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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Freeholder Kowalski Is Puzzled by
Buettner’s Letter to Editor

Why Is Littering
Allowed to Continue?
I just returned from my morning walk,

and observed that the Jefferson School
field is again covered with garbage. I
stopped counting at 21 water bottles in
just one small area. Why is this allowed to
happen?

The solution seems simple. Either place
garbage and recycling cans in several
locations, have the custodians clean up
the field each morning, or insist that the
Little League and soccer coaches have
their players pick up after themselves, or
deny the teams access to the fields. The
only solution that would cost any money
is the first. I think all three should be
implemented.

I’m not quite sure why this even has to
be an issue. Are people in New Jersey just
naturally slobs? (This is a Westfield na-
tive asking!) Why are we not teaching our
children to pick up after themselves? My
husband and I just came back from a
vacation in Arizona. During our 1,000-
mile journey by car, we saw less litter in
total than what currently lies on
Jefferson’s field.

Our roadsides are pigpens. (Meaning
no disrespect to the pigs.) We should all
be ashamed.

Kim Block
Westfield

Censorship Is Un-American, Perhaps
The Most Un-American Act of All

Congratulations Bill
Palatucci; Named to

National GOP from NJ
Congratulations to long-time Union

County resident Bill Palatucci (Westfield)
for being named as our New Jersey Re-
publican national committeeman. While
many of our Republican leadership in
Union County know Bill’s history and
reputation, I have included (page 3) the
press release from state chairman Jay
Webber announcing Bill’s election by
the state committee members which de-
tails his impressive political credentials.

I know that Bill enjoyed the support of
both Pat Quattrocchi (Garwood) and Jim
Foerst (Westfield), our representatives to
state committee, and want to congratu-
late him on behalf of the Union County
Republican Committee on this presti-
gious appointment to represent our state
party at the national level.

Phil Morin, Cranford
UC-GOP Chairman

Strong Cell Signal: The Price to Pay
For The Unknown Health Risks?

I welcome input from the public at
Union County Freeholder meetings.
When residents take the time to come and
address county officials, we listen care-
fully and respond with as much informa-
tion as is available.

So, I am puzzled at Mr. Buettner’s
letter (Leader/Times July 8) about a re-
cent freeholder meeting. He had some
comments and questions, and we listened
to him. Later, as Mr. Buettner was leav-
ing, I thanked him for his attention. For
reasons known only to him, he began to
shout from the back of the room.

Not every question can be answered on
the spot, but most people who attend our
meetings do come away with valuable
information and, I hope, an appreciation
for the complexity of county govern-
ment. Every day, Union County staff
provide a myriad of services, including
activities in county parks, road repair,
and help for people seeking jobs, con-
sumer information, and many other types
of assistance.

What I was saying when interrupted at

the freeholder meeting was that our free
Wednesday night concert series started at
the end of June and continues through
August in Echo Lake and Oak Ridge
Parks. On Tuesday nights, Union County
runs Family Flix – free movies for the
whole family – in a number of parks.
Other activities, such as horseback riding
and archery, are available for a small fee.

On Independence Day, we saw a fine
example of a municipal/county shared
service, when thousands of people at-
tended the fireworks display in
Nomahegan Park, a county park. The
fireworks were great, and the public safety
officers from Union County, Cranford,
Garwood and nearby towns worked to-
gether to make it a safe event. Funding for
the fireworks came from Cranford and
Union County.

Please have a look at our website to
find out more about Union County’s sum-
mer activities at: ucnj.org.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
Cranford

As I read Sal Caruana’s flag-waving
July 4th column celebrating his radical
agenda and insulting his critics, I couldn’t
help but be reminded of the saying “pa-
triotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.”

And my apologies go to the scoundrels
for comparing Caruana to them.

Caruana’s hypocrisy is, once again, on
a grand-scale display as he waves the flag
and attempts to impose censorship on my
opinions and criticisms of his record in
raising taxes more than 60 percent in
Westfield while he served in office.

