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Willow Grove Cell Tower Hearing
To Resume at Sept. Zoning Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will continue its
hearing in September on a new appli-
cation to erect a cellular antenna tower
at the Willow Grove Swim Club on
Roosevelt Avenue.

T-Mobile is seeking permission to
build a 117-foot monopole at the site;
three years ago, a similar application
was made to the zoning board, but T-
Mobile eventually was forced to with-
draw it in late 2007 after the board
turned down repeated requests for
extensions of that hearing.

The board’s initial hearing last

Thursday was attended by several
dozen neighborhood residents, some
with their young children in tow, who
listened to and then questioned the
evening’s sole witness for T-Mobile,
Dan Collins, a radio frequency ex-
pert who testified that any radio fre-
quency emissions from the tower
would fall within federal safety guide-
lines “by an extremely healthy mar-
gin” — and that the emissions levels
would even fall well within New
Jersey’s own less-strict guidelines.

Ronald Graiff, the board’s hired
expert in this field, reminded resi-
dents that the 1996 federal telecom-
munications act forbids a land use

board from considering radio fre-
quency emissions as a reason to deny
an application. Mr. Graiff did say,
however, that it was important for
neighborhood residents to be “fully
informed” about the “maximum pos-
sible effect” of the proposed tower.

There were questions from Mr.
Graiff and several residents about the
potential emissions, with Mr. Collins
agreeing to perform calculations to
confirm no increased threats or haz-
ards even if the antennas on the mono-
pole were tilted or angled slightly to
effect better phone reception for T-
Mobile users.

The next hearing on the applica-
tion, which Board Chairman Ken
Anderson warned could stretch out
for several months, will be on Wednes-
day, September 15.

The zoning board is also expected
to attempt to complete its work later
this month on an application by T-
Mobile and Verizon Wireless to in-
stall a cellular antenna tower in Hill-
side Cemetery. The proposal calls for
a 125-foot-high monopole that would
house nine T-Mobile antennas and 12
Verizon antennas on a pole to be
situated at the end of Frank Street off
Raritan Road, at the southern end of
the 129-acre cemetery. Hearings be-
gan in March, and the board hopes to
vote on the application at a special
meeting on Monday, July 19.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BIG BANG...County residents celebrate America’s 234th birthday on July
4. Fireworks are shown above in a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan
Park.

Steven Kasich for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TROUBLE...The Scotch Plains Fire Department extinguishes a house fire on
June 30 on Westfield Road Circle. See story on this page.

Electrical Fire Heavily
Damages Scotch Plains Home

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Arson Squad has ruled a fire
that heavily damaged a home on
Westfield Road Circle on June 30
was electrical in nature.

According to Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis, the 4:43 p.m.
blaze began in a family room of a
one-story addition behind the garage
of the two-and-a-half-story frame
structure. The fire was in the vicinity
of Green Forest Park.

“When we got there, the fire was
out the front window and the breeze-
way and was actually extending itself
up the second floor,” Chief Ellis told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The chief said when the fire started,
which was reported by the family, the
grandmother and her therapist were
home but were out of the house when
firefighters arrived. He said the heat
was so intense it melted the siding on
a neighbor’s home.

Scotch Plains Police Detective
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly added
that, “It turned into a three-alarm,”
noting that in addition to Scotch
Plains, firefighters from Fanwood,
Westfield, Garwood, Clark and

Plainfield responded to the scene
along with the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad. Meanwhile, Chief Ellis said,
the Berkeley Heights, New Provi-
dence and Kenilworth fire depart-
ments covered Scotch Plains’ fire
headquarters while the township’s
firefighters were at the scene.

“It (the fire) was under control in
about an hour,” Chief Ellis said.

The Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross provided assis-
tance in relocating the family, which
included three generations of the
Enard family: the grandmother and
mother, both Mary Enard, and daugh-
ter, Catie Carr.

“The home faced extensive dam-
age and is uninhabitable,” according
to Corinna Krauskopf, development
and marketing officer for the Red
Cross chapter. She said the family is
staying with relatives. The Red Cross
provided food and clothing assistance
and two cots with bedding to help the
family in their temporary home.

Chief Ellis said the fire damage
was “limited” to the one-story addi-
tion, although the rest of the home
sustained smoke and heat damage.
He said gas, electric and water ser-
vice to the home were turned off.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER’S HERE...Residents stroll through the Farmers Market, dressed comfortably for the hot summer day, last
Saturday in Scotch Plains on Park Avenue. Plenty of delicious and healthy goods were on sale for the shoppers.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNDERSTANDING MOUNTAINSIDE...Borough Mayor Paul Mirabelli meets
with Times editor Paul Peyton to discuss his first  eight months on the job following
the death of Mayor  Robert Viglianti.

‘Nothing Works Without the Tool Kit’ ~ Mayor Mahr

Mayors Supportive of Cap But
Urge Reforms to Lower Spending

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — New Jersey resi-
dents pay the highest the property taxes
in the nation. With that in mind, Gover-

nor Chris Christie and Senate President
Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, West
Deptford) came to an agreement on
Saturday on a 2-percent cap on local
government spending, with four ex-
ceptions, as a compromise to a 2.5-
percent Constitutional “hard cap”
sought by the governor and Mr.
Sweeney’s 2.9-percent statutory cap
with exceptions.

The 2-percent plan includes excep-
tions for government capital spending
and debt, health insurance premiums
and pensions, rising school enrollments
and states of emergencies.

