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Electrical Fire Heavily
Damages Scotch Plains Home

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Arson Squad has ruled a fire
that heavily damaged a home on
Westfield Road Circle on June 30
was electrical in nature.

According to Scotch Plains Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis, the 4:43 p.m.
blaze began in a family room of a
one-story addition behind the garage
of the two-and-a-half-story frame
structure. The fire was in the vicinity
of Green Forest Park.

“When we got there, the fire was
out the front window and the breeze-
way and was actually extending itself
up the second floor,” Chief Ellis told
The Westfield Leader.

The chief said when the fire started,
which was reported by the family, the
grandmother and her therapist were
home but were out of the house when
firefighters arrived. He said the heat
was so intense it melted the siding on
a neighbor’s home.

Scotch Plains Police Detective
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly added
that, “It turned into a three-alarm,”
noting that in addition to Scotch
Plains, firefighters from Fanwood,
Westfield, Garwood, Clark and
Plainfield responded to the scene
along with the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad. Meanwhile, Chief Ellis said,
the Berkeley Heights, New Provi-
dence and Kenilworth fire depart-
ments covered the Scotch Plains’
fire headquarters while the
township’s firefighters were at the
scene.

“It (the fire) was under control in
about an hour,” Chief Ellis said.

The Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross provided assis-

tance in relocating the family, which
included three generations of the
Enard family: the grandmother and
mother, both Mary Enard, and daugh-
ter, Catie Carr.

“The home faced extensive dam-
age and is uninhabitable,” according
to Corinna Krauskopf, development
and marketing officer for the Red
Cross chapter. She said the family is
staying with relatives. The Red Cross
provided food and clothing assistance
and two cots with bedding to help the
family in their temporary home.

Chief Ellis said the fire damage
was “limited” to the one-story addi-
tion, although the rest of the home
sustained smoke and heat damage.
He said gas, electric and water ser-
vice to the home were turned off.

Steven Kasich for The Westfield Leader
TROUBLE...The Scotch Plains Fire Department extinguishes a house fire, last
Wednesday, on Westfield Road Circle. See story below.
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Salvatore Caruana Appointed to
Overlook Hospital Foundation Board
SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospital

Foundation Board of Trustees has ap-
pointed Salvatore Caruana, of Westfield
to serve a three-year term on the founda-
tion board. The election was held at the
board’s annual meeting at Baltusrol Golf
Club on June 8.

“We are delighted to
welcome Mr. Caruana to
the foundation board,”
commented Foundation
Chairman Gerald Glasser
of Westfield. “His back-
ground in finance and his
extensive community ser-
vice expertise will be an
asset to our fundraising
efforts on behalf of Over-
look Hospital.”

Mr. Caruana is the
president and director of
Foster Capital Corpora-
tion in New York City.
Previously, he was a se-
nior vice-president at Lehman Brothers
from 1976 to 1991. Earlier, he was with
Merrill Lynch.

He has been a member of the Colum-
bus Citizens Foundation since 1984,
which provides college scholarships for
needy and deserving students. Mr.
Caruana has been a director of the Foun-
dation of Binghamton University (1991
to 1997) and has endowed the Salvatore
P. Caruana Scholarship Fund there to
assist students with financial hardship.
He is a volunteer advisor to the New York
City Child Abuse Prevention Program.

Mr. Caruana served two terms on the
Westfield Town Council. He was chair-
man of the town’s Code Review and
Property Committee and was chairman
of the town’s Parking and Traffic Safety
Committee. In 2008, as finance chairman
for the town, Mr. Caruana led efforts to
improve municipal finances during a pe-
riod of economic recession.

He served a three-year term as a direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, was director of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra and served on the board
of directors of the Westfield United Fund.
As a trustee of the College Men’s Club of
Westfield, Mr. Caruana helped raise tens

of thousands of dollars of
scholarship funds for
needy Westfield high
school graduates and ini-
tiated a program to pro-
vide funds for SAT prepa-
ration for economically
disadvantaged high school
students. In 2002, Mr.
Caruana founded
Westfield Cares, a pro-
gram that assists Septem-
ber 11 families. In 2010,
Mr. Caruana was elected
to the Board of Directors
of the Westfield Founda-
tion, where he has en-

dowed the Caruana Family Fund to assist
the medical and special need of local
children from families in distress.

Over the years, Mr. Caruana has been
a frequent contributor to The Westfield
Leader and in January 2010 became a
weekly contributor to the column, “Planet
Westfield,” which discusses local poli-
tics and the state’s financial and educa-
tional crises.

Mr. Caruana received his bachelor of
arts from the State University of New
York at Binghamton. He and his wife,
Darleen, have two daughters.

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds to help Overlook remain on
the forefront of medical care. All gifts to
the foundation are tax deductible and
remain at Overlook. For further informa-
tion on how to become a friend of Over-
look Hospital, contact the foundation at
(908) 522-2840 or see
overlookfoundation.org.

Sal Caruana

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
OUR COUNTRY...Westfield Town
Councilman David Haas addresses the
crowd during the Westfield Commu-
nity Band’s Annual Independence Day
Celebration on July 1.

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
REST STOP...The Fortunato family of Scotch Plains brought along some good
summer reading on a tour of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia and North
Carolina.

other people’s money. [Look at] how
much money goes out of Westfield
into Trenton [before] it gets dispersed
around the state — virtually none of
it coming back to Westfield,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I think those munici-
palities need a cap, and I think it’s
going to help us in the long run.”