Need I remind you, Sal, that censor-
ship is un-American, perhaps the most
un-American act of all. What makes this
country great is that we are indeed free to
express opinions, and do as we please —
within the guidelines of the law. And yes,
this even includes your right to donate

tens of thousands of dollars to political
candidates who supported deregulatory
financial and banking policies — the
same deregulatory policies that, ulti-
mately, benefited investment companies,
such as, yours, while completely plung-
ing this nation into an economic depres-
sion and causing record unemployment.

Yes, Sal, you have that right. But it but
doesn’t mean that I — or millions of other
Americans — agree with your positions
or what disastrous consequences these
policies have wrought. Maybe that’s why
you’d like to keep us silent.

Sebastian D’Elia
Fanwood

Writer’s Note: Sebastian D’Elia is also
the Communications Director for the
County of Union.

I’m a resident in the neighborhood
Jane Costello speaks of in her letter to the
editor of July 8. I’m not a member of the
Willow Grove Swim Club, nor do I serve
on any boards. I’m simply a homeowner
in the Maple Hill section of Scotch Plains.
Contrary to Mrs. Costello’s comments, it
is still an extremely pleasant neighbor-
hood to reside. I would like to comment
on a number of her other statements.

I walk my dog along with the rest of the
pet owners in the neighborhood. We have
as many pets as we do children here, and
the atmosphere is, and always has been, a
friendly one. I’m unaware of anyone who
is unable to engage in exercising them-
selves or their pet for fear of slander over
their position on the cell-tower debate.

I’m also a believer in free speech and,
as such, I posted a sign on my lawn
expressing my opposition regarding the
tower. Many of my neighbors have done
the same. I would like to clarify that
neither my sign nor any one of the others
on my street or Maple Hill face Jane
Costello’s front door. Each one is placed
on our property facing the street in order
to be seen by passersbys.

The front of Mrs. Costello’s home isn’t
even on Maple Hill where the signs are
placed. I’ve never distributed material
regarding this matter nor do I know of
anyone passing out propaganda. I’ve never
blogged about this.

I was compelled to respond to Jane
Costello’s letter, however, because, quite
frankly, I’m insulted by many of her
statements and assumptions.

I acknowledge Mrs. Costello’s point
— we do live in a wireless world and
having the ability for connectivity is both
important and necessary. The fact that I
can’t use my cell phone inside my house
can be frustrating at times, but luckily, I
have a landline. From what I understand,
the proposed cell tower placed at Willow
Grove Swim Club will do nothing to

improve cell phone service in or around
my home. My WiFi service has never
been an issue.

I believe the concerns about property
values are quite valid. While I’m not fond
of how aesthetically unpleasant this cell
tower will look on our landscape, my first
and foremost worry is one of safety. In
my opinion, it’s too early in the technol-
ogy game to conclude that RF emissions
are harmless to humans, regardless that
they are currently deemed as being so.
Look at how many other things have been
cited as harmless (asbestos, cigarettes
and, more recently, the recovery effort at
Ground Zero), only to find out years later
that just the opposite was true.

Erecting a cell tower in close proxim-
ity to my home and my children’s school
is a risk — one that won’t be without
future consequences. Forget “who wants
to purchase a home with scattered cell
service!” Who wants to jeopardize the
future health and welfare of their children
and themselves by sleeping next to cell
tower emissions? Why would anyone
want their kids bombarded by radio fre-
quencies while learning their ABC’s?

Not having a strong signal is a small
price to pay for the unknown health risks
that could surface in the coming years.
It’s a risk that I am not willing to take.

No one should be accosting Mrs.
Costello or attacking members of the
Willow Grove Swim Club because of
their support for this issue, and vice versa.
This subject is, obviously, a very pas-
sionate one for many people. That doesn’t
mean it can’t be debated intelligently,
reasonably and in a respectful manner.

I find it unfortunate that Jane Costello
feels she is surrounded by such ignorant
neighbors. Not only am I disappointed,
but also I take offense that the solution
she proposed is for us to sell our homes.