While the Governor has called it
“astonishing” that taxes have jumped
70 percent between 1990 and 2009,
from $26.5 billion to approximately
$44.7 billion this year, Democrats say
a 4-percent cap instituted in 2007 has
kept average property tax increases
statewide at an average of 3.3 percent.
The 2.9-percent cap had passed both
houses of the Legislature (44-33 in the
Assembly and 23-17 in the Senate), but
was conditionally vetoed by the Gover-
nor Tuesday as per his agreement with
Mr. Sweeney.

“If the current (4-percent) cap can
contain property taxes to their lowest
increases in a decade, then a tighter cap
can definitely push increases well be-
low the Governor’s magic 2.5-percent
goal,” Mr. Sweeney said earlier last
week. “But we need to be smart. A rush
to chisel a hard cap into the constitution
would inevitably lead to a situation
where a town has to close its police
department because the price of gas
spiked.”

According to Governor Christie’s
office, taxes in Union County, specifi-
cally Cranford, Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Westfield, have averaged an annual

tax hike of 6 percent.
“It’s time that we finally put the

power to control property taxes in the
hands of those who are paying the bills
- New Jersey’s overburdened taxpay-
ers,” the Governor said. The Christie
administration said, had a 2.5-percent
cap been in place in 1999, Fanwood
residents would be paying an average
of $6,840 in taxes, a reduction of $2,900;
Garwood residents would be at $6,300,
$1,490 less than they are paying;
Mountainside, $6,627, $2,140 less, and
Westfield, $9,100, $3,627 under what
residents currently pay.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Republican
Leader in the upper house, said the 2-
percent agreement “is good news for
New Jersey residents who have been
routinely subject to more than 7 per-
cent property-tax increases over the
past decade.”

Prior to the agreement, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times reached out to
local mayors for comment. Among
those supporting the governor’s origi-
nal plan is Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky.

“I know, in the short-term, we could
have some real challenges living under
a two-and-a-half-percent-cap,” Mayor
Skibitsky told The Times on Friday.
“Honestly, I think the two-and-half-
percent cap is going to make it tough
for towns that are efficient and well run,
but I think it’s got to be done at the state
level. I think it’s good for the long-term
health of the state — which would be
good for the Town of Westfield.” He
said Westfield struggled this year to
come under the current 4-percent cap,
even with $600,000 in spending cuts,
because revenues were down $2 mil-

SP Council Okays Budget;
Municipal Taxes Up $740,185

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council gave its approval on Tues-
day night to a 2010 municipal budget
that a majority of members said was the
best result possible given the large cut
in state aid and large increases in non-
discretionary spending.

By a 4-1 vote, with Councilman
Kevin Glover voting no, the govern-
ing body approved the $22.9-million
spending plan three weeks after a pub-
lic hearing. The formal vote was de-
layed because the state Division of
Local Government Services, which
oversees municipal governments, had
not yet reviewed the township budget.

The average assessed home of
$122,400 will see a $91.80 increase in
the municipal portion of their tax bill.
The budget will be financed via $15.09
million in property taxes, up $740,185
from last year; $2.5 million from mis-

cellaneous revenues; nearly $800,000
from delinquent taxes and grants and
$2.227 million from state aid, which
was cut 22 percent this year, or
$626,455.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss on Tues-
day said on the expenditure side of the
ledger, salaries and wages were being
reduced by $278,000 this year, adding
that there were no layoffs planned for
what he termed a “bare bones staff” at
the municipal building.

Describing the 2010 budget as “very,
very, very, very tight,” Mr. Strauss said
township revenues — state aid and
investment income, for instance — were
weak and were at the root of the mu-
nicipal financial problems. “We’re not
spending too much,” Mr. Strauss said.
“We are earning too little.”

In addition, the municipal govern-
ment is facing significant increases in
group health insurance premiums (5

FW Looks to Collaborate
With Labor Union

By JEFF MARKS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Cooperation be-
tween the borough’s public works de-
partment and the Laborers’ Interna-
tional Union of North America
(LIUNA) is an action “that the borough
should pursue,” said Mayor Colleen
Mahr at Tuesday night’s monthly coun-
cil agenda meeting.

Mayor Mahr received the council’s
full support, authorizing her to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding with
LIUNA, a construction union that rep-
resents public service employees. The
non-binding agreement would allow
for qualified laborers to work on small
capital projects, and, as Mayor Mahr
said, it would “augment or supplement
our public works department on an as-
needed basis.”

Instead of hiring full-time workers
for temporary positions and assign-
ments, public works would be able to
hire LIUNA employees, some of whom
are Fanwood residents. They would be
available to complete both short-term
and emergency jobs, such as snow plow-
ing, leaf collection and individual side-
walk and curb improvement.

Councilman Anthony Parenti sees
the concept as a “very excellent oppor-

tunity,” and proposed that the union
workers, as a test run, be assigned to
road repairs, such as those on King
Street discussed by Borough Engineer
Joseph Pryor.

While labor unions have been
plagued with high unemployment, bud-
get cuts have further diminished the
size and capability of local govern-
ment. As a result, “local government
has to be more creative in their think-
ing,” Mayor Mahr said. “We don’t want
our public works department to ever
languish as a result of [budget] cuts.
[LIUNA] is not meant to take the place
of the public works department. We’re
trying to figure out the most cost effec-
tive manner.”

“I applaud this, as a union boy my-
self,” said Councilman Michael Szuch,
speaking of the collaboration effort.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
assured that, “we will tell the union
workers what we need, and they will
supply us.” Ms. Mitchell further sug-
gested that Fanwood workers, espe-
cially those unemployed but skilled, be
given preference over others.

In other business, Recreation Direc-
tor Bob Budiansky presented the sub-
missions for the 2010 Union County
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