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STUDENTS TO SENIORS…Artwork from several Westfield High School (WHS)
art students was displayed at Westfield Senior Housing II and the Sunrise of
Westfield for the seniors to enjoy. Many of the pieces had been displayed at the
Westfield School District Art Show. Joy Binder, from the WHS Community
Service Club, organized the events, dubbed “Students to Seniors.”

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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WHS Alum’s Book Featured
On Rutgers Catalog Cover

WESTFIELD – \Westfield High
School (WHS) graduate David
Wheeler’s forthcoming book, “Wild
New Jersey: Nature Adventures in
the Garden State,” graces the cover of
the just-released Rutgers University
Press Fall/Winter 2010 Catalog in
advance of the book’s publication
this coming winter.

“Despite a reputation to the con-
trary, New Jersey is a state with more
biodiversity and outdoor recreation
options than just about any other place
its size in America,” said Mr. Wheeler,
a member of the WHS Class of 1991.

“The Garden State offers such a
spectacular range of adventures for
everyone from an avid wildlife en-
thusiast to a family just looking to
spend some time outdoors,” he said.
“With ‘Wild New Jersey,’ I hope to
open people’s eyes to some of these
adventures, particularly in the often-
overlooked Central Jersey region.”

Mr. Wheeler, who co-founded the
state’s only daily nature blog,
WildNewJersey.tv, and serves as the

director of Operations for Edison Wet-
lands Association, has previously
written a nature column for the Star-
Ledger and other media.

The catalog can be found online at:
rutgerspress.rutgers.edu/ecatalogs/
FW10_Catalog.pdf. The book’s
webpage can be found at:
rutgerspress.rutgers.edu/acatalog/
Wild_New_Jersey.html.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

I hated Sid, and probably still do,
even though it’s been decades since
he dated and thereby threatened to
steal my big sister. My excuse is that
I was all of 7 years old. Though still
living at home, the title character in
Cyrus is all grown up when John C.
Reilly’s suitor, John, wins his mother
Molly’s attentions.

Of course, while I was just able to
issue a tantrum, at 22, Cyrus is much
more subtle and canny. Too bad, too,
because it’s been years since either
lonely, divorced John or sweet, single
Molly (Marisa Tomei) has had a ro-
mantic fling. What’s more, the fine
thespic chemistry these players
achieve makes their love affair seem
truly bashert.

The romantically winsome creation
of filmmaker-auteurs Jay Duplass and
Mark Duplass, Molly and John’s saga
is sadly much more common than is
usually proffered in fiction, probably
because it hits too close to home.
Hardly a family is without its version
of the love that might have been had
it not been for an intervention, sub-
liminal or blatant.

We only suspect Cyrus’s motiva-
tions at first. Ungainly, yet possess-
ing a curiously contradicting polish,
he is devilishly unfolded by Jonah
Hill, on loan from his filmic main-
stay, the raunchy comedy. An inspired
bit of rediscovery casting, it might
win the young man a nomination, as
well as more serious consideration
from directors.

It all begins, oddly enough, at a
party John attends through his ex-
wife’s exhortation. An emoter of
the first magnitude, heart draped on
his sleeve, he is honest practically
to a fault. It is at once what es-
tranged him from his annoyed but,
nonetheless, guilt-ridden spouse
and what Molly finds attractive. And
therein lies the tale’s quixotic
beauty.

Wonderfully humorous, real-life
situations that arise as Molly and
John try to navigate through some
allegedly unrelated issues Cyrus is
trying to address balance the more
severe look at relationships. At the
heart of it there is a deliberation:
Can John be both lucky in love and
honest?

It’s not mulled in quite the inge-
nious way that Ingmar Bergman
pondered such philosophical conun-
drums, but it does bring his style to
mind. And that also helps justify
the sometimes slow, art-house look
and feel of Cyrus. Indeed, life is
full of pregnant pauses, long glanc-
ing looks and endless, confounding
impasses.

Which, after all, is why most Ameri-
can filmgoers prefer mainstream
movies. And, if you’ve taken an ob-

Cyrus: Study in Sighs,
Smiles and Sneers

jective look at us of late, we appar-
ently like our big-screen amusement
accompanied by nachos, drenched
with lots of cheese, if you please. But
don’t worry. The brothers Duplass
aren’t hellbent on changing our tastes,
either in food or film.

Good thing, too. Like the family
mutt accustomed to his dish being in
a certain place in the kitchen, there is
comfort in the repetitive formula of
the Saturday night flick at the
Cineplex. But the smart pooch knows
there is also the adventure of going to
someone else’s abode, where resides
a strange dog, replete with the allure
of exotic new scents.