Judy Lanfredi Mouckas
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tetric – Perverse; harsh
2. Haje – The Egyptian cobra
3. Scatophagous – Subsisting on dung
4. Quean – A bold, immoral woman; a

slut

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

QUAICH
1. A pimple
2. A shallow cup or drinking vessel
3. Covered with filth
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

LAMINIFEROUS
1. Consisting of layers
2. Extremely remorseful; tearful
3. Consisting of large amounts of iron
4. Very pale or faded

ZOOPRAXISCOPE
1. The average life span of animals in

captivity
2. An early kind of moving-picture

projector
3. The study of the diversity of indig-

enous species in a given region
4. The measurement of population

growth of herding animals
OPHIOLATRY

1. The art of making brass-wind musi-
cal instruments

2. The art of making wine
3. The worship of snakes
4. Basket making

Is Building a Cell Tower at Swim Club
Worth Allienating Adjacent Neighbors?

Fanwood Democrats
Innovate Tax Relief

I want to take this opportunity to ap-
plaud the Fanwood Borough Council and
Mayor Colleen Mahr for their innovative
leadership in continually seeking ways to
reduce the municipal tax burden on our
residents while maintaining the quality
services we have come to expect.

The recent initiative to utilize skilled
labor for specific projects through an
agreement with the Laborers’ Interna-
tional Union of North America to supple-
ment the work already being done by our
dependable and efficient Fanwood Pub-
lic Works Department is to be applauded.
This comes right on the heels of a recent
shared-services agreement with the
County of Union to handle our police
dispatching – the first such agreement in
Union County.

For the past seven years, our Fanwood
Democratic Council has continued to look
for and execute real solutions to the many
economic challenges we currently face.
They believe, like I do, that every dollar
counts.

Joan Feller
Fanwood

One of the things that make Scotch
Plains such a great place to live is its sense
of community. Neighbors genuinely care
about one another, and for the most part
are considerate towards fellow members
of the community. It therefore saddened
me when I first heard that the board
members of the Willow Grove Swim
Club signed an agreement to build a 120
foot cell tower on its property without
taking into consideration the effect it
would have on the surrounding neighbor-
hood.

Although legally it is within their right
to petition the Board of Adjustment for a
variance, one must wonder why they
would do such a thing without consider-
ing the wishes of their neighbors. These
wishes were made apparent three years
ago when members of the local commu-
nity showed up to express their disap-
proval of the construction of a cell tower
in a residential area adjacent to the
McGinn Elementary School.

In the face of this opposition, the Wil-
low Grove Swim Club is once again
asking for a variance to build a 120 ft cell
tower on its grounds. It would appear the
swim club wants this cell tower to keep
the membership dues at this private club
low at the expense of nearby residents.
Forcing your neighbors to look at an
unsightly cell tower and having their chil-
dren attend school just within 200 yards
of this tower is just selfish. It shows a
complete disregard for the surrounding
community.

It therefore surprises me that a member
of the Willow Grove Swim Club would
write a letter to this paper (July 8) ex-
pressing her distain for people placing
signs on their lawns expressing their dis-
approval of the planned cell tower. Yes, it
is unfortunate that the cell tower plan has
created a rift in the neighborhood, but it is
arrogant to criticize those who care enough

about the community to speak out against
the cell tower. The inconsiderate action
of the swim club has prompted the need
for people to express their displeasure of
this unfair plan.

I have to ask the board of the Willow
Grove Swim Club if building a 120-foot
cell tower is worth alienating the adjacent
community? Wouldn’t it be better to in-
crease the membership of the swim club
or just raise the assessment on existing
members as other private clubs have?
One can only dream that members of the
Willow Grove Swim Club will contact
their board of directors and ask them, for
the betterment of community, to break
their contract with T-mobile.

In the meantime, I will continue to
have my Stop the Cell Tower sign proudly
displayed on my lawn and will be attend-
ing every municipal Board of Adjust-
ment meeting with my neighbors to ex-
press my opposition to this proposal.

Ted Spera
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Lance Criticizes Obama Healthcare Appointment
Without Senate Questions or Public Hearing

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), on Tuesday,
criticized the recess appointment of
Dr. Donald Berwick as the new ad-
ministrator of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services (CMS).
A recess appointment allows Dr.
Berwick to assume the nation’s top
health care post without undergoing
public confirmation hearings in the
United States Senate.

