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FROM FRANCE TO AFGHANISTAN...In a photo taken at last year’s 65th D-Day
anniversary and observances, then-Staff Sergeant Tim Henshall, left, of a New Jersey-
based Army Reserve units, tands with a fellow paratrooper and two American citizens
following a re-enactment parachute jump on Iron Mike Drop Zone just outside the
village of Sainte-Mère-Église, France, commemorating the June 6, 1944 invasion of
Normandy during World War II. A former Westfield resident and a 1978 WHS
alumnus, Sergeant First Class Henshall  currently is serving as a Civil Affairs Team
Chief and Pashto language linguist on a tour of duty in the mountains of Southeastern
Afghanistan as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Mayor Dan Knapik
Westfield, Mass.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
LET THERE BE LIGHT…Christina Miller, a teacher in Basking Ridge, builds a
light bulb as part of a project for teachers at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains last Thursday. In the background is
Andy McAlpin, a teacher from Camden County. UCVTS and Honeywell hosted the
Boot Camp to help educators learn about “teaching green.” See story on page 3.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Westfield, Mass., Mayor
Comments on Property Tax

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: As part of our cov-
erage of New Jersey’s 2-percent cap
on property tax levies recently passed
by the State Legislature, The Westfield
Leader conducted a phone interview
on Friday, July 16, with Westfield,
Mass. Mayor Daniel Knapik. Massa-
chusetts’ voters approved Proposi-
tion 2½ in 1980, and it has been cited
as a model upcoming for
New Jersey. The Fanwood
Borough Council was to
meet last night to discuss
Governor Chris Christie’s
proposed “tool kit,” now
before the State Legisla-
ture. Union County and
other town governments in
our readership area, in-
cluding Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Cranford and
Mountainside, are trying
to understand what the im-
pact may be for them in the
upcoming year and beyond. We thank
Mayor Knapik and his staff for their
assistance with this article.

Westfield, Mass. is a municipality
of 42,000 residents, located at the
foot of the Berkshire Mountains in
Western Massachusetts, seven miles
west of Springfield, Mass. The city,
governed by a full-time mayor and
13-member council, has a budget of
$117 million, which includes the
public schools system, water, sewer
and ambulance services.

Unlike New Jersey, where school
boards are separate from municipal
government, Westfield, Mass.’s
school budget is prepared by its su-
perintendent, and then sent to the
town’s seven-member elected school
committee for review and then on to
the city council for final approval.
The mayor chairs the school commit-
tee.

Mayor Knapik said property
taxes in his town average $3,500 to
$3,800 for residential properties,
as 84 percent of taxes are paid by
industrial- and commercial-prop-
erty owners.

“We have great (property) valua-
tions throughout the state,” he said,
noting that a decade ago, a house in
Westfield, Mass. assessed at $120,000
would be valued at $300,000 just
outside of Boston (100 miles away).

He said property tax evaluations
“are in the tank, so there isn’t any new
property tax growth,” as “there has
been almost no building in the re-
gion” in recent years. The city had
been receiving $4 million from the
state’s excise tax, which has been
reduced to $2.7 million, as car sales
have sputtered.

“The State of Massachusetts bud-
get grew expeditiously large in the

last 15 years, and they got
themselves into funding
things that they had never
done before, and they re-
ally didn’t calculate how
it was going to happen
(when the state assumed
county services). When
capital gains took a tank a
few years ago, I think it
blew a $3-billion hole in
the (state) budget,” the
mayor said.

He said requiring health
care for all Massachusetts

residents “wasn’t well thought out,
and now, we are really strapped” for
cash. Massachusetts has all but done
away with county government, with
county roads, jails and sheriff’s of-
fices shifted to state government.

Mayor Knapik is serving his first
year as mayor and previously served
eight years on the city council. All
terms are two years in length.

