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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

The Cranford/Warren Cal Ripken District Tournament Game is also in the printed Westfield Leader newspaper

ZABORSKY RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, McGOVERN RBI SINGLE

Cougars Tie Mustangs, 4-4,
In HS Summertime Baseball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven innings of high school-level
competition between the Iselin-
Kennedy Mustangs and the Cranford
Cougars resulted in a 4-4 tie in a non-
league summertime baseball game at
Memorial Field in Cranford on June
30. While the Mustangs stuck with
their starting lineup throughout the
game, the Cougars mixed their lineup,
so that everyone on the squad would

get an opportunity to compete.
“That is what the summer program

is about. It’s trying to get as many
kids an opportunity to display their
abilities and see what they can do. It’s
getting as many kids on the mound.
It’s also trying to get the kids to
understand the philosophy of the pro-
gram, trying to play as a team, and
trying to play every game with 100
percent of your ability,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

Both teams totaled eight hits, but
no one on the Cougars’ team struck
out. In his three at-bats, shortstop

Sean Trotter doubled and singled.
Brian Zaborsky rapped a two-run
single and scored once, and Sean
McGovern punched an RBI single
and scored once. Greg Matlosz,
Danny Scherer (run scored) and Chris
Fulinusz each singled, and Bob Gaeta
drilled a double.

Cougar starting pitcher Justin Van
Ostenbridge had a rocky start, yielding
three runs on four hits and a hit batter in
the first inning, but he smoothed out
over the next four innings to allow just
one run on three hits.

KANE HITS, SCORES; BRAWLEY HITS; NORTON SCORES

Warren 12s Startle Cougars
In Ripken Quarterfinal, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Warren starting pitcher Jack
Stefurak and reliever Mark Ball, with
the assistance of extremely fine de-
fensive plays, combined to limit a
strong-hitting Cranford team to just
two singles and three walks en route
to a 7-2 victory in the quarterfinal
round of the 12-year-old Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 3.

“Stefurak and Ball are gamers. They
don’t put a lot of guys on base. They
throw strikes, and the defense sup-
ported them today,” Warren Head
Coach Glenn Mastrobattista said.

Cranford starting pitcher Pat
Knight, who had tossed a gem of a
game in a 12-2 victory over Westfield
Silver earlier in the tournament, had
trouble finding the strike zone, and
once the Warren boys realized that,
they did not offer any help. Knight
issued five free passes and allowed
four hits, which included two straight
doubles early in the fourth inning,
while striking out three, before Steve
Savino came in to relieve.

“Patrick had a rare off day. He is
usually one of our more polished pitch-
ers. He was sick and didn’t play last
night. He had the flu. I didn’t know if
that was bugging him or not,” Cougar
Head Coach Joe Norton said. “Today,
he had a little trouble finding the strike
zone, but he gave it his all. He was
gutsy. At this level, just like in the

major leagues, you can’t give too many
guys free passes. Walks are going to
come back to kill you every time, and
that is what happened today.”

“We can be disciplined but not all
the time. A lot of times we will go
after those high pitches. Today, we
were disciplined, and we didn’t help
them out. We put some runners on
base, and we made them pay in the
end,” coach Mastrobattista said.

The theme of the game began in the
bottom of the first inning. Cougar
Jamie Brawley singled and darted
toward second on a hit-and-run play,
but Warren right fielder Dave
Giegerich grabbed the line drive and
fired to first to complete a double
play (DP). More of the same occurred
in the second inning. After Cougar
Brendan Kane singled, stole two bases
and scored on a passed ball, shortstop
Anthony Marino snagged a line drive
on a hit-and-run and fired to first to
record a second DP.

“We live by the sword, and we die by
the sword. We are aggressive. We like
to hit-and-run. Occasionally, we are
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Cranford Youth Sports

See it online at
www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford High School Sports Archives
From September 2009 are available.

Find Your
Jersey Shore

Dream Home on...

Thousands of
Coastal properties are
just a Click Away in an

easy to use format!

Shorelifestyle.com

Or call
Platinum Award Winning Agent Direct

Patrick Joseph Butera
RE/MAX Shore and Country Realtors

Spring Lake, NJ 07762

732-996-8030

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK TO FIRST IN TIME…Mustang Joey Stone dives back to first before Cougar Greg Matlosz can turn
around to make a tag in the first inning in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CORALLING A MUSTANG…Cougar first baseman Greg Matlosz catches a Mustang in a rundown between
first and second base.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWIPING SECOND BASE…Warren’s Jack Stefurak steals second base and creates a cloud of dust as Cougar Jack Leahey
attempts to make a tag in the fourth inning.


