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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

August 7, 2008 Katie Rogers for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER MUSIC... Scotch Plains residents fill the Village Green (2008) for the township’s participation in National Night
Out, including a concert by New Jersey rock band Dog Voices. This year, the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Series will start
next week. The schedule is: July 15, with Doug Clarke and the Rutgers Rebels Jazz Quintet; July 22, with Westfield
Symphony Orchestra; July 29, with John Powers Band; August 3, with National Night Out, Hudson Sound & Space Jamz
6:30 p.m., Midlife Crisis, 7:30 p.m.; August 12, with Eric Harrison Crash Chorus; August 19, with RB Express from NYC
“Doo Wop.” All performances will begin at 7:30 p.m. on The Village Green.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOBS...Fanwood Department of Public Works employee John Piccola asks the
Borough Council questions Tuesday about using outside laborers to help com-
plete public works projects. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Robert
Manduca, Borough Attorney Dennis Estis and Mr. Piccola.

Fanwood OKs Union Backup;
Set for Dispatcher Transfer to Cty.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their regular monthly meeting Tues-
day night, approved a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with a la-
bor union with an eye toward aug-
menting the borough’s Department
of Public Works (DPW).

The measure generated consider-
able discussion among the governing
body and public comments prior to
approval.

Mayor Mahr explained that the
MOU is a “non-binding agreement”
with the Elizabeth-based local of the
Laborers’International Union of
North America (LIUNA); it repre-

sents public service employees and
includes some Fanwood residents as
its members.

The mayor said the borough could
not afford to replace a recently de-
parted full-time DPW worker, leav-
ing a crew of just six people.

“We’re faced with a reduction in
funds…but the work does not stop,”
said Mayor Mahr, pointing to a back-
log of capital construction projects
that need to get done, in addition to
routine maintenance.

She said the MOU with the labor
union would be implemented as a
“pilot program.”

“We will be the first ones in the
state to try this,” said Mayor Mahr.

During public comments, DPW

employee John Piccola said, “We
can’t afford to throw borough money
at the union…we cannot afford to
fail.”

Mr. Piccola suggested considering
an agreement with non-union skilled
workers as an alternative.

“There is nothing you need to feel
threatened about…” responded
Mayor Mahr, as Mr. Piccola an-
swered, “My tax dollars are threat-
ened.”

Mayor Mahr explained that the
MOU would give the borough the
option of calling in unemployed union
members to “augment” the DPW on
small-scale capital projects such as
sidewalks, retaining walls, or even
snow plowing, clean-up work or other
jobs “that we would normally go out
to bid for.”

“We have to get work done,” said
the mayor. “What matters is how we
can be smarter and more efficient
with our tax dollars; if we don’t start
thinking differently, we’re going to
be in trouble.”

Mayor Mahr said the state “wants
to squeeze” municipalities “so they
can’t provide services…and be forced
to consolidate.”

Also pointing to new budget cap
restrictions for municipalities, the
mayor said the borough will “face a
lot of difficult choices.”

Mayor Mahr said she has already
directed the council’s Administration
and Finance Committee to “get to
work now and start to identify
where…potential [budget] cuts are
going to come from.”

“I am personally concerned about
what this is going to mean for the
Borough of Fanwood,” she said.

Citizen Bruce Paterson also ques-
tioned the labor union MOU, sug-
gesting it was “possibly illegal.”

“You’re opening up a bag of worms
here,” he said, noting that there are
many different labor unions that spe-
cialize in different types of work.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
responded that, under the MOU, the
borough’s DPW would contact
LIUNA on an as-needed basis and
explain the type of work that needs to
be done.

Mr. Estis said the union would then
send the “appropriate people” to be
managed by the DPW on the job.

“They have all kinds of trained and
skilled workers out of that union,”
said Mr. Estis, who added that the
state’s new 2-percent budget cap
“makes it almost impossible to do
anything else beyond paying your
workers a [union scale] minimum
wage.”

“This [MOU] is not going to re-
place full-time [DPW] workers,” said
Mayor Mahr, who noted that “we
may never call [the union] up” to
work in the borough.

“We have a stressed, but well-run

SP Council to Re-Think Frazee
House Agreement and Property Use

Hearing on Union Catholic
To Resume Monday, July 26

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its Tues-
day, July 20 meeting, the township
council is expected to reexamine the
99-year lease the township govern-
ment signed with the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club that al-
lowed the organization to form a non-
profit group to renovate and restore
the Revolutionary War-era Frazee
House on Raritan Road.

As part of the centennial celebra-
tion of the Rotary Club several years
ago, each local chapter adopted a
lifetime sustaining project for its com-
munity. The local Rotary Club chose
to refurbish the 245-year-old Frazee
House, which is situated on the south-
ern edge of the former Terry-Lou Zoo
property, which has been unused since
the zoo closed in 1997.

Councilwoman Mary DePaola said
at last week’s council meeting that
the 2006 lease needs to be “reworked”
so that township officials can “dis-
cuss where we really want to go with
that property.” She later explained to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the original lease included cer-
tain milestones regarding the renova-
tion that “should have been com-
pleted,” but have not been, due mainly
to a lack of funding created by the
current economic climate.

Mrs. DePaola, the council’s liaison
to the committee overseeing the sev-
eral-million-dollar project, said that
fundraising for the project has “fallen
on tough times,” and that significant
progress on revamping the house has
stalled somewhat in the past few years.

