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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

WF Resident Questions Mamary’s
‘Inferior Title’ as Athletic Supervisor

On This Holiday, It’s Time For
The Taxpayers To Get Answers

Ciarrocca Provides Background
On Central Ave. ‘Hot Spot’ Work

‘If I Wrote a Letter Like
D’Elia’s, I’d Be Fired’

‘There is Waste
Abounding’ in County

Wickens Family Thanks Westfield
Rescue Squad and Police Dept.

I was thrilled to hear the news that
Sandy Mamary has been named to the top
spot in Westfield High School (WHS)
athletics. Sandy has been both a leader
and a skilled caretaker for countless WHS
athletes in her career, and has left a last-
ing impression on parents and athletes
alike.

Somehow receiving the dreaded call
that a child was injured was less worri-
some when Sandy’s voice was at the
other end of the line.

However, I am concerned that she has
been given expanded responsibilities over
her predecessor, yet her title (and one
would assume pay) appears to have been
downgraded. What message does this
send our students when a talented woman
is finally given the job she has worked for
her entire career only to be slapped with
an inferior title?

Given the importance Westfield places
on its athletic prowess, how could they

allow their athletic leader to be down-
graded from director to supervisor? Our
first woman in this position in Westfield
is also the first person not to hold the title
of athletic director. The board of educa-
tion needs to do a better job explaining
the thinking behind this decision. Other-
wise, it appears she is being forced to take
less than she deserves. That would be a
disgrace.

Jeanne Ammermuller
Westfield

Editor’s Note: According to the
Westfield school system, starting in 2010,
the New Jersey Department of Education
requires a change of title for the position
that was formerly “athletic director.” It
was changed to “supervisor of athletics”
for all public school districts. This change
applies to any new person assuming that
position; others are grandfathered in.

On this 4th of July, I noticed my tax bill
for 2010-2011 will be $21,000. I need to
ask what is the Union County Board of
Freeholders doing to control costs? Why
are you [Freeholders] so rude to taxpay-
ers who ask questions?

The 33-percent increase in health care
costs is unheard of. The time and money on
the dog run in these times is questionable.
Do you realize the unfunded liability of the
State for pension and health care costs is
over $50 billion, and you still spend the
taxpayers money like its your own?

Is it true a group is going to buy the land
where the Oak Ridge Golf Course used to
be? How do you build a catering facility
[at Galloping Hill G.C.] without public

input? Do you control pension padding
by the use of overtime?

Mr. D’Elia’s letter in The Westfield Leader
about Mr. Caruana should be cause for dis-
missal. What kind of a check did he do on Mr.
Caruana? Were public funds used?

On this holiday, it’s time for the tax-
payers to get answers about all the ques-
tions that I raised.

David Golush
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Golush requested
this newspaper continue the Planet
Westfield series as he believes it to be a
way to help force answers and resolu-
tions to his concerns.

Editor’s Note: Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca is responding to an e-mail
from a concerned citizen, who wanted to
know about the “totally unexpected clos-
ing of Cambridge Road.”

*****
Cindy,
This process began in 2004, with the

Citizens Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee. We began by sending notices to
the entire town about eight traffic “hot
spots.” This was one.

We had four or five meetings, which
were attended by many members of our
neighborhood (I live on Connecticut
Street). After hearing many ideas and
concerns of the residents, we reached a
consensus, with the input from the many
members of our neighborhood who at-
tended the meetings that a pedestrian-
activated traffic light would be the safest
way to allow people (especially children)
from our side of Central Avenue to cross
back and forth.

Our traffic engineer, again after hear-
ing from the residents of our neighbor-
hood who attended the meeting and sent
e-mails, was of the opinion that the best
option was to make cul-de-sacs at Cam-
bridge and Belmar, where a pedestrian-

activated traffic light will be installed.
Your characterization of the process as

being “stealth-like” and a “guise of a
safety improvement” would probably
come as a surprise to, and be offensive to
,many of the folks in our neighborhood
who took the time to attend the meeting,
who were involved in the process and
who contacted me with constructive com-
ments about the many times we talked
about the project at pubic meetings and in
articles about the work on Central Av-
enue.

I note that you have copied the editor of
The Westfield Leader on information
about the project, which was printed on
many occasions in that paper.

I am proud of the process that [led] to
these improvements because of the in-
volvement of many regular folks, from
[our] neighborhood, who took the time to
become involved in the discussion re-
garding this work and the unprecedented
outreach we did to the people in our
neighborhood.

Please feel free to contact me if you
wish to discuss this further.

Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman

I opened your July 1 issue expecting to
find a letter of apology from Union
County’s director of Public Information,
Sebastian D’Elia, and/or our Board of
Freeholders to private citizen Sal Caruana,
whom D’Elia had called a “hypocritical
tax-hiking right-wing political stooge” in
a letter indicating D’Elia’s title and office
and published the prior week.

