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TRENTON TIFF...Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth) said he would have
“punched (Sen. Michael Doherty, LD-23, Washington) nose down his throat. I’m
thankful to Gov. Codey (Sen. Codey, former Acting Governor) for saving me from
embarrassing myself, - it could have gotten physical. As somebody who grew up
in Elizabeth port section, you never know.” Sen. Doherty was speaking against the
school funding formula on the Senate floor on July 8 when Sen. Lesniak inter-
rupted and the altercation began. As to who might have won the fight, Sen.
Doherty is a West Point graduate with combat training. (Photo is composed from
newspaper archives).

www.goleader.com/express

“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

1 East Broad Street 
Westfield, New Jersey 

908-233-9570 
www.wesleyhall.org 

   

Kindergarten 

Connection 
 

Mon – Thu 12:45 – 2:45  

 

Afternoon enrichment 

program for children 

attending morning 

public school 

kindergarten  

  
 Transportation 
to Wesley Hall 

from Lincoln School 
will be available 

  
Mon:  road trip across America  

Tue: math munchers  
Wed: flight to france  

Thu: art through the alphabet  

 
Call or e-mail for more 

information  
director@www.wesleyhall.org 

Register by August 2, 2010 

 

Nationally, 10 Percent Tanning
Excise Tax Goes Into Effect

WF Doctor Helps Train
Indonesia Eye Surgeons

NATION — Starting July 1, many
businesses offering tanning services must
collect a 10 percent excise tax on the
tanning services they provide. This ex-
cise tax requirement is part of the Afford-
able Care Act that was enacted in March.

Here are nine tips on the tanning excise
tax that providers must collect:

Businesses providing ultraviolet tan-
ning services must collect the 10 percent
excise tax at the time the customer pays
for the tanning services.

If the customer fails to pay the excise
tax, the tanning service provider is liable
for the tax.

The tax does not apply to phototherapy
services performed by a licensed medical
professional on his or her premises.

The tax does not apply to spray-on
tanning services.

If a payment covers charges for tan-
ning services along with other goods and
services, the other goods and services
may be excluded from the tax if they are
separately stated and the charges do not
exceed the fair market value for those
other goods and services.

If the customer purchases bundled ser-
vices and the charges are not separately
stated, the tax applies to the portion of the
payment that can be reasonably attrib-
uted to the indoor-tanning services.

The tax does not have to be paid on
membership fees for certain qualified
physical fitness facilities that offer in-
door tanning services as an incidental
service to members without a separately
identifiable fee.

Tanning service providers must report

and pay the excise tax on a quarterly
basis.

To pay the tax, businesses must file
IRS Form 720, Quarterly Federal Ex-
cise Tax Return using an Employer
Identification Number assigned by the
IRS. Businesses that don’t already have
one can apply for an EIN online at
IRS.gov.

Find more information about the ex-
cise tax on tanning services, IRS Form
720 and other tax provisions of the Af-
fordable Care Act at IRS.gov.

WESTFIELD — Oculofacial Plastic
Surgeon, Dr. Chris Thiagarajah of
Westfield, has returned from Jakarta, In-
donesia after participating in the ORBIS
International Flying Eye Hospital Project.
The project trains Indonesian eye care
professionals to help address the country’s
dire eye health needs.

The ORBIS Flying Eye Hospital pro-
gram works to provide subspecialty oph-
thalmology training for local Indonesian
eye physicians, surgeons, nurses and other
eye care professionals. As an eye surgeon
specializing in oculofacial plastic sur-
gery, Dr. Thiagarajah was selected to
provide skills transfer to more than 200
eye-care professionals from local hospi-
tals, using hands-on surgical training,
live surgical demonstrations, lectures and
workshops in ocular oncology and recon-
structive plastic surgery.

