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  www.themathtutors.com 
 

High School Math 
SAT & AP Prep 
College Math  

The Math Tutors 
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“Dust Free
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201-955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281
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At the time Proposition 2 ½ passed,
then-Governor Michael Dukakis
agreed to send back roughly 40 per-
cent of the state revenue to cities and
towns to offset the shortfall in rev-
enues felt by towns per the new cap
law.

“At the time, maybe the state bud-
get was $4 or $5 billion. Today, the
state budget’s at $28 billion,” he said.
Today, around 25 percent of state
revenues are returned to cities and
towns. “So, in large percent numbers,
they’ve starved us. They turned us
into basically slaved state distribu-
tion,” Mayor Knapik said, explaining
that towns have “no ability to raise
enough revenue to keep up with ex-
penses,” which has “devastated our
ability” to address the capital needs
of the city’s infrastructure.

One area that was hit hard since the
2.5-percent cap became law was the
Westfield, Mass. city highway de-
partment. In the last 30 years, the
number of employees in the depart-
ment has dropped from 70 to 11,
while the number of road miles the
city is responsible for has increased
from 170 to 250.

“That’s really the legacy of Prop
2½ in city government,” he said. The
state also passed “universal health
care” but, he said, did not properly
fund the initiative. “So, that’s opened
a billion-dollar hole in their budget,
and they are scrambling for ways to
fund it. Now, clearly, what [they] are
going to do is pick on [their] little
brother and sister, which is your cit-
ies and towns.”

The mayor said state school aid to
his town in recent years had been $39
million. This year, that number was
slashed $633,000. Four years ago,
the city received $41 million in state
aid. The council chopped $860,000
on top of the state aid cut to Westfield’s
public schools.

“With every downturn, they dig
deeper into your local aid contribu-
tion, and it never, ever comes back up
at a rate we can hire back effectively,”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield, Mass. Mayor

FROM FRANCE TO AFGHANISTAN...In a photo taken at last year’s 65th D-
Day anniversary and observances, then-Staff Sergeant Tim Henshall, left, of a
New Jersey-based Army Reserve unit stands with a fellow paratrooper and two
American citizens following a re-enactment parachute jump on Iron Mike Drop
Zone just outside the village of Sainte-Mère-Église, France, commemorating the
June 6, 1944 invasion of Normandy during World War II. A former Westfield
resident and 1978 alumnus of Westfield High School, Sergeant First Class
Henshall currently is serving as a Civil Affairs Team Chief and Pashto language
linguist on a tour of duty in the mountains of Southeastern Afghanistan as part
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Courtesy of Elizabeth Marrosu
CLEANUP...Rotarians and other friends of the Aunt Betty Frazee Project, who
are committed to restoring Scotch Plains’ Revolutionary period farmstead,
maintain the house and grounds. Paul Malool, right, husband of Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool, lends a hand beside Rotarians Dan Marrosu and Andy
Calamaras.  Rotarians Kiran Dhaliwal, Janet Strunk and Blanchard Hiatt also
worked the clean-up effort, which has now enabled the shed to be removed. For
more information and to assist, see frazeehouse.org.

RVSA Sees Rising Charges
In 2011 Sewer Assessments

County) New Jersey. The idea for the
show was based on an auction bro-
chure, which is on display in the
Fanwood Museum.

Local residents interested in trac-
ing the origins of their residential
land will be able to speak with re-
gional historians. They will also be
able to make arrangements to see
detailed, local maps going back to
the 1860’s. This program will be of
special interest to residents of the
Brunner School area on Westfield
Road. Information about the previ-
ous landowners and tenant farmers
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING GOOD CONTACT…Park Beverage slugger Marty Marks makes
contact with the ball and thumps an RBI triple in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League game with Scared Hitless at Jerseyland Field on July 18. Park Beverage
won 23-8.

he said, noting that his city’s tax
assessor’s office has gone from a
staff of 10 some two decades ago to
four staffers today.

He predicted that “times will be
significantly different” in New Jer-
sey, with the new 2-percent cap in
place. “There will be mass layoffs,”
the mayor warned.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners heard a report from
its auditors at its meeting last Thurs-
day.

Auditor Robert Butvilla, of Suplee
Clooney & Co., described the audit
as “nice and neat.” He said, “Bob
(Materna) does a very good job put-
ting this together.”

Westfield’s commissioner, Allen
Chin, said $4.2 million was given
back to member municipalities this
year to help reduce assessments. Mr.
Materna said he “can’t imagine a
similar giveback in 2011.”