But there was none to be found. I’m a
retired public employee, and if I had had

a letter like that published, I have little
doubt that I would have been fired for
misconduct and embarrassing my office.

Mr. D’Elia’s and our Board of Free-
holders’ silence can only mean that our
taxpayer-supported county government
approved the letter either in advance or
post facto. What an operation.

Robert Shire
Westfield

There has been a lot of talk about
saving money at the county and local
level.

I would propose that we (as the Town
of Westfield) take over the cutting of the
county park grass (in our town) and the
road maintenance that is now preformed
by the county.

We could also take over the “police
protection” of our section of the county
park system.

In return, we would have a “tax credit”
for those services. This hopefully would
reduce several layers of employees in the

county government.
There is waste abounding. For example,

Trailside Museum pays its executive di-
rector $15,000 and pays the janitor
$45,000. This could be a shared (janito-
rial service) between Westfield and
Mountainside, and we (taxpayers) would
reap the benefit in reduced taxes.

We could do the same for the county
buildings in our town, and we (taxpayers)
would reap the benefit in reduced taxes.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

We wanted to take this opportunity to
publicly thank the Westfield Rescue
Squad and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment for their help and support during the
past few weeks.

Recently, our beloved wife and mother,
Elizabeth Wickens, became suddenly ill.
The Westfield Rescue Squad was called
on two separate occasions; both times,
they gave Lizzie the best care and com-
fort possible.

We are so grateful for the volunteers
who donate their own family time to help
ours in times of need.

Also, after Lizzie passed away peace-
fully, the Westfield Police Department
took care of our family in the most sur-
prising and heartfelt way.

Elizabeth was the secretary for the
Detective Bureau in Westfield for 10

years. We were most touched when, as a
tribute to her, the police department had
an escort and patrol cars stationed through-
out town to allow her funeral procession
to continue without delay.

It was something Lizzie would have
enjoyed tremendously. As if that was not
enough, the department also sent break-
fast to our family the next day. Lizzie had
the best time working for the Police De-
partment, and the friendships she made
there were incredibly important to her.

It is so comforting to know that the
Rescue Squad and Police Department
will be there for our families. Once again,
we sincerely thank you for everything
you have done for us and for Lizzie.

The Wickens Family
Jim, Kathy, Mary and Terri

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

It’s Sidewalk Dining Time In
Westfield – One of Our Favorites

Youth Baseball Programs –
Something Really Worthwhile

Jazz Nights in Westfield pack the streets each
Tuesday nightn and outdoor dining crowds the side-
walks throughout the week – a good thing, yes.
People get a fun break during the relaxing summer
evenings. Everyday qualms can float away for a few
hours.

Though many vacation during this time of the
year, things still jump around here. Perhaps the
crowd changes a little, and people from other towns
join in.

Have fun while exercising a little caution. In the
past, we have observed and have received com-
ments. Pedestrians and onlookers might be faced
with a traffic mishap. People back off the sidewalk
while listening to jazz on North Avenue and on
Central Avenue, or casually cross the streets without
looking – all the while, the heavy traffic is unabated.
When one walks down Elm Street, it is often neces-
sary to step into the street because of the tables, valet
parking and delivery trucks. It can be dangerous for
both pedestrians and drivers.

Each year, we raise these suggestions: Perhaps it’s
time to close Elm and Quimby Streets to general
traffic during peak outdoor dining times. Perhaps the
jazz band at the north side train station should be
moved then to the closed streets at Elm and Quimby.
Perhaps the popular jazz location in the middle of
Prospect Street should be reinstated and the street
closed.

At minimum, we urge residents to use care while
having fun, and we ask downtown businesses to
examine the situation.

Other Fun Things Locally
On Saturdays, have you tried the Farmer’s Mar-

kets? If so, which one did you try? – the one in
Westfield at the Train Sation southside parking lot,
the one in Scotch Plains on Park Avenue in the
parking lot by the Municipal Building? Perhaps you
tried another town. We’d like to know your favorite
market as well as hearing about your favorite  item.
Grandma's strawberry-rhubarb pie is high on our
list. Send us an e-mail - editor@goleader.com.

The roots of the Westfield Youth Baseball League
(WBL) go deep. For over 45 years, the WBL has
offered programs for the youth of Westfield. From
the newspaper archives of 1997, it is noted that over
1,000 boys and girls participated in programs of the
WBL. The participation has only grown since. Now,
over 1,500 participate.

