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Stender Seeks to Reverse
Christie Family Services Cut

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywomen Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) that would
reverse the Christie administration’s
decision to cut family planning in the
proposed budget, restoring $7.5 mil-
lion in for the programs, has been
released by a 5-4 vote  by an Assem-
bly panel.  The Assembly Democratic
lawmaker said she  was disturbed not
only by the administration’s proposed
budget cuts for family planning, but by
the administration’s decision to with-
draw an application that could have
brought federal money into New Jer-
sey to provide family planning for those
who otherwise would not be eligible.

The state’s Department of Human
Services has also withdrawn an appli-
cation that would have extended Med-
icaid coverage for family planning. The
federal government reimburses New
Jersey Medicaid expenditures for fam-

ily planning at the rate of 90 percent.
“Refusing federal funding for es-

sential health care services is the height
of fiscal irresponsibility,” said Asw.
Stender, a vocal opponent of Gover-
nor Christie’s plan to cut family plan-
ning services. “Restoring the funding
will save lives and money and will
keep New Jerseyans – especially
women – from needlessly dying from
diseases that can be treated with proper
screening.” The legislation, A-3019,
calls upon the state human services
commissioner to submit an applica-
tion to the federal government to ex-
pand Medicaid’s coverage so that in-
dividuals with incomes of up to 200
percent of the federal poverty level
can receive family planning services
from Medicaid. Current law requires
recipients to make no more than 100
percent of the federal poverty level.

By expanding Medicaid, New Jer-
sey would receive $9 in federal aid for
every $1 spent in Medicaid funding.
More than 136,000 patients were
served by family planning in New
Jersey last year, helping prevent
40,000 pregnancies and 19,000 abor-
tions and saving the state more than
$150 million. Family planning services
involve contraception; gynecological ex-
ams; high blood pressure, anemia and
diabetes screenings; breast and cervi-
cal cancer screenings and education;
screenings and treatment for sexually-
transmitted infections; HIV testing and
counseling, pre-pregnancy counseling
and education; pregnancy testing and
confirmation and prenatal care.

Medical Marijuana Act
Deadline Moving to Oct. 1

TRENTON – The state Senate
has give the Christie administra-
tion an additional 90 days to imple-
ment the state’s new medical mari-
juana law, the New Jersey Compas-
sionate Use Medical Marijuana Act,
sponsored by Senator Nick Scutari
(LD-22, Linden). The extension bill,
which also passed in the Assembly,
heads to Governor Chris Christie
for consideration.

The medical marijuana law au-
thorizes the Department of Health
and Senior Services to issue regis-
try identification cards to qualify-
ing patients who have been diag-
nosed by a licensed physician with
whom they have an existing rela-
tionship, as having a “debilitating
medical condition” to use medical
marijuana.

The registry card will contain the
name, address and date of birth of the
patient, the date of issuance and expi-
ration of the card, photo identifica-
tion of the cardholder, and other in-
formation that the Commissioner of
Health specifies by regulation. A pa-
tient who possesses a registry card
will not be subject to arrest, prosecu-
tion or penalty by state or local au-
thorities for the medical use of mari-
juana.

The bill would also allow for the
establishment, registration and ad-
ministration of alternative treatment
centers and entities, which would
acquire, possess, cultivate, manu-
facture, deliver or dispense mari-
juana or related supplies and educa-
tional materials to registered qualify-
ing patients.

The new deadline to implement the
medical marijuana law is October 1.
The Senate passed the extension by a
vote of 27-5.

“While I believe this program
should have been ready for imple-
mentation as originally scheduled, I
agreed to grant the administration
additional time out of respect for a
genuine effort on their part to ensure
it’s done right,” Sen. Scutari said.

“This was not an easy decision, as
thousands of sick and dying residents
are in desperate need of the relief
provided by the medicinal use of
marijuana.”

 “Further, this law was signed in
January, giving the administration
six months to sort out questions
concerning growth and distribu-
tion,” Senator Scutari said.

“While the governor’s office re-
quested up to a year delay, another
90 days is a reasonable compromise.
But let me be clear, I expect the
administration to move expedi-
tiously to complete its work by the
new deadline. Too many people suf-
fering with severe and debilitating
illnesses, some of them terminal,
have already waited too long,” the
Senator said.

