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SQUAD HONORS…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad member Ronen Bercovicz,
left, poses with his Overlook Hospital 2010 EMT Excellence Award. Joining him are
Squad Captain Lynn Feldman, who accepted the Overlook Hospital 2010 Recog-
nition Award on behalf of the squad, and Dr. Paul Mastrokyriakos of Overlook
Hospital, who presented the awards at the Overlook Hospital 14th Annual 2010
EMS Awards Dinner held at the hospital in May.
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State Privatization Report
Identifies $200 Mil. in Savings

County to Present Event
For Recycling Electronics

SCOTCH PLAINS — The County
of Union will sponsor a recycling
event for electronic equipment on
Saturday, July 24, so Union County
residents can get rid of unwanted
computers, televisions and other
electronic equipment.

The recycling event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the campus
of the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools, located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains near the John
H. Stamler Police Academy.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost.
There will be a limit of six electronic
items per car.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on July 24 includes com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPUs, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions,
VCRs, fax machines, telephones and
circuit boards.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their unwanted
electronic equipment. Workers at the
site will unload the vehicles. Pre-
registration is not required.

Refrigerators, washers and dry-
ers, microwaves and air condition-
ers will not be accepted.

A complete list of the materials that
will be accepted on July 24 is avail-

able at the Union County Bureau of
Planning and Environmental Conser-
vation website: ucnj.org/recycle.

The electronics collection will be
held rain or shine, for Union County
residents only and not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency
will be required.

In addition to the special July 24
recycling event sponsored by the
County of Union, there are other
local opportunities for residents to
recycle electronic equipment. Visit
ucnj.org/recycle for more computer
and electronics recycling options.

For more information about recy-
cling events, call the Union County
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-
9889.

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie last Friday received the re-
port of the New Jersey Privatization
Task Force, calling it a path to a more
efficient, cost-effective government.
The report identifies more than $200
million in potential cost savings from
across state agencies.

“In March, I asked the Privatization
Task Force to develop a strategy that
would reduce the size, scope and cost
of state government,” Governor
Christie said. “What they have pro-
vided is a path for change that will
benefit New Jersey’s taxpayers
through improvements in the quality
of public service programs and ser-
vices delivered to our citizens, with-
out placing further burdens upon the
state budget. I look forward to further
reviewing these recommendations.”

Overall, privatization has been used
effectively by the federal government,
other states and by some New Jersey
State departments and municipali-
ties, resulting in efficiencies and cost
savings for labor and technology,
competitive procurement improve-
ments, enhanced timeliness and in-
creased access to outside expertise
and innovation for these organiza-
tions, according to the governor’s
office.

Gathering input from an array of
privatization experts, stakeholders
and the general public, the five-mem-
ber task force held public hearings in
Trenton, Summit and Voorhees to
help formulate its recommendations
for a comprehensive approach to
streamlining certain areas of govern-
ment operations.

According to the report, to estab-
lish privatization as an effective
policy, an appropriate management
structure should be in place, suitable
policies should be adopted and best
practices should be followed.

Among the department-specific
recommendations made by the Task
Force: privatize Housing and Uni-
form Construction Code enforcement

and explore opportunities to priva-
tize inmate medical health services
and correctional facilities’ food ser-
vices within the Department of Cor-
rections; enter into long-term con-
cession agreements for the operation
and management of all state parks;
outsource boiler and pressure vessel
inspections, and fully decentralize
passenger vehicle inspections within
the Motor Vehicle Commission.

At the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority, the task force recommends
outsourcing manual toll collection
while also instituting the use of long-
term, performance-based highway
maintenance contracts within the
Department of Transportation. Also
recommended was the outsourcing
of workers’ compensation claims pro-
cessing and all pension, payroll and
benefit payment systems.

“Our task force learned that major
privatization initiatives succeed only
when they are undertaken by a leader
with the political will to overcome
bureaucratic inertia and confront en-
trenched interests,” said former Re-
publican Rep. Dick Zimmer, who
chaired the task force. “We are confi-
dent that Governor Christie has the
requisite political will to deliver the
benefits of privatization to the tax-
payers of New Jersey.”

