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POLICE BLOTTER

Rape Crisis Ctr. Seeks
Volunteer Advocates
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Rape Crisis Center is seeking indi-
viduals to serve as trained Volunteer
Confidential Sexual Violence Advo-
cates. Advocates provide a calming,
reassuring presence during a time of
crisis, as well as information about
legal options. All volunteers receive
a thorough training course. For in-
formation on volunteering, call the
Rape Crisis Center at (908) 233-
7273.

The Rape Crisis Center, part of
the Union County Department of
Human Services, has been serving
Union County residents since 1984.
It offers counseling to victims of
sexual assault, their families and sig-
nificant others.

Volunteers from the center are
trained to advocate on behalf of rape
victims, and may accompany them
to hospital emergency rooms, police
interviews and court proceedings.

Interviews for prospective volun-
teers will be held this summer, and the
next training session will begin on
Tuesday, September 21. For more in-
formation, call the Rape Crisis Center
hotline, (908) 233-7273, or visit
unioncountyrapecrisiscenter.blogspot.com.

– Obituaries –
Norman Finestein, 82, Enjoyed Sports;

Had Been Accountant and Educator
Richard W. Bennett, 65, Family Man;
Was Dir. of Union Co. Legal Services
Richard W. Bennett, 65, of Ocean

Township, formerly of Westfield, died
on Sunday, July 11, 2010, at Colum-
bia Presbyterian Hospital in New York
City.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Westfield for more than 34 years be-
fore moving to Ocean Township last
year.

Affectionately known as “Pop
Pop,” Mr. Bennett was a loving hus-
band, father and grandfather. He also
was an avid baseball fan of the
Brooklyn Dodgers and New York
Mets.

Mr. Bennett had been director of
Union County Legal Services in
Elizabeth for many years before he
retired. He also was past chairman of
the Union County Human Services
Advisory Council.

He served in the United States Army
from 1964 to 1967, and graduated
from Rutgers University and also
from its School of Law.

Mr. Bennett was president of Jew-

ish Family Services and a member of
The Arc of Union County. Addition-
ally, he was a member of the New
Jersey Bar Association and a long-
time member of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife, Susan
(Heiferman) Bennett; two sons, Jed
Bennett and his wife, Sarah, and Lee
Bennett; a brother, Carter Bennett,
and his wife, Marlene, and two grand-
children, Daisy and Violet.

Funeral services were conducted
on Wednesday, July 14, at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Scotch Plains. In-
terment followed at Beth Israel Cem-
etery in Woodbridge.

Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn, 2950 Vaux Hall
Road in Union.

The family has requested that dona-
tions be made to Jewish Family Ser-
vices of Central Jersey; The Arc of
Union County or Community Health
Law Project in South Orange, N.J.

July 22, 2010

Norman Finestein, 82, formerly of
Westfield, passed away on Sunday,
July 11, 2010.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he gradu-
ated from Erasmus High School. Af-
ter serving in the United States Navy
in World War II, Mr. Finestein re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing from Long Island University.

Mr. Finestein was a New York cer-
tified public accountant and then fi-
nancial officer for several companies
during his business career. He also
taught business courses at New York
University and the Fashion Institute
of Technology.

Mr. Finestein was an avid sports
enthusiast. In his later years, his
passion was tennis, and he also en-
joyed reading, bridge and canasta

with his friends.
Surviving are his wife, Claire, to

whom he was married for 59 years;
his children, Brian, Russell and Dean;
his 10 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren, all of who adored him.
He also is survived by his two sisters,
Renee and Elaine, and his many life-
long friends.

Funeral services were conducted
on Monday, July 12, under the direc-
tion of Menorah Chapels at Millburn,
2950 Vaux Hall Road in Union.

The family has requested that any-
one wishing to make a donation in
Mr. Finestein’s name can send it to
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety, Donor Services, P.O. Box 4072,
Pittsfield, MA 01202.
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Timothy Waugh, 49, Local Resident;
Wood Craftsman and Avid Bicyclist

Timothy Waugh, 49, of South
Plainfield died suddenly on Friday,
July 9, 2010, at home.

Born in Summit, Tim was raised
in Scotch Plains and had lived in
Westfield before moving to South
Plainfield 10 years ago.

An excellent wood craftsman, he
worked for Fairmount Custom
Crafters in Chatham. Prior to that,
Tim worked for New Jersey Hard-
woods in Plainfield.

Tim was an avid bicyclist and a
member of the Morris Area
Freewheelers Road Touring Club.
On a regular basis, Tim enjoyed
riding more than 100 miles in one
day. He also participated in the High
Point to Cape May Bike Tour, which
covered nearly 300 miles.

A great admirer of the outdoors,
Tim also made time for hiking,

kayaking, snowshoeing, cross-coun-
try skiing and camping.

He was predeceased by his father,
Robert.

Surviving are his mother, Dor-
othy, of Scotch Plains; his brother,
Robert Waugh, and his wife, Deon
Vaughan, currently of Suttons Bay,
Mich., and his close cousin, David
Housel of South Plainfield.

Funeral arrangements are under
the direction of the McCriskin-
Gustafson Home For Funerals
(mccriskinfuneralhome.com), 2425
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield,
N.J.

A memorial service celebrating
Timothy’s life will be held at a later
date at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield.
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The Arc Honors Mr. Makow
Posthumously at Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Arc of Union
County held its Annual Meeting on
June 28 at its main office in Spring-
field, during which Roberta Makow
accepted an award on behalf of her
husband, Martin, who recently
passed away.

Mr. Makow was recognized at the
meeting for his many contributions,
friendship and years of service to
The Arc. Making the presentation,
former Arc board member Kevin
O’Brien reflected, “Marty Makow
was a tireless volunteer for over four
decades, and as a vital member of
The Arc family made significant
contributions, helping to pave the
way for generations to come.”

The Annual Meeting offers The
Arc the opportunity to provide an
overview of the past year, as well as
for the upcoming year. Frank
Caragher, executive director of The
Arc of Union County, spoke about
the anticipated reductions in gov-
ernment funding and strategies to
continue programs and services de-
spite these reductions. He also led a
tour of The Arc Opportunities Be-
havior Programs Center, now
housed next door to The Arc’s main
office in a recently renovated space.

“We consolidated similar pro-
grams from three locations under
one roof, creating a cost savings of
both staff time and money,” stated
Mr. Caragher.

The Annual Meeting closed with

Mr. Caragher encouraging all of
The Arc’s corporate, community
and family partners to participate
in its next fund-raising event, the
Fifth Annual Step Up for The Arc,
on Saturday, September 25, at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark.

Founded in 1949, The Arc of Union
County is a non-profit organization
that serves more than 1,000 children
and adults with developmental dis-
abilities and their families.

In New Jersey, The Arc of Union
County provides an array of pro-
grams and services enabling indi-
viduals with disabilities, and their
families, to realize full, productive
and enhanced lives. For more infor-
mation about The Arc or to volun-
teer, contact Debbie Dreher at (973)
315-0060 or ddreher@arcunion.org.

LOVING TRIBUTE…Roberta Makow displays the award she accepted at The
Arc of Union County’s Annual Meeting honoring her late husband, Martin, for
his decades of service to the organization. With her are Frank Caragher, executive
director of The Arc of Union County, left, and Kevin O’Brien, a former Arc board
member, who presented the award.

Local Knights Reward
Students With Bonds
GARWOOD – Monsignor John M.

Walsh Council No. 5437, Garwood
Knights of Columbus, recently of-
fered congratulations to Sara
Brinkerhoff and Sara Law, both stu-
dents at Garwood’s Lincoln Public
School.

The students had the two highest-
grade averages in a foreign language
for the 2009-2010 school year. In
recognition of their achievement, the
Garwood Knights of Columbus re-
warded each of them with a $100
Wachovia Savings Bond.
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James R. Zitch, 57, Had Been Executive;
WHS Graduate and Talented Athlete

James R. Zitch, 57, of Bryn Mawr,
Pa. died peacefully at Bryn Mawr
Hospital on Friday, July 9, 2010, after
a year-long battle with colon cancer.

Born in Orange, N.J., Jim grew up
in Westfield. He was the son of Rob-
ert and Anita Zitch of Tinton Falls,
N.J., formerly of Westfield. He was a
High School Football All-State line-
backer in 1970 and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1971.

Jim also was selected to the High
School All-American Football Team
in 1970. He was recruited by Penn
State, but due to a career-ending in-
jury, he was unable to play. He gradu-
ated from Penn State in 1975 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.

Jim worked for several brokerage
houses as vice-president and branch
manager, with a successful career
that spanned 32 years. He retired in
2008 and started his own business,
Business Development Compass, to
coach small business owners in busi-
ness strategies. He also recently
worked with the Oechsli Institute in
Greensboro, N.C.

In addition to his parents, Jim leaves

behind his beloved wife, Margaret
(née Schwan), and two daughters,
Kelly and Erika, and his sisters, Kathy
Van Pelt (Richard) of Satellite Beach,
Fla. and Lorrie Berwick (Robert) of
Scotch Plains, N.J. He also is sur-
vived by his cousins, Russell Zitch
(Linda) of Nevada, Janet Karlen
(Dwayne) of Maryland, John Ott
(Janice) and Bob Ott (Shelly) of Cali-
fornia, as well as many loving nieces,
nephews and extended family and
friends.

A celebration of Jim’s life will be
held on Saturday, August 7, 2010,
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Villanova
Conference Center, 601 County Line
Road, Villanova, Pa. Please respond
to zitchmemorial@gmail.com to in-
dicate your attendance.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his name and memory to
the Methodist Home for Children,
4300 Monument Road, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19133-1690, or to the Penncrest
Scholarship Foundation, 1105 Green
Lane Road, Malvern, Pa. 19355 to
support Erika’s college education.
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SILVER SCOUTS…Westfield Girl Scout Troop 813 members received their Silver
Award May 25 during a ceremony at the First Congregational Church of Westfield.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Kelly O’Connor, Helen Keating, Julia Abbattista,
Grace O’Connor, Kristen Ryan and Katie Lafemina. The Silver Award is the second
highest award a girl can earn in Girl Scouts, and requires at least 40 hours of service.
For their project, the troop produced a PowerPoint on Camp Lou Henry Hoover,
which will appear on the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey website as a marketing tool.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 13, Lynde N. Jules,

21, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant in the amount of $289 pursuant
to an investigation on the 1200 block
of West South Avenue. Jules was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on
her own recognizance.

Tuesday, July 13, Oscar Rodriguez-
Flores, 35, of Elizabeth was arrested
in the area of the 600 block of West
North Avenue during a traffic stop on
outstanding warrants from multiple
jurisdictions. They included warrants
from Randolph Township, in the
amount of $608; South Plainfield,
$643; Elizabeth, $882; North
Plainfield, $633, and Dover, $2,500.
Rodriguez-Flores was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to Dover po-
lice.

Wednesday, July 14, David Barker,
49, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
a Westfield warrant in the amount of
$500 after he responded to Westfield
police headquarters. He was pro-
cessed and released on bail.

Wednesday, July 14, Duquan
Randolph, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested in the area of North Avenue
and East Broad Street on a Toms
River warrant in the amount of $350.
He was processed and released on his
own recognizance.

Thursday, July 15, Juliana Diaz, 19,
of Hackensack was arrested on an
outstanding Essex Fells criminal war-
rant in the amount of $126 pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and Wychview Drive. She was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on
her own recognizance as per the Essex
Fells Police Department.

Thursday, July 15, a resident of
Jackson reported that his motor ve-
hicle was the target of criminal mis-
chief while it was parked on the 300
block of East South Avenue. Some-
one unknown damaged the driver’s
side door lock and handle. The ap-
proximate total value of the damage
is $300.

Friday, July 16, Antwan Wilson,
34, of Paterson was arrested on mul-
tiple outstanding warrants pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at West South
Avenue and the plaza. The warrants
included an East Orange criminal
warrant, in the amount of $200; an
East Orange traffic warrant, $300; a
Paterson criminal warrant, $1,000,
and a Passaic County Sheriff’s De-
partment no-bail warrant. Wilson was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held in lieu
of bail.

Friday, July 16, a West Broad Street
resident reported being the victim of

fraud involving an apparent fictitious
job/employment offer on a social
networking website.

Saturday, July 17, Sherise
Simmons, 38, of Roselle was arrested
on an East Orange warrant during a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and Park Drive. She was re-
leased after posting $79 bail.

