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Scutari Decries Red-Light
Cameras as ‘Big Brother’

TRENTON – In light of reports
that two companies involved in de-
veloping “red-light” cameras are
planning to market similar technol-
ogy to be used for parking enforce-
ment, state Senator Nicholas Scutari
(LD-22, Linden) has voiced his op-
position to the use of video surveil-
lance for minor vehicle-related in-
fractions.

“The red-light pilot program is
riddled with problems and, under
the guise of public safety, is being
used as a revenue raiser for cash-
strapped municipalities. A parking-
enforcement program would be just
another hidden tax,” Mr. Scutari said.
“It’s shameful that any government
would resort to targeting its own
residents for minor traffic infrac-
tions as a means to raise money. This
has got to stop.”

Mr. Scutari reiterated his opposi-
tion to the enforcement method amid
reports that RedFlex and ACS, which
market red-light cameras, are plan-
ning to expand their products to video
and electronic surveillance technol-
ogy to enforce parking regulations.

“These programs are not about
public safety, but about bringing in
new revenue for municipalities that
are in a financial crunch,” Mr. Scutari
said. “It’s time we put a stop to these
‘Big Brother’ tactics once and for all.
Enough is enough.”

Mr. Scutari is the sponsor of legis-
lation (S-197) that would repeal the
five-year pilot program that allows
“red-light” cameras at 48 intersec-
tions across the state, half of which
are up and running. The senator said
it has proven problematic, resulting
in the issuance of tickets to vehicle
owners as opposed to drivers. He also
has raised concerns that cameras
could cause drivers to stop short at an
intersection to avoid a ticket, result-
ing in a traffic accident.

Mr. Scutari added that a recent
case out of California – in which a
panel of Orange County Superior
Court judges ruled that photos and
videos from red-light cameras by
police were inadmissible as evidence
– also raises questions regarding the
constitutionality of red-light cam-
eras.

Scotch Plains GOP Campaign Release

SP GOP Rip Dems on Cap
Compromise With Governor

Sal Trifiro, Tony Patti and William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates
for the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil, commented this week on the re-
cent “compromise” reached by the
Christie Administration and the
Democratic-controlled state legisla-
ture on the initiative to cap property
taxes in New Jersey.

“While on the surface, the spirit of
compromise is a refreshing and wel-
come concept for our political lead-
ers, it is the overburdened property
taxpayers of New Jersey who will
have to pay the heavy price of this
compromise,” Mr. Trifiro said. “The
three Republican candidates for the
Scotch Plains Township Council are
already on record and still firmly
believe that the only way to have true

tax reform and lasting tax relief is by
amending our State Constitution. The
Democrats controlling the state Leg-
islature have blocked this from hap-
pening, and we fear that, as in the
past, any progress made here toward
true reform will be rife with loop-
holes and exemptions, and residents
will still see significant increases in
property taxes when they were prom-
ised otherwise.”

Mr. Patti added, “The beauty of the
Governor’s initial Cap 2.5 plan was
that it would have allowed the citi-
zens of New Jersey to have a direct
say on this critical matter by a No-
vember referendum to amend the
State Constitution. Having a prop-
erty-tax cap chiseled in stone in the
Constitution would have prevented
Trenton politicians or an activist New
Jersey Supreme Court from undoing
the will of the people and allowing us
to backslide into the scourge of ever-
escalating property taxes. By block-
ing the placement of the Cap 2.5
Referendum on the November ballot,
Democrats controlling both houses
of our state Legislature won’t allow
the voters of New Jersey to be heard,
and that is reprehensible.”

Mr. Vastine concluded, “We can
understand Governor Christie’s frus-
tration with Trenton Democrats for
blocking the will of the people be-
cause, as taxpayers, we are also frus-
trated and fed up with politics as
usual. We can also understand why
the Governor had to compromise.
Because the Democrats would not
vote to place the referendum on the
ballot, Governor Christie feared that
nothing of substance on property-
tax reform would have happened
this year. We are hopeful, yet justifi-
ably skeptical, that this legislative
compromise will accomplish what it
is purported to do.

We are also hopeful that Governor
Christie will not abandon the concept
of a constitutional cap on property
taxes. State Legislative elections will
take place in 2011 and hopefully will
provide the Governor with new mem-
bers of the state Senate and Assembly
who will no longer stand in the way of
true property-tax reform.”

Asm. DeCroce Comments
On Passage of 2-Percent Cap

Health Dept. to Offer
Meningitis Vaccine

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department will be
offering free meningitis vaccinations
to the following individuals:

Individuals 11 through 18 years of
age; college freshmen living in dor-
mitories; microbiologists who are
routinely exposed to meningococcal
bacteria; U.S. military recruits; any-
one traveling to, or living in, a part of
the world where meningococcal dis-
ease is common, such as parts of
Africa; anyone who has a damaged
spleen, or whose spleen has been
removed and anyone who has an im-
mune system disorder.

Meningitis is a common name for
infections in the membranes that sur-
round the brain and spinal cord. About
3,000 individuals get meningitis each
year in the United States and can be
fatal in about 10 percent of cases.

Meningitis is spread through per-
son-to-person contact with an infected
individual. Symptoms can include se-
vere headache, high fever and stiff
neck. While meningitis can be serious
and sometimes fatal, the vaccine is
“highly effective,” according to the
health department. Contact the
Westfield Regional Health Department
at (908) 789-4070 for an appointment
to receive this free vaccine.

Palatucci Named GOP
National Committeeman

TRENTON — New Jersey Repub-
lican State Committee Chairman Jay
Webber has announced the nomina-
tion of William Palatucci of Westfield
as New Jersey Republican national
committeeman. He replaces David
Norcross, who is
stepping down. Mr.
Norcross had been
the Republican Na-
tional Committee-
man (RNC) for
nearly 30 years. The
appointment is ef-
fective Sunday, Au-
gust 15.

Mr. Palatucci was
appointed by the
state GOP commit-
tee, which consists
of 42 members, a
man and woman
from each of New
Jersey’s 21 counties. Twenty-four of
those members attended a special
meeting of the committee last Thurs-
day in Princeton to vote to fill the
vacancy.

“David Norcross has played an in-
tegral role in the success of not only
the New Jersey Republican State Com-
mittee, but also as our national com-
mitteeman with the RNC. While
David’s involvement will surely be
missed, he has left an indelible mark
on our party,” Mr. Webber said. “As
much as we will miss David, Bill
Palatucci will do a fine job as he steps
into David’s shoes as our national
committeeman. Bill brings a tremen-
dous wealth of experience to this role
and will be a great success. I look
forward to working with him.”

Mr. Palatucci has had an extensive
career in politics. He has worked as
campaign manager in New Jersey for
President Ronald Reagan, President
George H. W. Bush and Governor Tho-
mas H. Kean. Mr. Palatucci has also
served as senior advisor to the New
Jersey Bush-Cheney 2000 campaign.
He has also been a consultant for the
campaigns of Christine Todd Whitman,
New York Rep. Susan Kelly, New Jer-
sey Attorney General Cary Edwards’
campaigns for governor in 1989 and

1993, and Bergen County Executive
Pat Schuber.

When reached for comment on Mon-
day, Mr. Palatucci said the position is
voluntary in nature and that he would
not receive any compensation. He said

the committee provides
“support and oversight”
while the day-to-day
operations remain in the
hands of the national
chairman, Michael
Steele, and his staff.

“It is made up of a
national committeeman
and national commit-
teewoman from each of
the 50 states, and (they)
kind of act as a board of
directors,” Mr. Palatucci
said. “One of their big-
gest roles is the conduct
of the national conven-

tion (to select the party’s Presidential
candidate) which takes place every four
years.” Ginny Haines of Ocean County
is the GOP committeewoman from New
Jersey. She is a former state assembly-
woman and ex-lottery director.

Mr. Palatucci told The Leader and
The Times that “it is a big honor.” “It
brings with it the responsibility of
knowing what is going on in Wash-
ington with the national party.” He
said he always been interested in na-
tional politics since he ran President
Reagan’s and President Bush’s New
Jersey state campaigns. “This (GOP
national committeeman position) is a
way to continue doing that,” he said.

A former finance chairman for the
New Jersey Republican State Com-
mittee, Mr. Palatucci most recently
served as co-chairman of the Inaugu-
ral 2010 Committee for Governor
Chris Christie and Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Guadagno. He is a graduate
of Seton Hall University of Law and
Rutgers College, where he received
his undergraduate degree.

Currently, Mr. Palatucci is senior
vice-president and general counsel
for public affairs at Community Edu-
cation Centers, Inc.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
report.

Union County Clerk Discusses
Puerto Rican Birth Certificates

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reports that the
government of Puerto Rico recently
approved an amendment that extends
the validity of Puerto Rican birth
certificates for three months, through
September 30. The extension pro-
vides a transition period as Puerto
Rico begins issuing new, more secure
birth certificates.

“The extension gives our Puerto
Rico-born citizens greater flexibility
in applying for their new birth certifi-
cates, which are often used for school
enrollment, travel, new passports and
other activities,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“During the three-month window,
native Puerto Ricans living in Union
County may use their current birth
certificate, which will still be valid.”

“An adult Puerto Rican who wants
to renew a passport does not need a
new birth certificate,” Ms. Rajoppi
added. “But for a child’s passport
renewal, or for a first-time passport
for any native Puerto Rican, a new
birth certificate will be required.”

According to the Puerto Rico Fed-
eral Affairs Administration (PRFAA),
only those who need a birth certifi-
cate for an upcoming transaction or

official purpose need apply right
away. Those who want to obtain a
copy for their private records can do
so at a later date to avoid an unneces-
sary rush of applications.

The county clerk urges native
Puerto Ricans, who are U.S. citizens
at birth, to visit the PRFAA website
at: prfaa.com/birthcertificates or call
(787) 767-9120 for more informa-
tion about the birth-certificate law.
Completed applications for a new
birth certificate may be mailed to the
Puerto Rico Vital Statistics Record
Office, P.O. Box 11854, San Juan,
Puerto Rico 00910.

The law to invalidate previously
issued birth certificates was enacted
by Puerto Rico after collaboration
with the U.S. Department of State
and the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security. The legislation called
for issuing new, security-enhanced
certificates to combat the unlawful
use of Puerto Rico-issued birth cer-
tificates to commit fraud and identity
theft.

For further information about pass-
port applications and other services
of the Union County Clerk’s office,
call (908) 527-4966.

Deficit Hits $1 Trillion
In June for Second Year

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In re-
sponse to the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) on July 8 announcing
that the federal deficit surpassed the
$1-trillion mark in June for the sec-
ond straight year, Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) released the following state-
ment:

“Out-of-control spending on
Obamacare, bank bailouts and failed
stimulus plans is costing trillions of
dollars in borrowing,” Mr. Lance said.
“Our current fiscal path is unsustain-
able. An aggressive plan is needed to
tackle the debt and put our nation on
a glide path toward fiscal restraint
and reduced spending. Congress and
the President cannot continue spend-
ing money that we simply do not
have.”

The announcement by the non-par-
tisan CBO comes on the heels of

news reports that the nation’s debt
leapt $166 billion in a single day last
week, the third-largest increase in
U.S. history. According to news re-
ports, the one-day increase for June
30 totaled $165,931,038,264 — larger
than the entire annual deficit for fis-
cal year 2007. The figure works out
to nearly $1,500 for every U.S. House-
hold.

“Clearly, we cannot continue this
current unsustainable path of spend-
ing, deficits and debt,” Mr. Lance
said.

Mr. Lance, as freshman Congress-
man, serves on the House Financial
Services Committee.

Courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
CAMPAIGN PUSH ONWARD...Ed Potosnak, the Democratic candidate for
Congress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District, attended  a brunch this past
Sunday at the home of Westfield Councilman David Haas. Mr. Potosnak is a
teacher, scientist and small-business owner. He taught chemistry for nearly a
decade at Bridgewater-Raritan High School and Rutgers University. He was an
Albert Einstein Fellow in Rep. Mike Honda’s (D-Calif.) office, where he worked
on education policy. For more information on his campaign, visit him at
edpotosnak.com. Pictured, from left to right, are: Karen Fountain-Jardim,
former Westfield Mayor Thomas Jardim, Mr. Potosnak and David and Dana
Haas.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) has issued the follow-
ing statement as the General Assem-
bly overwhelmingly, on Monday, ap-
proved legislation that will cap prop-
erty taxes at 2 percent and gives voters
the final say on spending in their town
or school district:

“Today’s vote represents a victory
for taxpayers, who have waited many
years for elected officials to address
their number-one concern – property
taxes. It is a signal that special inter-
ests no longer set the agenda in Tren-
ton at taxpayers’ expense. Cap 2.0
marks the beginning of a reform pro-

cess which mandates that government
establish spending priorities and be-
come more efficient.

“This legislation is the most impor-
tant initiative in the governor’s tool
kit, as it puts property taxpayers first
by limiting county, local and school
spending. Just as important is the fact
that voters will now have a say in
whether government spending should
go beyond the capped level, not bu-
reaucrats. It marks the beginning of
the process where we now must focus
our attention on the remaining tool kit
measures in order to provide mayors
and local officials the ability to work
within the cap.”

The legislation was passed on Thurs-
day by the Senate, 36-3, and by the
Assembly, 73-4, on Monday, and  now
heads to Governor Chris Christie’s
desk.

Native Plant Group
Establishes UC Chapter

SUMMIT — The Native Plant
Society of New Jersey, a non-profit
statewide organization dedicated to
study native flora in the state, has
established a Union County chapter.
The group held its inaugural meeting
at the Reeves-Reed Arboretum in
Summit last month.

“Attendance was strong, with a
wide variety of attendees from towns
across the county on hand,” said Rob-
ert Aronds, a board member and presi-
dent of the Union County chapter.
“Membership in the society is grow-
ing so quickly that we needed to act.
The kinds of activities we conduct –
presentations and lectures on envi-
ronmental issues, nature walks, gar-
den tours, and advising on design and
maintenance of native gardens and
landscapes – are becoming so popu-
lar that expanding into a greater num-
ber of local chapters was clearly the
way to go.”

Union County chapter meetings are
held bimonthly at Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum, located at 165 Hobart Avenue
in Summit. The next meeting will be
held Tuesday, July 27, from 7 to 8 p.m.
Michael Van Clef of the Central Jersey
Invasive Species Strike Team will
present a multi-media lecture on
“Emerging Invasives in New Jersey.”
Attendance is free and open to all.

Need a Dog Walker? 

Busy all day at work?  Going on vacation? 
 

 

Love ‘Em & Leash ‘Em Dog Walking LLC 
“Pet Care With Heart” 

 

www.lldogwalking.com 

(908) 403-4849 

‘Y’ Plans Blood Drive
Tomorrow Afternoon
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will host a blood drive tomor-
row, Friday, July 16, from noon to 6
p.m. It will take place in the Kellogg
Room at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
New Jersey Blood Services will fa-
cilitate the event.

New regulations are in effect, in-
cluding the ability of 16-year-olds to
donate blood with parental consent.
For questions about medical eligibil-
ity, call 1-(800) 933-2566.

To make an appointment in ad-
vance, call the Main “Y” Welcome
Center at (908) 233-2700. Other ques-
tions may be directed via e-mail to
j.sacca@yahoo.com.

Business Groups Slate
Networking Event

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association and
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association will hold a net-
working event on Wednesday, July
21, from 6 to 8 p.m. at 328 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

Two River Community Bank will
host a networking night for members
of the two organizations. To respond,
contact John Crisafulli at (908) 564-
0030 or jcrisafulli@tworiverbank.com.

The event will feature classics and the
cool jazz beat of Scotch Plains musician
Alex Russo. Wine, cheese, gourmet cof-
fee and desserts will be served.

William Palatucci