Under the law debilitating medi-
cal conditions which would permit
the prescription of medical mari-
juana include: cancer, glaucoma,
positive HIV/AIDS status or other
chronic, debilitating diseases or
medical conditions that produce, or
the treatment of which produces,
wasting syndrome, severe or chronic
pain, severe nausea, seizures, or
severe and persistent muscle
spasms.

The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services would
have the authority to include other
medical conditions as it sees fit. The
bill was signed into law January 18,
one day before Governor Jon Corzine
left office.

LESSON IN GOVERNMENT...Chris Malley and Maxwell Lehnert, third-grad-
ers at Franklin School, recently interviewed Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky for
a class project on local government.

Kean: Budget Is ‘Blue
Print for Fiscal Sanity’

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield)  issued the following state-
ment on the passage and signing of
the Fiscal Year 2011 budget:

“This year’s state budget was
drafted in the most demanding fiscal
environment in decades. The Legis-
lature had to close an opening $11-
billion shortfall, the largest per capita
deficit in the nation.

“The common-sense budget that
Governor Christie signed [June 29] is
a fiscally responsible, honest and
forthright budget that will begin to
return New Jersey to prosperity. The
Governor’s blue print for fiscal san-
ity will be a model for many states
dealing with budget shortfalls. We
only need to look to our neighbor,
New York, to see Democrat leaders
embracing the same spending re-
straint that is the lynchpin of Gover-
nor Christie’s plan.”
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SP GOP Campaign Release: Trifiro, Patti, Vastine

Scotch Plains GOP Slate
Endorses Christie 2.5 Cap

Editor’s note: The following re-
lease was issued prior to Saturday’s
2 percent cap agreement.

Sal Trifiro, Tony Patti, and William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates
for the Scotch Plains township coun-
cil, have announced their support of
the Governor’s 2.5 cap initiative,
which has become the centerpiece of
the Christie administration’s effort to
rein in escalating property taxes
throughout New Jersey.

“We are all in agreement that the prop-
erty tax crisis is the number one issue on
the minds of not only Scotch Plains resi-
dents but all citizens of New Jersey,” Mr.
Vastine said. “With our new governor’s
leadership, we are finally seeing an
acknowledgement that it is state govern-
ment that must provide the tools to mu-
nicipal officials necessary to deal with
rising property taxes. The constitutional
amendment limiting annual property tax
increases to 2.5 percent in addition to a
series of other legislative proposals will,
in fact, give governing bodies, like the
Scotch Plains township council, the abil-
ity to stem the tide of ever-escalating
property taxes.”

Mr. Trifiro added, “As with any
new course of action coming from
state government, the debate will be
tainted with politics, and we are al-
ready starting to see that happen.

“Democrats in Trenton are now
touting their own 2.9 percent annual
property tax cap but our residents need

to understand a clear difference be-
tween the Republican and Democrat
plans. The Democrats are proposing
changes that will be accomplished
solely by legislative action. We have
seen this before from them. New laws
for property tax relief, most fraught
with loopholes, were enacted only to
be disregarded or abandoned by fu-
ture legislators. It’s like Charlie Brown
attempting to kick the football only to
be suckered again and again by Lucy.

“Our citizens are fed up with poli-
tics as usual in Trenton and should be
relieved to see that the Republican
plan will actually amend our consti-
tution to limit property tax increases.
Scotch Plains, and others like us, will
finally get the protection it needs
from the whims of future state legis-
lators and an activist Supreme Court.”

Mr. Patti concluded, “And speak-
ing of our Supreme Court, it is time
for our Governor and Legislature to
stand up to the activism of past Su-
preme Court decisions, which have
been a prime factor in the scourge of
rising property taxes in suburban
communities like Scotch Plains. If
Trenton would only provide a more
equitable formula for state funding
of municipalities and, especially,
school districts, property taxes could
return to levels that would attract
residents and businesses instead of
chasing them off to more tax-friendly
states.”