It only follows that if Fido can
learn from this example of canine
mind expansion, so, too, can his mas-
ter. A mostly amiable roll in the won-
der of human issues, with a dramati-
cally distressing segue occasionally
inserted for good measure, Cyrus is a
reminder of those things truly impor-
tant to us. Like love, friendship and
self fulfillment.

Seeking those commodities with
seriocomic insight, Molly and John
provide a whimsically genuine look
at the courting process, both before
and after Cyrus lowers his ominous
cloud. If you’ve been fortunate
enough to know the endless imag-
ined possibilities that accompany new
love, you’ll find it nostalgically illus-
trated here.

Kudos to Mr. Reilly, who contin-
ues to impress with his wide range
of character embodiment. From the
bullying sheriff in Gangs of New
York (2002) to his wackily absurd
portrayal in Step Brothers (2008), to
this sensitive depiction worthy of a
scene study class, he is convincing.
The actor’s borderline homeliness
adds to the credibility.

Blithely matching his validity,
Miss Tomei exudes a defining vul-
nerability to go with the optimistic
smile it sometimes belies. She plays
her age, wrinkles added, highlighted
or otherwise. Eyes bright despite the
weathered past we infer, she sees the
good in everything. It won’t be easy
informing the nice lady that her son
is a charlatan.

But then again, the lad has a story,
too. And Sid probably wasn’t that
bad a guy, either, though I’d cer-
tainly cry bloody murder
again…even if it did have the neigh-
bors worried that I was being tor-
tured. Thus it occurs to add restraint
and tolerance to all the aforemen-
tioned, life-affirming values Cyrus
so astutely contemplates.

* * *
Cyrus, rated R, is a Fox Search-

light Pictures release directed by Jay
Duplass and Mark Duplass and stars
Marisa Tomei, John C. Reilly and
Jonah Hill. Running time: 92 min-
utes.

NJWA Summer Symphony
Features Classic Composers
WESTFIELD – Four-dozen musi-

cians are poised to play a variety of
musical compositions on Thursday,
July 22 at 7:30 p.m., as the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Summer Symphony Orchestra pre-
sents its concert at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

The concert, free and open to the
public, will feature Wagner’s “March
of the Meistersingers,” Dvorak’s “The
New World Symphony,” Bach’s
“March” and Strauss’ “Emperor
Waltz,” “Thunder and Lightening
Polka” and the “Radetzky March.”

Among its other musical selections
are Beethoven’s “Variations on a
Theme,” Applebaum’s arrangement
of “Two Baroque Pieces” and John

Williams’ “The James Bond Theme.”
Conducted by Janet Lyman, a

teacher at the NJWA Music Studio
and the Westfield Summer Workshop,
the orchestra is now playing its 12th.
season.

“The Summer Symphony has re-
ally matured. We are a fantastic group
of multi-generational musicians who
are learning some of the most impor-
tant music literature ever written. I
invite you to come and enjoy our
program,” she said.

For additional information on the
Summer Symphony, or any program
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, visit their studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield, call
(908) 789-9696 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

SP Announces 2010
Summer Arts Series

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Township
of Scotch Plains and the Cultural Arts
Committee announced the acts for the
2010 Summer Cultural Arts Series.

The series, which will begin tonight,
July 15, will feature the following acts:

Thursday, July 15, Mason Gross
Jazz Quartet; Thursday, July 22,
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO); Thursday, July 29, John Pow-
ers Band; Tuesday, August 3, National
Night Out; Thursday, August 12, Eric
Harrison Crash Chorus.

The series begins with the quartet.
Producing high-quality jazz since
1971, the Mason Gross Jazz Quartet
features members who are well versed
in all aspects of jazz, from Duke
Ellington to the stars of jazz today.
Past members of this group have gone
onto become jazz stars of their own.

All performances will begin at 7:30
p.m. and take place on the Alan Au-
gustine Village Green, located at 430
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

For questions and any information,
contact the Scotch Plains Parks and
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension 1223.

Courtesy of Christina Hinke
ICECREAM!… On July 12, four homes in Cranford were the site of a Yoplait
yogurt commercial. Homes on 28, 32, 36 and 40 Hillcrest Avenue were used to
shoot a commercial for Yoplait Twisters. Here, a girl screams “Ice cream!” as she
runs outside the front door of 32 Hillcrest Avenue. Cranford was chosen for its
smaller homes and yards, which give it a Middle America feel. On July 13,
Burnside Avenue will be the site for Yoplait Go-Gurt.

