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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG BANG...County residents celebrate America’s 234th birthday on Sunday, July 4. Fireworks are shown above in
a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan Park.

‘Nothing Works Without the Tool Kit’ ~ Mayor Mahr

Mayors Supportive of Cap But
Urge Reforms to Lower Spending

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
“THE SOUND OF MUSIC”...Dr. Thomas Connors conducts the Westfield
Community Concert Band last Thursday night at Mindowaskin Park.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BOROUGH PRIDE...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli discusses issues of the
borough and the forethought provided by past Mayor Robert Viglianti.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — New Jersey resi-
dents pay the highest property taxes
in the nation. With that in mind, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie and Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, West
Deptford) came to an agreement on
Saturday on a 2-percent cap on local
government spending, with four ex-
ceptions, as a compromise to a 2.5-
percent Constitutional “hard cap”
sought by the governor and Mr.
Sweeney’s proposed 2.9-percent
statutory cap with exceptions.

The 2-percent plan includes excep-
tions for government capital spending
and debt, health insurance premiums

and pensions, rising school enroll-
ments and states of emergencies.

While the Governor has called it
“astonishing” that taxes have jumped
70 percent between 1990 and 2009
from $26.5 billion to approximately
$44.7 billion this year, Democrats
say a 4-percent cap instituted in 2007
has kept average property tax in-
creases statewide at an average of 3.3
percent. The 2.9-percent cap bill was
conditionally vetoed by the Gover-
nor Tuesday as per his agreement
with Mr. Sweeney.

“If the current (4 percent) cap can
contain property taxes to their lowest
increases in a decade, then a tighter
cap can definitely push increases well

below the Governor’s magic 2.5-per-
cent goal,” Mr. Sweeney said earlier
last week.

According to Governor Christie’s
office, taxes in Union County, spe-
cifically Cranford, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Westfield, have averaged
an annual tax hike of 6 percent.

“It’s time that we finally put the
power to control property taxes in the
hands of those who are paying the
bills - New Jersey’s overburdened
taxpayers,” the Governor said. The
Christie administration said, had a
2.5 percent cap been in place in 1999,
Fanwood residents would be paying
an average of $6,840 in taxes, a re-
duction of $2,900; Garwood residents
would be at $6,300, $1,490 less than
they are paying; Mountainside,
$6,627, $2,140 less, and Westfield,
$9,100, $3,627 under what residents
currently pay.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Republican
Leader in the upper house, said the 2-
percent agreement “is good news for
New Jersey residents who have been
routinely subject to more than 7-per-
cent property-tax increases over the
past decade.”

Prior to the agreement, The Westfield
Leader reached out to local mayors
for comment. Among those support-
ing the governor’s original plan was
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.

“I know, in the short-term, we could
have some real challenges living un-
der a two-and-half-a-percent cap,”
Mayor Skibitsky told The Leader on
Friday. “Honestly, I think the two-
and-a-half-percen -cap is going to
make it tough for towns that are effi-
cient and well run, but I think it’s got
to be done at the state level. I think it’s
good for the long-term health of the
state — which would be good for the
Town of Westfield.” He said Westfield
struggled this year to come under the
current 4-percent cap, even with
$600,000 in spending cuts, because
revenues were down $2 million.

He said salaries and wages are the
town’s biggest expense. In that re-
gard, he favors changing the state’s
binding-arbitration law to make arbi-
trators “live within a two and half
percent cap” and requiring arbitra-
tors to “take into effect what it (con-
tract settlements)  does for local prop-
erty taxes.”

“Salaries and wages are our big-
gest expenses, [but] with binding ar-
bitration,  it’s very hard to control
that,” Mayor Skibitsky said. “With
binding arbitration, the arbitrator just
goes in and looks at the
arguments…and sees what is hap-
pening in surrounding towns and other
towns in the county and then  tells
you what you are going to pay.”

When asked if a hard cap could
result in municipal-worker layoffs,
Mayor Skibitsky said, “We hope
not….We are hoping the economy
turns around and our revenues start
picking up.”

The mayor said Westfield’s mu-
nicipal salaries and wages are down
$300,000 since 2007, “because we’ve
been doing the things (such as elimi-
nating some positions) that I think
have to be done [in] other munici-
palities and other levels of govern-
ment throughout the state — which I
don’t think is being done.”

He pointed to the amount of in-
come tax that Westfield residents pay
into Trenton’s coffers. “I think it’s
easy for government entities to spend

Mirabelli Focused on Keeping
Taxes Down in Mountainside

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — It has been a
busy eight months for borough Mayor
Paul Mirabelli since taking over the
mayor’s office following the death of
Robert Viglianti, who held the office
for 22 years.

“He trained us,” the new mayor
said. “Bob was the type of guy who
could see the future for
Mountainside.” He noted that the late
mayor , along with himself and Coun-
cilman Keith Turner, recently re-
ceived an award at the Mountainside
Youth Baseball dinner for their work
over the years,  including lighting the
borough’s ballfields.

“They (Mayor Viglianti and Mr.
Turner) started with the Little League
field and then we went on to Borough
Hall, the softball field and the soccer
field…[and] the Minor League field,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. “The last piece
of the puzzle was a couple of lights
over near the Pony League field.”
The leagues are billed individually
for their usage of the lights.

“He (Mayor Viglianti) saw that it
would be a great thing for
Mountainside to get these fields lit,”
the mayor said.

Mayor Mirabelli, a Mountainside
resident since 1990, said the borough
has focused on expanding recreation
programs and maintaining the
borough’s infrastructure.

The borough issued a general obli-
gation bond seven years ago to fund
improvements to municipal roads,
including adding Belgium block
curbs. In addition to the bond, Mayor
Mirabelli said the borough receives
$200,000 to $300,000 annually in
state Department of Transportation
grants for road improvements.