Courtesy of Ben DeMarzo
TACKLING TRENTON TAXES...New Jersey Governor Chris Christie thanks
Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Morros Plains) and Assem-
bly Republican Conference Leader Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) on July 3
during the special legislative session called by the Governor to develop a property
tax cap bill.

Vali Promoted to VP
At Family Investors

FANWOOD — Fred J. Chemidlin,
Jr., chief executive officer, and Peter
Chemidlin, president, of Family In-
vestors in Fanwood, have announced
that Darraugh Valli has been named
vice-president of operations.

Ms. Darraugh joined the company
in 2000 as operations manager after
a career at Lord Abbett & Co. as the
director of sales support. She lives in
Scotch Plains with her husband, Pe-
ter, and their children, Sean and
Micaela.

Darraugh Valli

Brian Foley Joins
Matheny Board

WESTFIELD — Brian Foley of
Westfield has joined the Board of
Trustees of the Matheny Medical and
Educational Center in Peapack, a
hospital for children and adults with
medically complex developmental
disabilities. Mr. Foley is a partner at
Schenck, Price, Smith, and King, a
Morristown-based law firm focusing
on healthcare law and representing
clients that include healthcare sys-
tems, hospitals and physicians.

Prior to that Mr. Foley was vice-
president and general counsel for
Cathedral Healthcare System in New-
ark. He has a Bachelor of Arts in
Economics, cum laude, from
Villanova University and a Juris Doc-
torate degree, cum laude, from the
Seton Hall University School of Law.

Seminar to Be Held
On Divorce Issues

AREA – MASH, a support
group for singles that meets on
Monday evenings at St. Luke’s
Elementary School  in North
Plainfield, will welcome Andrew
Economos of Dughi and Hewit
P.C. on July 19.

Mr. Economos will present an
overview of the divorce process. He
will address alimony, child support
and custody, parenting time, divi-
sion of property, divorce mediation,
misconceptions about the divorce
process and more during this semi-
nar.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. The
cost is $3. St. Luke’s School is lo-
cated at 300 Clinton Avenue. Re-
freshments will be available.  For
more information, call Roberta at
(908) 889-7243.

DeCroce and Bramnick
Talk on 2.5 Percent Cap

TRENTON — Editor’s note: The
following release was issued prior to
Saturday’s 2 percent cap agreement.

Following Governor Christie’s ad-
dress to a Special Joint Legislative Ses-
sion on Thursday, Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) and Conference Leader
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) said
they hoped Democrats would come on
board with either the original constitu-
tional 2.5  cap legislation or the
governor’s new proposal that offers a
statutory solution.

“The Assembly Republicans would
prefer a constitutional amendment
capping spending at 2.5 percent, but
we are willing to work with the gov-
ernor and Democrats on the 2.5 statu-
tory compromise he outlined in his
(July 1) address,” Asm. DeCroce said.
“The governor has offered an oppor-
tunity for compromise, but it is es-
sential the core principles contained
in the concurrent resolutions (ACR
130 and 131) remain intact. We are
resolved to fixing a problem that has

plagued taxpayers for decades and
are committed to providing sustained
and real relief. We hope the majority
party will join us in that effort.”

The governor told the Legisla-
ture he would be willing to con-
sider a fix by way of statute, but key
pieces of the cap bill must remain,
including letting voters have a say
on exceeding the cap, and only per-
mitting debt payments as the ex-
ception to the cap. Governor
Christie also said existing collec-
tive bargaining agreements would
be honored, but the new law would
then be applied to any future con-
tract agreements.

“The governor made a fair and
reasonable offer to the other side of
the aisle,” commented Asm.
Bramnick. “The bottom line is this
Legislature must be willing to do
whatever is necessary to make sure
we provide real and permanent prop-
erty tax reform for taxpayers. If that
means staying here all summer, so
be it.”

Panel to Address
School Funding Issue
TRENTON — Senator Michael

Doherty (LD-23, Washington), a
member of the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee, ex-
pressed optimism  that the inequities
in the state school funding formula
will be addressed during the special
summer session on property
taxes.“This is good news for every
property owner in the state...its {our]
constitutional duty to provide fair
and reasonable state funding for
schools.” Mr. Doherty said.
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