The Star-Ledger on Tuesday re-
ported that the auditor anticipates
towns will see a 17-percent hike in
sewer rates next year, as there is only
$500,000 left in RVSA’s surplus.

Mr. Materna said RVSA’s annual
budget is made up of approximately
$14.1 million in operating expenses
and $13.8 million in debt service.

In other business, RVSA’s roof
contract, which was a rebid, was for
a new roof on the RVSA’s office

building. The winning bidder was
Integrity Roofing, Inc. of Rahway.
Their bid was more than $100,000
lower than the next closest bid.

Insurance contracts were approved
to New Jersey Manufacturer’s Insur-
ance Co. for worker’s compensation
and to Business and Government In-
surance Agency for liability and prop-
erty coverage. The total costs for the
insurance are slightly in excess of
$362,000.

An unusual maneuver was executed
at the meeting, with Clark Commis-
sioner Frank Mazzarella asking for
Cipolla and Company’s bills to be
separated from the authority’s other
bills. Current billings were approved,
but Mr. Mazzarella said he wanted
the charges from the forensic accoun-
tant separate, with the understanding
that greater detail was needed on his
billing.

The meeting concluded with a long
executive (closed) session.

Closed- session topics included dis-
cussion of a replacement executive
director and the authority’s lawsuits
related to the dysfunctional $70 mil-
lion cogeneration project.

who worked the land around present-
day Waldon Road, Tillotsen Road,
Lois Place and Linda Lane is in-
cluded in the video. Information about
the land along Jerusalem Road and
Mountain Avenue is included as well.

The Forest Road Park building is
air conditioned. There will be no ad-
mission charge, and parking also will
be free. Fanwood TV is available on
Verizon Channel 24 and on Comcast
Cable Channel 35. For further infor-
mation, residents can call producer
George Weiss of Fanwood Televi-
sion at (908) 322-2373.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARMER’S MARKET...Fresh produce is available Saturdays at area farmers
markets, including Scotch Plains on Park Avenue by the Municipal Building and
Westfield at the South Avenue Train Station. Pictured above, baskets of fresh
peaches are for sale in Westfield.

Former WF Cop Alleges
Police Dept. Mismanagement

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
police officer and town resident Greg
Kasko read a prepared statement to
the mayor and council at Tuesday
night’s Westfield Council meeting,
urging the council to make hearings
on the employment of a current
Westfield Police officer public.

According to Mr. Kasko, the of-
ficer, whom he did not name, asked to
make the hearing public but that the
town denied the request. He went on
to say that the “officer’s claims in-
volve the credibility of ranking offic-
ers and their ability to bypass union
rules and regulations.”

Mr. Kasko also said that in 2005
the Institute for Forensic Psychology
evaluated candidates for promotion
within the police department, and he
alleged that a “specific candidate not

be recommended for promotion” and
while he did not name the individual,
he alleges that the report was ig-
nored. He added that there is “abuse
of the rules” in regards to promotions
and alleges that there have been “se-
cret pay raises to those favored by
management.”

He said that the employee’s hear-
ings will continue on Friday, August
20, when Chief John Parizeau is
scheduled to testify, and he asked that
the council “open a window into the
abusive practices inside the Westfield
Police Department” by making the
hearing open to the public.

In other business, the council in-
troduced on first reading an ordi-
nance to approve the wages for the
Teamsters. The new contract has a
zero-percent pay raise for all em-
ployees for 2010 and sets new hourly
wages and salaries for 2011.

this year and is about a third of the
way completed, with visible work
being done at both ends of the bridge.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney met
with the council at its conference
meeting Tuesday evening and clari-
fied that the township will not con-
trol the timing of the lights along
the Park Avenue corridor. Mayor
Nancy Malool said it would be op-
timal to have better synchroniza-
tion of traffic lights along that thor-
oughfare, “to lessen the traffic back-
ups.”

Township Manager Chris Marion
said the topic would be addressed
during a forthcoming meeting with
engineering officials from Union
County, which controls the traffic
signals on Park Avenue.

Mr. Marion said at the regular meet-
ing that the township has not yet
received a final tax rate from the
county tax board, meaning the issu-
ance of tax bills will be delayed next
month. As a result, the grace period
for the August 1 payment is being
extended.

The council also awarded a con-
tract of nearly $350,000 to Denbar
Construction to provide various heavy
equipment for the 2010 road repair
program.
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