Saturday, July 17, an attempted
burglary was reported at a residence
on the 500 block of Codding Road. It
appeared that someone had attempted
to gain entry through a window, but it
was unknown at the time of the report
whether the attempt was successful.

Sunday, July 18, patrol officers dis-
covered criminal mischief, in the form
of graffiti, on the rear of the Tamaques
Elementary School building on Wil-
low Grove Road. A large mural was
painted on an exterior wall, as well as
various other markings.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 13, a resident re-

ported that she lost a black patent
leather handbag with beige circles,
valued at approximately $100, on
Justin Place. The handbag contained
a black wallet with her driver’s li-
cense and credit cards, plus eyeglasses
valued at approximately $325, and
makeup items.

Tuesday, July 13, a patron at a
Route 22 theater reported a lost wal-
let near the concession area. Among
other items, the wallet contained an
East Orange Fire Department badge,
insurance cards and currency.

Wednesday, July 14, police re-
sponded to eight reports of criminal
mischief in which mailboxes were
damaged on Chapel Hill.

Wednesday, July 14, Maynor M.
Pena, 40, of Plainfield was arrested at
Route 22, West, and New Providence
Road and charged with driving while
on the suspended list. He was ini-
tially stopped for operating an unreg-
istered motor vehicle.

Saturday, July 17, Anthony T.
Christian, 23, of Union was arrested
on Route 22, East, and charged with
driving while on the suspended list.
He also was issued summonses for
speeding and for not having the proper
mirrors on his motor vehicle.

Sunday, July 18, Reynaldo Mena,
40, of Paterson was arrested on Route
22, West, and charged with driving
while on the suspended list. He also
was issued summonses for being an
uninsured motorist and for operating
a motor vehicle while using a cell
phone without a hands-free device.

Sunday, July 18, Joaquim A. Cunha,
37, of Hillside was arrested at Route
22, West, and Lawrence Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Hill-
side in the amount of $50. He was
stopped for failure to maintain his
motor vehicle’s lights.

Trailside Matinee to Feature
‘Wacky Science’ Wednesday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Wednesday Matinee Series at
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter will continue on July 28 with a
show entitled “Wacky Science,”
beginning at 1:30 p.m.

“‘Wacky Science’ is an interac-
tive family program that will edu-
cate and delight children and par-
ents alike,” said Freeholder Vice
Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon.
“Union County is committed to pro-
viding affordable family programs
at our facilities, and the Wednesday
Matinee Series is a prime example
of that effort.”

This matinee performance will
feature “Crazy S. Cooper” from
Mad Science of West New Jersey,
who will melt the “Wicked Witch
of the West” right before audience
members’ eyes and conduct a dry
ice experiment and a “hair-raising”
static electricity demonstration.

The August 4 Wednesday Mati-
nee will feature “Rizzo’s Reptile
Discovery” – a blend of nature and
environmental awareness that helps
the audience learn about the crea-
tures of the earth.

The final Wednesday Matinee for
the summer will be on August 11,
when naturalist Steve “Wildman”
Brill will demonstrate how people
have been using wild plants for cen-
turies.

All the Wednesday Matinee shows
are recommended for children ages
4 and older. Admission will be $4
per person and tickets will go on sale
at 1 p.m. on the day of each show.

For more information about up-
coming programs and special
events, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside Nature
and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

SCIENCE IS FUN…Frances, left, and Tim Alliegro of Westfield enjoy participat-
ing in science experiments last summer during a Wednesday Matinee at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside. The matinees will continue this
summer with “Wacky Science” on July 28; “Rizzo’s Reptile Discovery” on
August 4 and “Discover Wild Foods” on August 11. For more information about
upcoming programs at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Oasis to Continue
‘No Perfect People’

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com last Sunday
launched a new series entitled “No
Perfect People Allowed at Oasis
Church” that will continue over the
next five weeks.

The concept behind this theme is
that Oasis Church is “an imperfect
church for imperfect people seek-
ing a perfect God,” and that being
an imperfect person is not a bad
thing.

Services are held on Sundays at
11 a.m. at 1180 Spruce Drive in
Mountainside. David Butler is lead
pastor. For more information, ac-
cess Oasis-Church-NJ.com or call
Pastor Butler at (732) 406-7821.