“To a large degree, my chief re-
sponsibility is preparing the budget,
collective bargaining negotiations,
chairing the school committee and
then the day-to-day operations of the
city and signing contracts and pay-
roll,” said Mayor Knapik, noting that,
as the full-time mayor (there is no
town administrator), he is paid
$90,000 plus $5,000 for expenses.
The 13 council members receive
$10,000 each, while school commit-
tee members are paid $5,500. Elec-
tions for the town are on a non-parti-
san basis.

Prior to 1980, the mayor said, towns
tax rates were “based on their ex-
pense structure.” “There was no sense
of efficiency, so you would continue
to tax to the point it took to run your
government,” he said.

At the time Proposition 2½ passed,
then-Governor Michael Dukakis agreed
to send back roughly 40 percent of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RVSA Sees Rising Charges
In 2011 Sewer Assessments

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners heard a report from
its auditors at its meeting last Thurs-
day.

Auditor Robert Butvilla, of Suplee
Clooney & Co., described the audit
as “nice and neat.” He said, “Bob
(Materna) does a very good job put-
ting this together.”

Westfield’s commissioner, Allen
Chin, said $4.2 million was given
back to member municipalities this
year to help reduce assessments. Mr.
Materna said he “can’t imagine a
similar giveback in 2011.” The Star-
Ledger on Tuesday reported that the
auditor anticipates towns will see  a
17-percent hike in sewer rates next

year to towns as there is only $500,000
left in RVSA’s surplus.

Mr. Materna said RVSA’s annual
budget is made up of approximately
$14.1 million in operating expenses
and $13.8 million in debt service.

In other business, RVSA’s roof
contract, which was a rebid, was for
a new roof on the RVSA’s office
building. The winning bidder was
Integrity Roofing, Inc. of Rahway. Its
bid was more than $100,000 lower
than the next closest bid.

Insurance contracts were approved
to New Jersey Manufacturers Insur-
ance Co. for workers’ compensation
and to Business and Government In-
surance Agency for liability and prop-
erty coverage. The total costs for the
insurance are slightly in excess of

Matt Kravetsky Will Return
To Westfield School System

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An agreement
reached earlier this month will keep
Tamaques third-grade teacher Mat-
thew Kravetsky employed in the
Westfield school system and ensures
that he is granted tenure this coming
fall.

Tamaques Principal Michael
Cullen, supported by Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan, chose
not to renew Mr. Kravetsky’s con-
tract earlier this year due to Mr.
Kravetsky’s “failure to provide con-
sistent, effective instruction” to his
students. As a result, two parents
sprang to Mr. Kravetsky’s defense,
coming to board meetings and rally-
ing support through e-mails, adver-
tisements and even a Facebook group.

Mr. Kravetsky, seeking to get his
job back, had asked for a “Donaldson
hearing,” before the board of educa-
tion, which would allow him to make
his case about why he should be re-
tained and the decision overturned.

That hearing, scheduled for

Wednesday, July 7, never occurred
because an agreement was reached
on the morning prior.

Legally, boards of education can-
not take official action unless at a
duly notified public meeting; since
the agreement was struck at a private
gathering, and not advertised to the
public, no official action has been
executed. However, Westfield Board
of Education President Julia Walker
confirmed with The Westfield Leader,
last Friday, that an agreement has
been reached between the Westfield
school board and Mr. Kravetsky.

“No official board action will be
taken until our next meeting,” which
occurs on Tuesday, August 24, Ms.
Walker said. “Until we ratify the
agreement, there’s not much else to
say.”

Jennifer Silva, who, along with
fellow parent Danielle Bracco, led
the charge to keep Mr. Kravetsky
employed in the school system, pro-
vided the details of the agreement to
The Leader.

Council Hears of Safety Concerns,
Approves Vietnam Memorial

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Public safety dis-
cussions dominated Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session, with residents from Ludlow
Place and Board of Education Presi-
dent Julia Walker on hand to discuss
parking and traffic issues.

