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Artists Work on Display
At Freeholders Gallery

ELIZABETH – A selection of prize-
winning art work by Union County
employees or their relatives is on dis-
play through July 16 in the Freeholders
Gallery, located on the sixth floor of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing, Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway
Avenue, in Elizabeth. The gallery is
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.

The art display presents a select sam-
pling of pieces from among the 131
creations judged at the recent ninth an-
nual “National Arts Program Exhibit
and Contest for Union County Employ-
ees and Their Families.” The exhibit and
contest is a result of a partnership with
the National Arts Program Foundation,
which provides prize money and sup-
port to display the work of artists.

“The artistic talent of our Union
County employees and their family
members is very impressive,” said Free-
holder Chairman Daniel Sullivan. “We
have artists who excel in painting, pho-
tography, and other visual arts, and we
are proud to put their work on display.”

Listed alphabetically by town are all
the award-winning employee artists (or
their relatives) and the awards they
won at the original exhibit and contest.
Not all of the award-winning pieces are
able to be displayed at the Freeholders
Gallery exhibit: Cranford, Sarah Barry
(Honorable Mention, Teen 13-18);
Edison, Joshua Bonito (Honorable
Mention, Youth 12 and Under); Eliza-
beth, Dylan Herrera (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under); Joseph
Leonard (Honorable Mention, Ama-
teur); Dario Scholis (Third Place, Pro-
fessional); Fanwood, Giselle Valdes
(Honorable Mention, Intermediate);
Kenilworth, Zack Cesaro (Honorable
Mention, Youth 12 and Under), Michael
A. Turco (Honorable Mention, Teen
13-18); Linden: Angelito David (Sec-
ond Place, Professional); Angelo
Paparella (Best in Show, Intermedi-
ate); Paul Pienciak (Honorable Men-

tion, Intermediate); Charlene Rieger-
Velli (Second Place, Intermediate);
Madison, Kevin Olsen (Honorable
Mention, Youth 12 and Under); North
Brunswick, Brianna Mussman (Hon-
orable Mention, Teen 13-18); North
Caldwell, Patricia Flaherty (Honorable
Mention, Professional); Piscataway,
Clarence Bates III (Second Place, Youth
12 and Under).

Rahway, Maria Conneran (Honor-
able Mention, Amateur); Elisa M.
Gonzalez (Third Place, Amateur); Jack
Shearing (Third Place, Teen 13-18);
Roselle, Linda Brazaitis (First Place,
Intermediate); Roselle Park, Tania
Mejia (First Place, Teen 13-18); Ruth-
erford, Jaclyn Bergantino, (Honorable
Mention, Amateur); Scotch Plains: Jacy
DiBella-Lentini (First Place, Youth 12
and Under); Somerset, Tina Nummela
(Second Place, Amateur); Towson, Md.,
Bridget McGuire (Third Place, Youth
12 and Under); Union, Jennifer
Kakaletris (Third Place, Intermediate);
Jonathan Kreinberg (Honorable Men-
tion, Youth 12 and Under); Wall,
Carolyn Soltys-Herbert (Honorable
Mention, Professional); Westfield,
Bruce Long (First Place, Amateur);
Mary Paynter (First Place, Profes-
sional); Cali Skrnich (Honorable Men-
tion, Intermediate); Jesse Skrnich (Sec-
ond Place, Teen 13-18).

Additional support for this event was
provided by a grant from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts.
Exhibits at the Freeholders Gallery are
coordinated by the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For more information about this ex-
hibit, contact the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth N.J. 07202 or
call (908) 558-2550, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay users
dial 711.

RISING ARTIST…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski congratu-
lates Jacy DiBella-Lentini of Scotch Plains on winning the youth category at the
2010 Union County Employee Art Show during the reception at the Elizabethtown
Gas Company’s Liberty Hall Center in Union.

WSW Students Offers 23
Courses in Arts and Crafts

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) is offer-
ing 23 courses in art and crafts for
this summer’s program, which be-
gins June 29.

New to the department this year
are classes in A Doll’s World, Circus
Fun, It’s Sew Easy, Pirate Treasures
and Tie Dye/Batik. Among the other
offerings are Accessorize It, Air
Brush, Art Sampler, Cartoon Coun-
try, Cartooning, Carving, Exploring
Sculpture, Graphic Design, Interna-
tional Crafts, Jewelry Making, Mythi-
cal Characters and Origami. In addi-
tion, students may choose to take
Pottery, Scrapbooking, Sculpture, Toy
Design, Wild Kingdom or Wood
Crafts.

