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SILVER SHABBAT…Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains held its second
annual “Silver Anniversary Shabbat” on the evening of May 14. Congregants who
have belonged to the synagogue for 25 years or more were honored at a special
Shabbat service and dessert reception afterwards. More than 140 congregants
have earned this distinction. Congregation Beth Israel plans to hold this event
every year, as additional members achieve this milestone.

Live Outdoor Plays to Take
Place at Borough Library

MOUNTAINSIDE – An annual
tradition will return to the
Mountainside Public Library this
month with outdoor evening per-
formances of two British comedies.
The library is located on Constitu-
tion Plaza in Mountainside.

The Next Stage Ensemble of the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey
will perform William Shakespeare’s
As You Like It and Ahpra Behn’s
The Rover in front of the library. As
You Like It will be performed at 7
p.m. on Friday, July 16. The Rover
will be performed at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 30.

As You Like It tells the tale of
Rosalind, banished by her cruel
uncle, who must disguise herself as
a boy and flee to the Forest of Arden.
Surrounded by courtiers and fools,
shepherds and outlaws, the plucky
heroine becomes a catalyst for
change, bringing about laughter,
love and reconciliation. Abigail
Isaac, an alumna of The
Shakespeare Theatre’s professional
training program, is the director.

An often-overlooked classic of
17th-century theater, The Rover is
full of action, swashbuckling ad-
venture and true – and false – love.
Through a series of intrigues and
mistaken identities, the play’s
young heroine uses her wit and
imagination to prevail in a man’s
world. Longtime Shakespeare The-
atre company member Doug West
is the director.

Admission will be free and open
to the public. Both performances
are made possible by support from
the Friends of the Mountainside
Library.

This year marks the Next Stage
Ensemble’s 18th year. “We’re re-
ally excited about bringing the NSE
back to Mountainside for another
year,” said Library Director Mike
Banick. “The ‘Plays in the Parking
Lot,’ as we like to call them, are
very popular summer programs.”

The performances will run about
an hour each, with time at the end of
each show for audience feedback
and questions-and-answers. Attend-
ees are asked to bring a blanket or
lawn chair and to try to arrive early.
Parking will be available until 6:45
p.m., and the shows will start
promptly at 7 p.m.

In the event of rain, performances
will be held in the Mountainside
Borough Hall Community Room,
located at 1385 Route 22, East. For
more information, visit the library’s
website, mountainsidelibrary.org, or
call the library at (908) 233-0115.

Biblical Oils Program
Is Set For Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – “Essential Oils

from Biblical Times” will be the
topic of a program hosted by the
First Congregational Church tomor-
row, Friday, July 9, from 7 to 9 p.m.
It will be free and open to the public.

Organized by the church’s
Women’s Fellowship, “Essential
Oils” will explore the biblical tra-
dition of using oils to protect and
anoint, as well as modern-day uses
for health and healing.

Participants will learn why frank-
incense was regarded as holy, why
Mary of Bethany used spikenard on
Jesus’ feet before the last supper,
and what spice traders knew about
using oils to survive plagues.

Led by Lisa Thornton, a certified
clinical aromatherapist, the program
will offer participants an opportunity
to experience firsthand these and other
essential oils and learn how they are
still used in everyday life.

This program will be held in the
church’s Coe Fellowship Room,
which can be entered from the rear
of the church. The First Congrega-
tional Church is located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. Pre-registration
is encouraged. To register, e-mail
akm8387@yahoo.com or call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Library to Join ‘One Book’
With Native American Tale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has announced
that its Youth Services Department
will participate in the One Book
New Jersey program this summer.

One Book New Jersey is a pro-
gram sponsored by the New Jersey
Library Association with support
from the New Jersey State Library.
The goal of the program is to bring
people together by encouraging
them to read and participate in dis-
cussions and other events about the
same book.

The teen selection is “The Abso-
lutely True Diary of a Part-Time In-
dian” by Sherman Alexie, which tells
the tale of Junior, a Native American
boy who wants to be more than a
stereotype. He convinces his parents
to let him attend a public school out-
side the reservation, where the only
other Indian is the school mascot.

Copies of the book currently are
available at the library. The discus-
sion will take place on Monday,
August 16, at 6 p.m. Afterwards,
the movie Smoke Signals (based on
another Sherman Alexie book) will
be shown, and pizza will be pro-
vided. Advance registration is re-

quired.
Sherman Alexie grew up on the

Spokane Indian Reservation in
Wellpinit, Wash. He overcame chal-
lenges in his early life, including
brain surgery at the age of six
months, seizures and predictions of
mental retardation. Proving the doc-
tors wrong, he began reading at the
age of three. This led to a new round
of problems, as he was soon ostra-
cized by his peers.

Like Junior, Mr. Alexie attended
high school off the reservation and
became a talented basketball player.
Although he planned to become a
doctor, he kept fainting in class and
switched his studies to poetry.

Mr. Alexie has written adult nov-
els, poetry and screenplays. He has
received the PEN/Hemingway
Award for Best First Book of Fic-
tion; a Lila Wallace-Reader’s Di-
gest Writers’ Award; the Before Co-
lumbus Foundation’s American
Book Award and the Murray Mor-
gan Prize. Additionally, he has gar-
nered multiple awards for “The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian.” For more informa-
tion, call the library at (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 3.

