
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 8, 2010 Page 11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Warren Tops Cougars

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Villager 12s Oust
WF Blue 12s, 6-1
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D’Angelo, Raiders
Beat Union, 1-0

double.
“He, (Manjo) was throwing a little

harder today, so I figured I’d go with
him and see what I could do. I just
waited on it, drove it the other way
and it worked. It was a real good
feeling,” said Haggerty.

The Raiders, looking for a bit of
insurance, were denied that opportu-
nity in the fourth inning. Haggerty
rapped a double to deep right field
and D’Angelo worked a free pass.
Manjo, however, escaped damage
striking out the next batter.

“I just wanted to throw strikes, get
ahead of the batters and that’s what
you have to do to be successful. I
relied mostly on my fastball,
curveballs and mixed in a couple of
change-ups here and there. I believe I
had them off-balance a little bit. Un-
fortunately in the first inning I left the
pitch too far off across the plate and
the kid put a pretty good swing on it.
There’s nothing I can do about that,
he just executed,” said Manjo after
the game.

“One of the things we stress all
summer is we need to pitch, and we
need to play defense. If we can do
those two things, we’ll be able to
muster some runs here and there,”
coach Baylock said. “We’ll be in ev-
ery game and have an opportunity to
win. We’re 7-6 right now and all six
losses have been by one run. Offen-
sively, we put together a couple of
hits here and there, got a run and that
was the difference in the game.”
Union 000 000 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 000 x 1

BARMAKIAN WHACKS WALK-OFF HOME RUN IN SIXTH

WF Blue 12s Topple Summit
In Central Jersey League, 9-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steve Barmakian whacked a walk-
off solo home run in the bottom of the
sixth inning to tip the balance in favor
of the Westfield Blue 12-year-old
baseball team in a 9-8, seesaw victory
over Summit in Central Jersey League
play at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on July 2.

On several occasions, both teams
showed remarkable resilience their
ability to come back from a deficit to
either tie the game or take the lead.

“The kids did really, really well the
whole way through. What a way to
win, with a walk-off home run!
Westfield did a fantastic job,” Sum-
mit coach Rick Kanaley said.

Both teams managed to put the bat
on the ball and few strikeouts were
recorded. Westfield had only one
strikeout, while Summit had just three.
In the meantime, Summit totaled 10
hits, which included a pair of doubles,
and Westfield had eight hits, includ-
ing the home run and a double.

Kyle Kanaley had the big stick for
Summit, going 3-for-3 with a two-run
double, an RBI single and two runs
scored. Brady Wilson (double) and
Michael Acitelli each went 2-for-3
with a runs scored and an RBI. Matt
Norman (run scored), Jeremy O’Flynn
(RBI) and Alex Ingerman each had a
hit. Evan Kulpan scored twice and
Anthony Gavilanes had an RBI.

Cameron Bremer inflicted damage
on Summit with a two-run, ground-
rule double and an RBI single, while
scoring once. JD Marner went 1-for-
1 with two RBI and two runs scored,
and Owen Brancatella went 1-for-1
with two RBI and a run scored. Justin
Lin singled and scored, Parker Hess
scored twice, and George Murray
scored once.

“Their first pitcher threw the ball
hard. We didn’t have good at-bats
early, but we came back. Cameron
Bremer banged a big double for us.
Owen Brancatella had a big hit for us.
Don’t let the size fool you with that
kid! He gets big time hits for us,”
Westfield Blue Head Coach Mike
Murray said.

Both teams also displayed aggres-
siveness on the base paths as Summit

recorded seven stolen bases and took
advantage of four passed balls and a
wild pitch, while Westfield had six
stolen bases and also advanced on a
pair of bad throws.

“We have great team speed. We
want to put pressure on the other
team. We want to get guys into scor-
ing position,” coach Murray said. “We
do a good job of putting the ball in

play, so if we get a guy on early in the
game, with one out or no outs, we
want to get him into scoring position,
so that a ground ball can score him,
and that sacrifice fly can score him.”

“We spend a lot of time reading a
pitcher, on his delivery, where his
foot is, where he is going to go with
the ball. If we pick it up early, that’s
what gives a kid a good jump,” coach
Kanaley said. “We teach that to get
them ready for the higher levels. If
they learn that here, they are better off
at the high school level.”

Norman tapped a leadoff single in
the top of the first, stole two bases and
scored on a passed ball to give Sum-
mit a 1-0 lead. O’Flynn lashed an RBI
single in the second to up the score to
2-0, but Westfield took advantage of
a pair of hit batters, a walk, Lin’s
single, Bremer’s two-run double and
Brancatella’s RBI sac fly to seize a 4-
2 lead.

Kanaley and Acitelli ripped RBI
singles in the third to tie the score, but
Westfield Blue burst ahead 8-4 with
four in the fourth. In the fifth, Kanaley
blasted his two-run double, Gavilanes
lofted an RBI sac fly and Wilson tied
the score with an RBI double.

Westfield Blue brought in left-
handed reliever Rowen Oberman with
two outs in the fifth. With his decep-
tive moves, he kept runners close to
base for the remainder of the game,
while striking out the first batter he
faced and recording two more
strikeouts in the sixth.

“Rowen is the best 12-year-old you
will find, keeping the guy close to the
base. He’s got three different moves,
and he makes the guy think, so we get
the guy kind of leaning back toward
first. They started the inning with a
guy on first and they ended the inning
with a guy on first. Their potential
winning run never got into scoring
position, because we were able to
have a pitcher hold them close,” coach
Murray said.

Barmakian sealed the victory with
his walk-off homer.

“We have been struggling a little
bit, and they came back today. I am
proud of them,” coach Kanaley said.
Summit 112 040 8
Westfield Blue 040 401 9

ship game.”
The Villagers totaled eight hits, and

three of them came in the four-run
first inning. Leadoff batter Chris
Paradis walked and stole second.
Pryor drilled an RBI double and Scott
Harvey walked. Brian Miller (2-for-
3, double) slashed an RBI single.
Colin Smith’s grounder added a run,
and Evans (2-for-3) poked an RBI
single. Westfield Blue’s George
Murray tapped a single in the second
but had no opportunity to score.

Harvey blasted a solo home run
over the centerfield fence in the top of
the third inning, but Westfield Blue
answered with a run in the bottom of
the inning. Steve Barmakian lined a
double to center, and Parker Hess
punched an RBI single to right. Justin
Lin added a two-out double, but Vil-
lager right fielder Jihad Freeman
caught a fly ball for the third out.

Westfield centerfielder Owen
Murray made a diving catch, and
shortstop Tyler Roth absorbed a line
shot in the fourth. Second baseman
Daniel Criscuolo stayed in front of a
sharp grounder to make a putout at
first in the fifth inning.

In the bottom of the fifth, Rowen
Oberman singled sharply to left but
later got caught in a rundown between
first and second. Villager Alex Knoll
lined an RBI single in the sixth, and
Westfield Blue batter Michael Jeffrey
yanked a single in the bottom of the
inning after Pryor’s double play. Stern
relieved Evans and got the final
Westfield batter to line out to first.

“The most important thing was
coming out early to get some runs on
the board, so we could relax,” coach
Paradis said. “The kids came to play.
I hope they keep going.”
So-Or-Mapelwood 401 001 6
Westfield Blue 000 100 1

third gave Warren a 4-1 lead. Third
baseman Ball made a great catch and
centerfielder Jon Catania added an-
other to hold Cranford scoreless in
the third.

Knight yielded a leadoff double to
Stefurak in the fourth and an RBI
double to Matt Mastrobattista. Savino
relieved and yielded an RBI single to
Marino to make the score 6-1. In the
fifth, Rica walked, stole a base and
scored on Ball’s grounder to up the
score to 7-1. In the bottom of the
inning, Cougar Joe Norton reached
base on an error, swiped a pair of
bases and scored on a passed ball.
Josh Cucuzzella and Savino drew
walks, but Warren added two more
fine defensive plays to prevent fur-
ther scoring.

Warren second baseman
Mastrobattista added the defensive
icing with a diving grab in the sixth
inning.