Governor Christie signed Execu-
tive Order 17 creating the New Jersey
Privatization Task Force on March
11 to examine areas where govern-
ment services and functions could be
provided by the private sector. In
addition to Mr. Zimmer, task force
members included Todd Caliguire,
president, ANW/Crestwood, Inc.;
Kathleen Davis, executive vice-presi-
dent and chief operating officer for
the Chamber of Commerce of South-
ern New Jersey; John Galandak, presi-
dent of the Commerce and Industry
Association of New Jersey, and Kelly
Hatfield, a former Summit council-
woman and 2008 Congressional can-
didate.

Christie Blasts Unions
At Conference in Boston

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie on Monday was appointed to
the executive committee of the Na-
tional Governors Association (NGA)
during the closing forum of the group’s
102nd annual meeting in Boston.

“We’ve demonstrated in New Jer-
sey that, working together, we can
achieve realistic and sustainable so-
lutions to our biggest problems,”
Governor Christie said. “As a mem-
ber of the executive committee, I
look forward to sharing a very dis-
tinct New Jersey perspective on some
of the most serious fiscal and eco-
nomic issues facing governors all
across the country.”

The nine-person executive com-
mittee, comprised of four members
of the chairman’s party and five mem-
bers of the opposite party, is respon-
sible for overseeing operations and
establishing the policy issue priori-
ties of the organization.

Governor Christie has served on
the NGA Economic Development and
Commerce Committee since he took
office in January. Founded in 1908,
the National Governors Association
is a bipartisan organization of the
nation’s governors who come together
to promote leadership, best practices
and a unified voice on national policy.

At the conference, Governor
Christie blasted public employee
unions, arguing that states must scale
back scheduled pay increases and
health benefits for state workers to
avoid a long-term fiscal crisis.

Governor Christie used the open-
ing press conference at the summer
meeting of the NGA to bring a battle
he has been waging in his state to a
national forum.

With state budgets wrecked by the
recession, governors and legislators
in some states have begun to confront
the sizeable long-term liabilities of
public employee contracts.

Govovenor Christie, who was elected
last November and faced an $11-bil-
lion deficit, said it’s time for significant
changes in the compensation and ben-
efits of public employees. “The public-
sector unions need to become part of
the shared sacrifice and they’re refus-
ing to,” Governor Christie said.

Other governors have taken steps
recently to confront the unions. In
California, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger (R), who is dealing
with huge budgetary problems, has
renegotiated contracts with several
smaller unions in an effort to reduce

long-term obligations to public-sec-
tor employees.

Governor Christie said private-sec-
tor unionized workers in his state are
enduring high rates of unemployment
while being asked to pay higher prop-
erty taxes to fund, in part, salary
increases and free health care for
public sector employees.

“Should there be one specialized
sector of our society that is sheltered
from the recession?” Governor
Christie said to reporters at the state-
house in Boston. “My view is they
shouldn’t be. I’m not asking them to
do any more than the private sector
folks have already been enduring for
the last 18 months or so.”

Governor Christie’s new budget in-
cludes reforms for future public-sec-
tor employees, and he said he and
legislators have agreed to take on the
issue of the costs for current employ-
ees between now and this fall. “The
time has come to bend the benefit
curve,” he said.

IRS First-Time Homebuyer
Credit Extended to Sept.

MOUNTAINSIDE –The Internal
Revenue Service has announced that
the deadline for the completion of
qualifying First-Time Homebuyer
Credit purchases has been extended.
Taxpayers who entered into a bind-
ing contract before the end of April
now have until Thursday, September
30, to close on the home.

The Homebuyer Assistance and
Improvement Act of 2010, enacted on
July 2, extended the closing deadline
from June 30 to September 30 for
eligible homebuyers who entered into
a binding purchase contract on or be-
fore April 30 to close on the purchase
of the home on or before June 30.

Here are five facts from the IRS
about the First-Time Homebuyer
Credit and how to claim it.

1. If you entered into a binding
contract on or before April 30 to buy
a principal residence located in the
United States you must close on the
home on or before September 30.