Opportunities Available
To Be 4-H Club Leader

WESTFIELD – Area residents
who have a hobby, interest or pas-
sion they would like to share with
youngsters are invited to lead a
Union County 4-H club. No previ-
ous experience in working with
children is required.

Trained 4-H staffers will provide
guidance and supplies, and another
adult will provide supervision for
the children. 4-H Club meetings gen-
erally take place once a month, from
September to June. They are held at
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Office, located at 300 North Avenue
in Westfield. All clubs are small,
with a limit of 10 children or less.

The clubs are formed based on
the interests of 4-H members, who
range in age from kindergarten
through high school. This year, club
leaders with an interest in cooking,

dog obedience training, horse care,
acting, pet care and anime are in
particular demand.

For more information, interested
persons may contact 4-H Agent
James Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-
9854 or jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

4-H is a program of Rutgers Co-
operative Extension, supported in
part by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Its mission is
to provide the community with sci-
ence-based information on nutrition,
food safety, home environmental
health, family wellbeing, agricul-
ture and 4-H youth development.

Oasis’ ‘Fanatic’ Series
To Continue Sunday
MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-

Church-NJ.com will present the sec-
ond week of its series “Fanatic” this
Sunday, July 11, at the 11 a.m. wor-
ship service. Services are held at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside. All are
welcome. David Butler is lead pastor.

This series invites people to ask
themselves the question, “What do I
worship?” It focuses on whether in-
dividuals devote the same level of
time and energy toward God as they
do to such activities as sporting events
and concerts.

Oasis-Church-NJ.com services in-
corporate a blend of relevant Biblical
messages for 21st-century life, con-
temporary Christian music, safe
children’s programs, food and op-
portunities for fellowship. For more
information, visit Oasis-Church-
NJ.com or call (732) 406-7821.

4-H FUN…Melissa Stryker, a 4-H vol-
unteer, helps 4-H Club member Ben
Kuperschmid of Scotch Plains with a
project. The Union County 4-H Club is
seeking individuals willing to share their
hobbies or interests with children.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Light refreshments served.
Please RSVP 908-654-5200

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME!

Baseball historian 

Tom Shanker brings

his expertise and his

impressive collection

of baseball

memorabilia!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

TUESDAY, JULY 13th
7:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Westfield Rotary Reveals
Program Topics For July

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has announced its pro-
gram topics for July. Founded in
1921, the club is a non-denomina-
tional service organization of pro-
fessional women and men who live
or work in the Westfield area.

“Pure Water Update on Haiti” will
be the program for July 13. Byron
Miller, Rotary Club of Westfield
member, Assistant District Gover-
nor and Rotary International Ser-
vice Above Self Award recipient,
will be the featured speaker.

Mr. Miller spearheads the
district’s efforts in supporting clean
water initiatives through Pure Wa-
ter for the World. He recently trav-
eled to Haiti, where the organiza-
tion has been instrumental in imple-
menting clean water programs.

“Making Your Presentations En-
gaging, Memorable and Profitable”
will be the July 20 topic. Certified
speaking coach and award-winning
speaker Lewis Roth will be the pre-
senter. He has helped hundreds of
professionals to improve their pub-
lic-speaking and communication
skills. For more information, visit
hightouchspeaking.com.

The Westfield Rotary Club As-
sembly will take place on July 27.
Club assemblies are an opportunity
for the club leadership to engage
members by discussing issues and
reviewing goals and processes.

As Rotary International begins a
new year, this Club Assembly will

focus on the guidelines and criteria
used for the annual awards the
Westfield club distributes locally
and abroad. Chairpersons of the
Community Grants, Scholarship
and Philhower Award committees
will offer insight into their deci-
sion-making process.

Rotary Club members are volun-
teers who work locally, regionally
and internationally to provide ser-
vice to others, to promote high ethi-
cal standards and to advance world
understanding, goodwill and peace
through its fellowship of business,
professional and community leaders.

One of 33,000 clubs in 160 coun-
tries worldwide that make up Ro-
tary International, the Rotary Club
of Westfield is the largest provider
of scholarships to Westfield stu-
dents and a major contributor to
community grants as well as mul-
tiple international projects.

Westfield Rotary meets 50 weeks
per year on Tuesdays, from 12:15
to 1:30 p.m., for lunch and a pro-
gram in the second-floor Kellogg
Room at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Guests are welcome at
any weekly club meetings.

Anyone interested in attending a
program or learning more about the
Rotary Club of Westfield may con-
tact Ray Kostyack, president, at
(908) 789-7834 or
raymond.kostyack@wachoviasec.com,
or visit westfieldrotary.com.

NEW TRUSTEES…The Westfield United Fund welcomed five new trustees at its
Annual Meeting in May. Trustees are chosen from among residents who have
demonstrated exceptional commitment to the Westfield community. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Gwyneth Cote, Colleen McDonald Maz, Kevin Fitzpatrick,
Jeffrey Becker and Bernadette Houston. For additional information on the
Westfield United Fund, access westfieldunitedfund.org.

Service League Announces
Recipients of 2010 Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the May
Banquet of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League, Carol
Marquardt, Gifts and Donations
chairwoman, announced the recipi-
ents of the 2010 grants awarded to 19
charitable organizations by the
league.

The $23,000 donation was gener-
ated through the league’s thrift shop
at 1730 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains. All profits realized from the
store are donated back into the sur-
rounding communities.

Organizations receiving dona-
tions include Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, $1,000; CONTACT
We Care, $1,100; Fanwood Arts
Council, $300; Fanwood Memorial
Library, $600; Fanwood Rescue
Squad, $1,000; Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scouts, $400; Flintlocks
– Boy Scouts of America, $400;
Homefirst, $1,500; Literacy Volun-
teers of Union County, Inc., $400;
Master Gardeners of Union County,
$500; Mobile Meals of Westfield,
$500; Resolve Community Coun-
seling Center, $1,500; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Preschool Program
(Jump Start), $700; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
$9,000; Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, $600; Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, $1,000; Trailside Nature and
Science Center, $700; YMCA of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, $1,000,
and YWCA of Eastern Union
County, $800.

Three students will receive $3,000
each to attend the college of their
choice. Michelene Lambros of Scotch
Plains is a 2010 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. She is
interested in pursuing a major in the
field of nutrition and fitness and will
attend West Chester University in
Pennsylvania in the fall.

Beginning her sophomore year at
the University of Maryland this
year, Scotch Plains resident Kathryn
Powell will major in business.

Lauren Spirko, the league’s third
scholarship recipient, will start her
senior year at the University of Dela-
ware. She is majoring in elemen-
tary education and special educa-
tion with a minor in social studies.

Since the Service League is an
all-volunteer organization, one of
the requirements of its scholarship
applicants is that they participate in
some kind of volunteer community
service activities or projects.

All three young women actively
donate their time to community ser-
vice. Their efforts include helping
children and senior citizens, spend-
ing time at a hospital, church mis-
sion service and involvement in ser-
vice sororities on their college cam-
puses.

For more information about be-
coming a volunteer at the thrift shop,
call the shop during operating hours
at (908) 322-5420. The shop will be
open for business throughout the
summer.

Dinah Dunn

Author Dunn to Read
Ghostly Tales July 16
GARWOOD – Author Dinah

Dunn will present an afternoon of
ghostly tales at the Garwood Public
Library on Friday, July 16, at 2 p.m.
These stories are suggested for chil-
dren ages 7 to 12, but may be too
intense for those younger than 7.

Ms. Dunn is the author of
“Haunted Houses” and “Spooky
Cemeteries,” which won the 2009
Children’s Choice Book Award. She
will read selections from these
books. Parents and caregivers are
encouraged to stay with the chil-
dren during the program.

Registration is required and can be
done in person at the library, by call-
ing (908) 789-1670 or at the library’s
interactive calendar website:
youseemore.com/Garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street, at the back of the
Lincoln School complex. Summer
hours are Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Fridays from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The library is closed
on Saturdays during the summer.

Actor-Director Les Minski
To Lead Class at Library

FANWOOD – Actor, director and
Broadway performer Les Minski
will lead a scene study/monologue
class in the Fanwood
Memorial Library’s
Fanwood Room from
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday from July
13 to August 17. The
library is located at
North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

Participants will
work on audition
pieces (monologues),
to tackle problem roles
or moments they have
wanted a second shot at; to cut to
the bone and give scenes (and per-
formances) more impact, and to
have a place to push their limits.

While no fee is involved, indi-
viduals will need to spend some
time working outside the class. Par-
ticipants need to be at least 18 years
old and are invited to bring scenes
and scripts with them.

A Fanwood resident, Mr. Minski
performed for the library this past
Valentine’s Day with his wife, Ann,
in A.R. Gurney’s Love Letters. He
also has directed A View From The
Bridge and Social Security at the
Carriage House in Fanwood. Ad-
ditionally, he directed well-re-
ceived productions of The Sisters

Rosensweig, Sly Fox and The Guys
at Circle Players in Piscataway.

Mr. Minski has acted on stages
from Maine to Florida and
west to Chicago. He counts
roles as diverse as Jamie
Tyrone, Billy Bigelow and
Daddy Warbucks on his
résumé.

He created the role of
the Marquis St.
Evremonde for both the
world premiere and Broad-
way productions of Jill
Santoriello’s A Tale of Two
Cities, the Musical.Les Minski

Pet Adoptions Set
For This Sunday

AREA – A pet adoption event will
take place this Sunday, July 11, from
1 to 5 p.m. at Elizabeth Ann Kennels,
located at 1103 Valley Road in Stirling.

Two rescue groups will be in atten-
dance: Best Friend and All Star Pet
Rescue. Both cats and dogs will be
featured. Snacks and knickknacks also
will be available. The rain date will be
the following Sunday, July 18.

More information is available at
bestfriend.petfinder.com and
allstar.petfinder.com. For parking,
take Valley Road, turn onto Poplar
Drive, then make a left onto Bay
Street.