Dads and moms remember fondly their
own involvements with the WBL. Suc-
cessful businessmen list their involvement
as a coach or umpire as one of their more
memorable civic activities. In 2004, War-
ren Shea of Scotch Plains was named to the
board of Union Hospital – in his bio, it is
prominently listed that he was a coach and umpire in
the WBL. In 1999, when Bruce Elliot, formerly of
Westfield, was named manager of the Middletown
office for then Burgdorff Realtors, he also listed
being active in the WBL as a major activity. Viola
Ricciuti of Scotch Plains was a chef at the Arrow
Lounge. When she died at age 80 in 1999, donations
in her memory were requested to be made to the
WBL.

In 2004, the death notice for former NJ Bell
executive Walter Treut who died at the age of 88,
requested that donations in his memory be made to
the Westfield Baseball League - Mr. Treut had lived
in Westfield from 1950 to 1977 and coached in the
WBL, before retiring and residing in North Carolina
for more than 25 years. John Fiorino, a Westfield

firefighter, died suddenly in 1997 at the
age of 38. He was active in helping the
youth of the community, and each year, a
Westfield Baseball tournament is held in
his memory.

Not only are the roots deep for the
Westfield Baseball League as offered by

the above examples, the good that it does for our
youth today is immeasurable. The caring nature of
our community guarantees that our youths prosper,
stay out of trouble and contribute to their communi-
ties in the future. The tradition has been here for over
45 years.

We salute everyone in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Cranford and elsewhere for putting together such
successful and worthwhile programs for our youth.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thanatopsis – A view of or medita-

tion on death
2. Ridgel – The half castrated male of

any beast
3. Peenge – To complain in Scottish
4. Intratelluric – Located or occurring

deep inside the earth

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TETRIC
1. Balanced; stable
2. Out of use
3. Distressing; perplexing
4. Perverse; harsh

HAJE
1. The Egyptian cobra
2. A Moslem who has completed his

holy trip to Mecca
3. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
4. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
SCATOPHAGOUS

1. Tendency to eat clay or dirt
2. Flesh eating
3. Subsisting on dung
4. Having a wavy, floating light

QUEAN
1. Strong beer or ale
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
4. A bold, immoral woman; a slut

Petulant, Inappropriate
And Unprofessional

In Its Entirely
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Mahony sent this

letter to Union County Manager George
Devanney and Director of Public Infor-
mation Sebastian D’Elia. Without re-
sponse, she then submitted it to letters to
the editor.

***
I have just read the letter to the editor of

The Westfield Leader (June 24, 2010) by
Sebastian D’Elia, Director of Public In-
formation, Union County. The letter is in
response to a column by Sal Caruana in
The Leader on June 17, 2010, in which
Mr. Caruana raised issues of wasteful
spending and nepotism in the county gov-
ernment and suggested it is time to look at
abolishing the county government and
combining services with the state.

I am sure the Union County freehold-
ers do not agree with the charges or tone
of Mr. Caruana’s column. But Mr. D’Elia
does not address any of the issues raised
and instead attacks Mr. Caruana for rais-
ing taxes in Westfield and adds a ludi-
crous charge that Caruana, a Republican,
made contributions to Republican candi-
dates.

I’m puzzled at the outrage of D’Elia
over Caruana’s right to contribute to the
party of his choice. D’Elia also mentions
research he did on ferreting out this infor-
mation. As a taxpayer, I can only hope
our Director of Public Information did
not do this partisan research and write
this immature diatribe on public time.

The letter is petulant, inappropriate
and unprofessional in its entirety. But its
final conclusion that “it’s fair to assume
that Sal Caruana himself is no more than
a hypocritical tax-hiking, right-wing po-
litical stooge” is over the top.

It is the type of statement you write in
self-righteous anger but then have the
good sense to hit the delete button. It is
not the quality of response we expect
from our government officials and could
be indicative of why some people do not
respect the county government.

Mary Mahony
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

History of Town of
Westfield

by Charles A. Philhower, M.A.
1923

FOREWORD
‘The history of the Town of Westfield

has strongly appealed to the author of this
brief review. The subject is capable of
limitless research.

While some work has been done, there
is still more left undone than has yet been
accomplished. The Indian history of this
section is much obscured in oblivion.
Accounts of the early settlements are still
buried in the archives of our libraries, and
in private manuscripts and maps.

The general aspect of the Revolution-
ary period is generally recorded in print,
and the odd moments of two years of
investigation have been productive of a
chronological account of Westfield’s part
in the great conflict.

The history of the Town subsequent to
these early periods is here presented in a
fragmentary way at best. However, it will
be to some extent of value to those who
may wish to set forth the town records in
greater detail.

Tradition, old manuscripts, Westfield
Presbyterian Church Records, Town
Records, Hunting‘s sermon, Edgar’s ser-
mon, Hatfield‘s “History of
Elizabethtown,” Clayton’s “History of
Union County,” Ricord’s “History of
Union County” and Whitehead’s “Pro-
prietors of East jersey” (1st and 2nd edi-
tions) are sources that have been of great
service in following up and verifying
lines of interest.

GEMS AT THE
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY


