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Community Band
Concludes Series

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, concludes its
98th season of summer concerts to-
night, July 15, in Mindowaskin Park.

The evening’s music will start with a
pre-concert selection of music by the
band’s own Sax Forte Quartet at 7 p.m.
The Westfield Community Band will
take the stage at 7:30 p.m.

A highlight for the evening will in-
clude the passing of the baton to guest
conductor Ken Reed, who will direct
the band in Meredith Wilson’s “The
Music Man.”

The event is free to the public.

Former NJ Musician
To Perform at XXroads

GARWOOD – Former New Jersey
musician Scott Hallock, guitarist and
vocalist in the New Jersey and Arizona
music scenes, will return to Crossroads
in Garwood to perform on Thursday,
July 22, starting at 7:30 p.m.

Other musicians from the area will
join him in an evening of music from
the 1950’s to the present; music will
include everything from classic rock to
country. Crossroads is located at 78
North Avenue. To learn more, call (908)
232-5666 or visit scotthallock.com.

The Good Counselor Asks: ‘Is It Ever
Too Late for a Second Chance?’

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Collaboration can be
one of the keys to the successful
production of a play. Playwright
Kathryn Grant knows how to utilize
that key, as evidenced in Premiere
Stages’ upcoming show The Good
Counselor.

Ms. Grant, the winner of the 2010
Premiere Stages Play Festival, was
surprised when she received word of
her finalist status.

“It was the first time that my agent
sent in a play of mine that won on a
cold submission,” she said in an in-
terview at the Zella Fry Theater on
the main campus of Kean University.
Out of 300 submissions, hers first
made it to the top few.

“Back in March, when I was called
about my play reaching the finals,
they said they had some concerns and
wondered how I felt about making
changes to it,” she continued. “I put
my life on hold for two weeks and
immersed myself in rewrites.”

This is where the collaborative as-
pect emerged. Not only did she wel-
come constructive criticism, but she
openly embraced suggestions. “I was
excited about the prospect of being a

finalist in the contest and wanted to
give it my best shot,” she said.

John Wooten, creative producer of
Premiere Stages and director of this
show, said that often, the selection
committee “tests the waters” to see
how receptive a playwright might be
to making revisions.

“Working with Kathryn has been
great. She’s not defensive about con-
structive suggestions. She under-
stands the creative, collaborative pro-
cess so well,” he said.

Perhaps that understanding comes
from her background, which includes
being an actress and teaching
playwriting and acting at St. Francis
College in Brooklyn. After writing
her first play, The Wound of Love, she
still was acting in regional theater
and in touring shows but later opted
to stay at home, raising an adopted
son with her husband.

During that time period, she earned
a doctorate at New Jersey’s Drew
University in their Arts and Letters
program, which let her compose the
play as part of her doctoral thesis.

“I needed to be able to defend –
orally and in writing – the context of
the play and its relevance to contem-
porary society. It needed, among other

things, to provoke scholarly inquiry,”
she said. According to director
Wooten, this play will do just that.

The Good Counselor is an engag-
ing drama about a chosen son’s quest
for truth. A bright, young public de-
fender, hounded by his community
and haunted by his past, struggles to
defend two neglectful mothers: one
his client, the other his own.

Mr. Wooten has staged the play
uniquely by infusing it with multi-
media. “We want to bring the audi-
ence to places in the play where [main
character] Vincent’s memory be-
comes a living picture. There will be
digital projections as well as 3-D,
real-life scenes, where Vincent will
step seamlessly from one world to
the next,” Mr. Wooten explained.

Ms. Grant said she sees her play as
an optimistic work about “forgive-
ness and redemption for people fail-
ing to meet our expectations.” She
concluded, “This production with
‘World Premiere’ status, not just a
staged reading, is the crowning glory
of the whole process.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTSIDE-THE-JURY-BOX THINKING…While set designers arrange pieces on
the backdrop of The Good Counselor upstage, director John Wooten and play-
wright Kathryn Grant confer on up-to-the-minute script rewrites at the Premiere
Stages’ production, Kean University, Zella Fry Theater. The play, the winner of the
2010 Premiere Stages Play Festival, will give audience members an opportunity to
be part of the action as they sit in a life-size jury box and ponder the question, “Is
it ever too late for a second chance?” The Good Counselor opens tonight, July 15 at
8 p.m. and runs weekends, with Saturday and Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. through
August 1. For tickets, call (908) 737-SHOW or online at keanstage.com.

UCC’s Theater Project Proves That
‘Torture’ Can Be Pure Entertainment

SP Author Rubino Reaches
For the Stars in New Book

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Former
Westfield resident Jennifer Rubino,
who now resides in Scotch Plains, has
released “As Different as Night and
Day: A Complete Guide to Astrol-
ogy.”

The 24-year-old
author, who was
born under the sign
of Aries, has been
reading about as-
trology and dis-
cussing the predic-
tions of the stars
with friends and co-
workers for years.

