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FW TV to Air Show on 1919
Auction of Ackerman Estate
FANWOOD — Fanwood Munici-

pal Television will have a special show-
ing of its newest local history program
on Sunday, August 1 at 2 p.m. in the
Forest Road Park building.

The 50-minute show provides an in-
depth look at the largest real estate
auction ever held in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains area. The estate of the
late Warren Ackerman was auctioned
off in July of 1919. A total of 610 acres
as well as numerous structures were up
for bid. Warren Ackerman died in 1896,
but his extensive real estate holdings
were not sold until about 25 years after
his passing. The offering included two
major residential estates on Mountain
Avenue, 11 farms, seven farm houses,
many private dwellings, as well as open
acreage and timberland. The expansive
estate owned by Dr. Abraham Coles
and his son, Dr. J. Ackerman Coles,
was known as “Deerhurst.”

That property was listed in the auc-
tion brochure. The late Warren
Ackerman’s property was also included.
These were both well-known show-
places of their time. The entire mid-
1800s Deserted Village of Feltville was
also being sold. Mr. Ackerman bought
the Village for $11,000 and turned the
small community into a summer bun-
galow colony, which he called
“Glenside Park.” The Deserted Village
still exists today and can be visited in
Union County’s Watchung Reserva-
tion.

Extensive research went into the pro-

duction of this program. It reveals that
both Fanwood and Scotch Plains were
very definitely “farm country.” To re-
produce many of the farming scenes
that once existed here during the 1800’s
and early 1900’s, the producer video-
taped much of the footage on-location
at the Spring Run Farm in Pittstown
(Hunterdon County) New Jersey. The
idea for the show was based on an
auction brochure, which is on display
in the Fanwood Museum.

Local residents interested in tracing
the origins of their residential land will
be able to speak with regional histori-
ans. They will also be able to make
arrangements to see detailed, local maps
going back to the 1860s.

This program will be of interest to
residents of the Brunner School area
on Westfield Road. Information about
the previous landowners and tenant
farmers who worked the land around
present-day Waldon Road, Tillotsen
Road, Lois Place and Linda Lane is
included in the video. Information
about the land along Jerusalem Road
and Mountain Avenue is also in-
cluded.

The Forest Road Park building is
air conditioned. There is no admis-
sion charge and parking is free.

Fanwood TV is available on
Verizon Channel 24 and on Comcast
Cable Channel 35. For further infor-
mation, residents can call the pro-
ducer George Weiss of Fanwood Tele-
vision at (908) 322-2373.
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state revenue to cities and towns to
offset the shortfall in revenues felt by
towns per the new cap law.

“At the time, maybe the state bud-
get was $4 or $5 billion. Today, the
state budget’s at $28 billion,” he said.
Today, around 25 percent of state
revenues are returned to cities and
towns., he said.

“So, in large percent numbers,
they’ve starved us. They turned us
into basically slaved state distri-
bution,” Mayor Knapik said, ex-
plaining that towns have “no abil-
ity to raise enough revenue to keep
up with expenses,” which has “dev-
astated our ability” to address the
capital needs of the city’s infra-
structure.

One area that was hit hard since the
2.5-percent cap became law was the
Westfield, Mass., city highway de-
partment. In the last 30 years, the
number of employees in the depart-
ment has dropped from 70 to 11,
while the number of road miles the
city is responsible for has increased
from 170 to 250.

“That’s really the legacy of Prop 2
½  in city government,” he said. The

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield, Mass., Interview

2000 Archive: Brian Johnson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LONG-TIME PRODUCER...George Weiss of Fanwood TV 35 has been produc-
ing community TV for decades. Mr. Weiss is pictured above in August 2000
producing a series when, at the time, TV35 was shared with Mountainside. A new
history show will debut August 1. See story on this page.

$362,000.
An unusual maneuver was executed

at the meeting, with Clark Commis-
sioner Frank Mazzarella asking for
Cipolla and Company’s bills to be
separated from the authority’s other
bills. Current billings were approved,
but Mr. Mazzarella said he wanted
the charges from the forensic accoun-
tant separated, with the understand-
ing that greater detail was needed on
his billing.

The meeting concluded with a long
executive (closed) session. Topics in-
cluded discussion of a replacement
executive director and the authority’s
lawsuits related to the cogeneration
project.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA She said, last Thursday, that in the
private meeting between Mr. Kravetsky,
his representative, members of the BOE
and their attorney, it was decided that
he would be granted tenure and would
be teaching this coming fall at one of
the town’s six elementary schools.
Which school has yet to be determined.

“So, basically, we won,” Ms. Silva
said.

Speaking about the unprecedented
nature of how the decision to retain
Mr. Kravetsky unfolded, she said,
“Two moms were at the forefront of
saving a teacher’s job. It literally had
not been done before...We didn’t have
any idea what we were getting our-
selves into. We were going by the
seat of our pants. We did everything
we could to get people involved. We
were Team Kravetsky.”

A Donaldson hearing had not oc-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Teacher Kravetsky to Stay

vealed more concern about public
safety than about parking. She added
that more surveys were returned from
parents than from students.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
said she felt that parents might not be
aware of all of the issues regarding
parking at the high school and felt
that it should remain a separate issue.