“While I find it rewarding using my
expertise in cosmetic eye plastic surgery
to help patients achieve the aesthetic re-
sults they desire, having the opportunity
to utilize those skills to address and pre-
vent blindness, in a part of the world in
such desperate need, has been both ful-
filling and gratifying,” Dr. Thiagarajah
said upon his return from Jakarta.

According to the World Health Orga-
nization, South-East Asia has a dispro-
portionately high prevalence of blind-
ness. Of the 12 people going blind in the
world every minute, four are from South-
East Asia. The Indonesian Ministry of
Health calculates that blindness in Indo-
nesia affects approximately 1.3 million
people – the highest among Asian coun-
tries – and studies have suggested that 3
to 8 percent of the population have some
form of impaired vision.

Prompt State Action Is Required to
Stop ‘Distracted’ Driving Epidemic

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent
Gov. Chris Christie, Sen. Tom Kean and
Asm. Jon Bramnick and copied to this
newspaper. It was edited for brevity.

*****
“Look straight ahead, and fix your

eyes on what lies before you.” Proverbs
4:25.

I am sure that you share my very deep
concern about the severe traffic-safety
problems created by motor-vehicle driv-
ers who “text” or use the cell phone while
driving. Leave aside reading the newspa-
per or directions, grooming, eating, watch-
ing a GPS screen, fiddling with the radio
dial, putting in or removing a CD, or
doing any number of other things which
take the driver’s eyes off the road.

According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 5,870 traf-
fic fatalities and 515,000 injuries resulted
from distracted driving in 2008. Accord-
ing to the National Safety Council, 28
percent of the 1,600,000 crashes each
year can be attributed to driving while
using a cell phone or “texting” — also
there is a four-fold increase in the likeli-
hood of an accident.

According to a study by Virginia Tech,
Transportation Institute, “texting” while
driving increases the likelihood of a crash
or a near crash by 23 times — and the
driver takes their eyes from the road an
average of 4.5 seconds — a motor vehicle
traveling at 55 miles per hour will go the
length of a football field in that time.

Our valiant and heroic law enforce-
ment officers do their very best to keep
our public roads safe. The problem is that
there is an insufficient incentive for these
reckless drivers not to “text” or use the
cell phone while driving. Additionally, it
is far easier for law enforcement officers
to spot the erratic movements of a motor
vehicle being driven by a driver under the
influence of alcohol than it is to spot a
driver “texting.”

New Jersey law prohibits the use of
hand-held cell phones and “texting” while
driving. Yet, the fine for violating this
law is only $100. I believe, therefore, that
the law against “texting” or using the cell
phone while driving must be made as
tough, if not tougher, than the law against
driving while under the influence of alco-
hol.

The United States Department of Trans-
portation considers “texting” so danger-
ous that Secretary Ray LaHood banned
drivers of large commercial vehicles, mass
transit, and tour buses from “texting”
while driving. The fine for a violation
was set at $2,750.

The problem of distracted driving is
only going to get worse with the increas-
ing number of technological devices be-
ing placed in front of the motor-vehicle
driver. These include tracking devices,
information and entertainment features.
Technology companies, like Intel and
Google, want to put the desktop on the
dashboard. At the 2010 Consumer Elec-
tronics Trade show, 10-inch screens were
exhibited above the gearshift showing
high-definition videos, 3-D maps, and
Web pages.

Prompt state and federal action must
be taken, as well, to prevent the use of
other technological devices, which dis-
trict the driver of a motor vehicle. A
motor vehicle is not an “infotainment
center.”

The captain of a ship, the pilot of a
plane and the engineer of a train are
required always to keep their eyes peeled
to what is in front of them. We know, very
sadly, what happened when the infamous
iceberg was not spotted until it was too
late for the Titanic. We know what hap-
pened in Los Angeles in September 2008
when a Metrolink engineer was “texting”
while operating the train — 25 passen-
gers were killed and 130 passengers were
injured.