The WSW also offers classes in
communications, dance, movement,
drama, music, musical theater and
special interests for students to grade
8, with separate classes for pre-kin-
dergarten, kindergarten and the popu-
lar first grade Little Artists program.

For aspiring actors in grades 6 to
12, the Summer Stage Theater will

present the musical Barnum, the tale
of P. T. Barnum’s climb from freak-
show huckster to the co-founder of
The Greatest Show on Earth. Stu-
dents who participate in this produc-
tion will gain experience in many
aspects of musical theater, including
acting, vocal performance, dance and
set design.

Open to residents of all communi-
ties, the 2010 WSW will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, Clark
Street, Westfield, from 8:30 a.m. un-
til 12:30 p.m. from June 29 until July
30. It includes an optional 7:30 a.m.
drop-off and a full day of program-
ming in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA. A registered nurse
is on staff during the regular work-
shop hours.

For more information about the
Westfield Summer Workshop, or to
obtain the 16-page comprehensive
brochure, call (908) 518-1551 or visit
the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Additional
information can be found on the web
at njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Offsides, Brainchild of SP-F
Writer, Will Open This Fall
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –

Offsides, written by emerging play-
wright/screenwriter Jennifer DiOrio
and directed by veteran New York-
based performer Alan Kitty, is a com-
ing-of-age melodrama set in suburban
New Jersey in 1990.

Ms. DiOrio is a high school English
teacher and writer who grew up play-
ing soccer in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. She attended James Madi-
son University in Virginia, where she
majored in English and took an occa-
sional writing class.

At college, Ms. DiOrio was often
found writing journal entries and po-
ems, hiking in the woods and exploring
philosophy and feminism.

She later attended Teachers College
at Columbia University, where she
started writing simple-yet-emotionally-
complex songs for guitar that helped
her share various experiences and cope
with some of life’s difficulties such as
the illness and the death of her father.

After living and teaching in New
York City for about five years, Ms.
DiOrio decided to return to New Jersey
to continue her career in a familiar
environment. She currently teaches
British and European Literature at a
high school in Edison.

Teaching such literature has proven
invaluable, as it has allowed her to
analyze in depth the art and history of
story telling from 449 C.E. to the
present.

Her play opens at the Watchung Arts
Center on October 22 through 24 at 7
p.m. (with a matinee on Sunday). Tick-
ets are $10 at the door.

Offsides is a multi-generational story
that centers on Marissa DiGiacomo, a
top student and star soccer player who
is at a crossroads. She will lose it all if
she makes the wrong decision.

Her father, a role model for her on the
field, has made a series of bad decisions
in his own life. One of these decisions
could change everything.

The story came to Ms. DiOrio in a
dream in 1996. Immediately, she wrote
a journal entry about it and planned to
write a screenplay, but she was not able
to write the complete script until 2008.

Eventually, several local theater di-
rectors read the script and suggested
that Ms. DiOrio adapt it for the stage,
which she did. This stage adaptation
has something for everyone: drama,
humor, uplifting moments, and ro-

mance.
Alan Kitty, the director of Offsides,

has 50 years of experience in the the-
ater world. He also stars in Mark Twain’s
Last Stand, directed by Charles
Messina.

His new one-man show is now on
tour and opened Off Broadway in May.
This show integrates original material
with Twain stories and anecdotes, and
is delivered with characteristic wit and
humor. Mr. Kitty has been performing
as Mark Twain since 1979.

Ms. DiOrio’s new full-length script,
an adult dramatic fantasy, is in process.
She is also working on a historical
comedy with a writing partner. In addi-
tion, Ms. DiOrio has a couple of short
scripts and a manuscript for a children’s
picture book, for which a short ani-
mated video is in production.

SPFHS’s Dimopoulis
Wins a ‘Rising Star’
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Repertory Theatre’s Vangelis
Dimopoulis was awarded a Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Star Award for Stu-
dent Achievement as student musical
director for his work in Curtains during
the June 8 ceremony at the Paper Mill
in Millburn.

The Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards are modeled after the Tony
Awards; Paper Mill’s program serves
the entire State of New Jersey, with 100
entered productions from public, pri-
vate and parochial schools.

They have ignited the careers of many
notable performers, all of whom at-
tended high school in New Jersey, in-
cluding Academy Award nominee Anne
Hathaway and Tony winner Laura
Benanti.