After much discussion and mul-
tiple neighborhood meetings, resi-
dents of Ludlow Place are on board

with recommendations being made
by the council’s Public Safety Com-
mittee in order to stop people from
blocking driveways and making u-
turns on their street in order to use the
Westfield Area “Y.”

Public Safety Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan said that the
committee recommended making the
entire northwest side of Ludlow a no-
parking zone, new signage regarding
“no u-turns” and marking the street

in areas to increase safety.
Several residents of Ludlow were

present and objected to no-parking
proposal. Instead, it was decided that
the area from Clark Street to 134
Ludlow, where there are no homes,
would be designated as “no parking,”
and the rest of the street would re-
main as a two-hour zone.

Residents had originally asked that
the street be designated for resident-
parking only or be made a one-way.
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca said that
no street in town is resident-parking
only, and that if the council allowed
that on Ludlow, it would “open the
floodgates” and residents in other
high-use areas of town would ask for
the same.

Officials said an ordinance would
be crafted to reflect the proposed
parking changes, and should be imple-
mented some time in October.

Councilwoman Neylan announced
that the council is “really working
together” with the board of education
(BOE) to resolve parking and traffic
issues in the areas of Westfield High
School, Kehler Stadium, Edison In-
termediate School and Lincoln School.
She said that the council and BOE
intend to hold public meetings to gain
residents’ input on improving safety
and quality of life issues in the area.

Ms. Walker explained that a survey
that was distributed to all parents and
high school juniors and seniors re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Former Westfield Cop Alleges
Police Department Mismanagement

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
police officer and town resident Greg
Kasko read a prepared statement to

the mayor and town council at Tues-
day night’s public meeting urging the
council to make hearings on the em-
ployment of a current Westfield po-
lice officer public.

According to Mr. Kasko, the of-
ficer, whom he did not name, asked to
have the hearing made public but that
the town denied the request. He went
on to say that the “officer’s claims
involve the credibility of ranking of-
ficers and their ability to bypass union
rules and regulations.”

Mr. Kasko also said that in 2005, the
Institute for Forensic Psychology evalu-
ated candidates for promotion within
the police department, and he alleged
that a “specific candidate not be recom-
mended for promotion,” and while he
did not name the individual, he alleges
that the report was ignored. He added
that there is “abuse of the rules” in
regards to promotions and alleges that
there have been “secret pay raises to
those favored by management.”

He said that the employee’s hear-
ings will continue on Friday, August
20, when Chief John Parizeau is
scheduled to testify, and he asked that
the council “open a window into the
abusive practices inside the Westfield
Police Department” by making the
hearing open to the public.

On a separate matter, Highland
Avenue resident Robert Ball spoke
to the council regarding difficulties
he has faced with the zoning board
of adjustment. He told the council

that his home needed a lot of work
when he purchased it, most of which
he was able to complete without need-
ing any variances. He said that the
time came for him to repair his porch
and “square off” — which would not
change the existing setback, but was
told he needed a variance.

Mr. Ball complained about being
sent back and forth between the zon-
ing office and a need for a hearing
before the boardand that he, ultimately,
had to seek relief from State Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy. He re-
turned to the zoning board on Tuesday
night, but was not permitted to speak,
which he said “violates Judge
Cassidy’s order” which he said would
not allow him to introduce new evi-
dence, but would allow him to refer to
the record on past hearings. Mr. Ball
alleged that the board grants develop-
ers variances to “overbuild” on lots,
but is problematic for residents. A suit
by Mr. Ball against the town was dis-
cussed in executive ession later in the
evening regarding this matter.

In other business, the council in-
troduced on first reading an ordi-
nance to approved the wages for the
Teamsters union per a new two-year
contract with Public Works employ-
ees. Union members will receive a
zero pay raise for 2010 and new hourly
wages and salaries for 2011.

The council also passed a resolution
for the demolition of a single-family
home at 1738 Boulevard in town.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ALL EARS...The Westfield Farmer’s Market is now open on Saturdays at the southside train station parking lot. There is
fresh food for all members of the family.
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