“They made every single play. At
this level, if you don’t walk people
and you make every play, you have a
real good chance of winning the
game,” coach Norton said.
Warren 031 210 7
Cranford 010 010 2

See more photos on
Cranford Online page 3
Also Westfield/So. Orange
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE LATE…Westfield Blue third baseman George Murray gets the throw a little too late
to nab Summit base runner Kyle Kanaley at Gumbert Field in Westfield on July 2.
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Scotch Plains…Over 1 acre on a cul-de-sac. Spacious 8 room, 4 BR, 2 !/2 BTH
colonial. New eat-in KIT w/ granite counters, antiqued custom cabinetry, adjacent
laundry and powder rm. Entrance foyer opens to LR and gracious formal DR. Step
down FR with Frplc and sliders to fabulous pool, patio and deep, private yard.
MBR w/ wlk-in closet and BTH, 3 additional BRS & BTH. Enormous RR, 2 ZN HT
& CAC, HWFLRS, and more.      $775,000.

Mountainside…Charm Col on private cul-de-sac. Meticulously maintained, this
home features center hall, spacious living room with fireplace  formal dining room,
cozy den with cathedral ceiling & skylt and new kitchen w/ granite counters, cherry
cabinets. The sliders den open to raised deck overlooking a secluded yard.Master
bedroom 19x13 w/ walk-in closet, 2 additional bedrooms and a full bath. HWFLR,
neutral decor, new CAC, much much more.      $719,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 7/11  1-4PM • 6 Endor Lane OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 7/11  1-4PM • 9 Ditzel Farm Ct.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

68 Portland Avenue, Fanwood $450,000
Move into this spacious 4 Bedroom 2 bath home featuring a Living Room with
wood burning fireplace;  Formal Dining Room with sliders to deck; Kitchen;
and Family Room. Oversized garage great for storage.  Amenities include CAC,
vinyl siding and updated bathrooms.

Open House: Sunday,  June 11TH • 1-4PM

104 Winchester Way, Westfield $780,000
Spacious home nestled on just under ½ acre of property in Indian Forest.
Nicely appointed w/sunken Living Room w/fplc and cathedral ceiling;  library
offers built in cabinetry,  window seat,  cathedral ceiling and hardwood floors;
Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/access to yard; Family Room w/diamond
paned window and a Master Bedroom w/2 double closets and full bath.
Enjoyable backyard setting.

725 4th Avenue, Westfield $899,900
Another quality Colonial to be built by Michael Mahoney! Set on a nice deep lot
this home offers a spacious floor plan with beautiful hardwood floors throughout.
Foyer leading to Living Room; Formal Dining Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, with granite
countertops and beautiful cabinetry, opens to Family Room with fireplace; powder
room and mud room complete the first floor. The second floor boasts 4 Bedrooms
including a large master suite with full bath and walk-in-closet. A finished
basement and attached 2 car garage completes this amazing residence.

Open House: Sunday,  July 11TH • 1-4PM

1914 Grandview Avenue, Westfield $629,000
Airy new front porch Colonial nicely appointed thru out with open floor plan
including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet EIK w/granite counters
& center island open to Family Room with fireplace; 4 Bedrooms; 3.5 baths & a
finished basement.  Great opportunity to own new in Westfield!

Open House: Sunday,  July 11TH • 1-4PM

824 Dorian Road, Westfield $884,000
Fabulous 4 Bdrm 2 1/2 bath Colonial recently renovated to offer open floor
plan perfect for entertaining boasts a lovely LR w/fplc; FDR w/wet bar/butlers
pantry, a beautiful Kitchen w/cherry cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless
steel appliances, opening to a comfortable family room. A walk-in pantry closet
w/laundry hookup, mud room and powder room complete the first floor. The
second floor offers four bedrooms, including the MBR addition w/gorgeous
bath and walk-in closet. And with all of this comes a finished basement w/
large recreation room and office. 3 zone heat and CAC....must see!

Westfield White 12s Nip
So. Orange-Maplewood

For Cal Ripken Title
See story next week


