boys.
St. David 10, St. Anne 9

Each team plated three runs in the
first. David led, 6-4, entering the bot-
tom of the sixth, but the Annies scored
five runs. St. David answered with
four runs in the seventh. David pitcher
Howie Bialos hushed the Annies in
the bottom of the seventh.

St. Aloysius 15, St. Anthony 13
The top five batters for Aloysius

had three hits apiece, led by Bob
Barone’s two homers and seven RBI.
Anthony Pat Nigro had four RBI.
Aloysius scored four runs in the top
of the seventh.

WF White 8s Defeat
Livingston 8s, 9-4

The Westfield White eight-year-
old travel baseball team improved its
record to 7-6 by defeating league
opponent Livingston American, 9-4,
on July 12, to avenge a pair of losses
to Livingston, including a 10-9, nine-
inning marathon, just the day before.

White trailed, 4-0, after a full in-
ning but managed to score five runs
in the top of the second inning. Danny
Varano singled, John Eric Tilyou
walked, and Dillon O’Connor, Mat-
thew Korth and Colin Elliott followed
with singles. Grayson Shovlin worked
a walked, Brendan Hiltz singled and
Jack Riley followed with a booming
shot to left-center.

Westfield’s solid defense was high-
lighted by first baseman Jack Riley’s
spectacular unassisted double play and
the smooth fielding of shortstop Danny
Kohler and catcher Declan McCauley.
Pitchers Brendan Hiltz, Nick Russo,
Griffin Rooney and Jack Musho held
Livingston to just four hits.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOLLOWING THE PLAY CLOSELY…St. Jude’s Phil Gans, back, follows the play closely as St. Anthony first baseman
Dave Roth secures the ball for the putout.

Chris Wojcik
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Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with Cherry 
cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, first floor 
laundry, professionally landscaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation Room with gym!  
                                        Offered for $965,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

220 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD


