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WATER WORKS...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, third from
right, congratulates members of the Rahway Water Champions on their efforts
in water conservation. The students presented their audit and cost/analyses of
water usage at Rahway High School to federal and state environmental officials,
executives from American Standard and county officials. The students believe the
school could reduce its water use by two-thirds through water-saving plumbing
upgrades. Pictured are Rahway High School students, from left to right, Emera
De Los Santos, Jennifer Matos, Paloma Ferreyrn, Moreen Famosa and Jamie
Pierre.
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TRENTON – Last week, Gover-
nor Chris Christie signed executive
order no. 33, establishing the county
prosecutor study commission to ex-
amine the feasibility of modifying
the state’s county prosecutor system
towards greater efficiency and sav-
ings for taxpayers. Last month, the
Governor met with leaders of the
state’s 21 counties to get input and
discuss their proposals to change how
the county prosecutor system oper-
ates, including the possibility of plac-
ing county prosecutors within the
Attorney General’s Office.

“At a time of limited resources, we
must ensure governments at every level
function as efficiently and effectively
as possible,” Governor Christie said.
“Through this study commission, I
am directing Attorney General Paula
Dow to conduct a thorough review of
the current system governing the
county prosecutor’s offices and to de-
termine whether efficiencies, cost sav-
ings and a more equitable allocation
of resources can be achieved.”

County prosecutors are appointed
by the Governor and are supervised by
the Attorney General. According to a
spokesman for the Governor, county
prosecutor’s offices often have their
own operating structure, resulting in
inefficiencies, administrative redun-
dancies, caseload discrepancies and
inconsistent salary compensation.

“During these hard economic times,
all areas of government, including
law enforcement, must look for ways
to operate with maximum efficiency
without compromising public safety,”
Ms. Dow said. “I look forward to
working with county officials
throughout the state, my director of
the Division of Criminal Justice and
the county prosecutors to explore this
important and challenging issue.”

The study commission will exam-
ine the concerns raised by county
officials and provide recommenda-
tions to the governor on a number of
issues, including: viability of a total
or partial state takeover of the county
prosecutor’s offices; potential areas
of waste, redundancy and inefficien-
cies;  alternatives to a state takeover
that can achieve cost savings and
efficiencies, including regional con-
solidation and shared services, and
whether the current funding mecha-
nisms are appropriate, including vi-
ability of the County Prosecutor Fund-
ing Initiative Pilot Program.

The Attorney General will chair
the study commission, which will be
comprised of state Treasurer Andrew
Sidamon-Eristoff, Essex County Ex-
ecutive Joseph DiVincenzo, Jr., Mor-
ris County Administrator John
Bonanni, Atlantic County Executive
Dennis Levinson, Hudson County
Executive Thomas DeGise, Mercer
County Executive Brian Hughes,
Burlington County Prosecutor Rob-
ert Bernardi, Union County Prosecu-
tor Ted Romankow and Passaic
County Prosecutor Camelia Valdes,
Also serving on the commission will
be Stephen Taylor, director of the
Division of Criminal Justice; Patrick
Hobbs, dean of the Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law, and former
Attorney General Cary Edwards.

The commission will issue its final
report to Governor Christie no later
than Wednesday, December 15, and
will serve without compensation.

DNC’s Grassroots Group
Comments on Fin. Reforms
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Organiz-

ing for America-New Jersey State
Director Samantha Gordon released
the following statement on the U.S.
Senate’s passage of Wall Street Re-
form:

“With [the] historic passage of Wall
Street reform, the U.S. Senate and
Congressional Democrats voted to put
Main Street before Wall Street and
ensured that Americans will be pro-
tected from future economic disasters
similar to the one that nearly saw the
collapse of our economy less than two
years ago. Thanks to the vision and
courage of President [Barack] Obama
and Congressional Democrats, Wall
Street will now be held accountable
for their actions, and there will be
greater protections for American fami-
lies, small businesses, community
banks and shareholders.

“The passage of Wall Street Re-
form means that another essential
element of America’s economic re-
covery is now in place. President
Obama and Congressional Democrats
vowed to protect the interests of the
American people, and with this bill,
they have done just that. By over-
coming the opposition of the big
banks and their Republican allies,

Congressional Democrats have stood
up and said, unequivocally, that the
status quo is no longer acceptable.

“The significance of this bill can-
not be understated. President Obama
and Congressional Democrats have
not only passed the most significant
and meaningful Wall Street Reform
since the 1930’s, but they have ush-
ered in a new era of accountability
and responsibility that will protect
American families from Wall Street’s
risky and irresponsible practices.
While there is still more work to do to
ensure our country’s recovery is sus-
tained, I am proud to join the people
of New Jersey in applauding Presi-
dent Obama and Congressional
Democrats for passing such an im-
portant and momentous bill.”

Organizing for America (OFA) is a
grassroots project of the Democratic
National Committee. OFA’s network
of volunteers and staff is actively
working in all 50 states to promote
the President’s proposals “to
strengthen America’s middle class
by creating jobs, passing health in-
surance reform, building a clean en-
ergy economy, improving education,
and reining in the excesses of Wall
Street.”

KemperSports, County
Announce Partnership

KENILWORTH – KemperSports,
the Union County Freeholders, Union
County Golf Properties and
TaylorMade Golf have agreed to trans-
form The Learning Center at Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course, a full-service
driving range, practice facility and
learning center located in Kenilworth
into a TaylorMade Performance Lab.

The lab will be the seventh such
location in the country. The focal point
of the transformation will be a 3,000-
square-foot clubhouse that will house
the lab, golf shop and grill room. A
commemoration ceremony for the
public will take place on Friday, July
30.

The Union County Freeholder
Board recently announced that the
club’s new 40,000-square-foot club-
house will be the official home of the
New Jersey State Golf Association.
The clubhouse, which will be equipped
with a 300-person banquet facility,
conference center, golf shop, bar and
grill, private dining room and an out-
door terrace overlooking the golf
course, is on schedule to be completed
at the start of the 2012 golf season.

The county golf courses are man-
aged by Northbrook, Ill.-based
KemperSports since 2009.

The Learning Center at Galloping
Hill is a practice facility that includes
50 driving-range stalls (32 heated and

covered), a 40,000-square-foot prac-
tice area with putting greens, chipping
areas and bunkers. In addition, there is
a nine-hole practice course named
“The Learning Center Nine.” The par
33 layout offers 2,400 yards –  useful
for beginners to master the game.

KemperSports Chief Executive Of-
ficer Steve Skinner said, “The custom-
ers of The Learning Center at Gallop-
ing Hill will benefit by TaylorMade’s
innovative model of personalized club
fitting and instruction.”

On Friday, July 30, TaylorMade
will commemorate this partnership
by conducting a Demo Day at The
Learning Center, located at 1 Golf
Drive, Kenilworth. This event will
consist of skills competitions for long
drive, chipping and putting, with the
winners taking home TaylorMade
Golf equipment. The event runs from
2 to 5 p.m. Range balls will be com-
plimentary during the event, and the
winners will be announced at 5 p.m.

KemperSports operates golf facili-
ties as well as athletic clubs, lodging
venues and major sporting events.
For more information, visit
kempersports.com.

State Assembly Forms
Life Sciences Panel

TRENTON – Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver and Assembly Major-
ity Leader Joseph Cryan have an-
nounced the formation of the biparti-
san Assembly Task force on Life Sci-
ences to identify ways to attract, en-
courage and support the life sciences
industry in New Jersey.

The task force will identify ways in
which New Jersey can retain and at-
tract new life science industry to spur
growth and create jobs across the state.
It would also identify and examine the
barriers to life science growth in New
Jersey and examine the successful pro-
grams in other states that are encour-
aging growth and attracting life sci-
ences companies to see if there are
financial, tax and regulatory incen-
tives that New Jersey should be ex-
ploring. The task force will include six
Democratic legislators including
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Union).
Republican appointments are expected
to be announced soon.

 “Having a dedicated focus on New
Jersey’s life sciences industry – from
our research universities to our
biopharmaceutical and medical tech-
nology companies – shows a strong
commitment to supporting an enterprise
that could be the envy of the world,” said
Dr. Kathleen Scotto, vice-president for
Research at the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey.

DeCroce: State Must
Cap ‘Super’ Salaries
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) said this week that Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s plan to cap the
salary structure of school superinten-
dents, based on the student enrollment
in their district, is another area of edu-
cation reform that needs to be addressed
immediately in order to provide relief
to taxpayers and control spending.

“Without question, many superin-
tendents’ salaries are out of touch with
reality,” Mr. DeCroce said. “The top
priority of educational funding should
be focused on the needs of students,
not administrators.”

The governor has said $10 million
could be saved by his
plan.Superintendents’ salaries have in-
creased nearly 46 percent since 2001
at a cost of nearly $100 million to New
Jersey taxpayers. The Governor’s pro-
posal would cap a superintendent’s
salary based on enrollment, with an
additional $5,000 allocated for each
additional district served by the same
superintendent. School boards would
not be permitted to increase the base
pay beyond these caps.

GW BOE Discusses Goals
For 2010-2011 School Year

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Garwood Board
of Education (BOE) held its annual
goal-setting meeting Tuesday to dis-
cuss objectives for both the district
and the BOE for the 2010-2011 school
year. Following the goal-setting meet-
ing was the regular meeting of the
BOE.

With the assistance of Gwen
Thornton, New Jersey School Boards
Association field service representa-
tive of Union County, the BOE devel-
oped a plan to improve student
achievement for the next school year.

The board has determined that dis-
trict goals include continuing the de-
velopment of writing skills; monitor-
ing the math program to determine
whether the Everyday Math program
numbers improve; infusing technol-
ogy to improve student learning, spe-
cifically utilizing SMART Board
technology, and planning for the use
of Washington School as a self-sus-
taining early childhood education
center for the 2011-2012 school year.

“It’s important not to lose focus on
what we’re here for [as a board of
education],”Ms. Thornton said. “To
be better able to improve instruction,
teaching and learning so that the stu-
dents are better off than they were
before.”

Ms. Thornton said New Jersey has
seen the most significant drop in rev-
enue from income tax and sales tax in
recorded state history, and that the
BOE should not expect to receive
more financial aid next year than it
did this year.

In preparation for next year’s bud-
get development, the BOE agreed
that the board’s goals include reach-
ing out to community members to
recruit volunteer involvement in the
school system; expanding training
for board members in finance and
budget development, and continuing
to develop more alternative sources
of revenue and cost-saving initiatives.

“I guess we have to look outside
the box,” said Superintendent of

Schools Teresa Quigley, discussing
alternative options for revenue, such
as the Toms River school district’s
revenue-generating school eatery,
Café@1144.

“Strap on your seat belts; put your
crash helmets on,” Ms. Thornton said.
“It’s going to be a challenge.”

Utilizing the list of goals as guide-
lines for the school year, Ms. Quigley
will create an action plan for achiev-
ing these goals, which will then be
presented and adopted at the next
BOE meeting, scheduled for Tues-
day, August 17.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Ms. Quigley noted that the
$25 per-student middle-school sports-
activity fee will remain in place for
the upcoming school year, and the
price of student lunches will not be
raised. She also said that, as man-
dated by law, schools will no longer
execute two fire drills per month;
instead, they will execute one fire
drill, and one lock-down drill in the
event of a terrorist attack or a school
shooting incident.

The board approved a resolution to
submit a waiver application to the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion to permit the credentialing of
substitutes before the notification of
criminal history review is received,
supposedly, said Board Attorney John
Geppert, to fast track the application
process.

The BOE voted to approve a reso-
lution to participate in the Union
County Improvement Authority’s
Series 2010 Local Unit Renewable
Energy Program, which attaches so-
lar panels to the roofs of the schools
“to expand the use of renewable en-
ergy sources available” and “to re-
duce the energy related operating
cost,” scheduled at no cost to the
school. Passing the resolution is the
next step in attaining the solar panels;
however, it is not guaranteed that the
district will be chosen for the pro-
gram.

The BOE’s next scheduled meet-
ing is Tuesday, August 17. Meetings
begin at 7:30 p.m. and are held in the
all-purpose room at Lincoln School,
located at 400 Second Avenue.

GOP to Wisniewski:
What Were You Thinking?

TRENTON – New Jersey Republi-
can State Committee spokesperson
Nicolle Gallo released the following
statement regarding New Jersey
Democratic State Committee Chair-
man John Wisniewski’s “no” vote on
property tax reform:

“Chairman John Wisniewski must
have been a little confused when he
voted ‘no’ to property tax relief. On a
day when New Jersey passed historic
reform for all New Jersey taxpayers
that have been burdened by the high-
est property taxes in the nation, Chair-
man Wisniewski voted ‘no’ to his
own bill that he was the primary
sponsor of. Instead of putting the
needs of New Jerseyans front and
center, Chairman Wisniewski would
rather throw hollow support behind a
bill he doesn’t even back.

“As our state suffers from 70-percent
jolts in property taxes and out-of-con-
trol tax increases, Trenton Democrats,
like Chairman Wisniewski, should stop
the empty promises and stick to being
truthful to the residents of our state by
giving the relief they said they’d stand
behind. This leaves us to scratch our
heads and wonder ‘What were you
thinking, Chairman?’”