2. To be considered a first-time
homebuyer, you and your spouse – if
you are married – must not have
jointly or separately owned another
principal residence during the three

years prior to the date of purchase.
3. To be considered a long-time

resident homebuyer, your settlement
date must be after November 6, 2009
and you and your spouse – if you are
married – must have lived in the
same principal residence for any con-
secutive five-year period during the
eight-year period that ended on the
date the new home is purchased.

4. The maximum credit for a first-
time homebuyer is $8,000. The maxi-
mum credit for a long-time resident
homebuyer is $6,500.

5. To claim the credit, you must file
a paper return and attach Form 5405,
First Time Homebuyer Credit, along
with all required documentation, in-
cluding a copy of the binding contract.
New homebuyers must attach a copy
of the properly executed settlement
statement used to complete the pur-
chase. Long-time residents are en-
couraged to attach documentation cov-
ering the five-consecutive-year period,
such as Form 1098, Mortgage Interest
Statements, property tax records or
homeowner’s insurance records.

For more information, visit
IRS.gov/recovery.

Asm. Wisniewski Votes
Against 2-Percent Cap
TRENTON — Assemblyman John

Wisniewski, Chairman of the New
Jersey Democratic State Committee,
has released the following statement
on the 2-percent cap legislation that
passed the Assembly by a 71-4 vote:

“Today (Monday) I cast a vote
against the conditional veto because
it does not contain the conditions the
Governor himself laid out when he
visited this chamber. I agree with the
goals of the cap, especially in light of
the success of the current cap passed
by Democrats three years ago.

“In today’s New York Times, the
Governor and his aides admitted this is
all part of his strategy to demonize
public employees to meet his political
goals. We already know that billions in
local aid and property tax rebates were
cut so he could fund his massive tax cut
for the 16,000 millionaires in this state.

“There is no exception for reduc-
tion in state aid, no exception for
energy-cost increases, no exception
for current contracts and no excep-
tion for increases in state-mandated
reserves for uncollected taxes. All of
these factors are out of the hands of
local governing bodies.

“As was said on the floor of the
Assembly, this bill needs work – there
are many flaws. My ‘no’ vote was a
vote for us getting it right.”

Law Would Cap N.J.
Spending at 2 Percent
TRENTON – State Senator Steve

Oroho (LD-24, Sparta) introduced
legislation that would cap state spend-
ing at 2-percent annually. This legis-
lation comes on the heels of the 2-
percent property-tax cap passed by
the Senate. “It is very important that
the state demonstrate the same fiscal
restraint that we are asking of local
and county governments and school
boards,” Mr. Oroho stated.
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Rescue Squad Earns Honors
As Fund Drive Continues

WESTFIELD – Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad member Ronen
Bercovicz recently received the
Overlook Hospital 2010 EMT Ex-
cellence Award.

Mr. Bercovicz, a Westfield resident,
joined the squad after graduating from
high school and has been an EMT on
the squad for 16 years. He has per-
formed three CPR saves while on duty.

The award was presented at the
Overlook Hospital Fourteenth An-
nual 2010 EMS Awards Dinner, which
was held at the hospital in Summit.

In addition to Mr. Bercovicz’s
award, the all-volunteer squad re-
ceived the Overlook Hospital 2010
Recognition Award. On hand to ac-
cept the award was squad Captain
Lynn Feldman.

These awards for EMT excellence
and squad performance come as the

squad’s 2010 fund drive continues.
The annual fund drive started in March,
and all residents should have received
mailings asking for their continued
support of the squad with a donation.

Reid Edles, president of the
Westfield Rescue Squad, explained
that the squad looks to every person in
Westfield to donate money to provide
for the ongoing operation of the orga-
nization. The Westfield Rescue Squad
receives no funds from the Town of
Westfield or the State of New Jersey,
and relies solely on contributions to
the squad’s annual fund drive.

The squad will enter into its 60th
year of service in 2011. The emer-
gency medical services the squad pro-
vides 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, are free of charge. For more
information on the squad, call (908)
233-2500.