Ms. Rubino’s
book can be refer-
enced for an under-
standing of both the
basics of astrology
as well as its more
confusing ele-
ments.

The book also
has information on
all aspects of rela-
tionship compat-
ibility, not just ro-
mantic love.

The overall focus
is on [romantic love], but there are
other types of relationships, such as

friendship, that are addressed in ‘Night
and Day’ as well,” said Ms. Rubino.

“Astrology gives us insight into other
people. It has helped me with my
relationships… and my social skills,”
she said, adding that knowing a little
about a person’s zodiac sign or place-
ment on the charts helps her under-

stand a person bet-
ter.

Ms. Rubino said
she believes people
can feel the energy
of the astrological
signs if they are at-
tuned to it.

“When the sun
is entering a new
zodiac sign, I be-
gin to notice that
the traits of that
sign are more
prevalent in myself
or others,” she said.

The author be-
lieves that while
most people are fa-
miliar with astrol-
ogy and even go as
far as to check their
daily horoscope,
they do not really
understand it.

“The book [allows] readers the op-
portunity to look at the world under a

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT…In Christopher Durang’s wickedly satiric two-
act comedy, Why Torture is Wrong and the People Who Love Them, Hildegarde
(Noreen Farley), left, Leonard (Gary Glor), right, and American zealot/The Voice
(Kevin Melendez), above, gag Zamir (Phil E. Eichinger) to get information about
a supposed plot to blow up certain American cities.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Almost a decade
has passed since 9/11 wrestled secu-
rity blankets from Americans. Most
of us are not preoccupied about ter-
rorism in our backyards, but with
Russian spies being captured in New
Jersey, maybe we should be a bit
paranoid.

Why Torture is Wrong and the
People who Love Them, a satire about
such paranoia, is now playing at
Union County College’s Professional
Theater Company, The Theater
Project. An absurdist black comedy
of America’s growing homeland in-
security, “Torture,” is written by con-
temporary playwright Christopher
Durang, who grew up in Berkeley
Heights.

The play throws the beautiful, yet
naïve, main character Felicity
(Meghan Murray) into a crisis when
she awakens one morning in a motel
bedroom with a foreigner who claims
to be her husband.

She learns that, in a drunken state
the night before, she married this
quick-tempered cad named Zamir
(Phil Eichinger), who insists (in a
wonderfully thick Arabic accent) he
is Irish. Even after he pulls out their
wedding certificate, explains that they
met at Hooters and were married by
Reverend Mike (David Neal), she
has no memory of the event and won-
ders if he placed a date-rape drug in
her drink.

She finds that Zamir has a violent
temper, when he threatens to beat her
if she dares even say the word “annul-
ment.” When Felicity questions her
new husband on how he makes his

living, he throws out a few clichés
about picking up packages in the
middle of the night and finding money
under a rock — very exaggerated
cloak-and-dagger stuff.

The next day, visiting her parents’
home in New Jersey, Felicity tries to
elicit her mother’s help in getting a
lawyer for an annulment. But mom
Luella (Harriett Trangucci) is in a
world of her own. Ms. Trangucci’s
rendition of the theater-loving
thwarted actress/mom is brilliant,
equipped with hilarious blank-stare-
delivery of lines like, “I go to the
theater to find out what normal is.”

The family’s craziness is com-
pounded by the introduction of the
father, Leonard (Gary Glor), whose
secret butterfly collection houses
much more than monarchs and tiger-
swallowtails. Marx Brothers-esque
anarchy prevails throughout every
scene involving the talented Mr. Glor
playing a deranged zealot.

Guns are in the hands of angry,
irrational people, and torture is used
as a first-resort means of interroga-
tion in this comedy. Second-rate
counter intelligence is conducted by
hilarious would-be spies Hildegarde
(Noreen Farley) and “Roadrunner”
(Kevin Melendez), who fervently
work for their shadow government.

Ms. Farley’s portrayal of a love-
struck old maid is marvelous, and the
running gag with her errant under-
wear is a hoot.

Mr. Neal, as the self-proclaimed
“porn-again-Christian” Reverend
Mike, plays his part drolly with req-
uisite tongue-in-cheek. “God created
sex; He watches it; Why shouldn’t
we?” the sleazy porno filmmaker and

part-time minister asks.
Miss Murray and Mr. Eichinger

couldn’t be better. She plays the quint-
essential clueless blonde who could
easily star in a slasher movie, and his
characterization of a self-serving
Middle Eastern male is capped off by
the necessary braggadocio.

Tom Rowe’s ambitious set features
a pull-out 1950s kitchen nook and
cozy night spot. With digital projec-
tions by Joe Skowronski, technical
direction by Jon Zaccone, sound by
Michael Magnifico, lighting by Mark
Reilly, and costumes by Victoria
Depew, the play runs like a wind-up
doll on steroids.

