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Fanwood-Scotch Plains
History Takes to Film

Concert Set for Tonight
At Village Green in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2010

concert series will continue tonight,
Thursday, July 22, with a performance
by the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra. The performance will begin at
7:30 p.m. on the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green, located at 430 Park Av-
enue  in Scotch Plains. Attendees are
encouraged to bring blankets or chairs
to enjoy a night of free music.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, founded in 1983 and under the
direction of David Wroe, is viewed
as one of the “cultural jewels” in the
metropolitan area, as well as “the
leading professional freelance or-
chestra in New Jersey,” according to
The Star-Ledger.

The concert series will continue
on Thursday nights through August
19, with the exception of Tuesday,
August 3, in celebration of National
Night Out. For more information
about the concert series, call the
recreation department at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 1223.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THERE BE LIGHT…Christina Miller, a teacher from Basking Ridge, builds
a light bulb as part of a project for teachers at Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains last Thursday. In the background is Andy
McAlpin, a teacher from Camden County. UCVTS and Honeywell hosted the Boot
Camp for middle-school teachers to help educators learn the latest methods for
teaching green initiatives to middle-school students. See story on page 3.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAZZING IT UP...Doug Clarke and the Rutgers Rebels, a jazz quintet, enter-
tained the crowd last Thursday evening at Alan Augustine Village Green as the
township’s annual summer concert series kicked off. The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra is set to perform tonight, July 22, at 7:30 p.m., and the concert series
will feature shows on July 29, August 12 and August 19. The annual National
Night Out program on August 3 will also feature free music.

Mayor Dan Knapik
Westfield, Mass.

Westfield, Mass. Mayor
Comments on Property Tax

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: As part of our cov-
erage of New Jersey’s 2-percent cap
on property tax levies recently passed
by the State Legislature, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times conducted a
phone interview on Friday, July 16,
with Westfield, Mass. Mayor Daniel
Knapik. Massachusetts voters ap-
proved Proposition 2½ in 1980, and
it has been cited as a model upcom-
ing for New Jersey. The
Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil was to meet last night to
discuss Governor Chris
Christie’s proposed “tool
kit” now before the State
Legislature. Union County
and other town govern-
ments in our readership
area, including Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Cranford
and Mountainside, are try-
ing to understand what the
impact may be for them in
the upcoming year and be-
yond. We thank the mayor of Westfield,
Mass. and his staff for their assis-
tance with this article.

Westfield, Mass. is a municipality
of 42,000 residents, located at the
foot of the Berkshire Mountains in
Western Massachusetts, seven miles
west of Springfield, Mass. The city,
governed by a full-time mayor and
13-member council, has a budget of
$117 million, which includes the pub-
lic schools system, water, sewer and
ambulance services. Unlike New Jer-
sey, where school boards are separate
from municipal government,
Westfield, Mass.’s school budget is
prepared by its superintendent, and
then sent to the town’s seven-mem-
ber elected school committee for re-
view and then on to the city council
for final approval. The mayor chairs
the school committee.

Mayor Knapik said property taxes
in his town average $3,500 to $3,800
for residential properties, as 84 per-
cent of taxes are paid by industrial-
and commercial-property owners.

“We have great (property) valua-
tions throughout the state,” he said,
noting that a decade ago, a house in
Westfield, Mass. assessed at $120,000
would be valued at $300,000 just

outside of Boston (100 miles away).
He said property tax valuations “are

in the tank, so there isn’t any new
property tax growth,” as “there has
been almost no building in the re-
gion” in recent years. The city had
been receiving $4 million from the
state’s excise tax, which has been
reduced to $2.7 million, as car sales
have sputtered.

“The State of Massachusetts’ bud-
get grew expeditiously large in the

last 15 years, and they got
themselves into funding
things that they had never
done before, and they re-
ally didn’t calculate how
it was going to happen
(when the state assumed
county services). When
capital gains took a tank a
few years ago, I think it
blew a $3-billion hole in
the (state) budget,” the
mayor said.

He said requiring health
care for all Massachusetts

residents “wasn’t well thought out,
and now we are really strapped” for
cash. Massachusetts has all but done
away with county government, with
county roads, jails and sheriff’s of-
fices shifted to state government.

Mayor Knapik is serving his first
year as mayor and previously served
eight years on the city council. All
terms are two years in length.

“To a large degree, my chief re-
sponsibility is preparing the budget,
collective bargaining negotiations,
chairing the school committee and
than the day-to-day operations of the
city and signing contracts and pay-
roll,” said Mayor Knapik, noting that,
as the full-time mayor (there is no
town administrator), he is paid
$90,000 plus $5,000 for expenses.
The 13 council members receive
$10,000 each, while school commit-
tee members are paid $5,500. Elec-
tions for the town are on a non-parti-
san basis.

Prior to 1980, the mayor said,
towns’ tax rates were “based on their
expense structure.” “There was no
sense of efficiency, so you would
continue to tax to the point it took to
run your government,” he said.