Public opposition to prohibiting cell
phone use and “texting” and other dis-
tracting technological devices while driv-
ing is no more relevant than was public
opposition to seat belts and air bags. That
many people like to “text” or use the cell
phone or the “infotainment centers,” now
appearing increasingly in motor vehicles,
cannot be allowed to influence the legis-
lative process. Nor can industry lobby-
ists. It is the responsibility of elected
officials to make driving a motor vehicle
as safe as humanly possible and not to
permit the use of “texting” and cell phones
and other technological devices which
distract drivers of motor vehicles.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

NJ SENATE

IN ACTION

NJEA Remarks on
Property Tax Cap

TRENTON – New Jersey Education
Association (teachers union) President Bar-
bara Keshishian issued this statement fol-
lowing the Assembly’s passage this week
of a 2 percent cap on property taxes:

“This is a devastating day for children
and public education in New Jersey. On
the heels of more than $1.3 billion in cuts
to public education, the Legislature and
the governor have put an ill-conceived
and shortsighted policy in place that will
prevent our public schools from ever
climbing out of the hole that has been dug
for them by the state.”

Courtesy of  Kim Block
BOTTLE LITTER...Empty plastic water bottles are strewn, littering the Jefferson
School field in Westfield last week. See letter on page 4.

NJDEP Calls for End of Power Plant
Air Pollution from Pennsylvania

TRENTON –  New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Commissioner Robert Martin has called on
the federal government to expedite action
to reduce the amount of air pollutants spew-
ing from a power plant in Pennsylvania,
located just across the Delaware River from
Knowlton Township in Warren County.

Mr. Martin made his request after ex-
pressing disappointment with the federal
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
which announced a six-month delay in
responding to DEP’s request to take
prompt steps to reduce emissions coming
from RRI Energy’s coal-fired power plant.

“This is a long-standing air pollution
issue affecting New Jersey residents that
can be improved with strong federal ac-
tion,’’ said Commissioner Martin, who is
an avid proponent of improving the state’s
poor air quality. “In view of the serious
public health violation, the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency should be
moving expeditiously to reduce pollution
coming from this plant. Anything less is
unacceptable.’’

Prevailing winds carry polluting re-
leases from RRI Energy Mid-Atlantic
Power Holdings’ Portland generating sta-
tion in Upper Mount Bethel Township
across the Delaware River and directly
into New Jersey. The emissions are known
to cause a variety of adverse health ef-
fects, including an exacerbation of asthma
and respiratory conditions, and environ-
mental impacts such as acid rain.

An air quality computer modeling
analysis of sulfur dioxide emissions from
this plant indicates they exceed levels
allowed by the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards for protection of pub-
lic health and welfare. Previous efforts by
New Jersey to have the EPA reduce the
polluting air have been dismissed or re-
buffed. New Jersey, on May 13, filed a
request under the federal Clean Air Act to
require the EPA to force the polluting
plant, owned and operated by RRI En-
ergy -- formerly Reliant Energy -- to cut
down on emissions. The EPA, which had
60 days to respond, has filed a statement
in the Federal Register extending by six
months its deadline to January 12, 2011.
The EPA contends the 60-day period was
insufficient to complete a technical re-
view, develop an adequate proposal and
allow enough time for public notice and
comment on the issue.

“We are disappointed in EPA’s deci-
sion to grant itself an extension to further

review an obvious problem that is affect-
ing public health in New Jersey,’’ said
Commissioner Martin. “This pollution
has been allowed to go on for years. The
issue needs to be resolved more quickly.’’

Gov. Chris Christie in May called on
the federal government to take prompt
action, saying, “The magnitude of the
plant’s emissions and its close proximity
make it a real threat to public health and
safety in New Jersey.’’ This is a not a new
issue to the EPA. New Jersey has a pend-
ing Clean Air Act lawsuit against RRI
Energy, alleging its Portland facility has
emitted unlawful levels of sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides and fine particles. That
suit is pending in U.S. District Court in
Pennsylvania.

