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All photography by Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DID YOU EVER STOP TO NOTICE?...Led by Westfield conductor Candace Wicke, the Continuo Arts Foundation’s
Children’s Chorus performs Michael Jackson’s “Earth Song” with Brazilian singer Carmen Monarcha, above, as well as
violinist Andre Rieu, pictured at lower left, and his Johann Strauss Orchestra in mid-June. See story at left.
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WF Com. Band Celebrates
Music Under the Stars

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Thomas Connors, con-
tinues its 98th season of summer con-
certs in Mindowaskin Park on Thurs-
day, July 8.

The evening’s music will start with
a pre-concert selection of music by
the band’s own Low Brass Choir at 7
p.m. The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band will take the stage at 7:30
p.m. on the gazebo.

The band traditionally performs an
assortment of original works, includ-
ing orchestral transcriptions, popular
works and songs of the American
Music Theater, along with marches
from around the world.

The featured soloist for the evening
will be Michael Conway, euphonium,
on “Concert Prelude” by Derek Bour-
geois. Mr. Conway is a freelance
musician from Roselle. A graduate of
Kean University, he holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Music.

Having played with the Westfield
Community Band for five years, in
addition to the Kean University Wind

Ensemble and the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, he enjoys “Concert
Prelude,” as it brings him new chal-
lenges as a euphonium player.

Additional selections for the
evening include “Celebration Fan-
fare” by Steven Reineke, “March
Slave” by P. Tchaikovsky and “The
Seafarers,” arranged by Michael
McDermott. The Westfield Commu-
nity Band will continue its season on
Thursday, July 15, followed by the
Westfield Community Swing Band
“Nostalgia” on July 22.

The concert will be held in
Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to
bring blankets or chairs. In the event
of inclement weather, the concert will
be held in the Westfield Community
Room in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

For further information, contact
(908) 789-4080 or e-mail the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

NJPAC, Youth Theatre Collaborate on Rent
NEWARK – Talented young ac-

tors from across New Jersey will
breathe new life into Jonathan
Larson’s Broadway-changing,
Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-win-
ning musical, Rent, this summer in
the annual summer musical collabo-
ration between the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) and
the New Jersey Youth Theatre
(NJYT).

Rent opens in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater on July 16 and runs for nine
performances, through July 25, be-
fore touring to the Algonquin Arts
Theatre in Manasquan. Tickets for
the NJPAC performances, which
range from $20 to $30, are available
by telephone at (888) GO-NJPAC
(1-888-466-5722), at the NJPAC Box
Office at One Center Street in down-
town Newark, or by visiting
njpac.org.

A modern take on the beloved
Puccini opera, La Boheme, Rent’s
powerful score and poignant story
follow a year in the lives of a group
of impoverished young artists living
the disappearing Bohemian lifestyle
in New York’s East Village during
the late 1980s. They help each other
survive the physical and emotional

complications of AIDS, relationships
and financial hardships.

The NJPAC/NJYT production of
Rent features a multi-cultural cast of
18 talented young New Jersey ac-
tors. The program prepares aspiring
performers and technicians for the
professional theater.

Sets, props and wardrobe opera-
tions will be in the hands of profes-
sionals assisted by young technical
interns in each area. Performers are
selected through a rigorous audition
process.

This year’s cast was selected from
approximately 250 hopefuls. There
is no fee to participate and the com-
pany follows the rules and disci-
plines of an Actors’ Equity com-
pany.

The cast for the NJPAC/NJYT pro-
duction of Rent includes Shayne
Kennon as Roger; Mike Zimmerman
as Mark; Chelsea Cortes as Mimi;
Derrick Hicks as Benny; Lauren
Campbell of Cranford as Maureen;
Te La Curtis-Lee as Joanne; J. Aaron
Boykin as Tom and M.J. Rodriguez
as Angel.