Revisiting the lease, she told The
Times, will allow the council to “start
thinking about firming up plans” not
only at the building but at the six-acre
property. She noted that there are
preliminary plans for a community
garden at the site, as well as propos-
als for a passive park.

Also next week, the council is plan-
ning an ordinance to formalize the
hours of operation at municipal parks

and ballfields.
Council members met last week

with Parks and Recreation Director
Ray Poerio and Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Robert Giordanella to
discuss setting times for the opening
and closing of township facilities.
Under the proposal, which will be
introduced at the council’s July 20
meeting, all parks will be open from
8 a.m. until dusk, while lighted facili-
ties, such as the southside soccer field,
will have their lights turned off no
later than 10 p.m. The recreation com-
mission is in the midst of updating
the township’s parks and recreation
ordinances, which Mr. Poerio de-
scribed as “archaic.”

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will resume its hearing on
Monday, July 26, on an application
by Union Catholic High School to
install lights and a new scoreboard at
its ballfields, a proposal that has
drawn the ire of neighborhood resi-
dents.

The board had hoped to hold the
hearing this week, but was unable to
gather a quorum of members for its
scheduled Monday evening meeting,

thus forcing a cancellation. Late last
month, the board agreed to delay the
start of the hearing to give opponents
of the application additional time to
prepare a case. Attorneys Marc Rogoff
and Joseph Murray, each represent-
ing homeowners living adjacent to
the Union Catholic ballfields on Black
Birch Road and Dutch Lane, said at
the board’s June 28 meeting that they
had received relevant reports from
the board’s planner just a few days
earlier, leaving them little time to

CONTINUED ON PAGE  8

Union County to Join
Bergen’s Wellness Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote at
their Thursday, July 29, meeting on
whether to join the Bergen County
Wellness Program, a program that
would provide county residents with
discounts on prescriptions.

Frank Guzzo, director of Human
Services for Union County, said the
program would allow Union County
residents to participate “regardless
of age or income.” He said Essex and
Hudson Counties have joined the
Bergen program, which is operated
by United Networks of America, Inc.
According to Mr. Guzzo, the county
is looking to join the program “due to
the high cost of drugs.”

Northjersey.com has reported that
Essex County joined the program to
help uninsured persons but noted that
the program can also be used to gain

discounts on prescriptions not cov-
ered by insurance plans.

According to its website, United
Networks has more than a quarter-
million providers and 72.4 million
members. The Bergen program of-
fers prescription-drug discounts of
between 10 and 50 percent, in addi-
tion to discounts on eye care – includ-
ing vision exams and eyeglasses – as
well as on hearing aids and dental
care. Users are provided with dis-
count cards that can be used at most
major pharmacies, including CVS,
Rite-Aid and Walgreen’s.

Mr. Guzzo said there would be no
cost to consumers or the county to
administer the program, although
there would a $1 registration cost for
Union County residents. Bergen resi-
dents are charged 50 cents to register.

“I think it is a good program, over-
all,” Mr. Guzzo told the freeholders

CONTINUED ON PAGE  8

UCEDC Looks for Clients
For Small-Business Loans

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Since 1977, the
UCEDC has given out more than 400
loans, totaling some $10 million, to
small businesses and entrepreneurs
with plans either to expand an exist-
ing business or start a new one.

Business executives, labor leaders
and government officials began the
organization in 1977 in response to
the county’s eroding economic base.
While focusing mostly on financing
business ventures at the start, the
UCEDC has expanded its reach to
provide technical assistance as well
as procurement services. Also, busi-
nesses are offered mentoring through-
out the length of their loans.

Businesses can apply for every-
thing from micro loans – which pro-
vide a maximum of $35,000, for start-
ups and existing businesses, to be
used on supplies and inventory – to
equipment, such as that for a dentist’s
office or for expansions and renova-
tions, to mid-sized or business growth
loans of up to $150,000, for equip-
ment purchases or to renovate or re-
locate a business. Growth loans can

be used as part of a loan package with
other lenders.

Among those that have received
UCEDC loans are Breadsmith in
Cranford, Xocolatz in Westfield, a
few restaurants in Rahway,
Laundromats, landscapers and retail
service businesses.

Most loans are for five years and
range from 6 to 7 percent, for existing
businesses, to 10 percent for start-
ups.

“Eighty-five percent of our fund-
ing is [from the] government,” said
UCEDC President Maureen Tinen, a
Westfield resident. “We borrow
money from banks. We borrow money
from the SBA (Small Business Ad-
ministration), and we re-lend it to
businesses. It’s our loan. We are on
the hook for it.”

UCEDC also runs a six-class train-
ing program, the Entrepreneurial
Training Initiative (ETI), which as-
sesses a person’s business readiness
to complete a comprehensive busi-
ness plan by testing their business
concepts. If they are deemed ready,
they are moved on to ETI II, where

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING BUSINESS…Paige Sato, director of business development for the
UCEDC, left, and UCEDC President Maureen Tinen discuss their organization’s
initiatives to help small businesses with Leader/Times assignment editor Paul
Peyton during a visit to the newspaper’s offices last Thursday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STOP THE CELL TOWER…Scotch Plains residents in the vicinity of the Willow
Grove Swim Club on Roosevelt Avenue display signs opposing T-Mobile’s
application before the zoning board of adjustment to erect a 117-foot monopole
at the swim club. The hearing will continue in September.


