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FUND TRANSFER…New Westfield United Fund President John Schmidt, left,
receives the gavel from outgoing president David Foltz at the organization’s
Annual Meeting in May. Since its founding in 1937, the Westfield United Fund has
raised more than $25 million for local human services agencies like the Westfield
Area “Y,” The Arc of Union County, CONTACT We Care and the American Red
Cross. For information on volunteer opportunities, contact
westfieldunitedfund.org.

HEADED TO ENGLAND...Major Joseph Boscia, the son of Joseph and Susan Boscia
of Westfield, and his family are headed to Chatham, England, where the major has
been selected as an exchange instructor at the British Royal Engineer School.

Major Boscia to Be Instructor
At British Royal Engineer School

WESTFIELD — Major Joseph
Boscia has returned from his tour in
Afghanistan because he was due
for his permanent change of station
– his next duty assignment. His
Brigade Combat Team of the 101st
Airborne Division remains in the
country until the end of the year.

Major Boscia has been selected
to be an exchange instructor at the
British Royal Engineer School in
Chatham, England, about an hour
southeast of London. A U. S. Army
engineer himself, Major Boscia
holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Electrical Engineering and
a Master of Science degree in En-
gineering Management. He will

spend two years teaching British
officers.

The major’s wife, Nancy, and
children, Alexis and Joseph Will-
iam, will accompany him to En-
gland. Their children will attend
Gads Hill School, which at one
time was the summer home of
Charles Dickens.

Major Boscia currently is attend-
ing a two-week course at Ft.
Leonard Wood, Mo., the U. S.
Army’s engineer school, prior to
moving to England this month.

Major Boscia and family visited
his parents, Joe and Sue Boscia, in
Westfield over the Memorial Day
holiday.

Higher Passport Fees Take
Effect Tuesday, July 13

WESTFIELD — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi is urging county resi-
dents who are planning to visit a foreign
country in the next few months to apply
for their passports as soon as possible
before higher federal fees for passports
take effect on Tuesday, July 13.

On that day, new fees for the U.S.
Passport Book, the Passport Card,
and other passport services will take
effect. The new federal fee for an
adult passport book (age 16 and older)
will be $110, an increase of $35 over
the current price. Passport books for
children under age 16 will be $80, an
increase of $20. The new fee for an
adult passport card will be $30, an
increase of $10. Passport cards for
children will be $15, an increase of
$5 over the current price. Each pass-
port transaction includes a $25 facil-
ity fee payable to Union County. This
fee is not being increased.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the county clerk’s main
office in the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the County Clerk’s office annex
at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield. Applications for passports
and related information also can be
found online at ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
passport.html.

The Elizabeth office opens at 7:30

a.m. weekdays and has English and
Spanish-speaking staff. The Westfield
office has Saturday hours and evening
hours during the week. The Westfield
Annex, the only County Clerk’s office
in the state that is open during evening
hours, is open 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days. The telephone number at the
Westfield Annex is (908) 654-9859.

The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday. The telephone number in Eliza-
beth is (908) 527-4966. Clients are
asked to arrive at least 15 minutes prior
to closing time to allow for staff assis-
tance with the passport process.

Travelers to Canada, Mexico, Ber-
muda and countries in the Caribbean
also must have a valid passport to
enter or depart from the United States.

“Even if your passport is still valid,
some countries require passports to be
valid for an additional six months after
your visit,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “This is
an entry requirement in some countries,
so it is important to call the country’s
embassy or check their website to look
for specific passport expiration require-
ments before you travel.”

For more information about obtain-
ing a U.S. passport, call (908) 527-4966.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie, Senate Agree to
2 Percent Cap With Exceptions
Governor Chris Christie, Senate

President Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, a
Democrat from West Deptford) and
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), the Republican Leader,
have agreed on a 2-percent property-
tax cap (please see story on front
page). Four exceptions to the cap
would be included: capital spending
and debt, health insurance and pen-
sion costs, school enrollment hikes
and states of emergencies.

The Senate is expected to vote this
week on amendments to S-29, Sena-
tor Sweeney’s original 2.9-percent
cap legislation. The General Assem-
bly was expected to review the legis-
lation beginning July 7. The Senate
will also soon begin discussions on
the Governor’s 33-bill package, re-
ferred to as his “tool kit,” which in-
cludes proposals such as arbitration
reform to assist local governments in
addressing collective bargaining in
light of the lower property-tax cap.

Towns and school boards would
have to seek voter approval to exceed
the 2 percent cap beyond the excep-
tions.

