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Westfield Blue 8s Erupt to Push Past Long Hill
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Krug pitched the first three innings
for Long Hill and recorded five
strikeouts, while yielding two walks
and three hits.

Coach Vetter had Gaffney relieve
in the fourth, and Bokash in the fifth.
His primary concern with the pitch-
ing was, “Just come with a set, load
and throw! Basic stuff! Get them to

throw strikes, not walk the kids. Give
the kids an opportunity to put the ball
in play,” he explained.

Defensively, Mammone, at short-
stop, made several fine plays, as did
Clay Vetter and Diegnan at first base.

“Lucas made some really good
plays out there, good throws to first
base. We had Tommy Deignan at first
base, and he did a great job as well,”
coach Vetter said.

Rabinowitz made two fine plays at
short, Ament made a fine play at first
and Murphy absorbed a steaming liner
at third base. But no play was as super
as the final play of the game when
centerfielder Coustan made a diving
snag, robbing Alex Novak of an extra
base hit, and fired to second to record
a game-ending double play. At the 8-
year-old level, defensive fundamen-
tals was indeed a primary focus for
the coaches.

“We want to make sure our kids are

always in the right position, walking
it in before every pitch and getting
down and ready. The one thing about
baseball is you never know when the
ball is going to come to you,” coach
Ament said. “That kid [Coustan] in
centerfield got one play that game,
but when it was his turn to make the
play, he made the play, because he
was ready.”

Long Hill scored all of their runs in
the top of the first inning, and
Westfield answered with a run in the
second when Salter’s infield single
brought Murphy across the plate.
Westfield took advantage of four
walks and Freer’s single to score three
runs in the fourth to take a 4-3 lead,
but with the help of RBI from
Rabinowitz and Pansini, and Freer’s
three-run shot in the fifth, the victory
was secured.
Long Hill 300 000 3
Westfield Blue 010 36x 10
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SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Westfield Blue’s Ethan Ament slides safely into third underneath Long Hill third
baseman Kevin Peacock in the first inning. Westfield Blue won, 10-3.

SPF Youth Baseball
Slates Movie Night

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association is spon-
soring a free movie night this Sat-
urday, July 17, at 8:30 p.m. at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains. The movie
being shown is The Sandlot. Fami-
lies can bring chairs and blankets
to sit on the field’s outfield grass to
watch the movie. The snack bar
will be open.

Cougars Creep Past Westfield
In 8-Year-Old Baseball, 19-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Learning the game has been a pri-
mary goal for eight-year-old baseball
teams, and two teams that have been
taking giant strides in understanding
the game has been the Cranford and
Westfield travel teams of the Millburn-
Short Hills League.

On July 12, the Westfield boys knew
they had their work cut out for them
when they came to Cranford to face a
very strong Cougar team. In the end,
both teams displayed their moxie, but
the Cougars mixed their eight hits
well with a number of walks to pre-
vail, 19-9.

The Cougars amassed 19 free
passes, while the Little Blue Devils
totaled 10 walks and two hit batters,
so mastering pitching accuracy has
been a major focus of both coaches.

“We have been lucky enough to
have probably seven or eight kids out
of 12 who can throw the ball over the
plate, which is what helped us this
season so far,” said Jerry Iacovano,
who coaches the Cougars with Mike

Declerico. “If the other team hits the
ball five, six times in an inning, we
just want them to stay around the
plate and get used to throwing to the
catcher’s glove.”

“Mike McKenna is the pitching
coach. We spend a lot of time with our
pitchers before the game, just making
sure that they are relaxed at the mound,
and they know that they just have to
throw strikes. Speed doesn’t really
matter. It’s more the accuracy and
trusting your teammates behind you,”
added Westfield Head Coach Brett
Fischer.

Westfield had three hits. Henry
Shapiro finished 1-for-2 with two RBI
and a run scored. Max McKenna,
Zach Williams and Michael Fox (RBI)
each scored twice. Renit Rao (RBI)
and Nicholas Senyk each singled.
Zach Fischer walked twice and scored
once. Jake Zrebiec and Jack Harris
each had an RBI and scored once.
Sean Link had an RBI walk, while
Nicholas Jones and Jason Paden both
ripped sharp grounders to second.

“I say three things all the time to

these kids. Number 1, I want them out
there having fun, making friends with
the other players on the team, cheer-
ing for each other when they are at the
plate. Number 2, I want them to try
their hardest. Dig in at the plate. Be
ready to hit,” coach Fischer said. “[No.
3] I want them being aggressive, tak-
ing swings and learning to play better
baseball.”

Cougar Andre Toto hit a grand slam,
inside-the-park home run in the first
inning and scored in the fourth. Matt
Ronan had two hits, two walks, three
RBI and a run scored. Patrick
Keenaghan rapped an RBI double,
singled and scored twice. Mike
Schneider and Will Testa (RBI)
singled and scored twice. Andrew
Iacovano had an RBI single and scored
once. Jake Diclerico walked three
times and scored three times. Ben
Helmstetter walked three times,
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A WILD PLAY AT THIRD…Westfield’s Michael Fox slides safely into third as the Cranford third baseman makes a
mighty stretch to get the ball in the fourth inning. The Cougar eight-year-old team topped Westfield, 19-9.