Other company members include
Monica Ban, Steven Michel, Nicho-
las Magliocco, Jeanel LeBlanc,

Jimmy Smith, Chris Gordon,
Melanie Porras, Laura Soto-Bayomi,
Christopher Cordero and Joe
Tolentino.

“Rent is about human beings try-
ing desperately to connect with other
human beings, accepting each other
in spite of great flaws, and learning
to survive and be there for each other
in a world that seems to become
more difficult by the second,” said
Cynthia Meryl, artistic director and
co-founder of New Jersey Youth The-
atre, formerly WYACT (Westfield
Young Artists Cooperative Theatre).

“In today’s world of Twitter,
Facebook and an over abundance of
ever-advancing communication de-
vices, Rent reminds us to remember
our humanity.”

Ms. Meryl directs the production,
with musical direction by Ilene
Greenbaum and choreography by
Assistant Director Sherry Alban.

Sandra Bowie, vice-president of
arts education at NJPAC, said of the
production, “We are excited to again
partner with New Jersey Youth The-
atre for a summer filled with the
highest level of theater training for
young artists from all over New Jer-
sey.”

‘Friends of the Poor’ Raise Funding
And Level of Art Appreciation

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church (HTGOC) held its
fourth annual Fine Art and Photogra-
phy Exhibit at the church’s Bouras
Center. The event, which was spon-
sored by the church’s Ladies
Philoptochos (Friends of the Poor)
Society, spotlighted the artwork of 11
artists of Hellenic heritage.

Participating artists included
Euripides “Rip” Kastaris of St. Louis
Mo., who works in multi-media; in-
ternational photojournalist Effie
Pappas, Summit; painter Apostolos
Tsoris, New York City; oil painter
Chrysoula Lile, Westwood; photogra-
pher Kostas Lymperopoulos, of
Colonia; multimedia artists and hus-
band and wife, Avi and Constantine J.
Kiriakatis, Kenilworth; multimedia
painter Maria Halkias, Westfield;
Rutgers Plant Science professor and
watercolorist James Sacalis; Impres-
sionist painter Stephanos Sederis and
photographer Helen (Nitsa) Bruno of
Millburn.

Ms. Halkias and Ms. Kiriakatis, who
also serves as the president of the soci-
ety, chaired the Fine Art and Photogra-
phy Exhibit.

“The caliber of the participating art-
ists in this year’s show was truly excep-
tional, and visitors were awed by the
impressive work on display,” said Ms.
Halkias.

“Personally, I feel very honored to
have been part of such an influential

group of talented artists who raised the
level of art appreciation in our commu-
nity, in an effort to raise funds for the
less fortunate,” she continued.

Mr. Kastaris, the first Hellenic-

American to be chosen by the United
States Olympic Committee to com-

memorate U.S. athletes, was full of
praise for the event.

“The [Fine Art and Photography]
Show was a real lovefest due to the hard

work and preparation of the Ladies
Philoptochos Society of HTGOC,” he
said.

“We all had many styles but a single
spirit in coming together for a rare and
meaningful presentation,” he contin-
ued. “As people who love art as well as
honor the treasure of our heritage, we
were one.”

Ms. Pappas, whose photography in-
cluded photographs of Greece that de-
pict scenes of Greek culture and nature,
enjoyed interacting with visitors who
shared their impressions of Greece.

“It was a fantastic exchange of sto-
ries, history and of dreams for the fu-
ture,” she said.

One of the missions of the
Philoptochos Society is to provide a
forum for Greek-American artists and
all students and collectors interested in
the visual arts.

The society is also well known for its
charitable help to those in need.

Proceeds raised by this year’s Fine
Art and Photography Exhibit will be
used to support the Arts and
Philoptochos’ humanitarian efforts,
which this year include relief to Haiti.