Bill Would Allow Libs. to Move
Surpluses to Aid Town Budgets
The Senate and the General As-

sembly have granted final legislative
approval to a measure sponsored by
Senator Nicholas Sacco (LD-32,
North Bergen) to enable public li-
braries with budget surpluses to aid
their municipalities that are strug-
gling with a decline in non-taxable
revenues.

The bill, A-2911 and S-2070, would
require a free municipal library to
transfer any budget surplus amount
that exceeds 20 percent of its audited
operating expenditures for the previ-
ous year to the municipality in which
it resides, excluding funds designated

for capital improvements or grants.
Currently, municipal libraries may

transfer any portion of surpluses over
125 percent of its current operating
budget to the municipality upon ap-
proval by the State Librarian, exclud-
ing funds restricted for capital projects
and grants.

NJTA Executive Dir. Retires;
MTA VP Assume Post

Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti has an-
nounced her retirement as executive
director of the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority (NJTA) effective August
31 after 31 years with the NJTA. She
will be replaced by Veronique G.
Hakim, senior vice-president for the
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority’s (MTA) capital construc-
tion agency, according to the Asbury
Park Press.

Transportation Commissioner
James Simpson has denied that Ms.
Gutierrez-Scaccetti was forced out.
She was appointed executive director
in September 2008.
Freehold BOE Cuts 74 Positions
As Part of $2.65-Mil. Reduction
The Freehold Regional High

School Board of Education has voted
to cut its $118.25 million tax levy by
$2.65 million, an amount determined
by Education Commissioner Bret
Schundler. The decision went to the
commissioner after the eight towns
that compose the district failed to
come up with an amount to cut from
the spending plan following its de-
feat by voters in April.

School officials have said the
cut would mean the elimination
of 66 teaching and media special-
ist positions, seven academic spe-
cialist jobs, and one administra-
tive supervisor who are retiring.
Another 76 full-time and five part-
time jobs were eliminated in the
district’s originally proposed bud-
get.

Christie Applauds Purchase
Of Bayonne Terminal Land
TRENTON — Calling it central to

growing New Jersey’s economy and
creating meaningful jobs, Governor
Chris Christie has commended the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey
for their efforts to expand port opera-
tions with the acquisition of 130 acres
at Marine Ocean Terminal at Bayonne
(MOTBY) and the 98-acre Global
Marine Terminal on Port Jersey.

“Generating nearly $29 billion in
commerce annually and supporting
thousands of jobs, New Jersey’s ports
are one of our greatest resources to
facilitate long-term growth and pros-
perity for the state,” Governor Christie
said. “The series of acquisitions and
commitments recently made by the
Port Authority will ensure the eco-
nomic vitality of the ports and help
make New Jersey a home for growth.”

The purchase of land at the Marine
Ocean Terminal at Bayonne encom-
passes nearly one-third of the industri-
ally zoned peninsula and will increase
the Port Authority’s total acreage by
approximately 4.5 percent, an enhance-
ment for future maritime development.
The Global Marine Terminal purchase
will provide additional opportunities
for cargo growth along the Port Jersey
peninsula.

Earlier, the Port Authority signaled
its priority commitment to repairing
the Bayonne Bridge by announcing a

fast-track comprehensive review that
will focus on providing best prac-
tices for fixing the bridge. The alter-
ations must be made to accommo-
date larger vessels that will use the
port after the Panama Canal widen-
ing is completed by mid-decade.

“The Port Authority began in 1921
with the mission of improving port
facilities in New Jersey and New York
and improving cooperation between
the states,” said former New Jersey
state senator Bill Baroni, the Port
Authority’s deputy executive direc-
tor. “This effort to expand the region’s
port facilities is the latest evidence of
how well the port region has been
served these past nine decades. When
combined with our firm commitment
to addressing the Bayonne Bridge
clearance issue and protecting Port
Elizabeth and Port Newark, I can say
with certainty that the Port Authority
is passionately pursuing its mission.”

In addition, the Port Authority re-
cently purchased for redevelopment
the century-old Greenville Yards in
Jersey City. When operational in
2013, the new barge-to-rail facility is
expected to play a major role in elimi-
nating 15 million vehicle miles trav-
eled in New Jersey, cut down on the
cost of highway maintenance and sig-
nificantly reduce harmful air pollut-
ants.

