
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 1, 2010 Page E-3

goleader.com online exclusive

Cougars Top WF Blue, 12-2, in Ripken Districts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sr. Renda Roadmen Pave Over Awnings, 13-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

that was what kept the Blue so off-
balance, while at the plate.

“Patrick is a very polished pitcher
for a kid who is 12-years-old,” coach
Norton said. “His brother pitched for
Cranford (high school), so he’s got
great blood lines. Westfield has two
strong teams in the tournament, and
this team is a competitive and scrappy
team. They can hit the ball. We had to
throw the ball well to shut them down.
When Patrick keeps the ball below
the knees, he’s very difficult to hit.”

“We have seen him a couple of
times before. He is a smart pitcher.
He changes speeds. He moves the
ball around. He is a really good
player,” Westfield coach John
Monaghan said.

Westfield Blue’s Kyle McIntyre
ripped a double in the third inning,
and Eddie Encinas laid down a per-
fect squeeze RBI bunt single in the
second inning. Harry Wachtel, Jacob
Kurstedt and Owen Monaghan each
drew a walk.

Cougar Nick Ballas blasted a two-
run home runs and a two-run double,
and Brendan Kane also crushed a

two-run homer and a two-run double.
Josh Cucuzzella went 3-for-3 with
three runs scored, and Joe Norton
had a pair of singles, scored twice
and pulled off a deceptive steal in the
third inning. Knight had an RBI
single, a double, a stolen base and a
run scored. Steve Savino (RBI) and
Jordan Marchese each singled and
scored, and Leahey had an RBI single.

In the top of the first inning, after
Jamie Brawley popped up to second,
Marchese and Cucuzzella each
singled, Ballas drilled his two-run
double off the right field screen then
later scored on an error in right. Little
Blue Devil second baseman Encinas
ended the inning by grabbing a line
drive and flicking to first base for a
double play.

The Blue plated their two runs in
the second inning. Glassman reached
base on a fielder’s choice, and
Kurstedt walked. Both runners ad-
vanced on a throwing error then
Glassman scored on a passed ball.
Encinas put down his perfect bunt
single as Kurstedt came speeding
home.

The Cougars defined the game with
six runs in the third. Ballas and Kane
whacked their two-run homers, and
Knight and Leahey added RBI
singles. Cougar shortstop Donohue
prevented the Blue from scoring in
the third when he bobbled Liam
Loughlin’s grounder but had the pres-
ence of mind to fire home in time to
nail McIntyre attempting to score.

Savino hopped an RBI single and
Kane lashed his two-run double in
the fourth to make the score, 12-2.
Leahey took to the mound, struck out
two batters and got the third batter to
ground out.

“Cranford is a good team. They are
big. We saw them in the [Knights of]
Columbus tournament, and they just
came out and beat us today,” coach
Monaghan said. “We will go practice
tomorrow. We will come back and we
will see what happens.”

Looking forward, coach Norton
said, “We want to be better tomorrow
than we were today and better in
August than we were in June.”
Cranford 306 3 12
Westfield Blue 020 0 2

You never can have enough rings,”
Balestriere, who did have a single,
said.

Awnings somewhat shaded the
outfield with 12 hits. The biggest was
an overshadowing two-run homer off
the bat of Charlie Babela. Bruce
Crawford tripled, singled and scored
once. Tom Breen and Joe Behiler
(RBI) each went 2-for-3 with a run
scored, and Ray Meigs singled twice.
D’Antico singled and had an RBI
sacrifice fly, as did Brian Grandstrand,
who also scored once. Bob Grausam
singled.

Belford pitched for the Roadmen
and initiated a second (Balestriere)-
to-first (Massimino) double play in
the fifth inning. Lavelle, in center,
squashed a rally in the third with a
running grab and added a center-to-

second double play in the seventh to
end the game. Williams, at shortstop,
demonstrated his dexterity with a
smooth shuffle toss to second for a
putout. Nigro made a running stab in
right.

Awnings right fielder Breen made
a fine grab and fired a bullet to third
to nail the runner for a double play.
Babela caught a liner in leftfield and
fired to second to complete a double
play.

Massimino added influence to the
Roadmen’s three runs in the first in-
ning with his RBI triple, then he
added emphasis in the four-run sec-
ond with his two-run clout to make
the score 7-1. Bihiler yanked an RBI
single for Awnings in the second then
Crawford tripled and scored on
D’Antico’s sac fly in the third.

After turning a double play in the
third, Awnings sensed a possible
momentum shift as they strutted to
the plate in the fourth.

After Meigs tapped a leadoff single,
and Fred Amado stepped to the plate,
Behiler shouted, “Come on Freddy!
Nice line drive now. Let’s bat around.”

His words fell upon deaf ears.
Babela battered his two-run homer

in the fifth to narrow Renda’s lead to
7-4, but the Roadmen rolled with
four runs in the bottom of the inning,
highlighted by Lavelle’s two-run shot
to right. Massimino and Esoldo poked
RBI singles in the sixth then Awnings
scored once in the seventh when
Granstrand lofted an RBI sac fly to
bring home Behiler.
Awnings Galore 011 020 1 5
Renda Roads 340 042 x 13
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avid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WIGGLING HIS WAY TO THIRD…Renda leadoff batter Tom Straniero wiggles into third base ahead of the throw to
Awnings Galore third baseman Bob Grausam.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO RAP UP THE DOUBLE PLAY…Westfield Blue first baseman Kyle McIntyre awaits the throw from second
baseman Eddie Encinas, who snagged a liner, as Cougar Steve Savino tries to hustle back to first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING INTO SECOND…Renda Roadman Frank Pepe slides into second with a double as Awnings Galore second
baseman Joe Behiler waits for the throw in the fifth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST GETTING BACK IN TIME…Westfield Blue’s Harry Wachtel just gets back to first in time to avoid being tagged
out by Cougar first baseman Brendan Kane.