Vangelis, a senior, will be attending
William and Mary College in the fall.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

Young, old or in-between, you may
never look upon your playthings the
same way after seeing director Lee
Unkrich’s Toy Story 3. Beautifully co-
written with Michael Arndt, John
Lasseter and Andrew Stanton, the won-
derfully sentimental tale now updates
us on the fate of Andy’s toy box deni-
zens as he prepares for college. It’s a
fine adventure.

Entertaining on several levels, it sings
a paean to the little friends in whom we
imbue our dreams, aspirations, wishes,
and, of course, even our fears. And thus
by extension, the film is a heartfelt
celebration of childhood and its fond-
est pal, our imagination. To quote cast
member Buzz Lightyear (Tim Allen),
its creativity goes, “To infinity and
beyond.”

This is seriously funny stuff. A host
of Hollywood notables, many of them
recognizable despite their celluloid/
polyethylene makeup, superbly emote
the raison d’etre of those toys who,
somewhere on their person, proudly
bear a mark denoting they are the prop-
erty of “Andy.” But, what is to become
of them? There was never a plan for this
eventuality.

Pausing for a second, it’s hard to
believe 15 years have passed since
Andy’s (John Morris) retinue of
playtime accomplices first divulged
their inner souls to us. And now  here’s
Mom (Laurie Metcalf) sharing our pride
as she shepherds sonny boy through the
physical and emotional task of leaving
the homestead for the journey to higher
education.

Ominously, she places two recep-
tacles in the young man’s room. One is
a cardboard box. The other, gasp, is a
black garbage bag. Fear spreads like
wildfire through the tight knit toy com-
munity. Woody, the tacitly agreed leader
superbly voiced by Tom Hanks, at-
tempts to assuage concerns. The cow-
boy assures the gang Andy won’t for-
sake them.

Naturally, mix-up and mishap, those
handmaidens of drama must enter the
picture if we are to be treated to an
escapade ripe with heroes, villains and
the philosophical wisdom that comes
of their eternal clash. Expect some
metaphors, too. Without divulging too
much, suffice it to note that the crew is
soon tarrying at the Sunnyside Daycare
Center.

Strangers in a strange land and still in
shock, on first blush it’s shades of the
Joad family in “The Grapes of Wrath”
(1940) when they land at the Weedpatch
Sanitary Camp. Lotso, a jovial bear of
a bear verbalized by Ned Beatty in his

Toy Story 3: Odyssey in Plastic

best Southern, custodial drawl, greets
them. He explains the Sunnyside mis-
sion. Hey, this might not be so bad.

But alas, it is still early in the movie,
and Junior knows as well as we do that
the reward at the end of the rainbow is
rarely attained in the first act. A suspi-
cion that something may be rotten at
Sunnyside arises when our émigrés are
assigned to the toddler section. Gee,
those little ones sure play rough. And
perhaps big Lotso isn’t what he seems.

Breathing life into the players, a
delightful band of articulators instantly
suspends our disbelief. Never short of
common-sense heroics, Tom Hanks
notably reprises Woody; Joan Cusack
is staunch cowgirl Jessie; Don Rickles
inflects Mr. Potato Head’s bravado;
Estelle Harris is his proud wife, and
John Ratzenberger frets anew as
piggybank Hamm.

Gosh, we sure hope things work out
for them. But in the meantime, the
filmmakers seize the occasion of their
travail as an opportunity to impart a
kiddy level tutorial in poli-sci; a semi-
nar in satire with an emphasis in classi-
cal film reference; and a stimulating
primer in freedom, self determination
and the revolutionary thinking neces-
sary to those goals.

Therefore, we can be assured that
Connor and Tiffany are subliminally
learning how to be good citizens as
well as appreciators of artistic nuance
while they deliriously laugh their heads
off courtesy of the Disney-Pixar con-
nection. And let’s not forget the astute
moral lessons that should make this
forced viewing for the ethically lost Me
Generation.

Happily, parents, grandparents and
designated caretakers won’t require any
arm-twisting to usher their respective
moppets to a viewing of Toy Story 3.
But folks without such responsibilities
are urged not to be deterred from atten-
dance. The film will soon enough reac-
quaint them with a pair of youngsters:
their inner child, and the kid they once
were.

It’s not quite the fantasy fulfillment
they say Ponce de León sought. But the
fact that it taps a humorously nostalgic
vein for adults is good indication that
it’s in touch with the very essences of
childhood. Stuffed with sweet thoughts,
exciting action and goodwill, the nomi-
nation-worthy Toy Story 3 proves that
the third time is indeed the charm.