2000 Archive: Brian Johnson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LONGTIME PRODUCER...George Weiss of Fanwood TV 35 has been produc-
ing community TV for decades. Mr. Weiss is pictured above in August 2000
producing a series when at the time TV35 was shared with Mountainside. A new
history show will debut on Sunday, August 1. See story on this page.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNCIL CONFERENCING...The Scotch Plains township council discussed the possible rezoning of land on North
Avenue at its conference meeting on Tuesday night. Mayor Nancy Malool, center, provides details of the consideration.

SP Council to Look at Rezoning
Of North Avenue Properties

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship planning board’s planner will
be asked to study a proposal to

rezone multiple tracts of land on
North Avenue that would allow a
developer to possibly build a hous-
ing complex.

The township council will refer
the matter to planner Mary Moody
for her input as to whether the pro-
posal is consistent with the
township’s master plan, and why
the land has never been utilized.
The two tracts of land are situated
along the railroad tracks parallel-
ing North Avenue, adjacent to the
Charlie Brown’s restaurant prop-
erty, and are presently zoned as R-
3 residential.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
told the council at its conference
meeting on Tuesday that the un-
named developer is seeking a zon-
ing change to B-1, which would
allow offices and multi-family
dwellings to be built. He said it is
possible that a duplex could be built
on one lot and as many as 13 apart-
ment units containing up to 16 bed-
rooms could be built on the other.

The two parcels flank a small
township-owned tract that contains
a drainage easement. Council-
woman Mary DePaola raised the
possibility of the developer pur-
chasing the township land so the
two private lots could be joined into
one.

Mr. Lehrer said there currently is
a “mishmash” of zones and prop-
erty types between Charlie Brown’s
and Hetfield Avenue, including the

old Gulf gas station, residential
housing, township land and the
empty lots in question.

Ultimately, the planning board
will first discuss a possible zoning
change before making any recom-
mendations to the council, which
must take formal action to change
the zone designation.

FANWOOD – Fanwood Munici-
pal Television will have a special
showing of its newest local history
program on Sunday, August 1, at 2
p.m. in the Forest Road Park build-
ing. The building is air-conditioned.
Admission is free, and ample parking
is available.

The 50-minute show provides an
in-depth look at the largest real estate
auction ever held in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains area. The estate of the
late Warren Ackerman was auctioned
off in July of 1919. A total of 610
acres as well as numerous structures
were up for bid. Warren Ackerman
died in 1896, but his extensive real
estate holdings were not sold until
about 25 years after his passing.

The offering included two major
residential estates on Mountain Av-
enue, 11 farms, seven farm houses
and many private dwellings, as well
as open acreage and timberland.

The expansive estate owned by Dr.
Abraham Coles and his son, Dr. J.

Ackerman Coles was known as
“Deerhurst.” That property was listed
in the auction brochure. The late
Warren Ackerman’s property was also
included. These were both well-
known showplaces of their time.

The entire mid-1800’s Deserted
Village of Feltville was also being
sold. Ackerman bought the Village
for $11,000 and turned the small com-
munity into a summer bungalow
colony, which he called “Glenside
Park.” The Deserted Village still ex-
ists today and can be visited in Union
County’s Watchung Reservation.

Extensive research went into the
production of this program. It reveals
that both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were very definitely “Farm Coun-
try.” To reproduce many of the farm-
ing scenes that once existed here dur-
ing the 1800s and early 1900s, the
producer videotaped much of the foot-
age on-location at the Spring Run
Farm in Pittstown (Hunterdon
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SP Council Introduces Multiple
Ordinances for Action Next Month

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
multiple ordinances, including one
regulating hours of operation at mu-
nicipal parks and fields and two oth-
ers dealing with construction-related
fees and permitted secondary uses in
business zones.

All parks and ballfields will be
open from 8 a.m. until dusk, under
the ordinance, while lighted facilities
such as the southside soccer field will
have their lights turned off no later

than 10 p.m. No one will be permitted
at those facilities during the hours
they are closed.

The second ordinance introduced
at the council’s regular meeting this
week allows the township building
department to charge a $50 adminis-
trative fee to property owners who
have outstanding permits needing to
be closed out. These so-called open
permits result when a homeowner
fails to secure a final inspection for
construction, plumbing or electrical
work that was done via a township-
issued permit.

During earlier discussions, Con-
struction Officer Bob LaCosta told
the council that one way to remove
these open permits from his
department’s files would be during a
smoke detector inspection. When
such an inspection is requested, if
that property is found to have an open
permit, the homeowner would be
charged a fee to have the permit
cleared.

Also included in the same ordi-
nance is a provision calling for a $35
fee for a change of contractor, mean-
ing that the fee would be levied when
a homeowner or other property owner
changes contractors during the pe-
riod of an open permit and the build-
ing department has to adjust its
records to identify the change of con-
tractor.

The third ordinance sets out per-
mitted uses of upper floors in com-
mercial buildings, and allows apart-
ments and offices to be located on
second and third floors but not mixed
together on the same floor.

The council will vote on all three
ordinances at public hearings on Tues-
day, August 17.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution accepting respon-
sibility for the maintenance of traffic
signals along Park Avenue, including
the new ones being planned in con-
nection with the ongoing renovation
of the Park Avenue bridge traversing
Route 22. The project began early
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