WF 5K, Pizza Extravaganza
Set for July 21 in Downtown
WESTFIELD — The ninth annual

Downtown Westfield 5K and Pizza
Extravaganza will be held Wednes-
day, July 21, with a start time of 7
p.m. This year, for the first time, the
race will be pre-registration only by
Saturday, July 17. All online registra-
tions close at midnight on July 17,
and all mailed entries must be post-
marked by Thursday, July 15. T-shirts
and d-tags can be picked up as early
as 5 p.m. on race day. The event
attracted over 2,500 runners and over
6,000 spectators last year.

According to Sherry Cronin, ex-
ecutive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, “While one-
third of the runners last year were
from Westfield, we had runners from
one-half of all the towns in the State
of New Jersey – a testament that this
event draws people from a wide geo-
graphic area.”

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
is the 2010 Platinum Sponsor of the
event. Stop & Shop and Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey are
silver sponsorships. UBS Financial
Services and Huntington Learning
Centers will be new bronze sponsors.
Williams Nursery, Shop-Rite, Drew-
Rogers, Overlook Hospital, Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group, and Greco
Steam Carpet Cleaning have returned
with bronze sponsorships. PSE&G
and State Farm Insurance Christine
Consenza Agency are contributing

sponsors. Capital One and Creative
Dental Care have returned with sup-
porting sponsorships.

The race will be held on the USATF
certified course for the following
route: Starting on East Broad Street,
left onto North Euclid Avenue, left
onto Park Drive through
Mindowaskin Park, cross Mountain
Avenue, right onto Lawrence Avenue,
left onto Sylvania Place, right onto
Elm Street, left onto Newton Place,
right onto Prospect Street, left onto
Brightwood Avenue, left onto Embree
Crescent, left onto Eaglecroft Road,
right onto Clark Street, left onto West
Dudley Avenue, right onto Elm Street,
and finishing just past East Broad
Street. Pizza and dessert will be pro-
vided to all registered runners.

Entertainment will be provided by
the Michael Craig Band, with an
awards ceremony immediately fol-
lowing the race. Register by mail or
online at www.PracticeHard.com.

To find out more about the Down-
town Westfield 5K and Pizza Ex-
travaganza and other events, contact
Sherry Cronin or Beth Brenner at the
Downtown Westfield Corporation at
105 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J., call
or visit WestfieldToday.com.

N.J. Averts ‘Devastating’ Tax
Hike In Unemployment Fund

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has signed S-1813 into
law, which reform the state’s Un-
employment Insurance Trust
Fund.

The governor said the legislation
“protects New Jersey small businesses
by preventing a devastating tax hike
of up to $683 per employee for em-
ployers who fund the Unemployment
Insurance Trust Fund.”

The bill maintains revisions made
by Governor Christie in his June 24
conditional veto of the legislation.

“There is no question that such an
onerous tax hike right now on New
Jersey’s job creators would seriously
damage our economy and derail our
recovery,” Governor Christie said. “I
am thankful to the Legislature and
the bill’s sponsors for coming to-
gether to mitigate the financial im-
pact on our state’s small businesses,
while taking the necessary steps to
begin restoring solvency to the sys-
tem.”

The bill, as signed into law, averts
an automatic, per-employee tax in-
crease, that was to go into effect July
1, of up to $683 that would have been
needed to fund an insolvent Unem-
ployment Insurance Trust Fund. In-
stead, the average increase will be
reduced to $130 per employee.

“The action taken by Governor
Christie is great news for New
Jersey’s small businesses,” said
state Labor Commissioner Hal
Wirths.

Additionally, S-1813 includes re-
forms to unemployment insurance
benefits for employees who lose their
jobs due to misconduct – reforms
which will result in estimated annual
savings of between $150 and $175
million, which the governor’s office

said will help restore the trust fund’s
solvency over time. A three-tiered
structure is now established (miscon-
duct, severe misconduct and gross
misconduct) which either prohibit
payment of unemployment benefits
or extend the waiting period before
benefits can be paid.

The Governor’s June 24 condi-
tional veto of S-1813 also provided
for the creation of an Unemploy-
ment Insurance Fund Task Force to
study and assess, among other things,
the current unemployment insurance
crisis and recommend how the state
can restore the trust fund to sol-
vency. The task force will replace
the Employment Security Council,
a group that has not met in over five
years.

The newly established task force
will conduct a comprehensive review
of all eligibility standards, benefit
levels, definitions in the unemploy-
ment compensation law, statutory
payroll tax triggers, contributions and
experience rating tables and more.

The UI fund ran out of cash in
March 2009, forcing New Jersey to
borrow, to date, $1.75 billion from
the federal government to pay unem-
ployment claims.
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