Councilman James Foerst said  with
the added traffic at Lincoln School
and concerns that already existed re-
garding safety at Kehler Stadium, it
was important that the entire area be
looked at as a grid.

Councilwoman Neylan also an-
nounced that “the number of (cross-
ing guard) posts to be eliminated has
been reduced” and that an announce-
ment on the final decision would be
coming in the next few weeks. She
declined to specify the number of
positions that will be eliminated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Public Safety

Governor Proposes Takeover
Of AC, Sweeping Changes

state also passed “universal health
care” but, he said, did not properly
fund the initiative. “So, that’s opened
a billion-dollar hole in their budget,
and they are scrambling for ways to
fund it. Now, clearly, what [they] are
going to do is pick on [their] little
brother and sister, which is your cit-
ies and towns.”

The mayor said state school aid to
his town in recent years had been $39
million. This year, that number was
slashed $633,000. Four years ago,
the city received $41 million in state
aid. The council chopped $860,000
on top of the state aid cut to Westfield’s
public schools.

“With every downturn, they dig
deeper into your local aid contribu-
tion, and it never, ever comes back up
at a rate we can hire back effectively,”
he said, noting that his city’s tax
assessor’s office has gone from a
staff of 10 some two decades ago to
four staffers today.

He predicted that “times will be
significantly different” in New Jer-
sey, with the new 2-percent cap in
place. “There will be mass layoffs,”
the mayor warned.

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie announced Wednesday plans
to take over the Atlantic City’s casino
and entertainment district, sell the
Meadowlands race track along with
other sweeping measures including
the stalled Xanadu development. The
Governor reported his actions are
forced in order to save the industry
and were based on a commission
report describing crime, incompetent
local government and ferocious com-
petition.

The Governor proposes sweeping
changes and divesture of the troubled

state horse racing industry along with
the New Jersey Sports and Exposi-
tion Authority.

Some of the Governor’s proposals
can be implemented by executive
order while other parts require Legis-
lative approval. Reactions are sharply
divided among Legislators. Protect-
ing Atlantic City interests and south
Jersey economics are expected to be
debated with those in North Jersey
proposing gambling expansion there.

Details of the proposal are just now
being posted on the Governor’s
website, state.nj.us/governor.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Eagle Scout Candidate Luke Gib-
bons received a green light from the
council to proceed with a Vietnam
Memorial to those Westfield residents
who were killed during the war along
the hillside near the World War I and
Korean War memorials at the circle on
North Avenue and Broad Street. He is
proposing to construct two walls, as a
smaller version of what exists in Wash-
ington, D.C. and will be seeking input
from local Vietnam veterans as to what
will go on the walls.

The council went into closed ses-
sion regarding Sunnyside Senior
Housing lawsuit. Sunnyside is seek-
ing a high-density housing develop-
ment including affordable housing
onSpringfield Avenue. Also dis-
cussed were lease negotiations with
Westfield Senior Housing Corpora-
tion and the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment and employment matters.

curred in Westfield for more than 20
years, and the last one to be heard did
not end favorably for the teacher in-
volved.

Mr. Kravetsky’s first experience in
Westfield took place during the 2006-
2007 school year, as he filled in as a
substitute for a teacher on maternity
leave. With the school choosing to
retain Mr. Kravetsky, he started full-
time in the fall of 2007. Now, he has
taught three full years and will be
granted tenure on the first day of the
upcoming school year.

Ms. Silva’s son had Mr. Kravetsky
as his third-grade teacher. Speaking
from experience, she said Mr.
Kravetsky was “somebody [who]
needed to be held on to...We’re defi-
nitely proud and glad that the BOE
came to its senses...It was a good day
to save a great teacher.”

N.J. State Library Proposes
To Change Aid and Grants

TRENTON –The Division of the
State Library proposes to readopt
NJAC 15:21, state library aid and
Grants with the following substantive
changes. The full text of the proposal
may be found at 42 NJR 1492(b).

NJAC 15:21-2.3 describes minimum
requirements for the receipt of per capita
state library aid regarding compliance
with laws governing public libraries,
training of trustees and professional

librarian positions. An increase in the
amount of library-related education for
library trustees from three hours per
year per board to seven hours per year
per board is proposed. This require-
ment may be met by free workshops
provided by the state library, free
webinar training and in-house training.

This requirement will raise the mini-
mum standard for the receipt of per
capita state library aid. No economic
impact is anticipated. A codification
change is also proposed to make the
subsection easier to read. This will not
change the meaning of the section and
will improve clarity.

NJAC 15:21-2.5 describes mini-
mum requirements for library mate-
rials and their availability. An amend-
ment is proposed subsection (c) and
Chart B to remove the requirement
for paid print periodical titles. Be-
cause of the availability of electronic
resources, this collection has become
a browsing collection the size of
which is best determined locally. No
economic impact is anticipated.

The public can submit written com-
ments on these proposals by September
17 to: Victoria Rosch, Associate State
Librarian, New Jersey State Library,
P.O. Box 520, Trenton, N.J. 08625-
0520, e-mail, vrosch@njstatelib.org, or
fax (609) 278-2650.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
KEEPING THE DOCTOR AWAY...The Westfield Farmers’ Market, now open
on Saturdays at the Southside Train Station parking lot, offers many varieties of
fresh produce such as apples, plums and nectarines.