“If you’re a municipality, and
you’re spending a lot of money that
comes in from the state, where is the
control there to make sure you are
spending it efficiently?” Mayor
Skibitsky questioned. “Do local resi-
dents really care if you are spending
other towns’ money? I don’t think
so.” He said New Jersey’s income tax
was established in the 1970s for prop-
erty tax relief. “We get almost none
of it back now,” Mayor Skibitsky
stated (in noting the state-aid reduc-
tion this years).

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said, “In theory, I support it
(2.5-percent cap).”

“First of all, Mountainside doesn’t
need [a 2.5-percent cap]. We have the
lowest taxes in the county. To force a
two-a-half percent cap on
Mountainside — former mayor
(Viglianti) did that before anyone
talked about two-a-half percent,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. He said his
concern, however, is in areas such as
pensions, utilities and health care
costs which are out of direct control
of the borough and could “eat away at
the rest of the budget if we have a
hard cap.” He also opposes part of the
proposal that would require towns that
need to exceed the cap to put a referen-
dum on the election ballot – which, if
Mountainside needed to take such an
action, he said, which cost the bor-
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Mayors on Property-Tax Cap
ough $10,000, “and it delays the adop-
tion of the budget because it takes 60
days to get a referendum out.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
former president of New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors, said she was not
taking a position on the 2 percent cap
until she sees the details. She said the
cap should be done “statutorily” by
legislation rather than constitution-
ally. She also said the state needs to
stop “balancing the pensions on the
backs of municipalities” and instead
either fund the system or reduce this
benefit to lower the costs for towns.

“The number of a cap (2 or 2.5
percent) is arbitrary because towns
have [already] been dealing with caps
for decades, and it has been working
out,” she said, noting that the 4 per-
cent has been in place since 2007. “It
is nothing new for mayors.”

She said the Fanwood Borough
Council only has control over 20 per-
cent of the average $10,000 property
tax bill in her town, or $2,000, which
is spent on a “lot of valuable services”
such as the police and public works.
Mayor Mahr said while she supports
the exceptions to the 2 percent cap
proposal, she urges the legislature to
get to work on approving the “tool
kit.” She said the kit needs to include
arbitration reform, and it needs to get
to mayors this summer, as towns are
already well into the budget process
by the time the fall arrives — the time
when Senator Sweeney said he ex-
pected these reforms to be approved.

“They (legislature) should deal with
the tool kit now. We need something
more than a promise [to discuss the
issue],” she said. “Nothing works
without the tool kit.”

by Paul Lachenauer
Cranford Independence Day

by Paul Lachenauer
Cranford Independence Day

fully recovered from the breast can-
cer she was diagnosed with in 1992.

His teammate, Mr. Cook, 46, has
suffered the loss of his father, friends
and in-laws to cancer, so when he
decided last year to ride in PMC, he
said, “My opportunity to do some-
thing about it is very minor — to sit
on a bicycle for two days and 200
miles.” A 1981 alum of Westfield
High School and president of the
Westfield Foundation, Mr. Cook has
raised about $8,000 for the cause.

“My father succumbed to lung can-
cer at 59. He hadn’t smoked in nine
years. The doctors said smoking
wasn’t the cause of cancer, but I be-
lieve it was,” he said.

“I feel like cycling saved my life. I
was overweight and smoking. After
9/11, I was told by a psychologist to
do something to burn off the adrena-
line. I took up cycling and weight
lifting. I hadn’t exercised in 20 years.
I developed a much healthier attitude
and lifestyle,” Mr. Cook said.

John Coyle, 37, and Nicole Coyle,
36,  and their friend, Greg Janaczek,
make up part of the team, Matthew’s
Ducks, that will ride in the bike
event on behalf of Matthew Bove,
the son of Mr. Coyle’s high school
friend. At only 18 months old, Mat-
thew was diagnosed with a rare form
of liver cancer and was treated at
Dana-Farber, where 70 percent of
his liver was removed. “It is some-
what of a miracle. They thought it
had spread to the brain. They did an
MRI and it was completely gone,”
Mrs. Coyle said.

This is the first year Mrs. Coyle
and Mr. Janaczek will participate in
the ride. Last year, Mrs. Coyle and
her daughter and sister went to sup-
port her husband and the team on the
sidelines. “You see the kids and their
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Biking Team Challenge
families, and it is really moving. It’s
not a race, it’s a ride,” she said.

“For 200 miles, you are cheered
along the route — cow bells, cheer-
leaders doing flips, bands playing…,”
said Mr. Gallagher. “Every 100 yards,
there is someone and once in the city
it is 15 to 20 people deep. They are
cheering and whooping it up. When
you arrive in Provincetown at the
finish line with people cheering, you
can’t help but cry. …It’s a tremen-
dous feel-good weekend that you
can’t put into words.”

For Matthew’s parents, that en-
couragement has helped them get
through the difficulties they have
faced since their son’s diagnosis as
an infant. “The amount of support
they get is tremendous. They feel
they couldn’t have done this with-
out all of the support,” Mrs. Coyle
said.

“It’s a great cause,” said Mr. Janaczek,
whose grandmother was diagnosed with
lung cancer about 15 years ago. “It’s a
great way to stay active and a great
way to donate to a good organiza-
tion,” he said. He said his goal is to
“finish with a decent time.”

“I remember last year riding and
seeing a woman standing at the top of
a hill gasping for breath. She said,
‘I’m going to make it!,’” said Mr.
Gallagher. “For many people, it’s a
heroic effort.” And that sentiment of
heroism extends to not only the riders
but also those battling the disease and
those who survived.

To, donate to the cause, go to
Matthew’s Ducks page: pmc.org/
egifts/NC0074 or drop off a check to
Jay’s Cycle Shop made out to Jimmy
Fund, with Mr. Gallagher and Mr.
Cook’s name on it or go to pmc.org
and search for ConvergEx or
TC0135.