Effie Pappas’s “Light a Candle”

Maria Halkias of Westfield’s
“Windmills”

CIRCLE OF LIFE...Euripides “Rip” Kastaris stands beside his “Kyklos Circle
of Glory Tribute.” Kyklos means “circle” in Greek, Mr. Kastaris told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. “It represents the circular path of the Hero in
Greek Mythology as well as the path that the Olympics themselves have made
in history. In every heroic story, we see a sequence of departure, initiation on the
road of trials and a return to homeland. The games were born in Olympia Greece
in 776 B.C., revived for the modern era in 1896 Athens and finally retuned to
their homeland after 108 years in 2004.”

Westfield-Led Chorus Performs
With World-Famous Violinist

By TOM FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATLANTIC CITY — The Continuo
Arts Foundation’s Children’s Chorus,
a group of 6 to 13 year olds from
Westfield and the surrounding area,
performed at Atlantic City’s Board-
walk Hall on Saturday, June 20, with
world-famous violinist and conductor
André Rieu, his Johann Strauss Or-
chestra and Brazilian singing sensation
Carmen Monarcha.

The children accompanied Ms.
Monarcha in singing Michael Jackson’s
“Earth Song,” in an epic musical tribute
to the late pop star who died almost
exactly a year prior to the performance.

Hailed by the Wall Street Journal as
“a maestro for the masses,” Dutchman
Rieu brings a rock-star vibe to the
world of classical music. Billboard
Magazine ranked his 2009 tour num-
ber 6 on their Top 25 Best Tours of
2009, just ahead of Britney Spears and
just behind Pink.

The Earth Song performance was
part of Rieu’s Celebration of Music
Tour. Highlights included the three
“Platin Tenors” – men from Australia,
Hungary and Germany who, “when

they sing together, they become Ital-
ians,” joked Rieu, known for punctuat-
ing his musical numbers with charis-
matic standup comedy.

In addition to Ms. Monarcha and the
Platin Tenors, the tour also featured
special guest South African opera singer
Kimmy Skota, who performed a pow-
erful performance of “Ave Maria,”
Australian singer Mirusia Louwerse,
who performed an extremely expres-
sive version of “Memory” from the
Andrew Lloyd Webber musical Cats
and a very spirited version of “Hava
Nagila,” which got the whole audience
clapping along, led on clarinet by
Manoe Konings, a woman who re-
cently conquered breast cancer.

The Continuo Children’s Chorus was
chosen to perform alongside Rieu and
Monarcha because of their “reputation
for excellence and previous national
and international performance experi-
ence on world-class stages,” said
Candace Wicke, the Continuo Arts
Foundation’s president and executive
director.

The children who performed in-
cluded Westfield residents Olivia
McElheny, Evan McElheny, Rebecca

White, Evan Gibbs, Logan Gibbs,
Angelo Dente, Blake Fallon, Dallas
Wicke, Dylan Wicke, Jack Schilge,
Avery Moore, Logan Moore, Isabella
Gelfand and Alyson Palia; Summit resi-
dents Kelsey Evenson, Katie Evenson,
Courtney Evenson, Lizzie Borowiec,
Hope Kovera, Katherine Buchan, An-
gela Fowkes and Adrian Gomes;
Mountainside residents Emily
Tinnirella and Kelly Rice; and Sophia
Chin, Lindsey Tata and Julia Craig of
Berkeley Heights, New Providence and
Madison, respectively.

Ms. Wicke, a Westfield resident,
founded the foundation in 2007; the
organization offers opportunities for
singers and musicians ranging in age
from 6 to well past 60.

Continuo Arts singers have per-
formed the world over, from Carnegie
Hall to Vatican City to Prague. In addi-
tion to the Children’s Chorus, Continuo
Arts Foundation offers other choruses
such as The Continuo Arts Chorus for
girls ages 13 to 18, the Civic Chorale
for adult singers, the “Seniors Sing!”
program for senior citizens, and “The
Continuos!,” an all-boys ensemble fea-
turing popular song and dance.
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http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