WELCOME TO CBI…Elly Bauman, left, the new education director of Congre-
gation Beth Israel’s Religious School, and Susan Menaker, member relations
chairwoman, are pictured at the synagogue’s recent open house.

CBI Welcomes Elly Bauman
As New Education Director
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation

Beth Israel (CBI) has announced that it
has hired Elly Bauman as the new
education director of its religious
school, effective July 1.

“The search committee was unani-
mous in its assessment of Elly Bauman
as our best candidate, and we are very
pleased that she has agreed to join CBI
and lead our school,” wrote Larry Sand-
ers, CBI past president, in a letter to the
congregation. “Elly is committed to the
high standards that our congregation
expects and insists upon in our reli-
gious school.”

Mrs. Bauman has an extensive back-
ground in Jewish education, with expe-
rience in teaching, curriculum devel-
opment, programming and administra-
tion. She most recently was employed
as a Judaics teacher in Overland Park,
Kan. Before that, she was director of

the Institute for Jewish Living at Beth
Tzedec Congregation in Toronto,
Ontario, one of the largest Conserva-
tive Jewish congregations in North
America.

She holds a master’s degree in Jew-
ish Education from the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary and a Masters in Edu-
cational Administration and Manage-
ment from New York University, as
well as a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sociology (minor in Judaic Studies)
from SUNY Albany.

Mrs. Bauman grew up in East
Brunswick. As a student at the East
Brunswick Jewish Center, she served
as regional president of United Syna-
gogue Youth (USY).

“These foundational years of my
Jewish education left a lasting impres-
sion and directed my choice of career,”
wrote Mrs. Bauman in an introductory
letter to members of CBI. “I began my
career in Jewish education right here in
the Hagalil Region of USY.”

Mrs. Bauman has moved back to her
native New Jersey with her husband,
Rabbi David Bauman, and her two
children, Matan, 11, and Ori, 8.

“I am very excited to begin my new
position at CBI,” she said. “I look for-
ward to getting to know all the families
and working to create lasting Jewish
educational moments for the students.”

Mrs. Bauman greeted current and
prospective members at CBI’s Open
House on June 27. She is available
throughout the summer, and welcomes
questions, comments and suggestions
about the religious school. To contact
her, call the synagogue office at (908)
889-1830 or send an e-mail to
school@cbinj.org.

CBI’s Religious School holds classes
for students in pre-school through 12th
grade. CBI is located at 18 Shalom
Way, at the corner of Martine Avenue,
in Scotch Plains.

Area Students Perform
In The Wizard of Oz

AREA – The Wizard of Oz, a musical
fantasy transporting viewers to the Land
of Oz, is the culmination of The
Continuo Arts Foundation’s three-week
musical theater conservatory, featur-
ing students from Summit, Westfield,
Maplewood, Madison, Chatham and
Short Hills.

Students from the area include: Kira
Alexander, Courtney Evenson, Katie
Evenson, Kelsey Evenson, Hope
Kovera, Kate McPherson, Kira
Alexander, Meredith Robertson, Ann
Forrest, Grace Mahoney, Dylan Wicke,
Vaughn Thomas, Julia Craig, Virginia
Gaylord and Annie McCullough.

Cherilyn Marrocco serves as direc-
tor and choreographer. Performances
on July 24 are at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
in the Campion Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, located at Oak Knoll School
in Summit.

Tickets for adults are $10; children,
$5. Call (908) 264-5324 or visit
continuoarts.com to learn more.

New Trinity Spire Installed
As Renovations Continue

CRANFORD – Recently, a new spire
was installed at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, located at the corner of North
and Forest Avenues in Cranford. “It is
an exciting milestone in Trinity’s $2-
million renovation project, which be-
gan last fall,” said John Zebrowski,
Trinity’s project manager for the reno-
vation.

The foundation has been stabilized
with the pouring of a concrete grade
beam that now helps to support the
main roof trusses, as well as the up-
graded floor system. The system now
sits independently on a series of girders
and columns. “The floor is rock solid
now,” said Mr. Zebrowski.

The exterior walls have been up-
graded with insulation, HVAC

ductwork, plus electrical and plumb-
ing improvements. The main roof sup-
port trusses have been stabilized and
will now support the weight of the
newly installed SIP (structural insu-
lated panel) and triple-layer roofing
shingle, “which allows the cathedral
roof of the building to breathe while
still maintaining an R-Value,” accord-
ing to a statement from the church.

