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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Listening Carefully to Citizens Is
Not a Freeholder Trademark

We Have Politicians Going Crazy In
Washington Spending Our Money

Anti-Cell-Tower Website;
Who Are These People?

Tennis Court Usage Should Be More
Equitable For Westfield Taxpayers

Contrary to Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski’s assertion (letter to the editor,
July 15), it has not been my experience
that Union County Freeholders “listen
carefully” to citizens — and her letter
proves the point. In it she appears puzzled
at the offense taken by Jim Buettner for
being thanked by her as he exited a recent
Freeholder meeting during her closing
comments.

I was there. Freeholder Kowalski in-
terrupted her prepared remarks with these
exact words (phonetically): “Thank you
Mr. But-ner; I appreciate your attention”
(delivered in a sarcastic whine one sel-
dom hears outside of a middle-school
lunchroom) — and then, after a brief
back-and-forth (wherein Mr. Buettner
objected to and Freeholder Chairman
Sullivan condoned Ms. Kowalski’s taunt),

resumed listing county activities that ev-
eryone in that room, which consisted
mostly of county employees, would have
already known about.

Mr. Buettner has spoken at Freeholder
meetings about 50 times over the last
two years and each time he has an-
nounced himself and pronounced his
name “Bit-ner.” Either Freeholder
Kowalski chose to embarrass Mr.
Buettner by mangling his last name or
else she listens carefully only up to the
first name of the speaker and, if it isn’t
“Charlotte,” tunes out.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Editor’s note: Mr. Bury refers to Union
County Democrat Party Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo.

I am trying to figure out what our
politicians in Washington are doing!

We have a huge deficit, but they are
still finding money for their own areas.
There was no money for the seniors to
receive a COLA increase for Social Se-
curity this year, but our politicians still
received the automatic raises they give
themselves every year. The one year when
voters pressured them not to take the
raise, some politicians did not take their
raise — but gave it to charity. The money
did not stay in the “pot,” but they were
still able to take a deduction on their
income tax.

I heard recently that, besides giving
themselves raises, they found $38 mil-
lion to give raises to their staffs along
with a nice bonus. Staff salaries start at

$38,000 and up. I understand that Presi-
dent Obama is now receiving $400,000.

At one time shortly after taking office,
the President said his staff members mak-
ing over $250,000 would not get raises –
did that ever happen? If so, then why is he
taking a raise when our economy is so bad
and we are all struggling to make ends
meet?

We have politicians going crazy in
Washington spending our money while
many of us are out of work and waiting
for things to get better! I don’t see this
happening while they spend millions of
dollars for their own needs. Where are
they finding this money?

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

After reading Mrs. Costello’s letter
(July 8) and the two responses (July 15)
thereto, I am very interested in knowing
where Ms. Mouckas obtained the infor-
mation that “the proposed cell tower at
Willow Grove Swim Club will do noth-
ing to improve cell phone service in or
around my home.”

Mr. Spera wants to know why some-
one would write a letter “expressing her
distain [sic] for people placing signs on
their lawns expressing their disapproval
of the planned cell tower.”

I have reread Mrs. Costello’s letter.
Her comments are directed toward the

folks who see fit to threaten, e-mail, ac-
cost and distribute propaganda anony-
mously. She does not refute your right to
free speech. Her opening paragraph is
proof of that.

The information on the signs referred
to direct people to a website. The last time
that website was updated was over three
years ago. It has nobody’s name attached
to it; nor is there any “contact” informa-
tion. Who are these people, and why
wouldn’t they want their name associated
with their opinions?

Rona Goldberg
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Bruce Kaufmann, Westfield recreation
director and copied to this newspaper.

*****
My husband and I had an unpleasant

experience on the tennis courts at
Tamaques Park on Monday morning, July
5. We arrived at approximately 8:50 a.m.
and took our places on the court farthest
from the parking lot. Right before we
were about to take our first strokes, a
gentleman named Don approached and
told us some bad news. He had the four
far courts reserved for a recreation de-
partment-sponsored tennis program.

He indicated that his program is for
young children and is being held Mon-
days through Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. from now until sometime in August.
We were being bumped from playing
tennis on municipal courts on the morn-
ing of a holiday weekend.

I have since looked at the tennis sec-
tion of the recreation department pro-
gram guide. The program we were told
about is not listed on the calendar. In
addition, Memorial Park is listed as hav-
ing six courts. In fact, there are three
usable courts, two without nets and one
with a net whose surface is too uneven to
safely use for tennis.

The program guide also mentions that
the courts are available on a first-come,
first-serve basis. We arrived before 9

a.m. and were not able to play on the
open court. If the recreation department
wants to monopolize courts for long
periods of time for young children, it
seems to me that the courts at Memorial
Park are the more logical choice. They
are close to the pool for cooling off, and
beginners don’t need a net to learn the
fundamentals of eye-hand coordination
– hitting the ball.

As you are well aware, Tamaques Park
has the best public tennis courts in town.
In my opinion, it is not right that the
recreation department takes those away
from the tennis playing public to give
them to children who are just beginning
and will not appreciate the difference.

It is very nice that this town has a
private tennis club with many courts, but
unfortunately not everyone can be a mem-
ber. There is a significant waiting list. In
the meantime, the rest of us should have
a fair opportunity to play on the best
public courts in town, especially on a
holiday weekend.

I did call your office to discuss this
with you and, to date, you have not re-
turned the phone call. I sincerely hope
that you will change the policy for court
usage to make it more equitable for the
taxpayers of this town.

Ellen Rogers
Westfield

That’s A Wrap
An NYU student film was recently

shot in the Town of Westfield, titled Set
in Grey Matter.

The SIGM crew would like to thank
the following establishments for their
very generous in-kind donations towards
the film’s craft services department:
Mario’s Italian Deli, Hershey’s Subs Deli
and Catering and The Bagel Chateau.

The film shoot was a great success, and
we are very grateful for all of the local
support. For updates on the film’s
progress, please visit the director’s
website at: loganleelamson.com.

Emellie O’Brien
Producer

Set in Grey Matter

Union County’s
Wellness Program

Receives Clarification
Editor’s Note: The following Union

County letter was copied to this newspa-
per to address confusion over the Wellness
program.

*****
To Sebastian D’Elia, Union County

Director of Public Information: We see
the article in The [Westfield] Leader about
the Bergen Wellness Program coming to
UC. Unfortunately, the quote attributed
to Frank Guzzo (human services direc-
tor) is wrong, and the Bergen people have
since clarified for us. Frank tried to ex-
plain it in his memo to the board, but there
was some confusion. We should issue a
clarification, since folks will be happy to
learn that there is no registration fee.
There is absolutely no cost to the con-
sumer. The $1 is generated by the dis-
count from the prescription program and
is shared equally by Bergen and Union
Counties (.50 each per prescription filled
under this program).

Karen Dinsmore
Assistant Director

UC Department of Human Services

Freeholders Listening Couldn’t
Be Further From the Truth

In her letter published last week, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski states she
welcomes input from the public at Free-
holder meetings. “Freeholders listen care-
fully and respond with as much informa-
tion as is available.”

This couldn’t be further from the truth.
Citizens who ask questions regarding how
our tax dollars are being spent, as well as
question how the peoples’ business is
being conducted are routinely disre-
spected by Freeholders and county em-
ployees including the county’s spokes-
person, Sebastian D’Elia, who has taken
up a letter-writing campaign in this news-
paper against citizens who dare to have a
negative view of county government.

Kowalski didn’t thank county resident
Jim Buettner for his attention, as she
claims in her letter; she made a snide
remark as he exited a meeting. It was
done in a condescending, confrontational
manner; in fact, it was against the county’s
own standards of Roberts Rules of Order
which citizens are strictly held to and
Freeholders and county employees ig-
nore routinely when harassing citizens.

Mr. Buettner responded to Kowalski’s
harassment and was escorted out of the
meeting by county police, even though he
was leaving anyway! Kowalski just
smiled while this was going on.

Kowalski has never answered any ques-
tioned regarding how tax dollars are spent
at any meeting I have ever attended or
watched. I believe she isn’t capable of
doing so.

Her letter does not answer the question
Jim Buettner posted that evening and
wasn’t given a response to. Instead,
Kowalski attempts to distract from seri-
ous discussion and goes on a boring rant
about fluff county services such as con-
certs, movies, horseback riding, archery
and fireworks — services that take up
less than 1 percent of the almost half a
billion-dollar county budget.

Censorship is un-American wrote
D’Elia in his letter, however, he unsuc-
cessfully sued me and a fellow blogger of
county government in an attempt to si-
lence us. The freeholders were forced to
read an apology for banning free speech
at a meeting last August to avoid a lawsuit
by the NJ ACLU.

Kowalski and D’Elia are perfect repre-
sentatives of the arrogant, deceitful and
out-of-control Union County government.
I hope they keep writing and you keep
reading.

Tina Renna
President

Union County Watchdog Association

Is The N.J. Supreme Court
Creating a Tower of ‘Babble’?

In a bizarre 4-3 ruling on June 12 (State v. German
Marquez), the New Jersey State Supreme Court has
determined that a person pulled over for driving
while intoxicated in Plainfield in 2007 should have
been read instructions in their native tongue of the
penalties associated with refusing to submit to the
state-mandated Breathalyzer test for motorists sus-
pected of drunk driving. Yet, the four justices upheld
the Appellate Court’s decision that the motorist was
correctly convicted of DWI.

Ruling in the majority were Justice Barry Albin,
who wrote the decision, and Justices Virginia Long,
John E. Wallace, Jr.; and Chief Justice Stuart Rabner.
Voting against the decision were Justices Jaynee
LaVecchia, Roberto Rivera-Soto and Helen Hoens.
Governor Chris Christie has not reappointed Justice
Wallace due to what the Governor said was the
court’s legislating from the bench. Justice Wallace
certainly did not help his cause in this ruling.

By operating a motor vehicle in New Jersey it is
implied that the driver has consented to a DWI
Brealthyzer test under the “implied consent” statute.

The Supreme Court focused on what the word
“inform” means in the law. The court said the indi-
vidual in this case spoke Spanish and, thus, could not
have been expected to understand English. They also
noted the state’s Motor Vehicle Commission has
now posted on their website statements to be played
by police for persons being administered Breathalyzer
tests in 10 languages — Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Japanese, Korean, Polish, Russian, Portu-
guese and Spanish. In addition, the state’s written
driver’s examination has also been available in mul-
tiple languages.

But there are 6,909 known languages on the planet

today. Are we to throw out cases because an indi-
vidual speaks a dialect that New Jersey does not offer
– or stumbles with the proper translation to “inform”
a defendant? In our opinion, New Jersey needs to
apply one legal language in New Jersey – English.

Expanding our laws to cover all language barriers
was not likely what lawmakers intended when they
authored our DWI laws. Their focus was to get
motorists off the road that pose a public safety threat
to others; it was not to ensure that someone who
chooses not to learn, or at least understand, English
receives the proper dialect they can understand.

At least the court noted, properly, that a DWI-
impaired person couldn’t use as a defense that they
were too drunk to understand their Miranda Rights.

The court’s decision, if  left to stand, could result
in a huge caseload of persons seeking to overturn
their convictions on the Breathalyzer tests, claiming
they spoke “limited English” at the time of their
convictions.

Driving is a privilege, it is not a right guaranteed by
the Constitution. Let’s focus on getting drunk driv-
ers off our roadway by making English the official
language of New Jersey’s courts.

New Jersey is a state that prides itself because
judges are appointed, not elected as many other
states do. Not surprisingly, lawyers and judges love
this system.

But the public is starting to wonder. Maybe it is
time to have elected judges in hopes of bringing an
end to nonsense such as this suxch ruling.

With one common language, many things could
improve while keeping society from being mired
down by a Tower of Babel created by the court’s
towering babble.

Court Orders Release
Of Former Garwood
Police Officer Video

In a 25-page opinion issued on July 13,
Union County Superior Court Judge
Kathryn A. Brock ruled that while I am
not entitled to a police surveillance video
under the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA), I am entitled to it under the
common law right of access. At issue in
the case is a surveillance video that shows
former Garwood Police Officer Gennaro
Mirabella trespassing after hours in
Garwood Borough’s offices.

Background on this case is available at
my blog entry on-line:
njopengovt.blogspot.com/2010/06/an-
other-interesting-hearing-injudge.html.

Judge Brock held “that the public in-
terest in viewing the actions of the police
officer which caused the Borough to is-
sue a complaint against him for trespass-
ing in that office, in context of how the
borough ultimately dealt with his con-
duct substantially outweighs the concerns
raised by the borough about the effect of
the disclosure on the security of the clerk’s
office.” Judge Brock ordered Garwood
Borough to give me the requested sur-
veillance video within 45 days. She also
asked for briefs from both sides in order
to determine whether my lawyer, Rich-
ard Gutman of Montclair, is entitled to
have his attorney fees paid by the bor-
ough.

Her order and opinion are on-line:
o g t f . l p c n j . o r g / 2 0 1 0 8 5 P Z / /
GarwoodOpinion.pdf. All the filings in
the court, including Judge Brock’s order
and opinion, are on-line: ogtf.lpcnj.org/
201085PZ//GarwoodCase.pdf.

John Paff
Somerset

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Quaich – A shallow cup or drinking

vessel
2. Laminiferous – Consisting of layers
3. Zoopraxiscope – An early kind of

moving-picture projector
4. Ophiolatry – The worship of snakes

PLEUROSTEON
1. The lateral element of a bird’s ster-

num which joins onto the ribs
2. An extinct marine reptilian animal

having had a long neck, paddlelike limbs
and a length of 15 to 20 feet long

3. An air sac in the lungs of any animal
4. A thin, serous membrane which

covers the inside of the thorax
LIMU

1. Rust-colored
2. Full of life; very lively
3. Hawaiian seaweed
4. A sperm whale

PLIOFILM
1. A plastic coating used to protect

furniture
2. The meniscus or curved upper sur-

face of water
3. A waterproof, transparent rubber

sheeting used for raincoats
4. The protective, transparent mem-

brane surrounding the eyes
URSON

1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to the urinary tract
3. The Canada porcupine
4. Of or characteristic of a bear

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

POST DAILY BRIEFS AT GOLEADER.COM/NEWS

Invitation to Office Seekers
While many residents are on vacation at this time,

campaigns are gearing up at this moment for a big
election push in the fall. There are many important
issues locally, county, state and federal. Our Democ-
racy is strengthened by free and open communica-
tion.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times invite all office seekers to write each
week of your views to our readers. We will publish
them. This invitation extends as well to those cur-
rently holding elected positions.

Please discuss the issues and refrain from attack-

ing your opponents. Please use letter style with
about 300 words, first person — not as from a
surrogate. Photographs are welcome.

We also invite all candidates to meet with our
editorial board, and we offer to videotape your
interview for the public to see on the Internet.

The public is invited to ask questions of officials
and candidates. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) , will be
visiting with the newspaper during the first week of
August.

Please e-mail your questions to
editor@goleader.com.