* * *
Toy Story 3, rated G, is a Walt Disney

Studios Motion Pictures release di-
rected by Lee Unkrich and stars the
voices of Tom Hanks, Joan Cusack and
Ned Beatty. Running time: 103 min-
utes.

Vangelis Dimopoulis

MusicFest Takes Shape;
Spoon, Randolph Confirmed

UNION COUNTY – The annual
Union County MusicFest will return to
Oak Ridge Park in Clark in September
with some of the world’s most exciting
performing artists, rising stars and lo-
cal favorites. On Saturday, September
11 and Sunday, September 12, the free
event will once again feature two days
of nonstop music on three stages and
activities for the whole family.

The fun kicks off with The County
Fair at MusicFest, a full-fledged carni-
val that starts on Thursday, September
8 and ends with the conclusion of
MusicFest on September 12.

This year’s roster offers the wide-
ranging tour around the world of music
that fans have come
to expect from
MusicFest.

Alternative-rock
groups Spoon and
The Bravery join
top-drawer singer/
songwriters Jesse
Malin with his band
The St. Marks So-
cial and Willie Nile,
while New Jersey
native Robert
Randolph explores
the rich roots of
rock and roll with
The Family Band, and the Nils Lofgren
Acoustic Duo offers an intimate rock
experience. More confirmed artists will
be announced in the coming weeks.

MusicFest will once again connect
Union County residents with music
fans everywhere by hosting the Rock
On! Walkathon. Scheduled for Satur-
day, September 11, at Oak Ridge Park,
this 5k walk/run raises funds to fight
cancer through the international Love,
Hope, Strength Foundation (LHSF).

Proceeds will benefit The Valerie
Fund, a major children’s cancer re-
search foundation that was started by
the Goldstein family of New Jersey.

Mike Peters, known to music fans
around the world as frontman of The
Alarm, co-founded LHSF after he
fought and overcame cancer. This is the
organization’s fourth year with
MusicFest, and it has become the heart
and soul of the event.

In addition to participating in the
walkathon, Peters and The Alarm will
headline the MusicFest ’10 after-party
at The Crossroads in Garwood on Sat-
urday night. Tickets for this perfor-
mance are on sale at The Crossroads,
online at xxroads.com, or by phone at
(800) 594-TIXX.

Along with the free music, MusicFest

2010 includes all the extra attractions
that have made it Union County’s pre-
mier outdoor family entertainment
event. The County Fair at MusicFest
will return for its second year, boasting
a full-scale carnival complete with a
Ferris wheel and many other rides,
along with musical entertainment, be-
ginning Wednesday, September 8, and
running through Sunday, September
12.

The Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubi-
lee will also return on Saturday and
Sunday, packed with activities for
youngsters including non-stop music
and performances, a petting zoo,
moonwalks, interactive educational

activities, crafts and
more. Perfor-
mances and music
are free and the ac-
tivities are free or
affordably priced.

By popular de-
mand, the amazing
Hell on Wheels
BMX stunt bikers
will be back with
free shows of their
daredevil skills,
joining several
more special attrac-
tions yet to be an-

nounced. Dozens of food stands, spon-
sor booths, arts, crafts and other ven-
dors round out the festivities. Attend-
ees are also welcome to bring picnic
baskets, blankets and lawn chairs.

The music kicks off at 11 a.m. and
lasts until approximately 10 p.m. on
Saturday, September 11 and Sunday,
September 12.

The Bravery, Jesse Malin and The St.
Marks Social and Willie Nile will per-
form on Saturday. Spoon, Robert
Randolph and The Family Band and
the Nils Lofgren Duo will perform on
Sunday. Additional confirmed artists
will be announced in the coming weeks.

The Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubi-
lee will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Saturday, September 11, and from
noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday, September
12.

The County Fair at MusicFest will
be open from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 8, and from
noon to 10 p.m. on Thursday and Fri-
day, September 9 and 10. A fireworks
display will top off the night on Friday.
The fair runs Saturday, September 11,
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., and on Sunday,
September 12, from noon to 10 pm.

For all event information, visit
ucmusicfest.com.

