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Cougars, SPF Clash in Summer Baseball Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ability out in right field.”
The first four innings, Walano

worked with pitcher Kurt Rutmeyer,
who struck out three, walked three
and allowed two hits. Rutmeyer ran
into a jam in the third inning with a
bases-loaded and no out situation,
but he managed to escape the threat.
He finished the fourth inning with a
wicked curveball for strike three.
Vinnie Colineri pitched the next three
innings, allowed two hits and a walk,
while fanning four. Both pitchers were
very effective with their breaking
balls.

“Vinnie did an excellent job of
that, and Kurt did it when he needed
it most. His last pitch of the day was
a ‘filthy’ curveball. Anybody, who
was watching the game would know
it was nice to watch,” Walano said.

“Kurt ran into a little trouble in the
[third] inning, but he bore down and
pumped strikes. He got out of a tight
jam, and that’s what we need pitchers
to do. Vinnie was lights out the whole
day.”

Anthony Scalfaro, Kevin Raszka,
Ryan Haggerty and Connor Thomp-
son got the Raiders’ only singles,
while the Cougars had 11 hits. Veter-
ans Sean Feeney had three hits and
two RBI, Mark Osofsky (RBI) had
two hits and two runs scored, and
Walano doubled and scored. Chris
Folinose went 3-for-3 with two RBI.
Eric Gargiullo tripled and scored
twice.

The Cougars scored a run in the
second, fourth and fifth innings and
two more in the sixth. Several of
those runs were manufactured by run-

ners stealing second then by scoring
on successful hit-and-run plays.

“What this summer is about is just
trying to find out who can do what,
what we need to work on, what we
need to focus on, so hopefully next
year we can be competitive,” said
coach McCaffrey. “Our style of ball
is to keep it moving, put the ball in
play and put pressure on our oppo-
nents. Today we were able to do that.”

“We have a lot of question marks,
a lot of guys fighting for spots. We are
here to see what these guys can do
and have an evaluation, so when we
go into March next year, we have an
idea what we are dealing with. With
some work, we are going to get there,”
coach Baylock said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
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MASSIMINO HRs, TRIPLES; LAVELLE HR, BABELA HR

Renda Roadmen Pave Way
To 13-5 Win Over Awnings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power ball and some spectacular
fielding plays paved the way for un-
defeated 14-0, Renda Roads to rumble
over Awnings Galore (of Clark), 13-
5, in Union County (UC) Senior 50+
Men’s Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
June 24.

Muscle was exercised across the
board in the Roadmen’s 21-hit pum-
meling, but the largest “Tower of
Power” was hit man Joe Massimino,
who mangled a two-run home run, an
RBI triple and an RBI single in his
four plate appearances. Only Awnings
centerfielder Frank D’Antico pre-
vented him from having a perfect

evening when he snagged a hard liner.
D’Antico also added another fine grab
in centerfield.

Roadman Dave Lavelle also ham-
mered a two-run homer, singled and
added a third RBI, and Tony Will-
iams – not the lead singer of the
famous singing group known as the
Platters – tripled, singled twice and
scored twice. Larry Esoldi (run
scored) punched three one-run
singles, and Ed Belford belted a two-
run double, singled and scored once.

In his first two at bats, leadoff
batter Tom Straniero was fortunate to
reach base safely on errors. His close
friend Frank Pepe quickly noted, “The
guy’s got no stick yesterday. He’s got
no stick today.”

Straniero, who did score three
times, managed to hobble a single in
his fourth plate appearance. Pepe, on
the other hand, doubled and scored,
and singled twice. He demonstrated
his blazing speed when he legged out
a grounder to third for his second
single. Tom Baldowski singled twice
and scored once, while Pat Nigro
singled once.

Rookie Lou Balestriere apparently
thought his five championship rings
that he amassed in the St. Bart’s Soft-
ball League was not enough, so he
was quite pleased when he joined the
Roadmen, who are favored to seize
top honors in the UC 50+ League.

“You know! You have a point there.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDICEQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Find Your
Jersey Shore

Dream Home on...

Thousands of
Coastal properties are
just a Click Away in an

easy to use format!

Shorelifestyle.com

Or call
Platinum Award Winning Agent Direct

Patrick Joseph Butera
RE/MAX Shore and Country Realtors

Spring Lake, NJ 07762

732-996-8030

��������	�
�����	��	�����	��������������
������������������������� !�! ����

�����������	��
�����

������������	
������
����		�������������

�

"#$�������������������%�	������	���&���
���������	
��	��������
�����	��	�����	��	�	����������

����
���	����	���	��	��
�����������
$�'���������%����	����()

����$�'����*��$$�	���	�����
����������

������������	����	����������
���������	�������������

��������
��
������
�+&��,���*�-�*������
���������&��������.�*&���&�����������
�
/���	��	����	�
�*����
������������
	���������
���
������
�����	���
���������
�	�
�����	����	�

�(���*�������	�0�	��*����	��	����
�����
��	������

����������������������������������

���������������������

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A DECENT LEAD…Raider Marcus Rivera gets a decent lead in the first inning as Cougar first baseman Greg
Matlosz attempts to keep him close.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING HIS LICKS…Cougar Andrew DiFrancisco takes his first at bat in the fifth inning as Raider catcher Ryan Henkels
awaits the throw. DiFrancesco slashed a single to right field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE PITCH…Awnings slugger Frank D’Antico of Cranford waits for a good pitch. D’Antico
singled and lofted an RBI sacrifice fly against Renda Roads in the Union County 50+ Softball League.