He said the borough opted to issue
a new bond when a previous bond
was paid off. “All we did was use the
bond payment that was already in the
budget to get a new bond, so it didn’t
raise taxes because the money was
already there,” he said. In addition,
he said the borough took advantage
of unused funds in some capital
project accounts and used the money
to repave the Borough Hall parking
lot. The borough collects revenue by
selling commuter permits at the bor-
ough hall lot and a second lot near the
municipal library.

Mayor Mirabelli said the borough
also collects $200,000 annually in
revenue for its cell tower behind the
municipal building, which is utilized
by multiple carriers including AT&T,
Verizon and Mobile One.

“That’s the way we were able to
keep the taxes down. We have some

good revenue streams that are going
to be around for a long time,” he said.

The mayor said the borough has
instituted registration fees in its recre-
ation department to cover costs.
Among those is the borough’s sum-
mer playground program, for which
the borough has instituted a $35 per-
child fee for the 300 or so kids who
participate. He said the fee would cover
the $10,000 cost of salaries for coun-
selors for the eight-week program,
which runs weekday mornings.

In addition to recreation, Mayor
Mirabelli said the borough raised
construction permit fees for the first
time in 15 years. “We were like the
lowest fees in the county. It wasn’t
even covering our costs,” he said.

He said the borough would not be
able to run its many recreation pro-
grams without the many volunteers,
including the coaches for
Mountainside Youth Baseball,
Mountainside Softball Association
and Mountainside PAL. He said fees
charged cover the cost of uniforms
and the entrance fees. “None of these
organizations are running a profit.
They run fundraisers to supplement
the [programs].”

The annual Independence Day fire-
works are sponsored by the borough,
which pays half the costs, with the
PAL and the volunteer fire depart-
ment each paying 25 percent.

The mayor said 2010 has been a
challenging year, as the borough’s
state aid was cut by $230,000 from a
municipal budget of around $8 mil-

lion. To address the aid cut, all mu-
nicipal department budgets were
slashed by 5 percent, and taxes “were
raised a little bit,” noting that munici-
pal taxes will rise on average by $195
for homeowners.

“We didn’t cut any programs. We
are not anticipating any furloughs. We
are just going to tighten our belt and
ride it out,” Mayor Mirabelli said.
“And we are trying to make it up with
increased revenues and being creative.”

“When I first started meeting about
the budget and the reduction in state
aid, my philosophy was it has to be
shared among all segments of the
population. Taxpayers have to pay a
little more taxes; departments have to
run a little bit leaner; people that want
certain programs are going to have to
pay for them,” the mayor said.

The mayor said he and the all-
Republican borough council “almost
always come to some consensus.”

“I can’t remember the last time
someone (on council) voted ‘No’ on
something, because it’s easy, it’s com-
mon sense. It’s not like we have these
controversial issues that are going to
divide the council,” Mayor Mirabelli
said. “We had our budget hearing and
not one person showed up…people
are just not that interested because it
(the borough) is run pretty well.”

The mayor said he has always lived
by one principle when it comes to the
day-to- day operations of the bor-
ough — “I’ve always said you have to
do what’s right for Mountainside,”
the mayor said.

Area Residents to Cycle for
Cancer in PMC Challenge

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two teams out of
Westfield will join some 5,000 other
cyclists in Massachusetts on August
7 and 8 for the massive two-day bike-
a-thon, the Pan-Massachusetts Chal-
lenge (PMC), which raises money
for cancer research and treatment at
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

For 12 years, Ed Gallagher, 52, of
Belvidere Avenue has ridden in the
two-day cycling event and raised
about $400,000 to benefit cancer re-
search and treatment at Dana-Farber.
He andwith his team, ConvergEx, are
made up of friends from outside the
region and Westfield-area residents,
Ed Carr of Mountainside, Anthony
Cook of Lenox Avenue and Mark
Otto, a Westfield native who now
resides in Red Bank, who ride regu-
larly in a cycling club run out of Jay’s
Cycle Shop on North Avenue, where,
for the last three years, they have held
a charity auction to raise money for
Dana-Farber.

One hundred percent of the money
raised by riders during the PMC is
given to the Jimmy Fund, which pro-

vides the main source of funding to
Dana-Farber, the discoveries of which
reach worldwide. All of the services
offered during the event are fully
donated and staffed by some 3,000
volunteers, withMr. Gallagher’s two
daughters among them.

Helping the institute fund its re-
search and treatment that has helped
save lives for over 50 years hits close
to home for Mr. Gallagher, whose
sister, Eileen, was diagnosed with
breast cancer in 1999, and five years
ago, at the age of 52, Eileen suc-
cumbed to the disease. “She was in
remission for a while and it came
back and spread to her liver and lymph
nodes,” he said. “She lived in Brook-
lyn. She left two boys, who are col-
lege-age now, and a husband.”

“She was a big supporter of the
Jimmy Fund,” Mr. Gallagher said of
his sister. “She always felt they had
the best research.”

“My mom had to go through a
radical mastectomy. Today many
women don’t have to go through that
with new treatment,” said 37-year-
old Mr. Carr. Today, his mom has
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Special BOE Meeting
Was Cancelled

WESTFIELD – The special meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of  Educa-
tion to be held at Lincoln School on
Wednesday evening, July 7, was can-
celled. According to the BOE, the
parties are meeting to work out a reso-
lution. Tamaques Elementary School
teacher Matthew Kravetsky and sup-
porters are contesting his termination.

Courtesy of Nancy Stabler
JUMPING FOR JOY...A playful mood overtook pre-prom formality for these
elegantly dressed Westfield High School seniors. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Mary McKevitt, Chloe Rothenberg, Grace MacKenzie and Darla Stabler.