More than 30,000 tons of sulfur diox-
ide are emitted annually by this one coal
fired plant in Pennsylvania, an amount
Commissioner Martin deemed to be “far
too high.’’ In contrast, seven coal-fired
power plants in New Jersey emit less than
a total of 14,000 tons of sulfur dioxide
annually, and requirements for more
scrubbers will drop this level by more
than half by 2014. The DEP believes a
scrubber should be installed to reduce
RRI Energy’s emissions by at least 95
percent to less than 1,500 tons per year.
Also, the emissions of fine particles must
be reduced, said Commissioner Martin.

Improved sulfur dioxide and particle
control also would reduce other hazard-
ous air pollutant emissions, including
hydrochloric acid, lead and mercury. The
Portland plant is situated on a 1,094-acre
tract along the west bank of the Delaware
River in Northampton County, Pa., some
10 miles southeast of Stroudsburg, Pa.
and just 500 feet from New Jersey. Built
in the 1950s and 1960s, the plant’s two
coal-fired generating units have no air
pollution controls for some contaminants,
including sulfur dioxide and mercury,
and have outdated controls for nitrogen
oxides and particulate matter. As a result,
air contaminant emissions generated by
the plant are very high. In fact, the Port-
land plant is the fifth highest emitter of
sulfur dioxide per megawatt of power
generated in the entire country, mostly
due to its use of a high sulfur coal content
and lack of a scrubber device.

The link to the EPA’s Federal Register
notice is edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/
pdf/2010-16890.pdf Full text of the DEP’s
petition can be found at state.nj.us/dep/
baqp/petition/126petition.htm.

The Enterprise
By HORACE CORBIN

SAL CARUANA and PETER ECHAUSSE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

www.goleader.com/planet

(On Vacation)

Orientation Sessions Set for This
Summer At Union County College

CRANFORD – Union County College
(UCC) will be hosting orientation ses-
sions this summer for students who are
going to be starting classes at UCC this
fall and for those who may still be inter-
ested in enrolling for the fall semester.
The orientation sessions will be held in
July and August. Attendees can choose
the session that best fits their schedule.

The sessions will be held on Tuesday,
July 20 at 3:30 p.m. on the college’s
Plainfield campus at 232 East Second
Street; on Wednesday, July 28 at 3:30
p.m. at the college’s Elizabeth campus at
40 West Jersey Street; and on the college’s
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue on Thursday, August 12 at 8:30
a.m. and on Saturday, August 28 at 9:30
p.m.

Each session will begin with a campus
fair, which will provide students and their
parents with the opportunity to meet with
representatives of academic departments,
student organizations, and administra-
tive departments and to learn more about
Union County College. The sessions will
provide new students with the opportu-
nity to meet their future classmates, to
learn about student activities, to tour the
campus, to learn about the counseling
and tutoring services available at UCC,

and a chance to begin to explore career
paths.

To attend a session, RSVP to
orientation@ucc.edu or call (908) 709-
7518. All orientation sessions are free;
however, RSVPs are recommended.

Offering more than 75 credit programs,
UCC is focused on ensuring that its pro-
grams and facilities are equipped to pre-
pare students for the intellectual and tech-
nological demands of today.

For those wishing to pursue a bachelor’s
degree, the economics of spending the
first two years at UCC, coupled with the
many dual admissions and transfer/ar-
ticulation agreements that the college has
in place, can ease the road to junior year
status at a long list of colleges and univer-
sities throughout the U.S.

Union County College is the first of
New Jersey’s 19 community colleges. It
operates four campuses in Cranford,
Elizabeth, Plainfield and Scotch Plains.
The four campuses enroll approximately
12,000 full - or part-time credit students.
UCC also offers an extensive menu of
non-credit, continuing education and ca-
reer-training programs. The college is
accredited by the Commission on Higher
Education of the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools.