Following installation of the new
spire, new fiber cement exterior siding
and closed-cell PVC millwork has been
installed, returning to the original clap-
board with board and batten finish.
After the stained glass windows are re-
installed and all the interior carpentry is
completed, the refurbished and ex-
panded organ will be re-installed. The
renovations are scheduled to be com-
plete by December.

Siano Brothers Contracting of
Cranford is the general contractor for
the project, while Thomas DiGiorgio
Architecture is providing architectural
services.

“Our design goals have been to give
the building the look and feel of the
original 1875 Trinity church, while in-
corporating modern convenience and
durability,” said Thomas DiGiorgio,
owner of Thomas DiGiorgio Architec-
ture.

During the renovations, Sunday ser-
vices are being conducted this summer
at 9 a.m. in air-conditioned Sherlock
Hall, located behind the church build-
ing. The Reverend Gina Walsh-Minor,
rector of the Trinity Episcopal Church,
is the celebrant. For more information
about Trinity or its services, call (908)
276-4047.

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT…The
new spire is placed atop the Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford – part
of an ongoing $2-million renovation
project that is expected to be com-
pleted by December.

CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 6 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE

Attractive, Large, Professional
Office in Westfield, NJ.
Sublet 3 1/2 Days $600

Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message

or email
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

‘03 MITSUBISHI LANCER

‘03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Yellow, Excellent Condition

Only 48K miles! Clean CARFAX
Asking $7,800 - (908) 244-7800

WESTFIELD CO-OP FOR SALE

2BR+1BTH+Garage.
Rare unit, Excellent location,

Many upgrades and amenities.
Find us on Craigslist. $189,000.

Please call (201) 615-1260.

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments,
Upolstry & Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer

Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

RECEPTIONIST / CLERICAL

Surgeon/medical office; Part-
time Receptionist/File Clerk
Position. Hours flexible. Ref-
erences required. Fax resume to

(908) 598-0298

FOR SALE

Two traditional yellow print
Loveseats. Also, two side chairs
in upholstered dark pink fabric.

Contact:
slorentzen@comcast.net

SHORE VICTORIAN

Ocean Grove - Charming 3BR
offers open wrap around porch,
LR, DR, sitting room, den/office,
newer kitchen, wood floors, roof,
bath, windows. Close to beach,
NYC train & center of town.
$399,999. Century 21 Coastal
Realtors (732) 774-7166 Call
Anna Jackow Cell (732) 996-0119

MATH TUTOR

Middle and High School Math
2009 Westfield Grad/Currently

College Economics Major
Flexible hours Experienced

Tara (908) 591-9582

LAWN CARE / MULCHING

College student available for
mulching, lawn care, mowing,

watering flowers.
Very reasonable.
(908) 232-7605

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Prime office space for rent at
189 Elm Street, Westfield

$800 per month.
Call Cheryl at (201) 891-1130.

Taboo to Recreate
Music Of Carlos Santana

COUNTY – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival 2010 concert
series continues on Wednesday, July
21 with a performance by Taboo at
Echo Lake Park.

This free concert of music made
popular by Carlos Santana begins at
7:30 p.m. on the border of
Mountainside and Westfield.

All the members of Taboo share a
passion for recreating the sound of
Santana’s greatest hits. Whether per-
forming at street fairs or popular mu-
sic venues throughout the tri-state area,
Taboo delivers the Santana sound with
authenticity. Taboo’s set list is full of
old favorites as well as Santana’s hits
from the Grammy Award-winning al-
bum, “Supernatural.”

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout July and
August on Wednesdays, beginning at
7:30 p.m. The July 21 concert will be
held at Echo Lake Park on the
Mountainside-Westfield border, and

the remaining five concerts will be
held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available
from vendors.

The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include:

July 28 – Strawberry Fields
(Beatles tribute band) at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark; August 4 – Doctor K’s
Motown Review at Oak Ridge Park;
August 11 – The Rat Pack (music of
Sinatra and friends) at Oak Ridge
Park; August 18 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band) at Oak Ridge Park
and August 25 – Jimmy and the Par-
rots (Jimmy Buffett cover band) at
Oak Ridge Park.

In case of rain, call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m., or visit ucnj.org/
parks/summerarts.html.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

COMPANION FOR ELDERLY

Have Experience,
References and HHA

Drive own car
(732) 648-5428

ELDERLY CARE

My parents’ caregiver needs a
new position. She is a Certified
Home Health Aid, caring,
compassionate, with excellent
people skills. Looking for FT, live-
out position. Has own car and
speaks English.
Contact HEDA at: (732) 388-7008
or (908) 553-5179; and/or me,
Dianne W. at (302) 762-8042; or
www.care.com/seniorcare/
hedam.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