“It is deeply troubling that rather
than going through the standard nomi-
nation process, as required by the
U.S. Constitution, the White House
has chosen a recess appointment for
Dr. Berwick,” Mr. Lance said. “The
United States Senate should at least

have had an opportunity to question
Dr. Berwick about the new health-
care law and his past comments on
the British health-care system and
the possible rationing of health
care.”

As a recess appointee, Dr. Berwick
will have all the powers of a perma-
nent appointee. But under the Consti-
tution, his appointment will expire at
the end of the next session of Con-
gress, in late 2011. According to news
reports, Dr. Berwick has praised
Britain’s National Health Service, and
he told an interviewer last year: “The
decision is not whether or not we will
ration care – the decision is whether
we will ration with our eyes open.

And right now, we are doing it
blindly.” Dr. Berwick added that
wealthy individuals must redistrib-
ute their wealth to those less fortu-
nate for health-care funding. Also
during this speech, he told those in
attendance that he opposes free mar-
kets.

“The head of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services will be
responsible for the large entitlement
programs and will also play an enor-
mous role in the implementation of
the new health-care law. Congress
and the American People deserved a
full and open hearing on the confir-
mation of Dr. Donald Berwick,” Mr.
Lance concluded.

Stop & Shop Improvement Is
Needed for Westfield Residents

Stop & Shop Supermarket is looking to make
significant improvements to their store on Elm Street.
The complete plans have not been made public.
Improvements proposed include extending food
preparation to the basement area, allowing for an
outside display of seasonal merchandise, such as
floral products, and parking expansion. We agree
that the store needs an upgrade.

There has been talk of competition, perhaps poten-
tial bad blood, developing between Stop & Shop and
Village Super Market on this hearing. Village Super
Market operates two-dozen Shopritesupermarkets —
including a large Shoprite across the Westfield line in
Garwood. Westfield, with 30,000 people, thus, and
unbelievably has only one supermarket in town.

Westfield’s saga of battling supermarkets dates
back to the early 1990s when Village Super Market,
based out of Springfield, went before the Westfield
and Garwood planning boards for approval of its
application to build the Shoprite. They faced strong
opposition from Mayfair Super Markets, which then
owned and operated the store on Elm Street as a
Foodtown (and later as Edwards). Village’s proposal
was opposed with funding from Reilly Oldsmobile.
Reilly’s property was within 200 feet of the Westfield
Lumber and Home Center where the ShopRite origi-
nally was to be built.

Along with this, significant public opposition was
organized in Westfield against the development.

As those proceedings moved forward and then
stagnated, Garwood pulled out of the joint applica-
tion hearings and amended their master plan to allow

the development of the Shoprite totally within their
borders. After the Westfield Planning Board rejected
Village’s application, Garwood approved an amended
application which placed the supermarket entirely in
Garwood, right on the dividing line with Westfield.
There were numerous lawsuits that tied up the case
for years. We hope the Stop & Shop proposal does
not get mired with similar, unproductive litigation.

Assuming it’s done right, we support Stop &
Shop’s desire to improve the Elm Street store. As the
only supermarket in town (Trader Joe’s is a specialty
store), we believe Westfield residents should have a
more modern place to shop. Stop & Shop has already
invested millions of dollars by purchasing two adja-
cent properties, which they plan to demolish.

The business of Garwood ShopRite is booming.
Sometimes it is impossible to find a parking spot.
There seems to be enough business to go around
between Stop & Shop and Shoprite.

We wonder if Shoprite is going to get involved
with the Stop & Shop hearing, as Mayfair did against
them back in the 1990s. One of their owners was in
attendance at last week’s Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment hearing and was talking with an attorney for a
resident opposing the Stop & Shop application.

Regardless of whether or not the Stop & Shop plan
becomes reality, the Garwood ShopRite would re-
main significantly larger than the Elm Street super-
market and continue to attract residents from through-
out the Westfield, Fanwood and Cranford region.

Westfield residents deserve to have a store that
meets high standards and appropriate development.

See more letters on page 5