Clever and insightful director Mark
Spina asks his actors to run a mara-
thon in comic timing. They do it in
record time without sacrificing laughs.

For a brief, few shining moments,
the artificial world Durang creates in
“Torture” features all wrongs being
righted and everyone “Dancing in the
Dark” while the crooning, melliflu-
ous voice of Kevin Melendez fades
into the night.

new light,” she said.
Still, she realizes that not everyone

is as curious about astrology as she is.
“Those who don’t believe in astrol-

ogy can read ‘As Different as Night
and Day’ for fun,” suggested Ms.
Rubino.

Ms. Rubino has always been inter-
ested in writing, and she has always
wanted to write a book.

She graduated Kean University in
2007 with a degree in English that
was concentrated in Writing. She is
currently attending Kean University
as a post-baccalaureate English edu-
cation major and working as an edi-
tor for a Kean publication, The
Cougar’s Byte.

“As Different as Night and Day”
can be purchased online through the
publisher at iuniverse.com.

Pearl Street Houses
WF’s Brody’s Work

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of photographs by
Millicent Brody of Westfield in the
gallery space at the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
located at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

The selection of her work, entitled
“Musings,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until July 29. Gallery
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. week-
days. Free on-site parking is available.

Last year, Ms. Brody received first-
place honors in the professional cat-
egory for her photograph entitled “Me-
dium Rare” in the Union County Se-
nior Citizens Art Exhibit and went on to
exhibit in the New Jersey Senior Citi-
zens Art Show.

A former Westfield teacher, she is a
member of the Contemporary Art
Group of Union County.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are wel-
come to apply. For more information,
call (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Nostalgia Swing Band
Performs in Mindowaskin

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Swing Band, Nostalgia, under
the leadership of Sal Melillo and con-
ducted by Sam Calello, returns to
Mindowaskin Park on Thursday, July
22, at 7:30 p.m.

Nostalgia is a 17-piece swing band
featuring vocalists Katie Locke and
Edward Boutross. Its members are
musicians who have performed with
Big Bands and other ensembles
throughout the New York and New
Jersey area.

During this performance, the band
takes concertgoers on a nostalgic jour-
ney through time, creating the sound
and styles of the Big Band era, often
performing the original scores of Count
Basie, Glenn Miller and Benny
Goodman, amongst other Big Band
greats.

A native of Bradenton, Fla., Ms.
Locke began her career at the age of 4.
She regularly performs in New York
City and will be featured on “I Heard
That Song Before” by Harry James,
“When I Fall in ‘Love” by Nat King
Cole and “Over the Rainbow” by Harold
Arlen.

Mr. Boutross, a Brooklyn native, will
sing George Gershwin’s “Our Love is

Here to Stay,” “Beyond the Sea” by
Bobby Darin and “Me and Mrs. Jones”
by Kenny Gamble and Leon Huff.

Additional selections for the evening
include Count Basie’s “Shiny Stock-
ings,” Duke Ellington’s “All of Me”
and Henry Mancini’s “Days of Wine
and Roses,” amongst many other popu-
lar Big Band favorites.

The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. The Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band is sponsored by
the Westfield Recreation Department.
For further information, contact (908)
789-4080 or the swing band at (908)
342-2227. For more information about
the band, go to
nostalgiathebigband.com.

Bard Returns to
Kenilworth Blvd.

KENILWORTH – Presenting the
second offering in its 19th annual
“Shakespeare in the Parks” series and
the 7th annual “Bard on the Boule-
vard” series, the Hudson Shakespeare
Company returns to David Brearley
High School Football Field, located
on 401 Monroe Avenue in Kenilworth,
tonight, Thursday, July 15, with the
war of sexes comedy Much Ado About
Nothing.

The event starts at 7:30 p.m. In
case of inclement weather, the show
will be relocated to the Kenilworth
Public Library, located at 546 Boule-
vard.

The comedy combines a love story
with a tale of mistaken identity. Buf-
foons, masks and dancing await au-
diences. Hudson Shakespeare will
return with The Tempest, their third
and final 2010 installment, on Thurs-
day, August 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Patrons are encouraged to bring a
lawn chair or blanket, and all perfor-
mances are free. For more informa-
tion, call (973) 449-7443 or visit
hudsonshakespeare.homestead.com

...Where Dreams Take Center Stage

8:00 PM Wed.  July 14
$ 10 all seats

   

STARLIGHT THEATRE
11:00 AM   Fri. July 23
School Trips
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM Sat. July 24
$7 All Seats

CENTER STAGE
2:00 PM & 7:30 Sat. July 31
2:00 PM & 7:30 Sun.  August 1
$9  Adults  $7 Students & Seniors

A New Musical

CENTER STAGE
7:30 PM Friday, July 23

$9 Adults  
$7 Students & Seniors

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
1:00 PM & 7:30 PM Wed. July 28

1:00 PM & 7:30 PM  Thurs. July 29
$9 Adults  $7 Students & Seniors
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