Spoon – 
Confir

med

WSO Receives Prestigious
New Jersey Arts Award

DEEPLY HONORED…The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) received a
New Jersey arts award for excellence in artistic quality. Pictured, left to right, are:
Steve Runk, executive director, New Jersey State Council on the Arts; Sharon
Burton Turner, chairwoman, New Jersey State Council on the Arts; David Wroe,
music director, WSO; Linda Doyle, executive director, WSO; Deborah Burslem,
board secretary, WSO, and Germaine Trabert, council member, State Council on
the Arts.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) received a
Citation of Excellence for the fourth-
consecutive year from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts for excel-
lence in artistic quality, programming
and public service in the arts.

State Arts Council leadership held
an awards reception on April 29 in
Trenton to recognize the importance of
the work of the WSO.

“We are thrilled and deeply honored
to receive this award for the fourth-
consecutive year,” said Maestro David
Wroe. “We are also extremely grateful
to the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts for their continued support of our
orchestra,” he continued.

This award, the State Arts Council’s
most prestigious mark of distinction, is
designated based on grant application
review and conferred upon the WSO

for the duration of the grant period for
which it is received.

The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts is a division of the New Jersey
Department of State. It receives fund-
ing in direct appropriations from the
State of New Jersey and grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts.

Since 1966, its volunteer members
and professional staff have worked to
improve the quality of life in New
Jersey by helping the arts to flourish.
For more information about the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, visit
njartscouncil.org.

Now moving into its 29th season, the
WSO has grown to be New Jersey’s
second-largest fully professional or-
chestra. Tickets for WSO’s new season
opening performance of Cavalleria
Rusticana/I Pagliacci on September
25 will be on sale shortly.

Les Malamut Welcomes
Cranford’s Jarney in July

CRANFORD – The Les Malamut
Art Gallery will present Cranford
artist Miriam Jarney in an exhibit of
her digital artwork titled “Fine Art
Photography in the Digital Age.”
The show will open on July 6 and
continue through August 30.

A reception is planned for Friday,
July 16, at 1 p.m. The public is invited
to view the photographs and speak
with the artist about her methods.

Ms. Jarney holds a degree in Com-
puter Science from Stevens Institute
of Technology and has had a long
career in the software field. Upon
retirement, she enrolled in the New
York Photography Institute and
joined the National Association of
Photography Professionals.

She now dedicates herself full-time
to creating images that represent how
she feels about the fascinating scenes
she sees, their colors, textures and the
moods they evoke. Realizing the limi-
tations of camera equipment, she
turned to digital photography and the
use of software tools, including
Photoshop and Painter X. Her pri-
mary subjects include landscapes,

portraiture and orchids.
Ms. Jarney said, “Photography is

now an accepted art form with its
own aesthetic credo, separate from
other fine arts such as painting and
sculpture. I feel that fine-art photog-
raphy is created by the artist when it
fulfills their creative vision.”

Her images have been exhibited
in shows at the Freeholders Gallery,
Simply Gallery and the Cranford
Public Library. They can also be
seen at Galleria West in Westfield
and Designers Gallery in Clark, as
well as on her website,
miriamjarney.com.

Her photographs are printed us-
ing the finest materials, archival ink,
acid free art paper and canvas. Art-
work on display will be available for
purchase by contacting the artist.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located on the lower level of the Union
Public Library at 1980 Morris Av-
enue. It is handicapped accessible
and open during regular library hours.
For further information, view
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

Junior Musical Club to Hold Auditions
WESTFIELD – Auditions for

membership in the Junior Musical
Club are open to
individuals in
grades 8 to 12 who
are studying mu-
sic. Two pieces
must be performed
for the audition –
one piece from the
period up to and
i n c l u d i n g
Beethoven and an-
other piece from
the Romantic or
Modern period.

The Junior Mu-
sical Club, a divi-
sion of The Musical Club of Westfield,
is a performing group of eighth-grade
through high-school instrumentalists

and vocalists from Westfield and
nearby communities united by their

love of music.
The next audi-

tion will be held
starting at 6 p.m.
on Sunday, July
11, at the home of
Beverly Thomson
Shea, 2121
Princeton Avenue
in Scotch Plains.
To audition, or for
more information,
contact David
Mandala at his
home number,
(908) 889-0706, or
cell number, (908)

721-8311, or e-mail,
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

READY TO HOLD
AUDITIONS…Featured at a 2010
meeting of the Junior Musical Club of
Westfield are, clockwise from top left,
Yixiao Wang, Amanda Chen, Ben
Chen, Brenda Li, Chloe Baron, Jenny
Amador, Joanne Li and Belle Lin.


